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Fr. Labaj remembered
as humane, decisive

Rev. Joseph J. Labaj, S.J., who
died Jan. 1, 1985, was inaugurated as
Creighton’s 21st president on October
19, 1970. The first president to be ap-
pointed to the office by a board that
included lay leadership, Fr. Labaj
was to serve the university for eight
active years, holding Creighton to its
mission, within its budget, and en-
couraging it to grow, all against a
backdrop of nationwide campus
unrest and social upheaval.

His colleagues characterized him as
humane and decisive, but ready to
listen, to consult with others, and to
act with reason. His associates ad-
mired his ability to hold a fine line
between openness to ideas and a
strong capacity to lead.

The times made certain that univer-
sity leaders were challenged. In fact,
his tenure of office at Creighton
opened in the year that saw the inva-
sion of Cambodia by U.S. troops and
the killing of students at Kent State
University. When Creighton students
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wanted to bring self-styled revolu-
tionary Jerry Rubin to the campus to
speak, Fr. Labaj refused. He said the
university should serve as a guide to
the students in shaping their values
and Rubin’s presence would con-
tribute nothing to the intellectual
climate of Creighton.

Though Fr. Labaj resisted Rubin,
he saw the 70’s as a challenge to
America to stand up for what was
right. During his presidency he told
the Omaha World-Herald, ‘“‘As a na-
tion, we must come to a consensus on
a moral code that is basic to our
dealings with one another.”’

The Labaj years at Creighton—
1970 to 1978—saw a period of vitality
and renewal for the university. Under
his leadership, Creighton added five
new buildings totaling $122 million in
construction to its campus, and
helped to relocate St. Joseph Hospital
to its present site just west of the
university’s main campus.

Guided by Fr. Labaj, the university
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’65’s Top Ten

1. “Woolly Bully’’—Sam the
Sham and the Pharaohs
““I Can’t Help Myself”’
—The Four Tops
3. “‘Satisfaction™
—The Rolling Stones
“You Were on My Mind”’
—We Five
5. ““You’ve Lost that Lovin’
Feelin’ ’—The Righteous
Brothers
6. ‘‘Downtown’’
—Petula Clark
““Help’’—The Beatles
“Can’t You Hear My Heart
Beat’’—Herman's Hermits
9. “Crying in the Chapel™’
—Elvis Presley
10. “My Girl”
—The Temptations
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even if you were married.

The Class of ’65

—Page 4

LA P LN e e s Y Y

IMNEeWS

February 1985

Omaha, Nebraska

Laughter. . . “inner sense of discipline and wry
sense of humor.”’

created the College of Nursing, es-
tablished the Committee on the Status
of Women, and developed a model
student financial aid program.

Majors in eight colleges were revised
and updated.

Among those attracted to Creigh-
ton University during the Labaj years
was Creighton’s current president
Rev. Michael G. Morrison, S.J., who
had taught as a young scholastic
under Fr. Labaj at Creighton Prep.
““One of the points I most liked
about working for Fr. Labaj,”’ re-
called Fr. Morrison, ‘‘was that he
delegated authority. He expected peo-
ple who worked for him to do their
job. He would not interfere; at the
same time he was very direct in
letting you know what he wanted and
expected you to do...”

A later associate likened Fr.
Labaj’s management style to his way
of arranging a comfortable log fire
for conversation. Just as he would
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University
tells tuition
for 1985-86

Creighton University has announc-
ed tuition for the 1985-86 academic
year for its nine schools and colleges.

The accompanying table shows tui-
tion for the current academic year,
the total for 1985-86, and the amount
of increase by school or college:

1984-85 1985-86 Increase

Arts & Sciences $4,800 $5,184 $384
Business Administration 4,800 5,184 384
Law 5,300 5,724 424
Allied Health Professions 4,800 5,184 384
Dentistry 8.875 9,586 711
Medicine 9,990 10,790 800
Nursing

Regular 4,800 5,184 384

Accelerated Average 8,559 9,243 684

Graduate (per hour) 162 175 13
Pharmacy

Regular 4,800 5,184 384

Pharmacy D 4,800 5,184 384
Graduate School (per hour)

Below 600-level courses 150 162 12

Above 600-level courses 162 175 13
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