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Fr. Gregory Carlson shares stories about his life
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Window Magazine may edit Letters
to the Editor, primarily to conform to
space limitations. Personally signed
letters are given preferencefor publi-
cation. Our FAX telephone number is:
(402) 280-2549. E-mail to:
window@creighton.edu

Markoe Honored

Thank you for the fine article by Bob
Reilly on Fr. John Markoe, S.J., in the
Winter issue. The story of Fr. Markoe
and the Omaha De Porres Club and its
nonviolent fight against racial injus-
tice has not been told often enough.
Window iS to be commended for
putting this remarkable piece of local
history front and center for our con-
temporary reflection.

Your readers may be interested in
knowing that Fr. Markoe and the Club
are now honored every year at Creighton
through the Markoe-De Porres Social
Justice Lecture Series. Sponsored by the
Justice and Peace Studies Program in the
College of Arts and Sciences, the series
was begun in 1994 and has featured both
a prominent Catholic social ethicist and a
nationally renowned communist orga-
nizer, suggesting our interest in both the
theoretical and the practical, the academ-
ic and the activist. The series will contin-
ue this fall, although details are still in
process.

Thanks again for your reminder of Fr.
Markoe's clear-sighted and courageous
social justice leadership.

Roger Bergman, Director,
Justice & Peace Studies Program
Creighton University,

Omaha

rbjps@creighton.edu

Spaatz, Not Spatz

| really enjoyed the Bob Reilly article
on Fr. Markoe, the De Porres Club and
the other Jesuits who participated in
the fight for civil rights.

One paragraph in that article jumped
out at me as, possibly, being not quite
right. The paragraph stated that Fr.
Markoe had been a classmate of Dewey
Spatz (p.5). I've studied some military
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history, especially Air Force history, and
I've never heard of a General Dewey
Spatz.

Could Reilly have meant Carl
"Tooey" Spaatz, a West Point graduate
(class of '14 or '15). Spaatz commanded
the 8th Air Force during World War 11
(replacing Ira Faker) and ended his
career as the first chief-of-staff of the
newly independent Air Force.

I really have enjoyed reading Window
over the years. Keep up the good work.

Dr. Janet R Daly Bednarek,
BA'81, MA'83

Assistant Professor of History
University of Dayton

Markoe Article 'Slanted’

| grew up in the heart of the Missis-
sippi Delta in the 1950s. I read various
newspapers and Life magazine.

My first teaching job was at
Cleveland, Miss., HS in 1966. There were
black students in my classes. In 1970,1
began teaching at Central High in
Jackson, Miss. The law of the land was
freedom of choice. Our student body, by
its own choice, was 50 percent black, 50
percent white. Our faculty had the same
make-up. (Myrlie Evers' sister was one of
my fellow teachers there.) We worked
together because that was the law. We
socialized together because we wanted
to.

Each week, | read media articles
telling of how awful the South was. |
kept waiting to find these awful places
and people. I did not find them.

Has the "disparaged South" made
mistakes? Are there racists in the South?
Yes to both questions. Yet, in your article,
you point out that there were no black
students and teachers in all-white
schools in Omaha in 1966. Both races
were in the same schools all over
Mississippi in 1966.

[ believe that many non-Southemers
have a false impression of the South that
is perpetuated by the media. Perhaps we
were far ahead of Omaha, Boston, and
many other places, but no one ever knew
because only the bad was reported, not
the good.

Since Window represents a very
learned institution, let it contain articles
that present factual information, not
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information gleaned from years of
skewed media reports.

Mary M. Lee
Carthage, Texas
leemm@ma_admin.tstc.edu

Article Showed Classism
While I enjoyed the article about the
Rev. John P. Markoe, | didn't appreci-
ate the inference in an anecdote about
a white janitor voting for a black
physician for membership into a
Catholic social organization.

The author, Bob Reilly, referred to it as
“irony," belying a prejudice of his own —
classism. That a Catholic organization
would accept a white janitor but not a
black physician is certainly racist, but it is
also classist to think that a physician
should be more deserving than the jani-
tor, or that the physician would be
humiliated by ajanitor voting for him.

Indeed, the great irony, is the article
by Rev. Gerard C. Stockhausen, S.J.,
which followed. There, Fr. Stockhausen
tells the professional classes not to think
they are better than the poor. | agree.

James V. Haug, BA'90
The Daily Reflector
Greenville, N.C.

Markoe Thundered

| spent 1954 to 1965 at 24th and
California (Prep'58, AB'62, JD'65). Bob
Reilly's article brought back memories
bitter and sweet of civil rights as
reflected through the flawed and
uneven Creighton lens of those times.

In the spring of 1957, Fr. Markoe
spoke to our junior class sodality. A
Prepster voiced the white tribal taboo we
mostly all shared in the fifties, that while
Catholics must treat Negroes fairly, we
must guard against intermarriage. Fr.
Markoe thundered: God created mar-
riage and He did not defile that holy
sacrament with the evil of segregation.

In the Spring of 1963, a World War II
Navy Chaplain and Boston College law
professor, Father Kaneally, was the
keynote speaker for a dinner at the
Blackstone Hotel honoring Fr. Markoe. It
was here, on that night, that Archbishop
Gerald T. Bergan first rose to give an
unqualified public apology to Fr. Markoe

for having persecuted him for his civil
rights activities. It is safe to say that no
Catholic in that room had ever seen an
archbishop, penitent and humble, ask
one of his priests for forgiveness.

After the De Porres Club, Creighton
had, in the mid sixties, the Society for
Social Justice (SSJ). Similar to the De
Porres Club's testing hotels with calls by
blacks, then whites, to get the whopping
300% rate differentials described by
Reilly, SSJ (also) surveyed homes on
Creighton's approved housing list.
Owners with vacancies were approached
by a black SSJ member who was uni-
formly told the space had just been rent-
ed. Then a white SSJ member, within an
hour, would inquire and the space was
uniformly available. SSJ asked the school
president to take some action as the own-
ers were violating Creighton's housing
code and the Creighton Credo. The presi-
dent responded by sending a bony-faced,
tall, gaunt Jesuit aide to the next SSJ
meeting with this message: SSJ had
embarrassed Creighton, used immoral
tactics by pretending to be bona fide
renters, and any more stunts like this,
and the ring leaders would be expelled.

SSJ organized a hundred or so
Creighton and Duchesne students and
recent grads into a Tutor Corps. One-on-
one tutoring was provided to students at
Horace Mann School.

SSJ tried to test a local restaurant with
a reputation for not serving blacks. Two
black basketball players, Bobby Miles
and Paul Silas, volunteered. The restau-
rant treated them royally.

That didn't necessarily prove that
public accommodations discrimination
had ended in Omaha by then. It more
likely meant that after three years as the
nation's leading college rebounder, Paul
Silas could have run for mayor and won.

In my last month or so on campus, in
the spring of 1965, on a whim, | visited
the quarters of Fr. Markoe accurately
described by Reilly as Spartan. Till then, |
did not know him personally. He gave
me two hours of his time. He immediate-
ly set me at ease by generously praising
my uncle, a Jesuit then a missionary in
the Pacific, and my deceased father,
Omaha's City Attorney:

"During the public accommodations
debate, your father gave the best analysis

(Continued on page 25)














































































