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PREFACE.

T h e  more conspicuous features of “  First Book in English ” 
are the following : —

1. The method employed is inductive throughout.
2. The book is divided into three parts. Each part provides 

work sufficient for one year. Part I. may be safely used as 
early as the beginning of the third school year.

3. Part I., in addition to the devices usually employed for 
language training, contains a series of exercises on the con­
struction of the type forms of the simple sentence.

4. In Part II., the pupil is required, in addition to the con­
struction of type sentences, to distinguish the complete sub­
ject, the subject word, and the noun ; the complete predicate 
and the predicate verb.

5. In Part III., generalization is begun. The parts of 
speech, and word and phrase modifiers of the noun and verb, 
are taught inductively. The synthesis and the analysis of 
typical sentences are continued, and particular attention is 
paid to the correct employment of the more common irregular 
verbs.

6. The sentences used for word and sentence drills are not 
the “  dried specimens ”  too often presented for children’s study, 
but in themselves possess an interesting content; and, when­
ever possible, they are formed into a series connected in 
thought.

7. Parallel with the work on sentence and word forms runs 
a series of exercises in composition. As children like stories, 
the compositions are chiefly narrative, though description is 
not neglected.

8. In every instance, a model is presented which the child 
is invited to study before writing a composition similar in
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LESSON IX .

COM POSITION.

THE FOX AND THE GRAPES.

What kind of day was it? (Sultry.) From what was 
a fox suffering? (Hunger and-thirst.) Suddenly what 
did he spy ? (Some clusters of grapes.) From what were 
they hanging ? (A  vine.)

What did the fox try to reach ? (The grapes.) But 
could he spring high enough? How often did he jump 
up ? (Again and again.) Then what did he say about 
the grapes ? (That they must be sour.)

1. Write this story in two paragraphs. Begin each 
paragraph one inch from  the left edge of your paper. 
Change each question to a statement. Use the words that 
are in parentheses.

2. Copy the drawing o f the fo x , and finish the picture hy 
drawing the vine and the grapes.

3. Read your composition.
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SU M M A RY  OF RULES AND DEFINITIONS.

A sentence that states or declares something is called 
a declarative sentence.

A sentence that asks a question is called an inter­
rogative sentence.

A sentence that expresses a command or a request 
is called an imperative sentence.,

A name that applies to each one of a class of things 
is called a common noun.

A name that belongs to a particular thing is called 
a proper noun.

A word used to describe or point out the thing named 
by a noun is called an adjective. x

A word that limits or modifies the meaning of a verb 
is called an adverb.

A word used to connect sentences, or similar parts 
of the same sentence, is called a conjunction.

A word used to show the relation between other 
words is called a preposition.

Place a period after every statement and after every 
command.

Place an exclamation point after a word, or words, 
used to express sudden feeling.

Write the word O with a capital letter.
Begin every proper noun with a capital letter.
Begin with a capital letter every word derived from 

a proper noun.
Begin with a capital letter every important word in 

the title of a book or of any other composition.


