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A fundamental component of American constitutionalism has
been the concept of the rule of law. This doctrine holds that the laws
under which we live must be applied equally to each citizen and that
no person may be subject to arbitrary decisions. In addition, liberty is
protected and arbitrary government is overcome by the belief that gov-
ernment is only granted that power and authority outlined in the con-
stitution that created it. As Alexander Hamilton states in Federalist
Paper No. 78, "No legislative act, therefore, contrary to the Constitu-
tion can be valid."

In essence, no person, and in fact no governmental entity, is above
the law. Thus, a system is created in which law, not human emotion,
is the standard against which individuals are measured.

"Equality Before the Law" is Nebraska's official state motto. It is
a lofty goal, branded with the very doctrine upon which our country
was established. Since our statehood in 1867, the pursuit of this end
has bolstered our collective commitment as citizens to ensure the in-
tegrity of our legislative, executive, and judicial branches of
government.

Throughout the tangles of human interaction, situations arise
which might cause some to ponder the validity of equal treatment and
the practicality of such a noble quest. On the whole, however, and
certainly as we stand poised to enter the next millennium, our great
State can be proud of the continued vibrance of our motto and the con-
tinued integrity of this simple, yet fundamental tenet of democratic
government.
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