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Gross business which topped the four-million dollar mark 

highlighted the year 1957 at Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's Hospital. 

Potential earnings combined with free care established a record-breaking 

total of $4,350,404.03 in services to the 33,596 patients admitted 

during the year.

Major additions were made in vital equipment. Among them 

were the artificial heart-lung machine, a gift from Mrs. Adolph Sachs; 

a new fluoroscopic unit, an anesthesia machine for the Obstetrical - 

Department. Out of doors, an electrical parking gate was installed 

to provide restricted parking for the members of the Medical Staff.

The summer of 1957 brought to completion the $600,000 air- 

conditioning program, which had been started in the spring of 1956, 

throughout the entire north section of the general hospital. Also 

air-conditioned were a group of surgical suites, the recovery room,

X-ray department, floor kitchens, labor rooms, patient lounges and 

the admin:istrative office area.

Among the distinguished visitors to the hospital was 

His Excellency, Manlio Brosio, Italian Ambassador to the United 

States, who toured Saint Joseph's with the Administrator, Sister M. 

Crescentia, 0. S. F., R. N. Ambassador Brosio was in Omaha to 

receive the Creighton University Distinguished Service Award for 

his work in the field of diplomacy.

The year was also marked with sadness as four members 

of the School of Nursing student body and one senior Creighton 

Medical student were killed in automobile accidents just prior to 

graduation. Three of the nurses were members of the 1957 graduating

class



FINANCIAL REVIEW

������ ���	�	��� ���������������� 1957 ����� ����������� �	  

����������� $3,995,692.13, �	� �	������� ��� ���������� �� ��� !��"�� over 

1956.

Free services rendered to patients were considerably 

larger in amount than 1956, $354,711.90, as compared with $287,347.49, 

an increase of $67,363.41, or slightly more than �� #.

Combining potential earnings with free services, gross 

business for 1957 topped the four-million dollar mark, at $4,350,404.03, 

an increase of $420,026.60 or 11.5#.

Collections on current accounts amounted to $3,485,492.25, 

which, combined with the $4,946.60 collected on old accounts, totaled 

a patient income of $3,490,438.85. This, plus donations and bequests 

of $174,606.83 and Sundry Income of $225,419.73, comprised a total 

cash income of $3,890,465.41, an increase of $299,992.19, or slightly 

more than 8# over 1956.

Operating expenses rose considerably during the year, 

increasing over 15# in 1957, as compared to a 5g# increase of 1956 

over the year of 1955. Total monies outlayed for operating expense 

came to $3,383,984., as compared to $2,940,307. during 1956.

The Hospital’s payroll made up over 71# of the total 

operating expense. Again going over a two—million dollar mark for 

a year period, the payroll costs continued to increase. The $2,341,612.29 

payroll was an increase of $303,820. over 1956, or slightly more than 14#.

Non-operating expenses decreased considerably in 1957,
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■patients availing themselves of the services offered by the hospital 

during the past year totaled 33,59$ In-patients and Out-patients, as 

compared with 29,538 in 195$, an increase of 13.7$. Out-patient care 

began pushing back up, for in 1957 the total Out-patients treated 

reached 14,304 as compared with 9,962 in 195$ and � � �� ��  in 1955.

The number of psychiatric Out-patients treated in 1957 dropped somewhat 

from the 195$ total, 3,352 as compared with 4,338 in 1956.

There were 16,695 In-patients admitted to Saint Joseph's * 

during the year as compared with 16,827 in 	��� , a decrease of 262 

or 1-|$. However, the total patient days care received by these 

16,695 In-patients waS 186,159 as compared with 185,852. days of 

patient care in 1956, a total increase in day care of 307 days.

The 5,153 full pay patients accounted for 51,530 of the 

total days treatment. Part pay patients, in the number of 12,125, 

accounted for 114,609 of the patient days care, while free patients, 

in the number of 2,002, received 20,020 patient days care.

Laboratory tests showed a large increase, jumping from a 

total of 189,916 to 231,964, an increase of 42,048. Autopsies 

totaled 159, a drop of 60 from the previous year. They were per­

formed in 33$ of the 483 deaths in the hospital during the year. 

Patients who expired within twenty-four hours after admission numbered 

137. Radiographic examinations increased considerably during the 

past year, 21,584, contrasted to 18,560 in the previous year.

Fluoroscopic exams numbered 4,378 in 1957 as against 

4,238 in 1956. X-ray therapy treatments dropped somewhat sharply, 

19,715 as compared with 34,082 in 1956.



Surgical procedures, totaling 5,940, including 2,842 

major and 3,098 minor cases, were performed.

Medical admissions numbered 4,577, a slight decrease from 

1956 when there were 4,873 such admissions.

Pediatric patients numbered 2,191, an increase of 204. 

Psychiatric patients comprised a total of 731, a decrease of 140 

from 1956.

Saint Joseph's, during 1957, could not quite reach the 

obstetrical record of 1956 when 2,698 babies were born at the 

hospital. The total births for 1957 reached 2,597, a still impressive 

figure.

The Hospital's X-ray Department, during 1957, accommodated 

	 � �� � 	  patients with a total of 55,718 exposures.

ADMINISTRATION

Saint Joseph's during the year again was fully accredited 

by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals, being one of 

eleven hospitals in Omaha to be given this distinction. The 

Accreditation program was announced by the American College of 

Surgeons in 1917 and begun in 1918. Saint Joseph's was one of the 

original 89 hospitals in the United States earning the honor of 

full accreditation.

Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's Hogpital, with other Omaha 

hospitals, as their contribution to Omaha's ten-day, Second Century 

Jubilee Celebration, opened their doors from 4:00 to 6:00 P. M. on 

June 9th, for conducted tours of the institution, affording Qmahans
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