AEsop’s Fables

WITH PROVERBS &. APPLICATIONS



/E sop's

Fables



ASOP'S FABLES

A NEW EDITION

WITH

PROVERBS AND APPLICATIONS

TiUUb over ©ne lbunbreb illustrations

LONDON
BLISS, SANDS & CO

12 BURLEIGH STREET, STRAND, W.C.

MDCCCXCVII



CONTENTS.

PAGE
INErOdUCTION ittt Xi
Fable I. The Cock and the Jew el
1. TheWolf and the Lam b . 3
11l. The Lion and the Four Bulls. . . . 6

IV. The Frog and the Fo x

V. The Ass eating Thistles

VI. Thelark and her Young Ones L. 12
VIl. The Cock and the Fo X ., 15
VIIL. The Fox in the We Il .o, 18

IX. The Wolves and the Sheep P 20

X. The Eagle and the FO X . 22

Xl. The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing . . . . 24
XIl. The Fowler and the Ringdove . . . . 26
X11l. The Sow and the Wo 1 f 28

X1V. The Horse and the As s

XV. TheWolf, the Lamb, and the Goat . . 32
XVI. TheKite and the Pigeons L 34
XVIl. The Country Mouse and the City Mouse . 37

XVIIl. TheSwallow and other Birds . . . . 41

XIX. The Hunted Beaver ., 43

XX. The Cat and the FO X .iiiniiniienieieeeeeeee 45
XXI. The Cat and the Mi Cc € .iieiiiniiiinenees 47
XXIl. The Lion and other Beasts e 49

XXI11l. The Lion and the MO U SE€ .icieeeiiiieeeiiiiiiiee e 51



viii CONTENTS.

Fable page
XXIV. The Fatal Marriage .. 3
XXV. The Mischievous Dog . . . . . . %
XXVI. The Ox and the Frog ... 57

XXVIl. The Fox and the Lion.

XXVIIl. The Ape and the Fo x ....

XXIX. The Dog in the Man g e r . 63
XXX. The Birds, the Beasts, and the Bat . . 65
XXX1. The Fox and the Tig € r . 68
XXXII. The Lioness and the FO X .coiiiiiiiiiiiiieeniiiinns T
XXX111. The Oak and the Re € d ccoomommrreevveooesssnnneee, 73
XXXIV. The Wind and the Su N s 78
XXXV. The Kite, the Frog, and the Mouse .. 80
XXXVI. The Frogs desiring a King L. 82
XXXVIl. The Old Woman and her Maids L 84
XXXVIIl. The Lion, the Bear, and the Fox . . . 86
XXXIX. The Crow and the Pitcher e 88
XL. The Porcupine and the Snakes .. 90
XLI. The Hares and Frogs in a Storm . . . 92
XLII. The Fox and theWo I F ..., 94
XLIII. The Dog and the Sh € € P cceevviiiieee e e 96
XLIV. The Peacock and the Crane P 98
XLV. The Viper and the Fil e .iviiiiiiiiiiiieeeceeins 100
XLVI. The Ass, the Lion, and the Cock . . . 102
XLVIIl. The Jackdaw and Peacocks L 104
XLVIIL The Ant and the Fly e 106
XLIX. The Ant and the Grasshopper . . . . 109
L. The Countryman and the Snake . . . hi
LlI. The Fox and the Sick Lion . . . .113
LII. The Wanton Calf ... 115
LIIl. Hercules and the Carter ... 117

LIV. The Belly and the Members . . . .119



Fable

LV. The Horse and the Lio n

LVI.
LVII.
LVIII.
LIX.
LX.
LXI.
LXI1.

Lxt 11 The Stag and the Fa w n

LXIV.
LXV.
LXVI.
LXVII.
LXVIILI
LXIX.
LXX.
LXXI.
LXXII.
LXXIII.
LXXIV.
LXXV.

LXXVI.

LXXVII.
LXXVill.
LXXIX.
LXXX.

LXXXI.
LXXXII.
LXXXIII.
LXXXIV.

LXXXV.

T he
The
T he

The Shepherd’'s Bo vy

The

Cupid and Death

T he

T he

Jupiter and the Camei

T he
T he
The
T he
T he
The
The
The
The
T he
T he
T he
T he
T he
T he
T he
T he
The
T he

The

CONTENTS.

Husbandman and the Stork
Cat and the Co c k

Leopard and the Fox

Fox and the Go a t ..vviiveninnnn,

Old Man and his Sons

Old Ho U N d v

Fox without a Taii....

Fox and the CroW ...,

Hawk and the Farmer

Nurse and the Wolf
Hare and the Tortoise

Y oung Man and his Cat.
Ass in the Lion’s Skin.

Mountains in Labour ...

Satyr and the Traveller .

Sick Kite s e

Hawk and the Nightingale
Peacock’s Complaint
Angler and the Little Fish

Geese and the Cranes

Dog and the Shadow.........

Ass and the Little Dog
Wolf and the Crane

Envious Man and the Covetous

Two Po t s s

Fox and the St o r k ...

.136



Fable
LXXXVI.

LXXXVII.
LXXXVIIL.
LXXXIX.
XC.

XCl.
XCII.
XCI 1.
XCIV.
XCV.
XCVI.
XCVII.
XCVIIL.
XCIX.

C.

CL

cll.
call
CIV.

cv.

CVI.
CVII.
CVIII.
CIX.

CX.

The
The
The
The
T he
The
The
The

T he

CONTENTS.

Bear and the Bee Hives

Travellers and the Bear .
Trumpeter taken Prisoner
Partridge and the Cocks .

Falconer and the Partridge

Eagle and the Crow ..cccceecvieeeenn,

Lion, the Ass, and the Fox

Fox and the Grapes ..

Horse and the St a g ..cccoeeeeviieennns

The Young Man and the Swallow

The
The
The
The
T he
The
T he
The
T he
T he
The
The
T he
T he

The

Man and his Goose

Dog and the Wo 1 f .....cccccvvvvvinnnnns
Wood and the Clown.....cccoveeenen.

O1d Lion ciiiiiiiiieeecciieee e

Horse and the Loaded Ass

Old Man andDeath ..cccovciieeeeennnns

Boar and the Ass.
Tunny and the Dolphin
Peacock and the Magpie

Forester and the Lion

Stag looking into the Water .
Stag in the Ox-stall ...
Dove and theAn t ...

Lion in LOVE i

Tortoise and the Eagle



INTRODUCTION.

To give advice and to administer warnings to those who are in
a position to accept or reject the advice, and in either event
to reward the adviser for his presumption with personal casti-
gation, is a thankless task, and it need cause no surprise that
in an age when tales were eagerly listened to, when there was
no literature, and when even courts depended for their amuse-
ment on ballads repeated by wandering bards, that a slave
with a clear wit and sagacious mind should prefer to wrap up
his pill of wisdom in a coating of allegory. Truth in the
form of a story not only then, but now, often penetrates where
the bare statement can find no entry ; for, as L’'Estrange says,
“Some people are too proud, too surly, too impudent, too
incorrigible, either to bear or to mend upon the liberty of
plain dealing. Others are too big again, too powerful, too
vindictive and dangerous for either reproof or counsel in direct
terms.” What else is the novel with a purpose, of which so
much use has been made by those who have a reform to carry
in our own days, but the fable of Asop’s time adapted to
modern requirements. Those to whom Asop and the other
fabulists spoke may often have looked suspiciously enough at
the narrators to catch the lurking insult which they must have
felt behind the innocent words ; but the advantage of a fable
is that, while the person to whom it is addressed may accept
the advice which it carries without loss of dignity, the adviser
may get clear off under the ambiguity of his words ! for

“ He that a fool doth very wisely hit
Doth very foolishly, although he smart,
Not to seem senseless of the bob : if not,
The wise man’s folly is anatomised,
Even by the squandering glances of the fool.”
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talons into the softer parts of his body, and made him a
sacrifice to his revenge.

The labourer is worthy of his hire.

“When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he
hath no pleasure in fools : pay that which thou hast vowed.
“ Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest

vow and not pay.”— Ecclesiastes vi. 4, 5.
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