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Several fables were previously published, in Prairie Schooner, 
Approach, Unicorn Journal and Webster Review. “The Monk’s 
Chimera” was included in the Avon anthology, Imperial Messages: 
100 Modern Parables (1976), edited by Howard Schwartz, and in 
the Pushcart Prize anthology, Best of the Small Presses, Vol. 2, ( Push­
cart/Avon, 1977), edited by Bill Henderson ; “The Silver Swan” will 
be included in the second volume of Imperial Messages (Avon, 
1978). All are reprinted with the kind permissions of the editors.

The fables were written between the years 1960 and 1974, in 
New York, Mexico, California and Massachusetts; the earliest three, 
“The Shaggies,” “The Ants and the Grasshopper” and “Little Brown 
Burros,” in 1960; the most recent, “The Concept of the Cage” and 
“Friends of the Song Sparrows,” in 1973 and 1974.
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