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A N E W

L I F E  of E S 0  P.
IN  recording the lives of fuch per Tons as 

have made themfelves remarkable only 
by their writings, and who flourifhed at a 
very wide difhmce from our own times, the 
great difficulty, in general, is to colled fuf- 
ficient memorials: but in giving an account 
o f Efop, there arifes a particular difficulty, 
from the many falfehoods which have been 
fo long and fo confidently affierted concern­
ing him. I (hall therefore firfi: endeavour to 
clear the ground from thefe; and then to 
colled from writers of good credit what may 
be related of him with more probability.

The great diftorter both of Efop’s life and 
perfon, is one Planudes, an eaftern monk, 
who lived at Conftantinoplea toward the end 
o f the 14th century. He publilhcd feveral 
Fables in Greek, under the name of E fop,. 
and prefixed a life of him to his edition of 
them; in which he is fuppofed b, by very 
good judges, to have confounded the orien­
tal fabulift, Lokman, with Efop; and to 
have attributed what may have been true of

 ̂ Fabricius fays he flourifhed in the year 1380, Bibl. 
Gr$ca, Lib. 3. cap. 28. p. 693. 

b Sale’s Koran, p. 335.
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tion of our nature; mine gives a pleafing flavour 
every thing I touch, whereas thine converts to 

poifon, what, by a different procefs, had been the pureft honey.



N D E X

T O  T H E

F I R S T  B O O K .

F A B L E  I.
The Trees and the Bramble.

c j*  H  E  moji worthlefs per fans are generally the moft 
prefuming.

F A B L E  II.
The Frogs defiring a King.

’ T is  better to bear w ith fame defeats in a mild and 
gentle government, than to rifque the greater evils o f  
tyranny and perfecution.

F A B L E  III.
The Belly and the Limbs.

’ T is  a folly even to w ijh to withhold our partfrom  the 
fupport o f  c iv il government.

F A B L E  IV.
The W olf and the Shepherds.

W e feverely cenfure that in others, which we ourfehes 
praftife without fcruple.

F A B L E  V.
The Fox and the Swallow.

W e fhoulcl w ell conftder, whether the removal o f  a pre-  
fe n t  e v il does not tend to introduce a greater.



I N D E X .

F A B L E  X I.IX .
The Nightingale and the Bullfinch.

Learning is undoubtedly o f  the utmoft advantage is  
real genius : yet, when put in competition, the fu n d s  
o f  the one are lim ited ; and o f  the other in ex- 
baujliblei

F A B L E  L.
The Fighting Cocks and the Turkey.

Litigious per fans feidotn confide r, befode they go to lawt 
whether the conquefi w ill be worth the cojl.

F A B L E  LI.
The King-fifher and the Sparrow'.

Men's natural tempers will heft direft them to their 
proper Jphere in the purfuit o f  bappinefs.

F A B L E  LII.
The Bee and the Spider.

*The candid reader w ill  reap improvement. where the 
fro w a rd  critic finds only matter o f  cenfure.

F I N I S .


