
Talk Tree: The Present Situation
The foundation of St. Joseph's Mill Infirmary, near Eureka, Missouri, in the
year 1927, by the Franeiscan Missionary Brothers and the subsequent development of
the work thus started have been discussed in the two previous talks. Today we will
devote ourselves to describing the present situation at the Infirmary.
To begin with, the original abandoned building taken over by the Brothers was
never intended to be used as a nursing home. Consequently it was not designed for
its present use. This works many hardships on the nursing Brothers. It was designed
as a Community House for religious and, with the growth of the Community of Brothers,
will eventually have to be used exclusively for this purpose. At present it is not
equippod with elevators, dumb-waiters for carrying trays to the bed-ridden patients or
other facilities so necessary in a nursing home. It is greatly over-erowded and even-
tually other quarters will have to be provided for the many patients.
The six temporary structures already erected to take care of the over-flow from
the main building grew up under the pressure of necessity. They were never intended
to be anything but temporary. They are scattered about the grounds, thereby greatly
inoreasing the work of the Brotherz in caring for the inmates. Trays must be carried
to these out-buildings throe times a day through the heat and cold, in fair weather and
foul. The cost of maintaining and heating them is multiplied. The whole set-up, due
to the stress and strain under which they were erected, is very inefficient. But
even under these handicaps the Brothers are doing the best they can to give the best
of service.
Complete case-histories of each patient are kept on file and up to date. The best
of medical and dental care is provided under the supervision of two doctors and one
dentist. Plenty of wholesome food is served; the best of medicine provided; in short,
everything possible is done by the Brothers for the spiritual and material welfare of
the patients. Radios help to wile away the long hours, weekly moving piotures are
shown, abundant reading matter supplied and, when necessary, even clothing, tobacco,
stamps and stationery, etc., are furnished. This is all done on the average income of
about $30.00 per month for each patient. The expenditures of the Infirmary are such



.

that a building fund could never be raised without help from the outside. Once such
a fund is raised the work of the Brothers, due to die small over-head, will be self-
maintaining. Tho Brothers havo consecrated their lives to his work of charity without
any romuneration for themmelves. The demands made on their services have out-strippod
their espacity to supply. Hence, for this initial expansion of their housing facilities
they must rely on publie charity.
They now havo a campaign under way for 5200,000 to construct a building to accom-
modate 100 more patients. We invite you to take part in this great work by sending a
contribution to St. Joseph's Hill Infirmary, Eureka, Mo., or to 2182 Railway Exchange
Building, St. Louis, Mo., in favor of St. Joseph's Hill campaign, or to William D. Walsh,
campaign treasurer, Mississippi Valley Trust Co., St.Louis.
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