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/E so p 's  Fables

than he you ! ” “ Anything to please you,” said the old 
Man ; “ we can but try.” So, alighting with his Son, 
they tied the Ass’s legs together, and by the help of a 
pole endeavoured to carry him on their shoulders over 
a bridge that led to the town. This was so entertain- 
ing a sight that the people ran out in crowds to laugh 
at it; till the Ass, not liking the noise nor his situation, 
kicked asunder the cords that bound him, and, tumbling 
off the pole, fell into the river. Upon this the old 
Man, vexed and ashamed, made the best of his way 
home again— convinced that by endeavouring to please 
everybody he had pleased nobody and lost his Ass 
into the bargain.
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