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PREFACE
Reading with appreciation is a fine art. 

Every child is entitled to cultivate a taste for 
the best. Charming folk tales, fables, rhymes, 
nature stories, adventure stories, hero tales, 
and stories of patriotic sacrifice bring the chil­
dren naturally into a larger world. This col­
lection is drawn from the world’s best children’s 
literature. Each selection is chosen both because 
of its present charm and because of its perma­
nent appeal to children. Lively speech and 
action, surprising changes of situation, sponta­
neous joy, heroic sacrifice, and the sense of fair 
play answer the instinctive cravings of the 
children of this grade.

Artistic illustrations and simple explanations 
give proper settings for a study of the selections. 
Simple exercises and helps guide the teacher and 
direct the pupil’s study. References to other 
interesting selections are frequently given. 
Natural action and expression drills are fol­
lowed by definite suggestions for dramatization. 
Word studies, articulation drills, and pronuncia­
tion exercises afford necessary helps which, 
with other helps and devices usually employed, 
tend to give the child an independent mastery 
of the mechanics of reading and leave to him
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the joy of discovering and appreciating the 
truth of the selections.

The editors desire to acknowledge their 
indebtedness to the many city and rural school 
teachers who, in schoolroom practice, have 
proved the worth of these studies. Special 
thanks are due to Superintendent A. H. Water- 
house, Fremont, Nebraska; to Superintendent 
M. E. Pearson, Kansas City, Kansas, and his 
advisers in primary reading; to Superintendent
F. M. Hunter, Oakland, California; to Carroll
G. Pearse, President State Normal, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; and to Nellie May Schlee Vance, 
Lincoln, Nebraska, for constructive criticisms 
and suggestions. The editors are especially in­
debted to Ruth Mary Hallock, artist and illus­
trator, New York City, for personal care and 
artistic skill in illustration; and to Achsah May 
Harris, Professor of Primary Education, State 
Normal School, Emporia, Kansas, for personal 
contributions and for expert help and counsel in 
matters of form, content, and method.

J. W. Sear so n .
G. E. M a r t in .
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GOOD-CHILDREN STREET*

See, here comes an army 
with guns painted red,

And swords, caps, and plumes 
of all sorts;

The captain rides gaily 
and proudly ahead 

On a stick-horse 
that prances and snorts!

* From Love Songs of Childhood, copyrighted by Charles Scrib­
ner’s Sons.
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