
June 25,1911 - Disobedience of orders, running away from a tactical officer when ordered to halt about 12:25 
a.m. - 5 demerits
July 20, 1911 - Failing to report to dental surgeon on the 19th instant, after making appt, for that date - 3 demerits 
Dec. 30, 1911 - Absent from room about 11:05 p.m.
Sept. 22, 1912 - contracting to purchase furlough book without authority - 5 demerits
May 4, 1913 - On roof over porch of barracks about 9 p.m. - 5 demerits
John P. Markoe standing in "Order of General Merit" from letter to Jeff Smith from Stanley Tozeski, USMA archives 
Conduct: 103rd, 95th, 99th, 97th
Practical Military Engineering (years 1, 2, 4): 54th, 64th, 14th
Drawing (years 2,3): 4th, 11th

• Louis A. Merrilat, end for Army, Mernlat was a first-team All-American in bom 1913 and 1914. He was severely wounded by airplane machine gun fire 
dunng World War I,-’8!’9' but went on to play in the NFL as a 33-year-old rookie in igzsJ2^ He later became a soldier of fortune, training Iran's Persian 

Guard, working with the Chinese Army tn the 1930s, and serving in the French Foreign LagtonJ21’

All-Americans of 1913 ^1

1914 Standing at Service Schools and in Examinations for Appointment or Promotion
John Prince Markoe - Graduated from the United States Military Academy, standing No. 87 in a class of 107 
members.(for all 4 years, 102 of 107 for last year)
1914 "Howitzer", USMA yearbook
John P. Markoe, "Johnny" - Of no one in the class do we think more than of John, and there is no one who more 
deserves our esteem. Possessing unlimited abilities, there is very little which he is incapable of performing; but 
with it all there is a quiet demeanor which adds much to his character. John had every chance in the world to be 
possessed of chevrons yet he plainly showed that he cared but little for this elusive honor so much sought after by 
some. Taken all in all, there is everything to like and nothing to dislike in his makeup and in the nobility of 
manhood he stands out as a true and loyal Prince.
Orders
Cadet, 2 Lt. June 12,12 10th Cav. To join station on exp of grad leave, July 30
July 11, 1914 from John P. Markoe to Adjutant Gen, of the Army
I accept my commission, appointing me a 2nd Liet. of cavalry
Arrives Ft. Huachuca Sept. 14/14 (Grad leave & enroute June 12, '14 to Sept. 14, '14; 3 months 3 days) 
Oct 9, 1914 letter from Commanding Officer, 10th Cavalry, Naco, AZ to Commanding Officer, 2d Cavalry Brigade, 
Naco, AZ

Subject: Arrest of 2d Lieut. J.P. Markoe, 10th Cavalry (incident on Oct7-8)
As required by A.R. 924, written report is made of arrest of 2d Lieut. J.P. Markoe and his subsequent release under 
the following circumstances:
On march to Naco from Ft. Huachuca, Lieut. Markoe placed in charge of wagon train of eight wagons, including 
machine gun wagons. Five miles from Naco one wagon's team of mules "in some way got their double tree 
detached from the wagon tongue and ran away. This was about midnight." Private Douglas chased mules but they 
got away. Douglas returned to train and Lt. Markoe had heard about "mishap" and "demanded an explanation." 
After listening to Douglas, Markoe "then drew his pistol and pointed it at Private Vest Douglas, both at the time 
being mounted. Douglas seized the pistol thrusting the muzzle to one side when it was discharged in the ground 
when Douglas slipped from his horse and sought cover." "Sgt. Taylor of the Machine Gun Troop, who was present 
urged the Lt. not to shoot and the disturbance ended."
Conclusion was Markoe, new to the troop only a few weeks, "lost his head under the excitement of the moment," 
"the loss of a team in the darkness temporarily unbalanced him."
"Believing that he keenly regrets the occurrence, I have felt that his arrest and return to the post was sufficient 
punishment."
Dec 31, 1914 - Lieutenant Markoe submitted his resignation, for the good of the service (per Dec 3,1915 letter 
from Sect, of War to Gov Hammond of Minn.)(resignation not accepted due to pending charges)
1914 Summary of Efficiency Reports of John P. Markoe



By Lt. Col. Morton F. Smith, Commandant of Cadets, US Military Academy
Attention to duty, habits, general bearing and military appearance - Very good
Attitude toward discipline - Good
Very Athletic; Horsemanship - Very good; Marksmanship - Sharpshooter; Swordsmanship — Fair
General ability for an officer - Very good. Should be assigned to organization under strict commanding officer 
By Captain Willard H. McCornack, 10th Cavalry, commanding Troop F
Attention to duty and professional zeal - Excellent
General bearing and military appearance - Very Good
Intelligence and judgment shown in instructing, drilling and handling enlisted men - Very Good, commensurate 
with his experience
H. Has he been given to habits of intemperance at any time during the period covered by this report? - On Dec 3 he 
is alleged to have been drunk. This is at present being investigated by the Regimental Commander.
I. Was this officer the subject of any disciplinary measure during the period covered by this report? 1. None except 
as a result of his conduct Dec 3rd I notified him that I would press charges against him unless he would take a 
pledge. This he expressed a willingness to do. It is in the hands of the Regimental Commander.
Aptitude for field service - Commensurate with experience
M. Should he be intrusted with such important duties, requiring discretion and judgment as are commensurate 
with his rank and length of service? - Yes, under supervision per answer to H.
N. Considering the possible requirements of the service, in peace and war, would you desire to have this officer 
under you immediate command? - Yes, provided he takes a pledge, not otherwise

"very athletic; horsemanship, very good; My general estimate is that this officer will develop into an excellent 
officer and a credit to the service, provided he totally abstains from the use of liquor, but not otherwise.
By Col. William C. Brown, Commanding 10th Cavalry -
This officer was under my observation from time of joining about the middle of September till Oct. 8, and in camp 
at Naco from Dec 14 to 31, 1914. On account of misconduct on October 7, which I afterward learned was due to 
intoxications, and for which charges were preferred, and on account of other lapses from sobriety and resulting 
misconduct for all of which I have been informed he has been tried, make his further continuance in the service, in 
my opinion, undesirable and I so informed him about Dec 15, last. He appears to lose his senses when under the 
influence of liquor. From a partly physical point of view, he is one of the finest lieutenants in the regiment."

(my notes on timeline: Oct. 7 struggles with Private Douglas, gun goes off. Markoe is arrested 
and returned to post (Ft. Huachuca). Dec. 3 drunk with farrier Whiting, gives Whiting 3 bottles 
of whiskey to smuggle on to Fort H. Commanding officer makes him take pledge in order to 
avoid charges. Dec 31 drunk in Fashion Bar, forcibly removed by provost guard)
Records of court martial convened on Jan. 18, 1915 - five charges
Charges I, II and III having to do with incident with Private Douglas and the mules; "Drunkenness on Duty,", 
"Conduct unbecoming an officer and gentleman," "Assault with a deadly weapon to the prejudice of good order 
and military discipline."
Charge IV "Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline" - On Dec. 3,1914 Markoe gave Troop 
F's farrier, John Whiting, three bottles of whiskey to smuggle on to Fort Huachuca; Whiting would get one of the 
bottles. Markoe also gave Whiting two drinks at the Ft. Huachuca siding, two more at the The Half Way House bar. 
At 1 a.m. on Dec. 4, following his outing with Whiting, Markoe also was "in the presence of the enlisted men of his 
regiment so much under the influence of intoxicating liquor as to be unable to perform his duty as an officer." 
Additional Charge "Conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman in violation of the 61st Article of War" - on 
Dec. 30, between 7 and 9 p.m., Markoe became violently drunk in the Fashion Bar and "forcibly" brought several 
civilians up to the bar "against their protests" and insisted they drink with him, "did otherwise act in so disorderly a 
manner as to cause the provost guard to be sent for." "did become so drunk and disorderly" that the provost guard 
had to forcibly remove and arrest him "to the scandal and disgrace of the service."
Findings - Charge I - Not Guilty: Charge 2 - Not Guilty of "assault", but guilty of "discharging" pistol as opposed to 
"pointing", Guilty of "conduct to the prejudice of good order"; Charge 3 - Not Guilty, but guilty of "conduct to the 
prejudice of good order"; Charge 4 - Not Guilty; Additional Charge - Guilty



March 4,1915 letter from Lindley M. Garrison, Sect, of War, to The President
Submitting proceedings of general court-martial at Naco, AZ in Jan. 1915 for John Markoe, sentenced to be 
dismissed from the service. Record of trial and recommendation by Judge Advocate General the sentence be 
confirmed.
"Eight of the nine members of the court have recommended clemency in view of the youth and inexperience of Lt. 
Markoe, but this recommendation is not concurred in by the Commanding General, Southern Department. The 
Judge Advocate General points out that the officer had the benefit of four years training at the USMA" 
Placed in arrest Oct 8 for "offenses alleged to have grown out of his use of intoxicating liquors, took pledge to 
abstain but indulged on nights of Dec. 3-4, and 30, 1914
"actions of Lieutenant Markoe do not warrant such confidence in his future conduct as to justify the exercise of 
clemency. The record in this case indicates such a condition of incorrigibility that there is little hope that 
Lieutenant Markoe will ever be fit to hold a commission."
March 9, 1915 - to Commanding General, Southern Department, Fort Sam Houston, Texas
"Sentence dismissal imposed by court-martial case Second Lieutenant John P. Markoe, Tenth Cavalry, confirmed by 
President {Woodrow Wilson), effective March ten."
March 10, 1915 General Order 12, War Dept
Sentence: To be dismissed the service of the United States.

Aug 29, 1915 letter to John Markoe from W.C. Brown, former commanding officer in 10th Cav.
My dear Mr. Markoe:
I have yours of the 24th and first let me say that I have not the slightest animosity towards you. I am glad to hear 
from you and particularly pleased to know that you have cut out liquor entirely; some people you know can't use it 
at all and you are probably one of them - at least others have told me so. You are not the only man so 
constituted! Don't however get discouraged. You have a good education, good health, a physique which is far 
above average and I see no reason why a man with those qualities should not succeed.
Don't attempt to conceal why you left the Army; if you do people will surmise more that what really did occur. I 
am the more certain that this is the right course for you to pursue as you tell me that you have profited by your 
past experience and are now strictly on the "water wagon." People knowing all this will trust you as long as they 
see you are standing up to your resolutions and do not touch liquor all all.
I am sorry, very sorry that my duty compelled me to do what I had to do in your case, but far from any 
vindictiveness I have only kindly feelings for you and with your every success. You are at liberty to show this letter 
to anyone as evidence of good will from your former commanding officer and colonel. With best wishes always, 
believe me.
Sincerely yours, W.C. Brown
Sept 12, 1915 letter from W.H. McCarnack, Capt 10 Cav to John Markoe
...I would be very glad to have you assigned to my troop. ...I believe that if reinstated you will be a credit to the 
service and repay the Government for the expense of your education.
Sept. 13, 1915 letter to John Markoe in St. Paul from PRC Cabell, Lieut. 10th Cavalry
My Dear Markoe,
Your letter telling me of your intention to try to be re-instated in the Army has just been received. Knowing fully 
all the details of the offenses for which you were tried and dismissed, having personally investigated the case, and 
having myself preferred the charges upon which you were dismissed, I am therefore thoroughly informed of the 
whole case against you. With this knowledge I am prepared to say unhesitatingly that I hope you will succeed in 
being re-instated.
Your offenses were all due to "excesses due to drinking", I had power to word charges in such a way that would 
make dismissal mandatory on conviction-1 did this thinking you were not "capable of reforming"
I now am convinced that the severe lesson you have received has shown you the evils of drink and that your total 
abstinence since that time has shown that you can and will cease from drink. When you were not drinking you 
were as far as I know a good officer. If you have absolutely quit drinking I believe you would now make a good



officer, and I repeat that I would be more than glad to see you re-instated and hope you succeed in getting re­
instated.

Nov 25, 1915 Minneapolis Morning Tribune "All-Stars and Marines Confident of W(in?), Hard Game Sure in Clash 
Today; Many Former Minnesota Heroes Will be on Nicollet Gridiron Today, Including Three ex-Gopher Captains - 
Marines Have Men of Note in Football World
Caption under photo of "Three of the All-Stars" - On the left the famous John McGovern, lawyer, football star, 
coach and man; on the right John Markoe, a St. Paul boy who gained fame with the West Point team. In the center 
Joe Thompson, a former Yale player and a Minneapolis product. All three will play against the Marines today.
All Stars - LE. - Markoe
Undated article "Markoe and Bromley to Be on Team - McGovern is after more Heroes for All-Star Eleven 
Two college stars of other days have already been signed by Johnny McGovern for his All-Star football team which 
is to meet the Marines at Nicollet park Thanksgiving day. McGovern said yesterday that John Markoe, West Point 
end of renown, would play one of the wing positions.
Nov 29, 1915 letter from Winfield S. Hammond, Governor of Minn, to Lindley H. Garrison, Sect, of War
My dear Sir:
Permit me to call your attention to the case of John P. Markoe of St. Paul who is seeking reinstatement in the 
Army. ...comes from an excellent family. I am told that since his return to St. Paul last spring he has been a total 
abstainer. In my opinion he has thoroughly reformed, and if he were reinstated, I believe he would make a good 
officer. Some very prominent friends of the family in this city have asked me to write you, and upon learning of his 
reform, I am glad to do so.
Dec 3, 1915 memo from Adjutant General's Office, War Dept. - overview of charges, "No application has been 
received from Lt. Markoe for reinstatement in the Army
Dec 3, 1915 letter from Lindley Garrison, Sect, of War to Honorable W.S. Hammond, Gov, of Minn.
Acknowledges receipt of letter, gives overview of Markoe charges and findings
In view of the charges of which Lieutenant Markoe was found guilty I regret to inform you that favorable action on 
the request for the reinstatement of Lieutenant Markoe cannot be had by the War Department.
Dec 3, 1915 letter from Thomas O'Brien (attorney, former Minn Supreme Court) to F.B. Lynch (Minn. Dem. National 
Committeeman)
I am writing to obtain your good offices on behalf of John P. Markoe, who was dismissed from the U.S. Army some 
months ago, upon the charge of drunkenness.
...stationed somewhere along the Texas Border. I imagine he was restless, and impatient, and finally he became 
intoxicated, and amongst other things insisted on endeavoring to get the entire civil population in the town where 
he was stationed, intoxicated also.
He made no proper defense and did not seem to realize what dismissal from the Army would mean...and it is, as 
you can easily understand, casting a shadow upon his entire family.
Mr. F.C. Stevens (Congressman, Minn) is taking a great interest in the matter and will bring it to the attention of 
the Sect, of War. Mr. Van Dyke (Congressman, Minn.) has promised his hearty co-operation. ...if you will do 
something to help the matter along while you are in Washington this time, I will appreciate it very much.
Dec 9, 1915 letter from F.B. Lynch to L.M, Garrison, Sect of War
I enclose herewith a letter ..from former Justice O'Brien of the Supreme Court of Minn, about John Markoe.
I know the Markoe family and have heard of the young man from my own children.
Would it be possible, in view of the apparent necessity which will soon come about for more officers in the army, 
to get him re-instated?
Would you be willing to recommend it to the President if I would go to him and make an appeal for the young 
man?
Dec 11, 1915 letter from P.C. March, Adjutant General to F.B. Lynch
Acknowledges receipt of letter by Sect of War...to inform you that there are now no vacancies in the grade of 2nd 
Lt....it is not probable that such vacancies will become available for civilian candidates in the near future.
Dec 13, 1915 memo for Judge-Advocate General:
Mr. Stevens, member of Congress from Minn, was here this morning... He informed me that he proposed to 
introduce a bill in Congress for the reinstatement of Mr. Markoe in the Army and that the bill would be sent to the 
War Dept for comments.



Jan 3, 1916 memo for the Chief of Staff, Office of Advocate General, War Dept. - Subject: Reinstatement of John P. 
Markoe
Overview of Markoe incidents, includes these statements:
Fashion Baron Dec 30-"He drank whiskey there; became drunk; he insisted upon civilians, including Mexicans of 
the peon class who were in the bar room, drinking with him; he seized them by the backs of their coats, two at a 
time, one on each side of him, and forced them up to the bar." "His conduct in and at the Fashion Bar in Naco, 
Arizona, on the night of Dec. 30,1914, was exceedingly disgraceful in an officer."
Gun incident- "It is thus seen that within the first month of duty as an officer, and while upon an important 
mission, Lieutenant Markoe had a soldier buy whiskey for him, drank some of it in the presence of soldiers in his 
command...lt is not believed he would have so pointed the pistol nor that it would have been discharged had 
Lieutenant Markoe been sober."
His not drinking since then... "It is not believed that these facts would justify his reinstatement as an officer in the 
Army at the present time or within the near future and such is not recommended."
March 13, 1916 - 64th Congress, 1st Session, H.R. 13158, In the House of Representatives
A Bill (introduced by Mr. Van Dyke, referred to Committee on Military Affairs): Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the President be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint John P. Markoe, formerly a 
second lieutenant in the Tenth Regiment United States Cavalry, to the grade of second lieutenant in the Army of 
the United States: Provided, That prior to such appointment the said John P. Markoe shall pass a medical 
examination satisfactory to the Secretary of War.
March 24, 1916 - 64th Congress, 1st Session, S. 5262, In the Senate of the United States
A Bill (introduced by Mr. Clapp, referred to Committee on Military Affairs): For the appointment of John P. Markoe 
as 2nd Lieutenant in the United States Army (same language as above)
April 11 and April 22,1916 letters from Sect, of War H.L. Scott (The one exception in the twentieth century 
occurred when Maj. Gen. Hugh L. Scott officiated as Secretary of War at President Wilson's request 
following the simultaneous departures of Secretary Garrison and Assistant Secretary Breckinridge on 10 
February 1916 and until Secretary Baker fs arrival on 9 March 1916.) to Chairmen House and Senate 
Committee on Military Affairs
Overview of Markoe incidents - I do not believe that these facts would justify his reinstatement as an officer in the 
Army at the present time or within the near future and such is not recommended; In view of his record the 
reinstatement of Mr. Markoe as an officer in the Army is not recommended.
May 22,1916 affadavit of Frederick D. McCarthy
has been friend of John Markoe for eight years, has been a Lt. in Minn. National Guard for past several years, last 
Sept. John Markoe enlisted as private in Company that McCarthy is in. Markoe has "assisted this affiant materially 
by way of instruction and suggestions regarding military matters." "he now knows that the said Markoe has 
ceased the use of such liquors entirely...this affiant believes that it would be for the betterment of the military 
service of the United States to restore to duty the said John P. Markoe."
Letters advocating reinstatement:
June 5,1916 from Eugene Quigley (fraternity brother to Markoe family friend) to Newton Baker, Sect of War
June 12, 1916 letter to Congressman Stevens from John Reegan, family friend - "I understand that the friends of 
Mr. John P. Markoe, of St. Paul, are endeavoring to have him restored to his rank in the Army...
June 16, 1916 letter to Congressman Stevens from James Denegre - "Along with several others, I am personally 
very much interested in seeing John Markoe re-instated in the Army."
June 18, 1916 letter from Lt. Col Arthur Johnson, Minn. Nat. Guard to Whom it May Concern - "This is to certify 
that I have known John P. Markoe for the past year since his separation from the Army as an officer, and since his 
enlistment, in the Fall of 1915, in Company H, 1st Inf. Minn. Nat. Guard. ...I write this to express my hope that John 
P. Markoe may be reappointed as an officer of the Army."
June 26,1916 from D.W. Lawler (lawyer, family friend) to Sect of War
June 27, 1916 from Carl Van Dyke to Sect of War - enclosures, "ask that you reopen the case in the anticipation 
that you give a favorable report on the bill introduced by me for the reinstatement of Mr. Markoe." Response 
from Newton Baker, Sect, of War: It may be well that Mr. Markoe is now able to resist temptation, but



apparently the life of the Army makes it hard for him, and I am inclined to believe that it would be better for 
him not to apply for reinstatement.
July 10, 1916 from Major Gen. Thomas H. Barry(former Superintendent of USMA who made deal with Markoe) to 
Adjutant General - "I am satisfied he has the making of an excellent soldier in him if he will let liquor alone. I 
therefore recommend his case to the favorable consideration of the Sect, of War." 
Sept. 7, 1916 from Charles Castle, Infantry Major 
July 1,1916 St. Paul Dispatch
Governor Burnquist yesterday commissioned John P. Markoe of St. Paul captain of Company F, Second infantry. 
Aug 23, 1916 letter from William at Saint Stanislaus Seminary; to John, letter is 13 pages, pg. 8-12 are centered on 
William probing and encouraging John about a religious vocation
p. 2 Do you remember the day you were here it was so hot we spent the afternoon (a part of it) in the root cellar? I 
haven't seen you since right after you graduated and you were heading for the border. That is two years ago this 
fall.
p. 4 (after writing that he'd like to live and labor in "the wilds of Africa and the vast territories of India") Even in the 
United States, among the poor blacks, there is a field counting over ten million immortal souls, wherein on could 
expend his energy and charity. Few seem to be willing to undergo the humiliation of working with the Negroes of 
our country.
p. 5 I would like to take one good old lay brother with me, or go alone if necessary, and be let loose, either in the 
Black Belt of the south, or the vast unexplored regions of Africa. I don't know much, but I figure a good heart, and 
charity is all that is needed to win souls to Christ, and it would be up to God to supply these.
p. 7 Our Lord wants men for his work, and to be his followers. If a man is physically strong, and has a generous 
courage to sacrifice himself for the friend who died in agony for him, no one can dare say that God does not desire 
very much, that such a one should become his own servant and apostle.
p. 8 John, I don't mean to be too personal, but I think I know you pretty well and I love you much more, and I 
know how the devil tries to bluff and distract people, and so when the opportunity presents itself I kind of feel 
bound to say something which might help you. I would like to ask you one question, John, and that is whether 
you were absolutely certain it was the will of God that you should do so when you went to West Point, or 
enlisted in the Militia?
p. 10 John, I don't want you to think I am urging you to embrace a religious life if you do not feel inclined that way. 
But I have not forgotten what you told me in your own letter as regards the way you feel. The reason I tell you 
what I do is because you have told me how you feel and I don't think you will have changed (If anything I bet you 
are more disgusted with the trinkets of time that ever before) and I write to encourage you and maybe help you 
see your duty more clearly.
Aug 29, 1916 letter from William to John
p. 3 I never knew that you were in the militia before this Mexican scare broke out. It is a good thing you got 
Captain out of it, because I suppose you would have gone as a private otherwise.
p. 4 If you keep praying as best you can and in your own way, and just go on existing trying always to do what you 
think is most pleasing to God, you can be sure you will land where he wants you in the end. You can be a good 
Christian wherever you are, as long as you are trying your best.
I would like to tell you about the blacks we are working with. You would sure like them. Do you remember that 
time you and I were sitting out on the front lane here and that old Negroe with his wife drove up to the front 
door? Mother was with us too. You said you thought Our Lord would be most pleased to enter the shanty of 
people like that. I always remembered that remark, and the funny part is that we actually did go down to his 
shanty, succeeded in making him consent to be baptize and go to confession and then went again with Fr. 
Gerning (sp?) and brought the Blessed Sacrament and gave him his first Holy Communion. He is now only 
waiting to die and go to heaven.
Oct. 18, 1916 letter from William to John
p. 11 noted everything you told me, and I surely appreciate your trying position. I feel a great deal mor sympathy 
for you by the fact that all you told me is so much like the troubles and doubts that afflicted me for a long time 
before I came here to be a Jesuit.
p. 3 Sometimes too, I would be ungrateful enough to kind of satisfy my conscience by thinking, "Why, I would be 
only making a jackass out of myself if I would even mention being a Jesuit, and most of all if I would be so 
exceptional as to leave the ordinary stream of life which everybody follows.



p. 6 (Wim is describing the struggle he went through as he tried to decide whether he should take up a religious 
vocation) Sometimes things came to such a pass that for five minutes I would say I should, then for five minutes 
that I shouldn't. Then I would try to think harder than ever, and I would ask myself, ought I, or would I be a fool, or 
ought I not. Until, as you said, I was almost driven crazy. John, all that such a business is, is merely the conflict 
between the grace of God pitted against our corrupt nature with its self seeking, and against the suggestions of the 
world and the devil.
William offers 3 pieces of advice from St. Ignatius: To many a person they would seem hard or even narrow, but 
they are founded on the highest wisdom, and given by a saint. One is: Do now what you think you will wish you 
had done at the hour of your death... Again he says, suppose yourself to meet a stranger who is in exactly the 
position which you are in then St. Ignatius says, for you yourself to do that which in your secret heart you would 
advise him to do if you had a strong desire fro his best welfare. Then in general, Saint Ignatius says to always place 
before you your last end; the sole reason of your having been created at all being to save your soul and so give 
glory to God. Do that which leads to this end, and reject what leads the opposite.
p. 10 As far as your past career goes...he purposely leads us by checkered ways in order to show how little we 
ourselves have to do with what he accomplishes through us.
p. 11 In his mysterious wisdom he converts our very faults into means for the furtherance of his glory at some later 
date...You need not fear a bit about the Society not receiving you. The Society does not go out in the highways 
seeking for members. Its members are chosen by God, and God is the one who inspires and sends applicants to his 
own company.
p. 12. If you make up your mind to be a Jesuit, I would just get rid of everything else that stands in the way, as soon 
as possible, for example your present commission etc., and just come and see the Provincial at Saint Louis, and you 
needn't worry about not being received. You are young compared with many who join the Society.
p. 13 As far as studies go you would have no trouble. You would just have to tell the Provincial that you had five 
years Latin and four years Greek. The requirement is four years Latin and one year Greek. You can come here to 
begin your novitiate at any time you wish; of course after the Provincial receives you the Master of the Novices 
would tell you when to blow in, but no particular time during the year is required.
p. 15 All you have to do is to cast yourself on the Mercy of God, and make the leap. Everything is clear before you; 
all that is left is for you to act.
p. 16 The more checkered one's career is in the past, the more he should want everything, all purgatory and the 
rest of it cleaned out forever, and he can take a whole new start before God and man.
Closes with Never get discouraged and tell the devil to go to hell.
P.S. John, I was looking at your letter again, and noticed what you said about getting a little wild in the life you had 
to lead the last several years...lf we were all saints it wouldn't be necessary to do anything to save our soul...Even if 
we fall, but keep trying, God is pleased with us.
Oct 20, 1916 letter from William to John
p. 1 If you come to the conclusion to try and leave the army to follow another course, I should think Dad could pull 
a few strings and get you out. You would just have to write him, and he would probably find out that he had some 
great aunt who was the ninth cousin to the president and get her to get you out.
Back of p. 1 There is another thing I want to tell you, which involved the taking of a little liberty on my part, but 
which I which I think will encourage you and for which you will be grateful. I went in private to a priest, well 
capable of judging in such matters, and told him as well and clearly as I could about your case, and what I had 
written to you in this letter. I purposely did this before I mailed this letter so I would not run the risk of being over- 
enthusiastic in speaking my mind to you. He told me that he thought you showed clear and unmistakable signs of 
a vocation from God... He told me to tell you that only notorious criminals were barred from the Society.
I hope this will give you confidence and courage.
Nov. 16, 1916 letter from William to John
p. 11 received your letter today, and I don't think there would be much sense in my trying to tell you how happy it 
has made me. If at the same time, I had received another letter saying, that each of the other members of our 
family had inherited the greatest riches and honors in the world, I would have laughed with disgust in comparison 
to the joy I have received from your note.
I praise Go with my whole heart, and congratulate you a thousand times, that Christ should call you to be a Jesuit, 
one of his own company: and I certainly thank you for taking me into your confidence; I will not mention he 
subject to anyone.



I will count the days until you come to Florissant.
Dec. 7,1916 editorial from Worthington Progressive newspaper: "Let's Make a Real Christmas for Our Boys at the 
Border - Colonel Morrison and Captain Markoe Urge Worthington Citizens to Remember Nations Defenders in 
Cheerless Border Camps"
Telegram from Worthington and Markoe letter to editor are printed with editorial
Markoe letter: "As Christmas is drawing near I am wondering whether we can not do a little something for the men 
down here on that day...Could we not start a little movement on foot in Worthington to send some little present to 
each one of the men in our Company?...! might suggest that a committee of citizens be appointed to handle the 
matter...! will enclose a list of the names of all the men in our Company."
Editorial ends with "While we are remembering the boys at the border, let us not forget this generous-hearted 
officer who had done so much for our fellows, both at Ft. Snelling and Llano Grande, and who those who are 
especially interested in Company F are, to put it mildly, "crazy" to meet. We believe it is no more than just and 
right that Worthington, as a body, see to it that Captain John P. Markoe received some substantial token of the 
esteem in which he is held by every citizen of our thriving city. The spirit of the man breathes in the above letter in 
his anxiety to have the best Christmas possible for his men. Let us show that we appreciate it." 
Dec 20, 1916 letter from William to John
Several days ago I received a letter from Dad...He told me the first regiment had come home, and you might be 
sent back towards the end of January. I hope you will be able to come before next spring. I think you will if we keep 
praying that you might be free to come. As soon as you have given yourself to God (I know you have already done 
so as far as you are able) you will be a free man forever...
I can imagine how happy Mother and Dad will be when they know that you are coming here.
Do you remember when you came home from West Point on furlough, the camp we had over by the reef out at 
White Bear? About all I can remember is sailing watermelon at each other, and Emmett Culligan wiping the bread 
knife on the seat of his pants.
I certainly look forward to actually living with you again.
Jan 24, 1917-John Markoe "mustered out of M.S. (Minn. State?) service"; Occupation-Clerk; Character of 
service - Honest and Faithful
Jan 29, 1917 letter from William to John
I was more than glad to get your letter. I have just fifteen minutes before the mail will go so will merely tell what is 
necessary and write a letter later. When one wants to join the Society there isn't much red tape, but a certain 
form is followed. First you have to make your application to Father Provincial. He is at Saint Louis University. At 
first I thought you would have a chance of seeing him there personally. But as it is, I would just write him a little 
note, because it would be more convenient. Tell him your age, that you have had the required studies, and that 
your have had your mind firmly made up for some time. He will answer you and tell you to go to some place to be 
examined. Not in any studies! It is merely the custom that one must see four Fathers separately and each one asks 
a few questions. Then all you have to do is come here. As this will mean you won't leave home right away I will 
drop a letter later telling you what to bring etc.
Don't worry if you don't get a sudden answer from the Provincial. I never got one. I packed my trunk, said good­
bye to everybody and came down and finished the whole business in one day. I think, though, you will get an 
answer right away. I will pray for you. I know it is a hard time.
Jan. 30, 1917 letter from William to John
As regards what to bring... goes on to describe what to bring for clothes, etc.
I forgot to give you Father Burrows' full name it doesn't matter. His initial is Alex. J. Burrows. If you addressed him 
Fr. Provincial it is just as good.
Don't worry about you being examined. I don't remember if the questions one is asked will touch on your 
"resignation" when with the army or not. If that is brought out, just tell about it and they will probably make you a 
Duke in the Society. All the guys haven't got that honor which was accorded to you down on the border, when 
with the army. None of that business will make any difference.
Feb 6,1917 letter from W.T. Mollison, Col., 2nd Minn. Inf, to Captain John Markoe
My dear Captain:
It is with sincere regret that I am forwarding "Approved" your resignation as Captain in the 2nd Regt. As I have 
always felt that you had been a splendid addition to our Corps of Officers, however, I would not be consistent in



my friendship, if I did not, at once, reply, favorably, to your request. I therefore enclose your resignation, duly 
approved.
Wishing you the best of success in any undertaking you may take up.
Feb 14, 1917 Florissant MO, letter from John to Tee
I surely was glad to hear from you again and can appreciate your position about resigning, etc. But here is the way 
to look at that. I would resign right away to begin with. Your desire to be a priest comes from God who out-ranks 
any government.

More letters/telegrams advocating reinstatement
Feb 22, 1917 - C.E. Hamilton, British Vice Consul (met Markoe when he was asst, to Superintendent at Minneapolis 
Steel and Machinery) to Congressman Van Dyke
Feb 22, 1917 - M.E. Simpson, Gen. Supt. Minn. Steel and Machinery, to Congressman Van Dyke -"In general we 
considered him one of the brightest young men we have ever had in our plant and particularly admired his gentle 
demeanor and never failing courtesy, his implicit obedience to orders and to those placed over him as well as his 
skill in handling men under his direction and the universal respect he commanded from all."
Feb 22, 1917 - Thomas D. O'Brien to Congressman Van Dyke (O'Brien had written once earlier, as well)
Feb 23,1917 - telegram from Minn. Governor J.A.A. Burnquistto Newton Baker, Sect of War
Feb 23, 1917 -O.J. Quane, Lt. Col., 2nd Minn Inf to Congressman Van Dyke - "As his battalion commander in the 2nd 
Minn. Inf., I had every opportunity to observe the work of Captain John P. Markoe. He was model officer. His 
deportment was above criticism; his bearing at all times that of a man of fine character, and one of sincere and 
patriotic convictions. While he exacted the strictest discipline, the men of his company quickly discerned his ability 
as an officer. Thereafter he had their complete confidence.
Following officers of 2nd Minn, familiar with his fine record in Mexican border service, join with me urging the 
reinstatement...(lists one Major, five Captains and thirteen Lts)
April 7, 1917 letter from James C. Markoe, M.D. (John's father) to Adjutant General requesting reinstatement and 
guidance on how to go about it.
April 13, 1917 reply to James Markoe from Adjutant General, telling him that the Sect of War "declined to 
recommend legislation authorizing his reinstatement."
April 18, 1917 - Lt. Col. William J. Murphy, 1st Minn. Field Artillery - "add my testimony in relation to his good 
habits and effective service as a Company Commander in the 2nd Minn. Infantry. At Camp Llano Grande, Tex, the 
camp of the 1st Field Artillery was beside that of the 2nd Infantry. I therefore had special opportunity to observe 
Captain Markoe...his personal habits and general conduct were exemplary...
March 1, 1917 reply to Gov. Burnquist from Newton Baker, Sect of War
After reviewing Markoe's history-"I regret that t cannot comply with your request."
March 6, 1917 Wim to Tee from St. Stanislaus Seminary 
John is well and happy. He seems to be right at home.

From undated, unattributed article (Register,March 11, 1917 by date below, by content likely a Minneapolis/St. 
Paul paper)
The New York World of March 11 says: John C. Markoe, who won the coveted "A" as a member of the West Point 
football team, who saw active service with the regular Army and was under fire at Parral, Mexico, and then left the 
regular Army and joined the Minnesota National Guard, in which he served all the past summer and fall on the 
Mexican border, has forsaken the profession of arms to enter the priesthood. He is a son of Dr. J.C. Markoe, of St 
Paul, and he has entered St. Stanislaus Seminary at Florissant, a suburb of St. Louis. With his military training it 
seemed natural that in seeking an order with which to ally himself, he should choose the Jesuits, which was 
organized by a soldier who had been disabled by wounds and built up on military lines.
April 18, 1917 letter from James Markoe to Col. T.O. Murphy, Adjutant General, Wash D.C.
Argues that John's sentence was "too harsh and drastic." "It does seem strange if there is no method of removing 
this stigma and odium attached to my son's name and of giving relief to his family."
April 18, 1917: To Whom It May Concern from Geo. S. Whitney, Asst. Adjutant Gen. of Minn.
The records of this office show that John P. Markoe served in the National Guard of the State of Minnesota as 
follows:



Enlisted Private, Co. "H" 1st Infantry Aug 11,1915
Captain Co. "F" 2nd Infantry June 29, 1916
Honorably discharged Feb. 9, 1917
Mexican Border Service from June 30, 1916 to Jan. 24, 1917
2nd Minnesota Infantry days - From 2/16/55 letter from Fr. M to Jim -1 had completely forgotten about the First 
State Bank of Donna, Tex. But I remember the place well. Visting there one day with some other officers from the 
2nd Minn. inf. we entered the Blue Goose Tavern to quench our thirst. There we met Col. Luce, commanding 
officer of the 1st Minn. Inf. Col. Luce had played football at the U of M. so he and I began to demonstrate different 
plays, having a snort now and then to keep things on a social basis. As matters proceeded, some of the officers 
with me joined my team, those with Luce joined his. As the drinks multiplied the play became more furious. No 
"time out" being called the place ended in a shambles with broken chairs, tables, crockery and assorted objects 
strewn all over the place. As far as I remember no score was kept but a furious and terrific time was had by all. 
The next day Col. Molhson said he heard I had visited the Blue Goose.
Also in that same tavern I almost had a pitched battle with Westfall, a brother of the former asst, at St. Mark's. As 
far as I remember, there was nothing to provoke the affair, and I did not know who he was at the time. We just 
looked at each other and snarled, like two dogs will sometimes do, and then got ready to charge when bystanders 
squelched the whole affair.
April 19, 1917 letter from St. Stanislaus Seminary, signed by Jesuits (president, secretary, treasurer)
We, the undersigned Board of Directors of St. Stanislaus Seminary, do hereby testify to the fact, that John P. 
Markoe, as student here, has always given the best of satisfaction as to his moral conduct and his diligent and 
industrious habits, and we, therefore, recommend him as an exemplary character to all who may be concerned. 
April 27, 1917 letter to Newton Baker, Sect of War from Redmond F. Kernan (still a cadet at West Point in April, 
would graduate in Aug, had entered in 1914)
Advocating Markoe's reinstatement, enclosing letter from St. Stanislaus Seminary, closes with: "At your command, 
he will, with the permission of his superiors, leave the Society of Jesus, and with the Cross of Christ in one hand 
and the sword of Liberty in the other, with the Stars and Stripes floating over his head, he will go to his death 
and glory fighting for his Country and the salvation of mankind, as every American Roman Catholic citizen and 
graduate of West Point should. He asks the chance to fight and die for his country. You are the only living man 
who can give him this chance."
May 1917 letters from three members of the court martial, all recommending reinstatement
From: Lieut. Colonel Mark L. Hersey, 24th Infantry, to Adjutant General of the Army

1. I was a member of the Court that dismissed John P. Markoe and signed recommendation for clemency.
2. His bearing before that Court was that of a thoroughbred.
3. Of magnificent physique, a graduate of the Military Academy he is well qualified to serve the United 

States in this, her hour of need.
4. I recommend his case for favorable consideration of the Secretary of War 

June 22, 1917 letter from John (at Florissant) to Tee (just graduated from West Point) 
There are a few things I was figuring on telling you when I saw you again but now I'll have to resort to writing. 
They are about some of the propositions you will run up against in particular in the army and that you will have to 
look out for and guard against. ...I have seen so many fellows get a bum start, and one in particular, that if it is 
possible I want to remove any chance of the same thing ever happening to you...
In my opinion the things an officer has to look out for and to be on his guard against in the army, and especially 
right at the beginning, are drink, gambling and women of doubtful character. They are the three snags that I'll say 
cause practically every bit of trouble in the army...Of the three vices I place drink as the worst, as it is really the 
cause of the other two, and by drinking I mean drinking too much. If a man can stop when he knows he has 
enough he is all right but the trouble is a lot of men can't do that. If a man is inclined to drink too much there is 
only one safe rule that I know of to follow and that is: never drink.
The third point really doesn't need any elaboration because there is no room for argument here at all. You will be 
surprised to find out how much trouble some women can cause, officers wives as well as others, by the foolish way 
they act.
I would never say anything to you, Tee, along the above lines in a thousand years if it had not been for my getting 
mixed up so badly myself and because I would hate so much to see anything like that happen to you. I know it 
won't but you cannot be too careful.



I certainly wish you all kinds of good luck and success and only hope you make as good a record as I made a bad 
one. If you do you will restore our good name in the army that I succeeded so well in disgracing.

1917 letter from John to Tee (no date, but Tee is in France)
I cannot fully realize yet that you are really so far away - things are happening so fast these days that sometimes I 
feel as though it must all be dream. Who would ever have thought, a few years ago, that things would turn out the 
way they have! You in France and me in a seminary.
I often think of the days gone by - how you used to come up to see me from Highland Falls when I was at West 
Point, - the year we were together there - the rides we used to take in the hills and all that but it all seems to me 
now as though it happened in another world.
I often wonder what my classmates think of me for not getting into the fray. Not much I guess and I don't blame 
them.
Dec 1, 1918 letter from John to Tee
Mother has forwarded some of your last letters and it is surely a relief to know that your wounds are healing 
alright and will result in nothing permanent.
1918, from Fr. Wim chronological record of his time as Jesuit
August - Arrived in Spokane
Sept 9 - Feast of Saint Peter Claver- Met some Negroes on the road. Began visiting them and others and soon 
organized regular mission work among the colored people of Lidgerwood and Minnehaha, suburbs of Spokane. 
During three years in Spokane about twenty Negroes were baptized and some marriages were validated. During 
this time thousands of miles were trudged in instructing Negroes.
May 29, 1919 letter from John to Tee
Discussing being at peace with oneself
Prayer and the Sacraments, the advice of a confessor, conscience, and such counsels as; "do that which you would 
conscientiously advise another to do who had come to you for advise on the same matter as you yourself are 
seeking direction on," and "do now what you will wish you had done at the hour of your death," are some of them. 
June 19, 1919 letter from John to Mama and Papa
tells of convent at Florissant burning to the ground, Fr. Rector came into study hall during the tridium (3 days set 
aside twice a year for recollection and prayer) Juniors ran with buckets to help but weren't able to stop it from 
burning
Nov. 28, 1921 letter from John to Tee
The day of your vows is fast approaching, Tee, and you will soon crown the battle you have been waging for the 
past two years or more with a victory that will never end.
Problems faced by Tee - New Me/iery Abbey dosing, Fr. Albert breaks down...
Dec 5, 1921 letter from John to Tee after Tee leaves Seminary/Abbey
Mother's card telling me of your safe arrival home has just reached me...
Strange as this may sound to you, Tee, after my recent letters to you, I received the news of your return home with 
a feeling of great relief and consolation.
Oct 10, 1925 letter from John Markoe, S.J., to Adjutant, USMA
Dear Sir:
In looking over some old papers of mine, I ran across this record of my service with the Minn. Nat. Guard. It 
occurred to me that it might help to brighten up my military record somewhat, and thus reflect greater credit on 
the Academy than that record does as it stands at present. The above record pertains to time subsequent to my 
severing connection with the government in 1915.
Oct. 31, 26 St. Elizabeth's Church Bulletin
p. 1 "White Friends of Colored Catholics, Quarterly Meeting on Sunday, October 10, Is Well Attended and 
Interesting" Rev. W.M. Markoe, S.J., our spiritual director, spoke on the mass meeting in the interest of the 
Colored Catholics which was held on the Monday evening during the Catechetical Congress and urged a large 
attendance.
p. 2 "Sectional Meeting for Colored One of the Highlights of Catechetical Congress Here" On October 11, at 8 P.M., 
one of the most interesting and instructive meetings of the Catechetical Congress was held at St. Louis University 
Auditorium, and this was the one in the interest of our Colored Catholics. The large auditorium was completely 
filled with Colored folks and many of their White Friends.


