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Left:Students hoist senior forward Matt West on their shoulders after the victory at the Missouri Valley Conference tournament final.
Upper Right: Senior guard Dan Kolder, senior forward Donnie Johnson and West show off the championship trophy. Lower Right:
Johnsan looks for scissors so he can take a souvenir from St. Louis in the form of the championship basketball net.
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CU late raIIy falls short in NCAA

By R.M. Dunlay
Sports Editor

MINNEAPOLIS - Despite a furious
second-half rally, Creighton could not
overcome a sluggish first half and fell to
Auburn in the first round of the NCAA
tourney 72-69.

The Jays trailed by as many as 18
points against seventh-seeded Auburn.

The Jays shot only shot 35 percent
during the first half allowing the Tigers
to build an 18-point lead. The Jays
chipped away at the lead throughout the
second half and came within one point
when forward Justin Haynes hit a three-

point shot with 2:15 left in the game.
Clutch free throws by the Tigers
built the lead back up to nine with 6.5
seconds remaining in the game. Three-
point shots from guard Ryan Sears and
guard Terrell Taylor combined with

Tragedy strikes Rice debaters

By Stephanie Kidd
Assistant Graphics Editor

A debate team member from Rice
University was killed and five other stu-
dents and two coaches were injured
when a pickup truck hit one of the team’s
two rented minivans late Monday night.

The Rice forensics team was return-
ing from the National Parliamentary
Debate Association Tournament, held
on Creighton’s campus last weekend,
when the van was hit.

Susan Hellbusch, Creighton’s assis-
tant director of forensics, said in an e-
mail interview that she and all of the
Creighton team felt a connection with
the Rice team and its coaching staff,
including their director of forensics Dan

West, who was driving the van.

“Our prayers and thoughts are with
them,” Hellbusch said.

The student, who was killed, was
identified as Rice University freshman
Dan Hennig, 18, of Vernon Hills, Iil.

The two Rice vans carrying 11 stu-
dents and two coaches were headed
southbound on Interstate 45 when the
accident occurred. A truck pulling a
goosenceck trailer hauling heavy equip-
ment struck one of the vans, the Harris
County Sheriff’s Department told the
Associate Press.

Two students were treated at
Memorial Hermann Hospital near
Houston, where their condition was
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two Auburn turnovers gave Creighton a
chance to tie the game with 3.7 sec-
onds remaining.

But junior guard Ben Walker’s final
shot was blocked.

The Tigers used runs of 7-0 and 13-
4 to take the crowd out of the game for
most of the first half,

Sears paced the Jays with 18 points
on six of 12 shooting.

“Our lack of intensity during the
first half dug us a hole,” head coach
Dana Altman said. “Our aggressiveness
led us back into the game in the second
half, but we came up a bit short.”
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In case
By Jim Clements
Managing Editor

A man police say exposed himself
twice to students in the Reinert Alumni
Library last month was arrested
Tuesday.

David Gatson, 32, was charged
with four counts of lewd conduct and
three counts of indecent exposure
Wednesday, according to the Omaha
Police Department.

Gatson was  arrested on
Creighton’s campus on Tuesday on sus-
picion of criminal trespassing after he
was spotted by Public Safety.

Public Safety Director Rick
McAuliffe said at 1:25 p.m., a Public
Safety officer noticed a man matching
the description of the individual who
exposed himself twice in the Reinert
Alumni Library last month.

Officers located him on the second
floor of the Eppley Business
Administration Building. He was
detained by Public Safety and then
arrested by the Omaha Police. The sus-
pect was apparently inquiring about
the possibility of enrollment to
Creighton and was waiting to speak
with Trudy Ruch, the undergraduate
curriculum coordinator.

Colleen Hendrick, an administra-
tive assistant in the College of Business
Dean’s office, spoke with the man.

“He was sure of himself and
polite,” Hendrick said.

Hendrick was surprised when
Public Safety restrained the suspect.

“I didn’t even connect it at all to
the library flasher,” Hendrick said. “1
thought, ‘Three public safety officers-
what has this guy done?’”

Ruch was pleased with how Public
Safety handled the situation.

“I won't lose any sleep,” Ruch
said. “I think Public Safety does a really
good job.

“I wouldn’t want anyonec to have
to go through what the girls in the
library went through,” Ruch said.

Public Safety identified the man as
someone who was arrested and barred

from Creighton’s campus in November
of 1997.
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“We last dealt with this man on
Nov. 20, 1997, said McAuliffe. “There
were reports that he was harassing
female students in the Health Sciences
Library”

At that time, Gatson was charged
with trespassing, disturbing the peace.
intimidation by telephone and stalking.

It was reported that Gaston
approached female students, asked
them personal questions and knew pri-
vate information about them.

Public Safety and the Omaha Police
Department found pornographic
videos, polaroid pictures of several
female students and names and address-
¢s of students when they searched his
belongings.

In
Gatson said he
planned to

attend Creighton
as a full time stu-
dent.

McAuliffe said
that with spring
coming there will
be more people
out on Creighton’s
campus. He stress-

es the importance of
calling Public Safety if a student sees any-
one suspicious on campus.

“I don’t think anyone should take
any precautions,” said McAuliffe. “Just
phone if you see anyone suspicious.”

Gatson

Jav Langburst contributed to this
story.
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Canpus
Calendar

Friday, March 17, 11:30 a.m.
Dr. Glynn will present a slide

show for St Patrick’s day in Criss

Lecture 452.

Sunday, March 19, 4 p.m.

Applied Music Students’
recital in the Lied Center studio
theatre. For more information
call, 280-2636.

Monday, March 20

Last day for class withdriwals
with "W grade.

Tuesday, March Z1, 3- 4:30
p.m.

The President’s Council on
Cultural Diversity will hold a stu-
dent feadership forum in the stu-
dent center, For more infornution
call Jeanne Schuler at x2647.
Thursday, March 23, 3:30
p-m.

Ngugi wa Thiong’o, interna-
tionally acclaimed author and crit-
ic will present Ngugi on Ngugi:
Conversation and Readings in
Rigge Science, 120. The event is
free and open to the public.
Thursday, March 23, 7:30
p-m.

William Klocefkorn will pre-
sent his poetry in the Union
Pacific Room in Reinert Library.
He is a part of the Creighton
Reading Sceries.

|
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By Andrea Tomlinson
Reporter

The Indian Cuitural Society hosts its
annual banquet tomorrow at Sokol Hall
from 6:30-11 p.m.

The banquet will feature dancing
and a fashion show. The banquet will
be catered by Sitar, an Indian restaurant.

There will be about 10 dance per-

Rice
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listed as fair. One student had a back
injury. The second had a broken leg
and cuts, Shepard told the Associated
Press.

Two coaches and three students
were treated at Memorial Hospital
Northwest and then released Tuesday
morning.

The accident struck close to home
for Hellbusch., who said she under-
stands the importance of being respon-
sible for team members while traveling.

“There is not a coach on the com-
petitive circuit who is not aware of the
awesome responsibility we are given
each time we are behind the wheel”
Hellbusch said. "And none of us take
safety for granted. Dan West always
makes safety a high priority, never trav-
cling when tired. and so forth, and this
tournament was no exception.”

A private memorial service was
held Tuesday at noon for Rice students
and staff,

formances such as the Raas, a dance
from the state of Gujurat, and the
Bharatanatyam, a classical form of
Indian dancing from South India.

The fashion show is featuring cloth-
ing from the Post and Nickel and also
fashions from India.

The banquet has been sold out.

Papers Due? Get help from a Ph.D. in
English/Writing. 393-0923.

Afternoon and

Part-time 10-15 hours/weck.
weckends at The Dance shoppe. Some
dance knowledge helpful. Must also he avail
able for fall semester. 399-8380.
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AWARD

The Robert F. Kennedy Memorial for teaching
achievement is awarded at the commencement ceremony
of Creighton University in May. All current full-time
faculty members are eligible to receive the award,
provided they have had full-time status for a period of
no less than two consecutive years preceding the
nomination. Nominations for the award may be made
by professional, graduate, or undergraduate students.

The award is based upon the following criteria:
o Competence of subject area
» Ability to inspire students and to present matter in
an interesting and effective manner so as to
stimulate maximum learning
e Interest and concern for students as individuals
o Service to the students and to the University

o APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE
STUDENT ACTIVITIES OFFICE

ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DUE IN THE

STUDENT ACTIVITIES OFFICE ON APRIL 7, 2000

CREIGHTON

STUDENTS

UNTION




Professor aids Italian musical | \m

By Stephanie Kidd
Assistant Graphics Editor

A new musical on the life of St.
Francis has Creighton theology profes-
sor Dr. Joan Mueller brushing up on her
Italian.

On April 19, Mueller will travel to
Assisi, Italy, for almost a month to view
the premiere of “Francesco,” 2 musical
for which she acted as historical consul-
tant.

Mueller became involved with the
project three years ago after she pub-
lished her first book, Why Can't I Forgive
You? A Christian Reflection. Her publish-
er at Thomas More Press asked her if she
was interested in another assignment.

Mueller agreed to take on a new
project. Soon she found herself
involved in plans to create a musical
hased on the life of St. Fruncis.

“This is like Cinderella,” Mucller
said.*This just doesn’t happen.”

The project was created by Richard
Leach, president of the Lyrick Corp., the
company that sponsors Barney the
dinosaur.

Mueller’s job as historical consul-

tant included a number of tasks. As a
part of her job, Mueller:

» provided writers with original
material from Franciscan sources.

« wrote a source book full of origi-
nal documents, primary sources, histori-
cal data, original writings and art works.

« wrote a historical novel to be sold
in the bookstore of the complex.

Mueller’s influence was crucial in
deciding key elements of the project.
She helped convince Leach to move the
entire project out of the small rural
town of Rieti, Italy, and into Assisi, a city
she felt would draw more visitors.

“It’s difficult to actually get to
Rieti,” Mueller said. “If the show is done
in Assisi, it becomes a part of the pil-
grimage for those traveling to Assisi.”

Mueller said that thousands of peo-
ple travel to Assisi as a religious pilgrim-
age because it is the home of St.
Francis. Assisi, she said, is a city of
peace and attracts visitors who see it as
a holy place.

The Franciscan monks who live there
base their lives on the ideas developed by
St. Francis, a wealthy man who gave up
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his life of luxury to live as a wanderer.

He lived as a hermit in the town of
Assisi and spent his time rebuilding
churches and helping the community.

He soon found he had followers
who joined him as he spread a sense of
peace into the little community and to
the communities that surrounded it.

Mueller also helped with the
designs for the complex in which the
show will premiere. The complex
includes a theatre, a bookstore, three
restaurants and a wrestling facility.

Mueller requested that one of the
restaurants feature affordable food and
that students be provided discounted
tickets so they will feel they can afford
to attend the show.

Before Mueller leaves the country
she will present her book to the
Creighton community at a book signing
scheduled for March 31 from 3 to 4:30
p-m. in the Creighton Bookstore.
Mucller’s book is available in paperback
for $17.95 and in hardback for $21.95.

Mueller said she is eager to embark
on her journey to Italy. She has not yet
seen the complex or the musical and
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Photo by Jay Langhurst
Professor Joan Mueller displays the program
for Francesco in her Humanities Center office.

will spend some of her time in Italy giv-
ing tours at the complex.

“It’s an exciting event and a real
opportunity to proclaim the desire and
dream of peace in an international and
inter-religious context,” Mueller said.

Former Jay, Cubs scout returns for hall induction

By Danny Sullivan
Executive Editor

In the summer of 1986, Creighton
baseball coach Jim Hendry took a
chance on Oneri Fleita.

Drafted by the Montreal Expos out
of high school, Fleita passed up profes-
sional baseball and a scholarship from
Florida State University, instead going on
a“gut feel” to pitch for Miami Dade North
Community College in Key West, Fla.

During his sophomore year, Fleita
suffered a torn rotator cuff in his pitching
arm, a career-threatening injury.

“I was some young punk that
thought I had all the answers,” Fleita
said. “I was a left-handed pitcher, and 1
blew out my arm. In addition, I wasn’t
taking school very seriously.

“I needed them more than they
needed me,” he said.

Fleita spent the summer of 1986
taking classes in order to be accepted at
Creighton while he began rehab.

Fleita never returned to the pitcher’s
mound because of his injury, but he dedi-
cated himself to improving his hitting
and went on to become one of the most
prolific hitters that played under Hendry.

Fleita still holds Creighton season
records for doubles (30), and his career
.397 batting average stands third all-time.
He ranks in the top 10 in seven other

single-season statistical categories,’

including hits, RBI and home runs.

Fleita will be honored for his on-the-
ficld-achievements and overall contribu-
tions to Creighton athletics March 21
when he is inducted into the Creighton
University Athletic Hall of Fame along
with the late Ralph “Swede” Langer.

In addition, Fleita will speak in
Jebbies at 7 p.m. on Monday as part of
the Student Alumni Association 2000
Master Speaker Program.

Fleita said the Hall of Fame induc-
tion was unexpected.

“I have a combination of weird feel-
ings,” he said. “I'm proud and happy, but
most of all — the most difficult thing to
say is that 7 am being inducted into the
Hall of Fame.

“It’s never been about [, it’s been
about what other people have done for
me,” he said.

Oneri Fleita,
coordinator of
Latin American
scouting for the
Chicago Cubs,
will speak in
Jebbies at

7 p.m. Monday.

Hendry, now
" the director of
player develop-

B,
Fleita
ment and scouting for the Chicago

Cubs, said Fleita was instrumental in
reshaping the Creighton baseball.

“He was the most important player
I ever had at Creighton,” Hendry said.
“He got rid of the attitude that we
couldn’t compete nationally”

Fleia played two years and coached
three years in the minor leagues. In
1995, he was hired to manage the Cubs’
class “A” team. He is now the coordina-
tor of Latin American scouting.

Creighton baseball coach Jack Dahm
was Fleita’s teammate under Hendry.

Dahm said that after Fleita learned
he would be unable to pitch, he spent
long hours working on his hitting. His
work earned him a chance to bat third
for the Jays, but his attitude rubbed off on
his teammates.

“He was a vocal leader;” Dahm said.
“He had incredible work ethic.”

Hendry recalled Fleita’s impact on
his teammates.

“He demanded a lot of his team-
mates,” Hendry said. “But he always
backed it up. He couldn’t stand losing.”

Fleita's honors are as impressive as
his statistics. He was named to the All-
Missouri Valley Conference Team in
1987 and 1988, and he earned MVC
Player of the Year honors in 1988. The
same year, he was an honorable men-
tion All-American and was named to the
American Baseball Coaches Association
All-Region Team.

Although the 1987 and 1988 teams
are less remembered than the 1991 team
that made it to the College World Series,
Dahm said Fleita’s toughness lingered at
Creighton after he finished playing.

“Without Oneri, nobody would've
heard of the 1991 team or Creighton

Basketball star of ‘40s joins Fleita in Hall

The late Ralph “Swede” Langer will
be inducted into the Creighton
University Athletic Hall of Fame along
with Oneri Fleita March 21.

Langer was the leading scorer and
an all-American on the 1941-42 basket-
ball team that finished third place in
the National Invitation Tournament.

During the 1942-43 season, Langer

was named to the NIT all-tournament
team and the all-MVC team.

Langer went on to play profession-
ally for the Denver Nuggets, then of the
American Basketball Association.

In addition to his athletic accom-
plishments, Langer was awarded a
Purple Heart for Military Merit.

baseball,” Dahm said.

Fleita said his induction is more
about the people who shaped his life.

“It’s a testament to a lot of people,”
he said. “Creighton gave me my educa-
tion, my wife, my kids and my career”

After completing his two-year play-
ing career, Fleita took four additional
fall semesters in order to finish his
degree in physical education. For part
of that time, Fieita lived with Hendry.

CREIGHTON
UNIVERSITY

“He grinded it out in the class-
room,” Hendry said.

Today, Hendry values Fleita’s atti-
tude as part of the Cubs organization.

“He’s a key person in the organiza-
tion,” Hendry said.

Fleita's ties to Hendry have ncw
spanned 14 years.

“He's been the brother I never had,
a father, a godfather to my son and now
he’s my boss,” Fleita said.

INDEPENDENT STUDY COURSES

Creighton students are eligible to register for correspondence courses in Creighton's
Independent Study Program (ISP). These are undergraduate courses a student completes
outside the classroom but under the supervision of the instructor.

AlL ISP courses are developed by Creighton faculty and maintain the same high degree
of instructional quality that is maintained in the on-campus courses.

Tuition is $600 per course (3 credits). Tuition for NUR 223 (2 credits) is $400. Textbooks
and supplementary materials are additional. Students may register for ISP courses at any
time. Written permission of your dean is required for nen-University College students.
Do not include these courses on registration form for the 2000 Summer & Fall semesters.

The [ollowing courses are available:

ANT 111 Human Variation (CORE D) (3) Dr. Suzanne Baker
ENG 120 World Literature I (CORE B) (3) Dr. Fidel Fajardo-Acosta
ENG 121 World Literature 11 (CORE B) (3) Dr. Thomas Kuhlman
ENG 125 Introduction to Literature II: Fiction (GEC2) (3) Ms. Hannah Doyle
ENG 150 Rhetoric and Composition (CORE E) (3) Dr. Bob Whipple
HIS101  The Modern Western World (CORE B) (3) Dr. Dennis Mihelich
HIS 107  The Middle Eastern World (CORE B) (3) Dr. John Calvert
NUR 223  Nutrition (2) Ms. Debra Cohen
PHL 107  Critical and Historical Introduction (3) Dr Eugene Selk

to Philosophy (GEC 2) (CORE B)
PSY 111  Introductory Psychology (GEC 3) (CORED) (3) Ms. Debra Schwicsow
PSY 223 Child Psychology (GEC 3) (3) Ms. Debra Schwiesow
PSY 335  Marriage and Family Values (GEC 1) (3) Ms. Debra Schwiesow
THL 209 The Life of Jesus (GEC 2) (CORE A) (3) Ms. Gail Risch

ﬁ.ﬁaﬁ*_\ ‘

Contact Independent Study

Program Office to register.

(402) 280-2424 - (800) 637-4279 « isp@creighton.edu
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team: Adam

Astley,

Jason Steck,

Angie Miller, -
Rebekah

Caruthers, By Danny Sullivan

Nicole Neff, Executive Editor

Michelle Archbishop Elden Francis Curtiss
Carroll, John upped the ante for moral character in a
g?nghand recent letter that forbade priests in the
A deuﬁojaume Omaha Archdiocese from gambling at

Casinos.

The letter, which was mailed to
Omaha Archdiocesan priests March 2,
stated: *It is a scandal to our people to

]
see priests in secular dress, gambling at
oreHSIcs ea m p aces these places”

Citing “a number of inquiries and

Photo by Jay Langhurst

complaints from parishioners” as

] u
“ I nth at n atlonal meet prompting the letter, Curtiss said he is
“not willing to have anyone in this arch-

ta Ki ; ; diocese disregard it
By Stephanie Kidd double octo-finals, ranking them in the !
Assistant Graphics Editor top 32 teams in the nation. The R?V- M1C11§Cl G’l.ltgscll, c{mncellfnj
The members of the Creighton Other team members included for the archdiocese, said the letter was

parliamentary debate team made Arts & Sciences junior Adam Astley intended to warn priests of the conse-

their voices heard last weekend at the  and Arts & Sciences freshmen Angie quen“cpes' of EMbhngv"gl atrisk behavnor.d
National Parliamentary Debate Miller, Nicole Neff and Michelle Carroll | riests are visible PSFSOHS, aflh
Association Tournament. Last weekend marked the first there arc expectations that go wit

that,” Gutgsell said.

ioht- time Creighton has played host to tt
The cight-person team composed tme LICIBHon has playec Most 1o the Gutgsell said that although people

of mostly freshmen placed ninth out national tournament. Team members

of 60 schools. Two-hundred twenty- said they felt competing while play- gi“"; repqrted seeing priests in Casg;i(:]&
cight individual teams competed. ing host to the tournament added e o 0% 10 FeSporse B
Individually, the team of Business ~pressure to the experience. ProDice) among pricsts, Iostead, the letter
Administration junior Stephanie Arts & Sciences senior Ryan Emmti o .ebgipn.cst;l € into d.ccoun(;
Aduloju and Arts & Sciences freshman Syrek helped run the tournament cir high visibility in the community an

how their presence at casinos affects the

Rebekah Caruthers advanced to the while fellow team members compet- image of the church, Gutgsell said.

triple octo-finals with a record of 62, ed.

ranking them in the top 64 teams in “There were lots of people who The Rev. Richard Hauser, § J., profes-

the nation. i were there from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. sor of Theology, said the letter was a
University College senior Jason four days in a row,” Syrek said. “The surprise. .

Steck and Business Administration kids who were competing were try- My first reaction was that there

junior Jon Lang advanced further. Their  ing to help us while still focusing on must be some rather serious underlying

- : . reasons for the letter, unknown to us
of 7-1 earn in . their rounds. It was tough. : > ] ’
record of 7-1 cd them a spot & that prompted it,” Hauser said. “It’s hard
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For a complimentary Engagement Package, call 1.800.642.GIFT.

BORSHEIMS.
Fine Jewelry and Gifts
A Berkshire Hathaway Company

Regency Court, 120 Regency Parkway, Omaha, NE 68114 (402) 391-0400 (800) 642-GIFT
www.borsheims.com mail@borsheims.com
Hours: Mon & Thurs. 10-8; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10-6; Sat. 10-5:30

Archbishop: Priests

to see why the archbishop would write
a letter of this nature ‘out of the blue’”

However, Hauser added, “I am not
aware of any looming scandal. In my
experience, gambling has not becomc a
problem for priests.” 1

The Rev. Bert Thelen, 8., pastor of
St. John's, said he disagrees with
Curtiss’ approach to the issue.

“I don’t disagree with his concern’”
Thelen said. “But 1 didn’t like the way it
was done’”

Thelen said he is unaware of gam-
bling becoming a serious problem for
priests.

“There are priests who probably
enjoy it as a form of game playing,” he |
said. “Priests are adults and can make their |
own decisions. I would have addressed |
priests individually if it was a problem.”

However, Thelen said he believes
heavy gambling can become a “depriv-
ing form of recreation.”

Gutgsell said he believes gambling
is a moral issue.

“It can lead to an imbalanced use |
of money, time and other things, |
Gutgsell said. “If you have knowledge
of imprudent behavior, then you have a
moral issue.”

Hauser agreed with Gutgsell.

“Some people are suffering as a|.
result of their increased gambling~
Hauser said. “And this indicates a moral
problem in how they use their money”

The Rev. John Fitzgibbons, S.J., assis- i
tant professor of English, said hejl
believes Curtiss’ letter is in the best|
interest of the archdiocese. i

“I think he’s trying to say,‘Avoid sit-};
uations that can be compromising to -
you,” Fitzgibbons said. “I don’t think?
he’s trying tell priests how they can or -
can’t recreate.” (

Fitzgibbons said he views priestlyy
gambling as an image issue for the church. i/

Fitzgibbons said that becausc|
priests have a leadership role in thel
community, he believes Curtiss wants
to “avoid a hint of scandalous behavior” |;

Gutgsell said although the archbish-{
op considers gambling a moral issue, hel;
does not expect that a future letter|
might be directed at laypersons in they;
Omaha Archdiocese.

Gutgsell said the archbishop has not
taken a stand on laypersons gambling.

“His main concern is priests sofs
they can better assist people in thel;
archdiocese.” '

T e T T T
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2000 A & & /= O 6 Congratulations on making it to this year’s STARTING AT

‘ " NCAA Championships. To celebrate, get money toward | . .
your purchase or lease of a new Oldsmobile with special easy S1 7,:340.00
financing for Couege grads‘f Plus’ no down payment when YOU ] et
purchase and no monthly payment for 90 days on eligible purchases. | . MSR*"

O o anips.| start something O ldsmobile.

*For complete details, 1.800.964.GRAD. You must be within 6 months of graduation or have graduated within the past two years from a 2-year or 4-year college.
Certificate program students are not eligible. You must take retail delivery from participating dealer stock on or before 9/30/00 and apply to GMAC financed purchase.
GMAC must approve. Length of finance contract limited. Minimum amount finance required. May not be combined with other targeted offers. Monthly payment deferral
not available with GMAC SmartLease® or SmartBuy® Finance charges accrue from date of purchase. “GMAC” is a registered service mark of the General Motors Acceptance
Corporation. **Tax, title, license, registration and optional equipment extra. The NCAA and its member institutions promote sponsorship in all of its Championships.
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lf nature has a looking gla
exhibit reflects it inside an

Above: Niijima Floats, which are some of Dale Chihuly's first works in glass, are based on glass floats of Japanese fishing nets. Rested on transparent glass chips, this display is a unique arrang
Seaforms are inspired by Chihuly's love for underwater life. By lighting the display to show transparent areas in contrast to solidity, the works present the uniqueness of underwater life. :

£

the exhibit.

Pﬁotos By eremy Quigiey
lestial orbs. Below:

Chihuly sen tmn

hent installation of a unique piece, created just for

Reporter and Entertainment Editor Qyn‘s atrium. The piece is a dazzling arrangement
A world of natural phenomena, exquisitelrful glass spheres.

expressed through blown glass structures, is just arounfftle Chihuly especially liked the architecture of

the corner. ium with the steel and the granite, and how the
The Joslyn Art Museum, 2200 Dodge St., has bee@ glass would affect the art” Krobot said.

transformed into a wonderland after several years offcral of the installed pieces required a transforma-

communication between artist Dale Chihuly and thjthe body of the Joslyn. Along with the fountain

museum. d the atrium, the Joslvn has created another
Chihuly, a world-renowned artist from Washington,i feature.

known for his unique installations into museums. His aff¢ Peter Kiewit Foundation created a special walk-

work consists of some of the most influential and breath§f one of Chihuly’s exhibits that enables each indi-

taking glass art in the world. 0 become a part of the art. With all of the reflec-
After discovering the innate possibilities of workingid colors that each creates from above, it is like a

with glass as a medium, Chihuly began to create pieceffland to one’s eyes. ’

unique to the structure for Omaha’s Joslyn. tr years of planning, director John Shloder and
Amy Krobot, media relations director for the Joslynff Janet Farber worked directly with Chihuly to

said, “Chihuly loves to juxtapose the art with the ¢l lish this transition.

ments in the museum’s architecture.” e two deserve much commendation for their
As you enter the fountain court, you will be strud ork to bring such a wonderful exhibit here to the

by an amazing exhibition of Chihuly’s Glowin§Krobot said.

Gemstone Polyvitro Chandelier, which creates a waterfil t exhibit is an opportunity to see the Joslyn in a

illusion and complements the turquoises and blues ot light. ,

the Joslyn’s architecture. Krobot said, “It is a full body experience, with
One of the many highlights of the show is Chihuly§Picces hanging from every part of the Joslyn, you

By Megan McGuire and Natalie Roxburgh

can sce the art over the entire area”

Not only is Chihuly’s glass displayed, but his exqui-
site drawings are also available for viewing on the atrium
walls.

Most of Chihuly's work emphasizes nature,

For example, some works capture blades of grass,
underwater formations and intricacies of floral life.

However, one of the most impressive displays is the
more abstract Niijima floats, which are celestial, spheri-
cal orbs set in clear, broken glass.

The entire package, set to a consistent natural
theme, can collectively be considered a breakthrough in
artistio design in itsclf.

The exhibit is on display at the Joslyn through June
4, and admission is free to Creighton students.

The Joslyn is also featuring several art classes related
to this exhibition for both aduilts and children.

In addition, the Joslyn has set up its own hot shop,
which features expert glass artists on Fridays, Saturdays
and Sundays.

_ “Each year we try to put on a blockbuster show, and
this is it” Krobot said. “The show has an appealing qual-
ity that will entice all to come”

) ) ) ) ) ermy uigley
Above: This more abstract, colorful overhead display in a walkway forces the viewer to see the arrangement with light flowing directly through it. Below
right. Chihuly’s genius also extends to chandeliers, one of which is permanently on display. Bottom left: Chihuly's many paintings are also featured in
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And My
Point Is...

By Todd Bonkiewicz
Guest Columnist

Seems like everything is being
cxposed these days—a new Bill
Clinton sexual-harassment case; the
assertion that Dr. Laura is a homo-
phobe; rising gas prices; the fact that
Jerry O’Connell can’t act (sce, or,
rather, don't see: Mission to Mars);
perverts using the library...

Err...wait a minute—perverts
using the library? Exposing them-
selves in the library? The Reinert
Alumni Memorial Library? At
Creighton University? In Omaha,
Nebraska? In the year 20007

Mon Dieu!

I recall with unfortunate clarity
the first time someone pulled the full-
frontal-exposure bit on me. It was
1995; 1 was about to board a train at a
station in Frankfurt, Germany. I was
munching on a Snickers bar while run-
ning toward the track. Generally
speaking, I was in what Gray’s
Anatomy would call a“hurry” Justas
had hacked out a rough algorithm
regarding how I would jump past the
conductor into the train whilst bran-
dishing a candy bar in one hand and a
passport in the other, a rough-looking
middl¢-aged man jumped out of

nowhere, cursed at me in German, and
then proceeded to drop trou—right in
front of me and about a thousand
other scurrying pedestrians.

How did I react to this singularly
odd provocation? I laughed—harder
than 1 did at Jerry O’Connell’s acting
job in Mission to Mars.

Fast-forward to the present day,
when the on-campus events of last
month gave me pause. Upon further
review, it occurs to me that my afore-
mentioned reaction
wasn't a good exam-
ple of Newton’s Third
Law. Consider: the
train-station pervert
was out for attention.
I obliged him by
laughing. My reaction
neither equaled nor
opposed his action.

Regarding that
“action”: self-expo-
sure—what a concept! It wasn't long
ago that everybody was doin’ it
(George Michael in a bathroom, Paul
Reubens in a2 movie theater, Julio
Franco in a clubhouse...you get the
idea). Now, it seems passé—like
Boomer Esiason and Who Wants to
Marry a Multi-Millionaire? But it still
happens. You'd have thought that peo-
ple with such inclinations (i.e., perver-
sion—not hubris or a manic desire to
get hitched to a charlatan before an
audience of millions) would have
cither grown up or faded away by
now.

Alas, they have not. It seems that,
historically speaking, perverts just
won't go away. Combine this proposi-

I recall with
unfortunate clarity the
first time someone
pulled the full-frontal-
exposure bit on me.

tion with the axiom known as the Law
of Averages, and—pow! (or, zip/)—
you've got what occurred last week in
the library.

In other words, it was bound to
happen sooner or later. Omaha is a
large metropolitan area, subject to the
same urban blights and annoyances as
any other; there are sick-minded,
exhibitive people out there, and they
do occasionally, uhh, lash out.

Please don’t get me wrong: I do
not condone what
the suspect did; I
take issue with his
morally reprehen-
sible actions.

I also, howev-
er, take issue with
what I see as an
overreaction from
some corners of
the campus to
those actions.
Some of the responses I've heard have
bordered on the hysterical (read:
“Where was Public Safety?” “How
could this possibly happen?”“We need
to install flasher-detectors immediate-
Iy .

Think, folks!'—not of off-duty
police officers posted at the library
entrance asking “do-you-intend-to-
expose-yourself-during-your-visit?”
questions of each and every incoming
patron, but of Newton’s Third Law: an
equal and opposite reaction to sclf-
exposing attention-seckers would be
to 1) ignore their antics, 2) exposc
them to Public Safety and 3) don't let
the perverts grind you down.

Tired of your

You’ll Love Working For Cub Foods!

2500

Hiring Bonus

* Flexible Hours Including Nights & Weekends * Competitive Wages
¢ Tuition Reimbursement Plan e Paid Vacation & Holidays * Minimum Age: 16

Cub Foods * 770 N. 114th St.

Apply In Person At

St. Paddy’s'

Day drives
out snakes

of You

By the Rev. Larry Gillick, S.J.

Happy St. Patrick's Day to you and §

may all the leprechauns lead you to
pots of gold. It is a great day for the
Irish as are all days, but this day, even
though it is Friday in Lent, all Catholics
around here can eat meat. This is in
memory and celebration that St. Patrick
drove the snakes out of Ireland a long

time ago. These snakes, at that time, i
were the main providers of meat forg
the struggling Irish farmers. So when|
Patrick’s feast day lands on Friday in
Lent, meat is served to recall the begin- |-

nings of sufferings which have made
the Irish generally, more sober, serious
and triumphal.

My view of you this week has to do

with a tension, which the Irish have|

offered to us all. Should the Irish
remember the struggles of the snake
famine, the potato famine and the love-
Iy treatment their British neighbors
dealt them, or rather ought they recall

the victories of soul and spirit recorded fi

in their poems, songs and stories? The

tension really is between romanticism {;

and realism. We all live in the gravita-

tional pull of these two ways of remem-y,

bering and futuring,.
My view is that you would like to
be known as a realist, because then you

are reliable, a person of sound judge-|:

ment and based solidly in facts and
truth.
A romantic, on the other hand, is a

dreamer, out of touch and given to}:
neglecting the limitations of actuality. !

They hope a lot, expect sunshine on

their picnics and love beyond reasons.
Either vou are Irish or not, but you

would be wise not to confine yoursclf

and define vourself by casily grabbingy
Realist or Romantic as vour basic|
approach to everything and everybody f
Any group of people who has really sut-|:
fered has survived by hoping andf
reaching bevond the oppressive reali-§

ties around them. My view is that

those who cling so tightly to being
“real” do so to make sure they will notf
have to deal with a reality beyond their|

ability to handle it.

If you have romantic tendencies, it§
just might be that you have doneg
enough suffering and have been in}
contact with such sufferings, that your

real response has been to let it touch
your heart and not just your head.

These kinds of folks tell stories}
about what might be, could be, will be. |

if only we don’t hold on so tightly to
just the facts, just the past, just the
pain.

It is St. Patrick’s Day and the songs
and stories of the Irish will celebrate
all kinds of dreams and legends. Listen
to them, listen more intently to your
own cultural treasures and where
there is a romantic tone, there has
been something so real that only 2
song or poem or myth was found to
live through and then beyond.

Enjoy it all this day or malarkey
and Donny Brooks. Keep looking for
your pot of gold and on this Friday, be
sure to enjoy a juicy snake-Burger in
honor of St. Patrick and all other
romantics who even these days, contin-
ue to drive out the snakes of their lives
and ours.
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Campus Voice

How open-minded are cu Student's on sexual orientation issues?

Cara Scott

Arts & Sciences Sophomore

Roy Brown

Arts & Sciences Freshman

“I think it is a pretty diverse
campus. Most people don’t act
differently towards a person of

an opposite orientation.”

“I think most people are pretty

open-minded and are willing to

accept the seriousness of these
types of issues.”

Nic Pape Haleigh Christensen
Business Junior Business Senior
“They are not as tolerant to gay “I don’t think that most CU stu-
and lesbian rights probably dents talk about it. It is some-
because it is a Jesuit university, thing that is kind of hidden.”

and those issues aren’t
addressed in the classroom.”

Our New Concept
Gets Right to the Heart
of Senior Care.

It'll Get to Yours, Too.

Now hiring Resident Assistants. Caring individuals like you
are the heart of our new concept at Brookestone. From day one, you'll be paired
with a small household of 18-22 residents, where you'll get to know each other
like family ~ sharing in their joys and helping them through their challenges. We're
looking for team members: nursing assistants, CSMs, or those interested in training
to bring this concept to life. Here, your rewards will be more than just

great pay and benefits. It's knowing you made a difference

Brakestone

Caring Households For Seniors™

in someone’s life. Send your resume to the
address below or call 614-4000 today for
more information. EOE

4330 South 144th Street - Omaha, Nebraska 68137 - 402-614-4000 - www.brookestone.com

. WS KL VW . PORCOCOXPR ROV OX
30

Information Table:
Wednesday, March 15, 9 am - 3 pm
Skutt Student Center

Letters to the Editor

The Creightonian Staff welcomes letters to the editor. Letters must be typed and
signed, or e-mailed to letters-to-the-editor@creighton.edu, and must be received
by 10 a.m. Tuesday in the Hitchcock Communication Arts Center, Room 203. The

letters will be published in whole or in part at the discretion of the editorial staff.

4TH ANNUAL
ALPHA PHI

TEETOR-TOTTER-A-
THON

Today until noon in front of
St. John's

Don't miss out!

Capitol Hill Apartments
Austin Apartments
Amy Court Townhomes

Studio & One Apartments
Two Bedroom Townhomes
Starting at $380.00

RESERVE YOUR APARTMENT NOW

"Units available for immediate occupancy

FEATURING:

* Off Street Parking

* Laundry Facilities

* Security Doors

* Shuttle to Creighton
* Prompt Maintenance
* Storage Units

For Information Contact
Capitol Hill Apartments
320 North 22nd Street
402-342-1119
bluejinn@radiks.net
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Teamwork helps CU overcome injuries

By R.M. Dunlay and Kersten Flink
Sports Editor and Copy Editor

Leave the sunblock and snorkeling
equipment at home, but don’t forget
the gloves and cleats. That is just what
the Creighton softball team did over
spring break in a formidable fashion.

Source: S|;orts Inf rmaion
Head coach Brent Vigness counsels senior
catcher Emily Townsend during an at bat.

The Bluejays put together a 10-2
road trip. The team now boasts a 14-6
record.

“Break was good because we could
work together and have our sole focus
be softball,” head coach Brent Vigness
said.“Its a good opportunity to focus on
getting better as a player without class-
es to distract you.”

Vigness said the team wasn’t disap-
pointed to miss out on spring break and
that the team has different expectations
of the break.

“It is one of those things that
comes along with the sport,” sopho-
more pitcher Shelli Mellegaard said. “It
wasn’t laying on the beach in Florida,
but we had fun.”

Mellegaard led the team on the
mound over the break. In eight starts

-she accumulated a 6-3 record.

Mellegaard has given up only 21
earned runs in her 10 appearances and
has struck out 46 batters.

Mellegaard said her record was the
result of good team play.

“I have been backed up by good
offense and good defense,” Meliegaard
said. “We’ve shown intensity in the close
games and managed to pull them out”

Five of the team’s six- wins came at
the Southeast Missouri State Classic in
Cape Girardeau, Mo., against Western
Kentucky, Indiana University Purdue
University Indianapolis, lowa State and
Southeast Missouri State.

Golf teams tee off with
average finish in Florida

By Kersten Flink
Copy Editor

The men’s and women’s golf teams
began the spring season Florida over
spring break.

The men’s team finished 15th out
of 22 teams at the Fifth Northwood
University Intercollegiate Invite as it
posted a two-round team score of 649.
Webber College won the tournament
with a team total of 603.

Junior Tim Riha lead the way for the
Bluejays with a total score of 159, including
round scores of 81 and 78. This tied him
for 47th place out of 108 zompetitors.

Riha said that Omaha’s colder cli-
mate makes it difficult to compete
against teams from warmer areas who
have been able to get out on the green.

“It makes it difficult to compete

when it’s one of your first times out in
awhile;” Riha said. “We need some good
weather so we can practice more.”

The team returns to action on in
Springfield, Mo. at the Southwest
Missouri State Invitational:

The women’s golf team joined the
men in Florida as they played in the
Second Annual Springlake Intercollegiate
Invite.

The team finished 15th out of 18
teams and finished with a two-round team
score of 667. Ohio University won the
tournament after shooting a total of 597.

Senior Debbie Behlman and junior
Julie Finken led the team and tied for
61st place, which included a team best
by Finken who posted a 77.

The Bluejays play next in Santa
Clara, Calif., for the Colby Invitational.

THERE AR DOZENS OF REASONS
To TAKE YOUrR AAA CARD
WHEREVER YOU Go. AND ONLY
ONE InvoLves A Tow TRUCK.

§ Call Your AAA Savings Hotline:
1-877-AAA-SAVE
www.aaa com

AAA Members
Save up to 20%!

Amtrak is offering AAA members
a great deal. Book your tickets by
March 31, 2000 to travel by June
10, 2000 and receive an extra
10% discount. Call your AAA
travel agent at 1-800-AAA-NEBR
to take advantage of this great
offer or call the AAA Savings
Hotline for more information.

*Some restrictions apply.
Blackout dates: April 21-24, 2000

L Amtrak’

Show Your Card & Save

AAA.
Every Day.

Source: Sports Infor on
Sophomore pitcher Shelli Mellegaard has
compiled a 6-3 record for the softball team.

The team then traveled to
Birmingham, Ala., to face the University of
Alabama-Birmingham and Samford.
Creighton won two of the three games
before hitting the road again.

The next trip found the team in
Auburn,Ala. The Bluejays began with a loss
to the host team Auburn, but came back 1o
win the next three against Akron,
Indiana and Miami (Ohio) to finish out
the break.

Vigness said teamwork has been cru-

cial for the Bluejays as they have lost sey. b

eral players to injuries.

Freshman utility player Jenny Hunt,
projected as a starter at second base or}
outfield, is out with a broken wrist |
Senior outfielder and lead-off hitter|!
Temple Windhorst has been sidelined};

after breaking three bones in her hand.

Losing Windhorst has been tough:
for the team, which has been forced to;

learn how to win without her.

“We thought we would be downj
after losing players to injury,” said{i
sophomore infielder DeAnn Kaster. "It}
was a huge loss to be without Temple, {
but we have accepted it and people};
have stepped up into leadership roles.” |;

Injury is not a foreign subject tof;
Kaster who returned to action during};
spring break after a broken wrist kepty!

her from taking the field for the sca
son’s initial games.

“We dealt with injuries last year and!:

learned how to work through them.
Mellegaard said.
everybody else up”

This type of attitude will be much
needed when the Bluejays take on
Nebraska, the first Division [ team to
visit the newly renovated CU Sports
Complex, on March 22 at 5 p.m. in a
double header.

“The mental game against Nebmska;

is a huge factor because thcy are our in-
state rivals,” Kaster said. “The team Who
is at the top of their game will win.”

A Debt Consohdatzon
7o) Self Employed

Poor Credit

‘Reﬁnance/Purchase ‘
<& Creative Solutions

“Everybody picks};

B

NIRRT

RN TR T UL

o Wall

¢ Foundation
Stabilizing

| Is Your Foundation Secure?

Find a long-term solution to your
basement problems...

¢ Waterproofing Thmsher!!oscﬁcg

Straightening

Celebrating 25 Years
1-800-827-0702

feel free to contact:

Vocations to religious life are the
work of the Holy Spirit, who often
calls with a whisper. Do you feel
called to something more? Is God
nudging you to consider being a
Jesuit priest or brother. If so, please

Fr. Warren Sazama, S - Vocation Director

3400 West Wisconsin Ave. Milwaukee, W1 53208

Call collect: 800-537-3736 (Ext. 231)
sazamaw@marquette.edu - www.jesuitswisprov.org

h"you hear the wh|sper7




By Brian Fuchser

Reporter

| The Creighton Bluejay baseball
| team is ranked in the top 25 for the first
' time since 1992, Creighton is ranked
No. 21 in the Collegiate Baseball news-
paper with 419 points. The Jays also
received 80 votes in this week’s
Baseball Weekly/ESPN Coaches’ poll.

The ranking comes after the Blucjays
put together a 12-game winning streak,
the fourth longest in the program’s histo-
ry. The 15-2 start on the season is the
team’s best 17-game start since 1990.

The Jays suffered their second
defeat of the season Saturday when they
fell to Fresno State S5-1 in the champi-
onship game of the Pepsi/Johnny Quik
Classic in Fresno, Calif.

Creighton tied the game 1-1 in the
bottom of the ninth to send the game
into extra innings. Fresno State took the
lead for good with four runs in the 12th.

Junior Cory Slining suffered his first
loss of the season, giving up four runs
on five hits in four innings of work.

The loss ended the Jays romp
through the tournament in which they
beat five teams, including Fresno State.

“I think we made some strides last
week in the tournament,” said senior
second baseman Vince Pietro. “And we
got the opportunity to play some good
competition. That will only help us as
the season goes on.”

On Friday, Creighton defeated UNC-
Asheville 5-3. Junior Steve Neneman
picked up his second win of the sea-
son, giving up one run on three hits.

On March 9, the Jays beat Gonzaga
11-2. Sophomore Prentice Lofstedt
earned his second win, going seven
strong innings in which he gave up
only orne run.

In the third game of the tournament
on March 8, Creighton beat Temple 15-0.

CU baseball cracks into top 25

Junior first baseman Dan Lawler went
four for four with 3 RBI. Slining picked
up his third win of the season.

On March 7, Creighton beat Fresno
State 12-3. Sophomore left fielder Chris
Hinrichs went 3 for 4 with 3 RBI to lead
the Jays’ offensive attack.

The Jays started off the tournament
with a 4-1 win on March 6 over
Bowling Green. Junior Dan Gooris was
the pitcher of record, striking out 10 in
nine innings of work.

The Jays swept Wisconsin-
Milwaukee in a three game series on
March 3 and 4.The series was the first
on Creighton’s new field.

“I would rate the new facility as
excellent,” Hinrichs said. “The crowds
were great. I'm not sure if we've had that
many people for a series in a long while”

The Jays resume play today as they
open up a four-game series against
Minnesota at the CU Sports Complex.

§

Sourceﬁ Sports Iﬁformation
Junior first baseman Dan Lawler knocked in
three runs in the Jays’ 15-0 win over Temple.

Senior tennis duo leads teamg enters record books

By Kersten Flink
Copy Editor

Setting the standard is not an unfa-
miliar role for two scnior tennis players.

Men's No. 1 player Haakon Nygaard
and Melissa Rosenthal, who plays at the
1op of the line-up for the women's team,
have landed themselves in Creighton's
record books after spending the weckend
in Phocnix.Ariz. with the tennis teams.

Both Nygaard and Rosenthal have
catered the top-10 all-time in career
wins for Creighton tennis after winniog
several matches over the weekend.

Nyvgaard is now No. 5 on the all-
umie list and Rosenthal has clinched the
o, 10 spot. The duo has the opportu-
nity to continue cracking away at the
list for the remainder of the season.,

The most impressive part of their

accomplishment
is that both have
played at the top
of the linc-up
since they
became Blugjays.

“Tt's one
thing for a player
who plays at the
bottom of the
line-up to enter
the top-10 list”
head coach Tom
Lilly said. “it's another thing when
someone can do it when they are at the
top of the line-up every year”

Nygaard. who has plaved at No. b oor
No. 2 since his freshman year, has handled
his role as a senior and a captain with con-
fidence and unquestionable leadership.

Nygaard

| 426 '8198f§i’ﬁhone.,
(402) 533-2014-Fax

'bizsmesses aiid distributors to
market and sell our products -
Collegiate, Deszgner, Hospzml “
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MAHA

OMAHA CIVIC |
}AUDITORIUM

{The Big
One’

"A Spring Tradition"

DOORS OPEN SPM to 9PM W"D FRI »

NOON to 9PM SAT. =« NOON to 5PM SUN.

The Legandary Sounds of

Koke LIVE & IN PERSON. ON THE MUSIC HALL STAGE *ke*%

NEW COUNTRY STAR

RATE!
' X Dﬁﬂ,____

“ AOCK ‘N ROLL CLASSICS

Linda Davis

The Supreme

Produce by Mid-America Expositions, Inc. * 492-346-8003 www.showolficeonline.com

“Haakon
understands his
role as a senior
and a captain.”
Lilly said. *He han-
dles it very well
and is a great cap-
tain for the team
and is not afraid
to speak up when
= Y oplayers are not

Rosenthal working hard”
Nvgaard
enters cach scason determined to remain
one of the top players on the tean.

“I put a Jot of internal pressure on
mysetl” Nvgaard said. 1 definitely have
it in me.and 1 wouldn't want to play
any lower thaw ac the top”

Nvgaard is not the only one who

depends on internal pressure to per-
form on the tennis court.

“Melissa is a quiet player and is
more within herself” Lilly said. “I don’t
need to pressure her to perform
because she puts enough on herself!”

Rosenthal has played at the No. 1 or
No. 2 spot until this year where she is
also seeing action at the No. 3 spot.

Rosenthal doesn’t have (o be the
No. | player to be an example for the
rest of the team.

“She doesn’t think anything she does
is good enough,” Lilly said. “And she gets
cmbuarrassed by some of the attention”

Rosenthal knows that it s impor-
tant to play hard despite what spot she
is playing.

*1just play and work to lcad by
example!” Rosenthal said.

..can change your life in an instant.
Perhaps you would like to consider
the possibility of ereating an
adoption plan for your child. Our
case workers can answer your
questions confidentially. If you would
like to visit with us, please call today.

. 101 = Norfolk, NE 68701 - {402) 573-3378




return lifts program

By R.M. Dunlay
Sports Editor

When the final seconds
ticked off the clock during
Creighton’s 57-45 victory over
Southwest Missouri State in
the Missouri Valley Conference
tournament final, the Bluejays
may have done more than just
win a game.

The automatic berth in the
NCAA tournament put
Creighton’s basketball program
in the national spotlight for at
least a game.

Junior center Alann Huss said
playing Auburn, the Jays’ first
round NCAA opponent, brings
more attention to Creighton and
the game because of the Tigers'
broad fan base and television

Far Left:

Freshman guard
Terrell Taylor glides
to the basket during

opening round of the
MVC tournament.
Lower Right:

Junior guard Ben
Walker puts in two
against Indiana State
in the semifinals.
Creighton withstood
a 17-0 Sycamore run
but held on fora 71-
69 win.

Upper Right:

Junior guard and
tournament MVP
Ryan Sears and the
Jays dissected
Southwest Missouri
State in the champi-
onship game. The

to advance to the
NCAA tournament.

Photos by
Jeremy Quigley

the Jays’ 71-62 victo-
ry over Bradley in the

Jays' upset the Bears

exposure.

“Everybody in the country
knows who Auburn is,” Huss
said. “Whenever you play a team
that’s been on TV all year it
shows people that our program
is just as good”” !

Head coach Dana Altman |
said appearing in the NCAA !
tournament for a second consec-
utive season shows potential
recruits that Creighton’s pro-
gram is on the rise and capable
of playing big-time basketball.

“It gives us some consisten-
cy,” Altman said. “It shows
recruits what we're working
towards.”

Freshman forward Terrell |
Taylor said knowing that current |

}l

i‘
!
!

team members have been to the
NCAA tournament before
helped him not feel intimidated |
playing in it for a first time.

“We can go as far as we want
to go,” Taylor said. “We just have
to play Creighton basketball”

Bullpen
Relief

By R.M. Dunlay
Sports Editor

Achievements in athletics are largely
measured by statistics.

Think of the most glorified feats in
sports. Mark McGwire hit 70 home runs
in a season. Dan Marino threw for 61,361
yards in his carcer. Wilt Chamberlain once
scored 100 points in a single game.

All of those accomplishments are cer-
tainly praiseworthy, but there’s another
statistic that impresses me more:

Donnie Johnson played in 20 games
this yeuar.

Lesser players might have quit if they
faced Johnson's injuries and prospects of
not being the star of the team in their
senior year. Johnson didn’t, though.

Johnson’s stats won’t blow you away.
He was good for 7.4 points and 2.7
rebounds per game this season.

Somewhere between Johnson's statis-
tics, though, is a player the Creighton
men’s basketball team will sorely miss.

“Donnie’s one of the guys who steps
under the basket and does a lot of the dirty
work for us,” assistant coach Len Gordy said.

“He makes the hustle plays for us,”
junior center Alan Huss said. “When he
starts doing it, it’s contagious. Other play-
ers follow his lead”

Johnson has literally sacrificed his
body for the team. When he dives out of
bounds or hits the floor for a loose ball,
he’s not doing it with the reckless aban-
don of a high school player who's never
been injured. Johnson knows he’s not
invincible. It's even more impressive to
see a man throw himself into harm’s way
knowing the pain it can bring.

Johnson injured his left knee his fresh-
man season. He partially tore the medial col-
lateral ligament in his right knee this season
after suffering first from a back injury.

“Donnie’s been an inspiration to us

all,” Huss said. “He’s battled so many
injuries and he’s still able to play with pas-
sion on the court.”

It's tempting to think of the player
Johnson might have become had he stayed
injury free. Fifteen points per game and All-
Missouri Valley Conference first team hon-
ors would not have been unfathomable.

Even when he wasn't able to perform on
the court, Johnson contributed to the team.

“He’s been a role model to me on and
off the court,” freshman guard Terrell
Taylor said. “With him being a senior and
being from Omaha, he’s kind of shown me
how it is”

Johnson hasn’t just gone about doing
the dirty work; he'’s done it happily.

“Donnie walks around with that smile,”
head coach Dana Altman said.“I don’t think
he’s ever had a-bad day in his life”

_ Johnson shrugged off the praise when
told of it, saying he only wanted to be
remembered for “hard work”

Johnson won't leave any records to be
broken when his career ends, but he will
leave behind one of the most important
statistics of all:a team inspired.

Photo by Jeremy Quigley
Senior forward Donnie Johnson over
came multiple injuries while becoming
a key contributor to his team.

Creighton women end season with first-round exit

By Kelly McGarry
Reporter

The Bluejay women's basketball team
ended its season with a first- round loss at
the Missouri Valley Conference tournament
in Springficld, Mo.

The team finished with a 12-15 overall
mark and a 7-11 MVC record.

Creighton failed to match last year's
unexpected run in the MVC tournament,
which led to a Women's National Invitation
Tournament appearance.

The 72-53 loss to Southwest Missouri
State dashed hopes of a long post-scason,
but the prospect of losing only onc player
to graduation provides some optimism to
the team.

Lone senior forward Corey Sweeney
ended her playing career at Creighton, but
the team returns next year with five seniors
and medical redshirt Taya Allen. .

Allen was expected to be a major
contributor to this year's squad. However
a stress fracture in her ankle forced her to

accept a medical redshirt.

The Bluejays will also return two truc
freshmen, forwards Jenny Burns and
Teresa Wessling, both of whom spent the
latter part of the season in the starting
line-up.

“Considering our injuries and
things that happencd throughout the
season, 1 think we played better than
most people thought,” Burns said. “Our
record and finish in the tournament did
not reflect our team effort.”

Junior guard Angela Timmons led the
team for the scason with a 16.1 scoring
average and dished out a team-high 97
assists, surpassing her totals last season
of 7.5 points per game and 73 assists.

Wessling, in only her first secason 4
a Bluejay, was the team'’s second leading
scorer with 8.6 points and hauled down
4 rebounds per game.

The Bluejays registered their firs!
losing season since the 1996-97, 8-19
overall, 7-11 MVC campaign.




