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Creighton mourns loss of Dr. Blankenau

On June 14, the life of Dr. Richard J.
Blankenau ended following a four-
month battle with cancer. Dr. Blankenau,
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs,
Professor of Operative Dentistry and the
first holder of the Dr. Oscar S. Belzer
Endowed Chair in Dentistry, was an
inspiration to his friends, colleagues and
students.

Dr. Blankenau:

e grew up in Dodge, Neb.;

¢ graduated from Creighton
University School of Dentistry in 1966;

¢ served in the Public Health
Service for two years;

* was a faculty member at the
School of Dentistry for over 31 years;

® was internationally recognized for
research in the field of laser dentistry;

¢ grew orchids and was a member
of the Greater Omaha Orchid Society
and the American Orchid Society;

¢ Joved classical music;

e regularly attended Opera Omaha
performances;

¢ and was a devoted husband,
father and grandfather.

His high standards spurred him to
excellence in his life and work. Dr.
Blankenau left his mark on this
institution and influenced so many
students. He continually strived for the
highest achievement in his own
ambitions and for the students he taught
and mentored. He was a vital part of the
“fabric” of this School for one-third of
its history.

He had an ambition, a need maybe,
to give something new to his profession,
something of value. He was devoted to
both students and colleagues, giving
generously of his time and energy to
them and to our School. Looking to the
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future, Dr. Blankenau requested that
funds generated through his research be
used to promote student research and
fund associated travel. In keeping with
his wishes, the Dr. Richard ]J. Blankenau
Endowed Fund for Student Research
has been created. At the end of his life,
seeing the excellence of our students
and graduates, he felt privileged to have
been able to fulfill some of his dearest
ambitions and dreams.

Throughout his tenure here and
until his illness made it impossible, his
life and work were noted for a vibrant
spirit and optimism. We will always
cherish that spirit and his enthusiasm
for excellence. As his illness wore on, it

... his life and work
were noted for a
vibrant spirit and

optimism.

was hard to watch him hurt and hard to
say goodbye. He made this easier,
though, by continuing to welcome us
into his life and by remaining deeply
interested in his colleagues and the
School’s welfare. He set a wonderful
example for us in life and also as he
approached his death. His absence,
which a few months ago was
unimagined, is deeply felt.

Dr. Dowd receives
prestigious Leeper
Award for teaching

r. Frank Dowd, Chair of the

Department of
Pharmacology at the Creighton
University School of Medicine,
received the Stephen H. Leeper
Award for Teaching Excellence at
the annual meeting of the
American Association of Dental
Schools on March 7 in Vancouver,
British Columbia. Dr. Dowd was
chosen by the Omicron Kappa
Upsilon National Dental Honor
Society selection committee from
nominations from the nation’s
dental schools.




The passing of a good friend

We were deeply saddened by the passing of our good friend and
colleague Dr. Richard J. Blankenau in June. Dr. Blankenau will long
be remembered by the great number of people he touched: students, fellow
faculty, administrators, alumni, the dental community, friends and family.
He will be missed.
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Gifts reach all-time high

In 1998-99, thanks to the generous support of alumni and friends, we
realized a significant increase in gifts to our School’s Annual Fund. Gifts
to the Fund totaled $252,983, marking the first time in our School’s history
that Annual Fund gifts surpassed $250,000.

The number of people contributing to the Annual Fund also has been
on the increase over the past few years. More than 1,127 individuals
contributed to Fund in 1998-99. The average gift was $224.

In addition, we received more than $41,600 in gifts to our endowment
funds. These gifts will help fund student scholarships and ensure that a
quality Creighton dental education remains affordable for generations to
come.

Membership in our donor recognition clubs also increased in 1998-99.
The Creighton Society now boasts 76 members, while the Dean’s Club has
107 members.

Your gifts will allow us to position the School for the 21st Century.

A reorganization effort is under way to further enhance the School’s
outstanding educational programs and implement a more patient-centered
approach. We will have a new departmental structure effective May 2000.
The reorganization will focus on comprehensive care and patient-centered
treatment.

In August, we “went live” with our new computer information
system. This system allows us to more efficiently and effectively serve our
patients. Patient scheduling and information, insurance and billing,
monitoring of patient care, and patient assignments are all handled by the
system.

By the summer of 2000, we will have completed the modernization of
our infection and instrument sterilization process. We will be changing to a
cassette system for instrument sterilization.

We wish to welcome into our School of Dentistry alumni community
our May graduates, and welcome our new fall freshman class. I'm sure our
84 freshmen will continue our tradition of excellence on National Board
and Regional Licensure Exams.

We look forward to a productive 1999-00 academic year and extend
our appreciation to you, our dedicated alumni, faculty and friends, for
your continued support.

Wayne W. Barkmeier, DDS, MS
Dean, School of Dentistry

FAculTy
NEws NOTES

r. Dennis E. Nilsson, Associate

Professor of Removable
Prosthodontics, represented the School
at the International College of
Prosthodontists Meeting, July 7-10, in
Stockholm, Sweden. He presented a
paper titled “A Clinical Evaluation of a

Silicone Based Soft Denture Liner.”

r. Mansoor H. Jabro, Professor of

Periodontics, was elected President
of the Nebraska Society of Periodontists
at the Annual Meeting in Omaha in

April.

Dr. W. Patrick Kelsey, ITI was
appointed to the position of
Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs. Dr.
Kelsey has been a faculty member at the
School for over 20 years. He chaired the
Department of Operative Dentistry for
four years and served as Assistant Dean
for Clinical Services and Director of
Clinics since January.

Dr. James H. Howard was appointed
to the position of Assistant Dean
for Clinical Services and Director of
Clinics in the School of Dentistry. Dr.
Howard has been a faculty member at
the School of Dentistry for more than
four years. He had been Assistant
Director of Clinics at the School since
1996.

Dr. Thomas R. Meng Jr. has been
appointed to the position of
Assistant Director of Clinics. Dr. Meng
joined the faculty at the School of

Dentistry approximately one year ago.

r. Gary H. Westerman, Chair and

Professor of Community and
Preventive Dentistry, has been
appointed a Faculty Associate in
Creighton’s Center for Health Policy
and Ethics.



Stevens Awarded
Research Internship

ourth-year dental student

Daron Stevens was awarded a
seven-week internship at the
National Institutes of Health,
Bethesda, Md. This is a
competitive opportunity that
accepts only a few students each
year.

Stevens spent 40 to 50 hours
per week working in the
Craniofacial Development Biology
and Regeneration Branch of the
National Institute of Dental and
Craniofacial Research. This
particular branch of the NIDCR
studies cancer and the movement
of cells. Stevens worked with his
mentors Eti Cukierman, Ph.D., and
Kenneth M. Yamada, M.D., Ph.D.,
studying cell interactions with
their extracellular environment. To
do this, Stevens learned various
techniques such as tissue culturing,
lipofluorescence microscopy and
digital integrated morphometry.

“I loved every minute of it,”
Stevens said. “This was an eye-
opener to the world of research
and its importance in dentistry. I
have a new respect for those who
devote their lives to search for the
truth. The people I worked with
this summer were top scientists
from all over the world. They are
outstanding and brilliant
individuals.”

At the end of the internship,
Stevens presented a poster of his
research at the National Institutes
of Health Poster Day 1999
Competition. He was given the
“Outstanding Scientific Poster
Presentation Award” by Henning
Birkedal-Hansen, D.D.S., Ph.D.,
Scientific Director of NIDCR.
Stevens also is submitting this
project to the International
Association for Dental Research
meeting held next spring in
Washington, D.C.

Dr. Randy Ellis, Associate Professor of
Pediatric Dentistry and Orthodontics,
provides care at the Nebraska Summer
Games.
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Dr. Zapp, DDS’61, addresses
the gathering.

Dr. Devine, DDS’52, left, receives his award
from Dr. Filippi, DDS’76.

CU assists with
Special Olympics

t was a gold medal performance.

Faculty at the School led a team of
dental health professionals in the first
“Special Olympics, Special Smiles”
program at the annual Special Olympics
Nebraska Summer Games.

Special Olympics athletes from
across the state participated in the
Games at Creighton. Creighton dental
students and students in the cooperative
Creighton/Iowa Western Community
College dental hygiene program
participated in the outreach.

Non-invasive oral health screening,
dental hygiene education and
nutritional counseling were provided
for the more than 350 Special Olympics
athletes. Each athlete received a “goody
bag” which contained a T-shirt, cap,
toothbrush, floss, toothpaste and dental
hygiene instruction manuals.

The event was part of the “Olympic
Village” in the ballroom of the Skutt
Student Center on Creighton’s campus.
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Alumni Advisory Board Honors Dr. Devine

he School’s Alumni Advisory Board

honored Joseph Devine, DDS’52, of
Cheyenne, Wyo., during the annual
Spring Dental Assembly in April for his
accomplishments as President of the
American Dental Association. John

Zapp, DDS’61, Executive Director of the
American Dental Association, gave
remarks in Dr. Devine’s honor. John
Filippi, DDS’76, President of the Alumni
Advisory Board, presented Dr. Devine
with a plaque.



he following articles, authored and co-

authored by School of Dentistry faculty, were
published recently: « Welie JVM. May a Dentist
Refuse to Treat an HIV-Positive Patient? An Ethical
Commentary to the 1998 Decision of the United
States Supreme Court in the Matter of Bragdon vs.
Abbot. Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy - A
European Journal 1998; 1:163-169. » Hasegawa TK,
Welie JVM. The Role of Codes of Ethics in Oral
Health Care. Journal of the American College of
Dentists; 1998, 65: 12-14. » Knowles KI, Ibarrolo JL,
Ludlow MO, Anderson JR, Newcomb BS. Rubber
Latex Allergy and the Endodontic Patient. Journal
of Endodontics; 1998, 24: 760-761. « Latta MA,
Barkmeier WW. Dental Adhesives in
Contemporary Restorative Dentistry. Dental Clinics
of North America; 1998, 42: 567-577.  Brenneise CV
and Conway KR. Dental Dysplasia, Type II. Report
of Two New Families and Review of the
Literature. Oral Surgery, Oral Medicine and Oral
Pathology 1999; 87:752-755. « Blankenau R],
Erickson RL and Rueggeberg F. New Light Curing
Options for Composite Resin Restorations.
Compendium 1999; 20:122-125, 129-135. « Wilcox
CW and Wilwerding TM. Aid for Preventing
Aspiration/Ingestion of Single Crowns. Journal of
Prosthetic Dentistry 1999; 81:370-371. ¢ Scheirton LS,
Welie JVM, Harris NO. Ethics and Preventive
Dentistry. In: Primary Preventive Dentistry (5th
Edition), Harris NO & Garcia-Codoy F (Eds); 1999,
Chapter 24, pp. 633-638. * Barkmeier WW,
Hammesfahr PD, Latta MA. Bond Strength of
Composite to Enamel and Dentin Using Prime &
Bond 2.1. Operative Dentistry; 1999, 24: 51-56.

he following abstracts were presented by
faculty and students (*=presenters):
American Association
of Dental Schools
* GR Huebner*. A Survey of Implant Practice
Patterns of Graduates Who Have Participated in a
Formal Undergraduate Implant Curriculum. |
Dent Ed 63:72 (Abstract 193), 1999. ¢ R Ocanto*.
Computer Aided Instruction in Dental Public
Health. AADS Technology Fair.
International Association
for Dental Research

* MA Latta, RJ Blankenau*, and RW Ellis. “Hybrid
Zone” Microstructure of Er:YAGtreated Dentin. |
Dent Res 78:110 (Abstract 36), 1999. « MA Latta*
and WW Barkmeier. Bond Strength to Enamel
Using Various Conditioning Techniques. | Dent Res
78:154 (Abstract 387), 1999. « MA Latta and CJ
Randall*. Physical Properties of Compomer
Restorative Materials. | Dent Res 78:157 (Abstract
412),1999. « WP Kelsey*, MA Latta, and WW
Barkmeier. Physical Properties of High Density
Composite Restorative Materials. | Dent Res 78:207
(Abstract 810), 1999. « RW Ellis* and MA Latta. An
Evaluation of the Anti-cariogenicity of Adhesive
Resin Cements. | Dent Res 78:227 (Abstract 970),
1999. « MA Latta, WW Barkmeier, RM Pitruzzello
and TM Wilwerding*. Laboratory Evaluation of a
Fluoride Releasing Adhesive Cement. | Dent Res
78:207 (Abstract 973), 1999. « G Westerman®*, J
Hicks, C Flaitz, R Blankenau and L Powell. Argon
Laser and APF Treatment Effect on Enamel Surface
Morphology. | Dent Res 78: 281 (Abstract 1407),
1999. « MA Latta, WT Cavel*, and RJ Blankenau.
Clinical Evaluation of a Hydrophilic Impression
Material. | Dent Res 78:310 (Abstract 1635), 1999.
* WW Barkmeier, SM Blake*, TM Wilwerding, and
MA Latta. In-Vitro Wear Assessment of Compomer
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Restoratives. | Dent Res 78:312 (Abstract 1652),
1999. « MA Latta, RM Pitruzzello, MN Kelsey* and
WW Barkmeier. Laboratory Evaluation of the KBN
Adhesive System. | Dent Res 78:392 (Abstract
2293), 1999. « R] Blankenau, KD Moses*, ML
Cherubini, and MA Latta. Effects of ER:YAG Laser
on Enamel and Dentin Microleakage. | Dent Res
78:393 (Abstract 2299), 1999. « WW Barkmeier*,
TM Wilwerding, MA Latta, and SM Blake. In-Vitro
Assessment of High Density Composite Resins. |
Dent Res 78:448 (Abstract 2737), 1999. ¢ R Ferrell*,
B Adams, Blange, W Kaldahl, and G Westerman.
The Treatment of Dentists and Its Impact on Dental
Treatment. | Dent Res 78:526 (Abstract 3366), 1999.

* MA Latta, RS Shaddy*, and WW Barkmeier.
Laboratory Evaluation of One-Component Dental
Adhesives. | Dent Res 78:534 (Abstract 3427), 1999.
Federation of American Societies of
Experimental Biology

* NS Norton*, JF Rodriguez-Sierra and M Ebadi.
Immunohistochemical Expression of
Metallothionein-II 24 Hours After Lesions to
Hippocampal Efferents. Fed Amer Soc Exper Bio
13:A1102, 1999. » M Ebadi, MP Bashir, MP
Leuschen, NS Norton and JF Rodriguez-Sierra.
Peroxynitrite-mediated Oxidative Stress in
Multiple Sclerosis and the Possible
Neuroprotective Actions of Metallothionein
Isoforms. Fed Amer Soc Exper Bio 13:A1104, 1999.
* SB Farnham, JP Adams, JF Rodriquez-Sierra, M
Ebadi and NS Norton. A Transmission Electron
Microscope Study on the Synaptogenic Effect of
Estradiol Benzoate on a Parkinson’s Animal
Model. Fed Amer Soc Exper Bio 13:A1103, 1999.

Association for Research on Otolaryngology
* LC Barritt* and D Cosgrove. Expression of the
Laminin Chains and Integrin Receptors in the
Developing Inner Ear of the Mouse. Assoc Res
Otolaryn, 1999.

Molecular Biology of Hearing
and Deafness Conference

* D Cosgrove*, D Meehan, LC Barritt, and K
Rogers. Molecular Mechanisms of Otopathology
in Alports’ Disease from a Mouse Gene Knockout
Model, 1999.

Honors presented at Senior Awards Banquet

he Department of Comprehensive

Dental Care (Dr. Luke F. Matranga,
Chair) was selected by the senior class
this spring as the School’s Department
of the Year. The following individual
honors also were presented at the 1999
Senior Awards Banquet in April:

e Instructors of the Year — Dr. Neil S.
Norton, Assistant Professor of Oral Biology,
freshman class; Dr. Terry M. Wilwerding,
Associate Professor and Chair of Fixed
Prosthodontics, sophomore class; Dr. Robert
J. Achterberg, Associate Professor of Oral
Diagnosis and Radiology (academic), and Dr.
Scott C. Di Lorenzo, Assistant Professor of
Fixed Prosthodontics (clinical), junior class;
Dr. Achterberg, senior class.

¢ Dr. Theodore J. Urban Memorial
Award for Outstanding Dedication to
Preclinical Education — Dr. W. Patrick

Kelsey, Assistant Dean for Academic
Affairs.

¢ Dr. Raymond W. Shaddy Memorial
Award for Outstanding Member of the
Clinical Faculty — Dr. Jared H. Smith,
Associate Professor and Chair of Removable
Prosthodontics.

¢ Dr. Anne M. Garred Memorial Award
for Outstanding Dedication in Providing
Dental Education — Dr. Dennis R.
Higginbotham, Associate Professor of
Comprehensive Dental Care and Director of
Continuing Education.

¢ Outstanding Clinical Instructor Award
for Outstanding Clinical Service and
Dedication — Dr. Kenneth L. Knowles,
Associate Professor of Endodontics and
Chair of Curriculum.

e Sara K. Susman Memorial Award for
Outstanding Dedication by Support Staff —
Mary Jo Duggan.
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