
Father John Markoe
Buried In Omaha

(Reprint from The True Voice)
The echoes of rifle shots fired 

by the Air Force honor guard have 
faded. The final strains of the 
bugler’s Taps have drifted into 
eternity. Three proud brothers— 
one a fellow Jesuit—and two sis­
ters—both contemplative nuns— 
in their convent half a thousand 
miles distant are left with a leg­
acy of precious memories. They 
have memories, the flag that 
draped their brother’s coffin and 
the comforting prayers of those 
who knew him as a friend.

Omaha’s most courageous cleric 
is dead.

The man who walked where 
Christ Himself would walk if He 
came today, will walk no more on 
North 24th Street. No more shall 
we behold his friendly counte­
nance. No more shall we shake 
his manly hand. No more' shall we 
see the distinctive head of hair 
whitened by anguish as well as 
by years.

In recent days his walk had 
become slower, his handsome de­
meanor more weary and his ac­
tivities fewer. But certain things 
never faltered even as his heart 
grew weaker: his courage never 
lessened, his sense of values 
never tarnished, his Christ-like in­
volvement never diminished.

Hailed by Archbishop Bergan 
as “2 years ahead of us all” in 
the civil rights struggle, Father 
John Markoe taught Catholic 
Omahans the evil of racial in­
justice, the frustration it forces 
on so many thousands in our 
midst, the emptiness of our lives 
when they are lived without love 
for our brothers. He, above all 
other area clerics, showed us the 
shallowness of a Christian com­
mitment which places restric­
tions on its charity. He showed 
us the dirtiness of hate and the 
hypocrisy of love reserved only 
for Caucasians.

Father John Markoe was often

Rent* Supplements 
Major Resource

Rent supplements are a major 
housing resource for the growing 
number of elderly persons, ac­
cording to the U. S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop­
ment.

Philip N. Brownstein, Assistant 
Secretary for Mortgage Credit and 
Federal Housing Commissioner, 
said that of the 33,284 housing 
units approved for rent supple­
ments (as of June, 1967), some 12 
percent have been specially de­
signed for the elderly.

Father John P. Markoe, S. J.
Born Nov. 1, 1890 

Ordained June 27, 1927 
Died July 26, 1967

called the “father of the sit-in,” 
having led the nation’s first such 
project shortly after World War 
II. But he did more than sit. In 
fact, those who knew him best 
knew him mainly as a walker. 
And walk he did, not at 16th and 
Farnam, at 24th and O, or 72nd 
and Dodge, but at 24th and Lake. 
This latter area is where Christ, 
the virtues of Christ and the men 
of Christ are needed most, but 
seen least. Rather than sit around 
wringing his hands and deplor­
ing riots, Father Markoe went to 
the place where the riots are 
bred . . . Omaha’s Near North 
Side ghetto where Whites, smugly 
bolstered by state senators who 
vote against token open housing 
legislation, keep Negroes caged.

He walked among the poor, the 
addicts, the sinners. He kne^ 
them and they knew him. They 
knew him as a man of virtue, a 
man of God, a man of action. He 
taught Whites the terrible evil q4 
racism and the absurdity of of­
ficialdom so certain and pomp­
ous as to how riots are to be 
quelled, but so uncertain and vac­
uous as to their cause. He taught 
Negroes to maintain their cour­
age, their sense of humor and 
their hope for a better tomorrow. 
White and Black alike were 
taught much. And both live hol­
ier and happier lives for having 
known him.

If ever there was a man of God 
in Omaha, it was Father John P. 
Markoe.

A gallant heart has succumbed. 
The Father of the Sit-In now 
rests with his Maker. May his 
soul be at peace.
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