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 TALK ONE: THT BHGINNINGS

It was just fifteen years ago, in the $pﬁ§n@:@f the vear 1927, that a truly great
work was insugurated in the State of Hissouri. ‘At that time three Franciscen liissionary
Brothers visited 5te Louls. They wore poor &6 regards the goods of this world but rich
in the love of God that burned in their hoarts. And they had en idea. Knowlng that
their love for God could beast bQ.axprassad and put into practice through love for thelr
follow-mon, especially the poor end the siock, they conceived the idea of establishing a
nursing home for male patients of all types, @ayeaialiy those afTlicted with incurable
disesses.

With this noble idea in mind they looked about for a suitable location for earrying
on this great work. It happened that at this pearticular time there was &n opld abendoned
building located in the beautiful Labarque Hills about eight miles southwest of nureka,
Lissouri. It hed formerly been the Kovitiete of the uisters of Mercy of St. Louls, but,
at the time ﬁhe Brothers heard of it, had been abandoned for some fifteen yoars. Lever=
theless, they decided to vislt the place amd look it over. |

As this 1little band of three Irothers apyro&ah@d vhat was to be their Iuture home
and, leter on, & refuge for the poor and afflicted, they were preeted by a most discour-
aging situation. They walked into a building that had been &t the mercy of the elements
for years. The wells were still standing but the roof, end under the vroof the ceilings,
hed given way. Froguent rains had washed through the leaking raaflruining the plaster
throughout the entire building. The ﬁinﬁvwm were either gone or broken., lats and owls
haunted the deserted rooms. Theraw@s no heating plant, no water, no plwmbing. The elec-
tric snd telephone wires woere mileos away. No beds or furaiture romained in the desolate
TOOMS . |

Gutside the surrounding grounds were lin harmony with the delapidated structure,

Weeds Bnd rubble abounded, the haunt of gophers, rabbits, mnakéﬂ and other suimals.

That & prospect for this small bend of Missionary Srothers come Lo make this their home

so that they might share that home with the blind, the lauwe, the peralyzed, the csncerous,
the enileptie, the gangrenous, those suffering from chroniec, nalignant, inocurable diseanes:

Could this place possibly be transformed into such & home? Humanly spesaking, no. Dut
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‘these Brothers were not speaking or thinking in humen terms. Iﬁ 8 practical way they real= .
ized the pmeed for the institutien ta@y had in mind, since there was snd 1s no other such
refuge for msu in ﬁh@‘midW@st. Their f&iﬁh, hope and oharitj*wmw aantar@d in God; &0
they dared where others without this &upmrna%ur&l vision would have faltered.

They took over the abandoned grounds and building end went to work. It was &
long hard grind. Days and weeks and manthé of hard toil, carried on wnder exasporating
conditions, gradually vepgaon to éhang@ %hﬂ'ﬂ?pﬁ&r&ﬁﬂﬂ of the place. But it was a long,
long ﬁﬁm@ before they were able to get the place in such sh@pa as to permit them to
woloome thelr first patiente With his arrivel the Brothers leunched on a work of
mercy thet wes té tax their endurance an&'maag@r resources %o the limit end beyonde

The Brothers are launching é campaign for $200,000 to construct & builminr to
aacemm@data 100 more patients. You are cordially invited teo contribute to this worthy
causa. OContributions may be sent fa Ste Joseph's Hill Infirmary, Eurska, lo., or to
2182 ﬁaitwqy &xehanwe Building, &t. Louis, Ho., in faver of Ste Joseph's Hill Infirmary,
or to William D Valsh, nampaivn troasurer, Jxaaiaaippi Valley I Irust Cos, Ste Louis, o
~0~0-ﬂ*






