
IL L U S T R A T E D  '-Y G L E N  R O U ND S



FROM THE TRANSLATIONS OF THOMAS

JAMES AND GEORGE TYLER TOWNSEND

AESOP’S
FABLES
IN T R O D U C T IO N  BY ANGELO PATRI 

I L L U S T R A T E D  BY GLEN R O U N D S

J .  B.  L I P P I N C O T T  C O M P A N Y ,  P H I L A D E L P H I A



C O PY RIG H T  FOR IN T R O D U C T IO N  AND ILLUSTRATIONS, 1 9 4 9 ,  BY 
J .  B. L IP P IN C O T T  COMPANY. P R IN T E D  IN THE UNITED STATES OF 
A M E R IC A , BY T H E  P O L Y G R A P H I C  C O M P A N Y ;  B O U N D  
BY H. W OLFF. DESIGNED BY HELEN GE NT RY .



I N T R O D U C T I O N

O  N  L A  one other book holds more truth, and love of 
people, than Aesop’s Fables and that is the Bible. Long 
before the Bible was printed, the Fables were being 
passed from neighbor to neighbor, from parents to 
children, an unwritten code of behavior, a storehouse of 
wisdom garnered by generations.

A  fable is a brief story—about animals or men or both 
—told with the purpose of pointing out a truth and that 
truth or moral is often stated quite frankly at the end of 
the story. Profound observations about human nature 
are thus presented in a nutshell in such fables as the 
story of the fox who said the grapes were sour because 
he could not reach them; the shepherd boy who at last 
cried, “  Wolf! w olf!” in vain; the dog in the manger who 
would not allow the ass to eat the hay that he did not 
want himself. These tales have become household say­
ings, frequently quoted by all of us when the behavior of 
our friends or enemies calls them to mind.

Possibly many of the animal tales that later became 
fables had their origin in unwritten folklore but when 
they were written down in the form of fables—stories 
told with the purpose of pointing a moral—it was by 
philosophers and scholars who used them deliberately



T A B L E  OF  C O N T E N T S
A

The Angler and the Little 
Fish 40

The Ant and the Dove 55
The Ass and his Driver 81
The Ass and his Masters 27
The Ass and his Purchaser 142 
The Ass and the Frogs 46
The Ass and the Grasshop­

pers 40
The Ass and the Lap-Dog 1 52 
The Ass and the Wolf 47 
The Ass Carrying Salt 160 
The Ass in the Lion’s Skin 45 
The Ass’s Shadow 27
The Ass, the Cock and the 

Lion 39
The Ass, the Fox and the 

Lion 162
The Astronomer 80

B
The Bald Knight 56
The Bat and the Weasels 108 
The Bear and the Fox 69 
The Belly and the Members 128
The Birdcatcher and the Lark 11

' B cont.
The Blackamoor 122
The Blind Man and the

Whelp 29
The Boasting Traveller i l l  
The Bold Kid and the

Wolf 146
The Bowman and the Lion 117  
The Boy and the Scorpion 127 
The Boy Bathing 79
The Brazier and his Dog 80 
The Bull and the Goat 29 
The Bundle of Sticks 20
c

The Camel 146
The Cat and the Mice 113
The Charger and the Ass 46 
The Collier and the Fuller 127 
The Countryman and the

Snake * 110
The Country Mouse and 

the Town Mouse 4
The Crab and her Mother 20
The Crab and the Fox 59
The Creaking Wheels 158
The Crow and Mercury 38

XI



T cont.
The Travellers and the

Plane-tree 32
The T  rumpeter T  aken Pris­

oner 77
The Two Dogs 154
The Two Frogs and the 

Well 57
The Two Pots 10
The Two Wallets 31

V
The Vain Wolf and the

Lion 88
Venus and the Cat 142
The Vine and the Goat 120 
The Viper and the File 10
w

The Walnut-tree 105
The War-horse and the

Miller 91
The Wasps, the Partridges 

and the Farmer 14

W cont.
The Widow and the Hen 82 
The Widow and the Sheep 163 
The Wild Ass and the Lion 116
The Wild Boar and the Fox 12
The Wind and the Sun 58
The Wise and the Foolish 

Frogs 42
The Wolf and the Crane 100
The Wolf and the Goat 140
The Wolf and the Horse 31
The Wolf and the Lamb 85
The Wolf and the Lion 88
The Wolf and the Sheep 60
The Wolf and the Shep­

herd 109
The Wolf and the Shep­

herds 77
The Wolf in Sheep’s Cloth­

ing 9
The Wolves and the Sheep 162
The Wolves and the Sheep­

dogs 17

XVI



A  £> re n s  Books,
D esigner a n d  illu stra ted  with D istinction  

a n d  in P erm an en t lib r a r y  B in d in g s

THE LIPPINCOTT CLASSICS are beautifully illustrated by 

outstanding artists in four colors and line, are sturdily bound in 

natural-finish cloth, and are reinforced, with head and footbands. 

They are truly fine books for lifetime use in home, school, and

public library.

BLACK BEAUTY

PINOCCIIIO

HEIDI

ROBIN HOOD 

ROBINSON CRUSOE 

TREASURE ISLAND 

AESOP’S FABLES 

KING ARTHUR

Illustrated by George Ford Morris 

Illustrated by Anne Heyneman 

Illustrated by Agnes Tait 

Illustrated by Garth Williams 

II71 st.rated by Robert Ball 

Illustrated by Charles Banks Wilson 

Illustrated by Glen Rounds 

Illustrated by Henry C. Pitz

J. B. LIPPIN C O T T  C O M PA N Y
Philadelphia

Publishers Since 1792 
New York


