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to t h e  R i g h t  H o n o u r a b l e

G E O R G E,
Lord Vifcount S u n b u r y , Baron

My L ord ,

O U ntfufi: not be furprifed at my
begging Your Protection for this little 

Book, when I allure You it was principally 

intended for Your Perufal. I had often 

wifhed to fee fomething o f this Kind pub- 

liflied by an able H and: And, for want o f 

that, have fometimes bad an Inclination to do 

it m yfclf: But never came to any liefolution

H a l i f a x

in.



D E D I C A T I O N .
L ord, his Merit is fo great, that we cannot 

do him Juftice in that RefpeS", without o f­

fending him.

That, upon all Occafions, you may imitate 

the Example he fets, and copy out his Virtues, 

for your own and the Welfare o f Mankind, 

is the fincere Wifh of.

My L o r d ,  • ■ ■

Tour Lordjhifs 

mojl obedient, and 

moft humble Servant,

S. C R O X A L L .

Hampton-Court, 
M ay i ,  1722.
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P R E F A C E

0  O much has been already faid concerning A 'fop  and 
^  his W ritings, both by ancient and modern Authors, 
that the Subject feems to be quite exhaulled. The dif­
ferent Conje&ures, Opinions, Traditions, and Forge­
ries, which from Tim e to Time we have had given to 
us of him, would till a large Volume : But they arc, for 
the moll Part, fo inconfiftent and abfurd, that it would 
be but a dull Amufement for the Reader to be led into 
fuch a M aze of Uncertainty : Since Herodotus, the moft 
ancient Greek Hiftorian, did not flourifh till near an 
hundred Years after ALfop.

As for his L ife, with which we are entertained in fo 
complete a Manner, before moft o f the Editions o f his 
Fables, it was invented by one Maximus Planudes, a Greek 
M onk ; and, i f  we may judge o f him from that Compo- 
fition, juft as judicious and learned a Perfon, as the reft of 
his Fraternity are at this Day obferved to be. Sure there 
never were fo many Blunders and childilli Dreams mixed 
up together, as are to be met with in the fhort Compafs 
o f that Piece. For a M onk, he might be very good and 
wife, but in Point of Hillory and Chronology, he fliews 
him felf to be very ignorant. He brings Adfop to Baby.  
Ion, in the Reign ? f  K in g  Lycerus, a K ing o f his ov n 
m aking; for his Name is not to be found in any C a­
talogue, from Nabonajfar to Alexander the G reat; H a- 
honadius, moft probably, reigning in Baby ton ’about 
that Tim e. H e fends him into Egypt in the Days of

Ne&ar.cboy
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I N D E X»

A ,

A D V IC E , when to be rejected, Page i4 r .  Who « 
unfit to give it, 17 7 . Confides who gives it, befc 

you take it, 44.
Affeftation, the InConveni'encies o f if , 78. It is the Ba of Beauty, ro6. Other Inconveniences of it, i6t»- 
Agriculture .recommended, 236.
Athenians enflaved by Pijijlatu:, 6^
Attorney draws th e ’Squire into a Mortgage, 45V 
Avarice, and Ambition, frequently difappointed, 102 . U 

accountable, 138 . ri hat and Envy expofed and enquir 
into,. 229. That and Ambition ought to fuffer, 9. T  
Inconveniencies of it, 335-.

Authors merit,, not by writing much, but well,. 126.-

B..
Beauty, that of the Mind,, preferable to that of t  

Body, 106.
Biter bit, 1 87..
Brave Men,, above being provoked by Cowards, 26. 
Bribe, cannot tempt an honeft Man, 182.
Britons, jealous o f Strangers, 109.
Bullies, generally Cowards, 12 2 . Over aft their Part, 20

C_
Captious, not good to be fo,, 83.
Change, feldom makes Things better, 2^0.
Changeling Plumjioek, Sir, vies-with Lord Cajllebuilder, zr, 
Children ought to. take their Parents Advice, 19b.
Church, thofe that frequent it out o f Vanity, their Religit 

not worth a- Straw, 49.
Civilit



.r

1 N D E X.
‘ s.

Self, every Man fhould exert himfelf, and not trul 
others, 72.

Self-love, no ill Principle, 278.
Servants negledt their Matters’ Affairs, 34.
Slavery, Rogues and Villains who confent to bear it, 36. 
Spedtres, difc. when they flourifh molt, 142 .
Spendthrifts repent too late, 125.
Sufpicion an ufeful Quality, 15 3 . ^

T .
Times deplorable, when Villainy is protected, 2 2 1 .  
Traitors, hated by thofe who employ them, 2 5 1 . 
Travellers, given to Lying, 130 .
Truft, have a Care whom, 273.
T ru ll, no Injuries fo bitter as from thofe we trull, 1 3 i« 
Turn, one good, deferves another, 226.

V .
Very pretty Fellows, Strangers to Virtue and Knox 

ledge, 2.
Virtue, troublefome to a young Lady, 15'.
Vifits, which appear charitable, not always fo, 10. 
Vulgar, not to be followed, 52.

W . »
Weaknefs in Converfation, what happens upon it, 82. 
Wicked Men, in Power, eafily find Pretences, 2 it 

Hate thofe that are otherwife, 298. We Ihould avoi 
them, 50 1.

W ife, that loves her Hufband, what fhe fhould do, 32, 
W it, dangerous for Fools to attempt it, 24. Hurtfnl t 

him that ufes it to hurt others, 2 1 .
Words, Men known by them, 299.
Worth, a Man lefiens his own by enquiring after it, 297.

Y ,
Young Lady pradtifing at her Glafs, 14 .
Young Men, a Piece o f Advice to 328,

f  7  A /


