
Dec. 8, 2023

Dear Faculty, Staff, and Students,
 
I want to share my congratulations to our women’s volleyball team for a tremendous season and historic run in both the
BIG EAST and NCAA tournaments, ending with yesterday’s hard-fought, five-set contest in the Sweet 16 against Louisville.
 
This year’s team not only captured the hearts of our University community, but the entire state of Nebraska and the nation
during a time of rising popularity for the sport. With a final record of 29-5, our Bluejays earned a record-breaking 10th-
consecutive regular season title and won the BIG EAST tournament for the ninth time in the past 10 years. This
consistency is a testament to the work put in by our student-athletes and our coaching staff.

The accolades received by the team are also laudable. Three members of our volleyball team received recognition by the
American Volleyball Coaches Association, being named to the 2023 All-East Region team, and coach Kirsten Bernthal
Booth earned recognition as 2023 East Region Coach of the Year. This is Coach Booth’s fourth such honor since 2015,
placing her among the most recognized coaches nationally with only four other coaches receiving as many regional Coach
of the Year awards.
 
I could not be prouder of how our team performed in the postseason, and I eagerly anticipate these student-athletes
receiving the appreciation from our fans and campus community that they have earned.
 
This effort is an example of the important work – competitively and academically – of all our nearly 300 student-athletes.
Thanks to the support of our Creighton Athletics staff, our faculty, and so many others, three of our teams were recognized
with 2022-23 Team Academic Excellence Awards this August and, collectively, our student-athletes earned a 3.49 GPA last
year, which ranks among the highest nationally.
 
Each of these milestones highlight the unique level of excellence that comes with being a Bluejay. As members of our
Creighton community and as fans, thank you for your continued support of our athletics programs, student-athletes, and
mission. There is much to be excited about in the weeks and months ahead as we cheer on our Bluejays.

Sincerely,

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President, Creighton University 

http://creighton.edu/
http://creighton.edu/
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