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CATS WILL BE CATS

Once upon a time there was a man who had a cat. As it 
was a very clever cat indeed, and nobody else had one 
like it, he gave it the name of Sky. One day a friend 
came to visit him. His friend was surprised by the cat’s 
strange name, and asked, “What made you call your cat 
Sky?” -  “W hy,” said the man, “my cat is so unique and 
precious that the mere word ‘cat’ is not right for it. 
Only the name of Sky suits it, for there is nothing more 
unique and precious than the sky.” -  “But cannot the 
clouds cover the sky?” asked his friend. “Well, yes,”

said the man, “ so in that case I ’ll call it C loud.” -  
“But,” said his friend, “ the wind can drive the clouds 
away!” -  “Very well, then I’ll call it Wind!” -  “Yet the 
city wall stands up to the wind.” -  “Then I’ll call it City 
Wall.” -  “However, mice can dig their way through the 
city wall.” -  “Then I will call it M ouse.” -  “But the cat 
can catch mice.” The man thought about that, and said, 
“Then I must call it Cat again.” His friend clapped his 
hands and laughed, saying, “D on’t you know the 
proverb that says cats will be cats?”

9



CONTENTS

9 • Cats will be cats
10 • The cat in the palace

11 • Two cats and a loaf
12 • The tale of the cats
16 • The fox and the cat

17 • The dog and the cat

18 • The tale of the cat
who was weak with hunger

20 • The tiger and the cat
21 • Why dog and cat are enemies

22 • The poor miller’s man 
and the little cat

25 • The king of the cats

' hi d ,, M M
m

iljrV ■

26 • The cat and the mouse
27 • The hyena and the wild cat

28 • The white cat
32 • The cat and the simpleton

34 • The
36 • The
37 • The
38 • The
40 • The
42 • The

f  /  ■ <4.
\W ryl

dangerous cat
cat and the woman
cat and the lion
cat, the rooster and the lamb
cat in the mourning hat
mouse and the cat



A North-South Picture Book

ISBN 0-03-005732-9 
Ret: 1085:001245:50


