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Defense Language Branch 

Crimes motivated by material desires are by far the most 
numerous followed by crimes resulting from loss of spirit, as well 
as crimes committed against superiors and inhabitants and murderous 
offences, while crimes induced by sexual desires and acts of 
violence are very few. As to the special features of each army 
this much is observed, that crimes induced by material desires 
and crimes induced by demoralization are mostly committed in the 
forces at home, in the Kwantung Army and the forces in the South, 
while in the army in China crimes against inhabitants come next 
to those motivated by material desire. In the army in the South-
east area, crimes against superiors come after crimes instigated 

by material desires. The frequency of crimes motivated 
by material desires warn us of the necessity of attaining the 
true aim of unifying civilians and soldiers, and of slanting self-
restraint and self-criticism in the hearts of soldiers as well 
as civilians attached to the army for they must be the models of 
the people in this critical stage of the war. Further, because 
of the fact that offences against superiors are often seen in the 
army in the South, it is necessary in the present situation of 
the war to maintain especially strict discipline. 

In classifying primes according to the various ranks, they 
will be seen to follow the following pattern 

Officers Crimes motivated by material desires, 
murderous acts 

Warrant officers Crimes motivated by material desires, 
murderous acts, crimes against 
superiors 

Officer Candidates Murderous acts, crimes against 
superiors 

Non-commissioned Officers Crimes motivated by material desires, 
crimes against inhabitants 

Privates Crimes motivated by material 
desires, crimes induced by 
demoralization 

Civilians attached to Crimes motivated by material desires, 
the army crimes induced by demoralization 
In every class except officer candidates crimes induced 

material desires are the majority. Among warrant officers, 
and officer candidates, murderous acts are second in order of 
frequency; among non-commissioned officers crimes against inhabi-
tants are second; and among common soldiers and civilians attached 
to the army crimes induced by demoralization are found to come 
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next to those motivated by material desires. 

5. Crimes against inhabitants 

Soldiors guilty of crimes against inhabitants total 285 
(O.O%) When classified according to the various armies, it 
will be found that the army in China has the greatest number 
with 208 (0.29%), followedly, the army in the South with 
50 men (0.1%); while those in Manchuria are the lowest with 25 
men (0.03%). Next, when these crimes are divided into various 
categories, those of evil nature like pillage, rape etc., at 
the front, are by far the most numerous, as the following dia-
gram shows. This is one of the important points that call for 
our attention. The fact that these kind of crimes arc especially 
numerous among the armies in China calls for the correction 
and elevation of moral sense in the officers and soldiers that 
area. 

Diagram showing the number of crimes according to types 
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Unit t o which 
the persea belongs 

His o f f i c i a l rank 

Unauthorized Punishment And Principal Crimes Resulting Therefore 
(from October, 1943 t o March, 1944;) 

Name of Name of 
the his 

person his crime 

Outline of his case Verdict Punishment 
of 

responsible 
o f f i c e r 

View 

Kaede 4255 First class 
private 

Tomiichi Attempted 
homicdie 

F i r s t - c l a s s private Yoshizawa who had 
been in the army f o r three years 
usually treated new re c ru i t s too 
severelyand o f ten i n f l i c t e d unauth-
orized punishment on them. On the 
day in question Masuda was assaulted 
more than ten times on account of 
h is slow notion in monoeuvres. Further, 
a f t e r going back t o barracks, he saw a 
s o l d i e r who had been recruited in the 
same year given unauthorized punish-
ment. Hereupon, he attempted t o k i l l 
Ycshizawa on .behalf of a l l the s o l d i e r 
recruited in the sane year and com-
mit s u i c i d e . He f i r e d at Yodiizawa 
while the l a t t e r , was asleep, but in 
vain, and. teen, shooting himself in -
jured his larynx. 

Fenal 
servitude 

.•for two 
years 

Unknown This i s 
an extreme 
case of the 
abuse s 
occasioncd 
by unauthoriz.. 
punishne nt 

The 88th uorporal 
Flying Battal ion 
of and " i r 
D iv i s i on 

Shunsaku Injury Corporal IMhBi.Yi.SHI, ass is tant teacher 
o f new r e c r u i t s , saw an ass i s tant 
teacher of new r e c r u i t s warjsl a 
cer ta in new recru i t of h is having gone 
t o the la tr ine in process of maneuver 
against the a s s i s t a n t ' s order. The 
corporal , thinking the warning in -
s u f f i c i e n t , assaulted the r e c r u i t ' s 

Unkown The com-
pany -
commander and 
the i n s t r u c -
t e r of new 
r e c r u i t s 
were r e p r i -
manded. 

I t seems 
not a few 
o f f e nse s of 
t h i s sort 
had been 
committed 
in process 
of manuevers 
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cheek causing an injury on his under tit i l l more 
jaw which took three weeks to recover . e f f o r t s to 

annihilate 
unauthorized 
punishment 
are necessary. 

'•'•'he 88th 
f l y i n g 
Battal ion 
of the 2nd 
.fair D iv i s i on . 

Corporal 

tiuperior 
private 
tiuperior 
pr ivate . 

-uunihiro J-n jury 
IDE 
Kiyomaro 
ITO 
Morikichi 
HIRC6E 

Owing t o a cer ta in re c ru i t s ' bad 
treatment of h is weapons and 
c lothes and h is non-performance of 
in te r i o r duty, Gorporal xDE, an 
assistant teacher of new r e c r u i t s , 
h is ass i s tants super ior privates 
ITO and ril-tOSE, bashed him and 
i n f l i c t e d wound on his under jaw 
which took him 4° days t o recover 
complete l y . 

Under con- Two con-
s idera t i on . pany-c em-

i t i s necessary 
t o main-
tain s t r i c t 
supervision on 
the part of 

manners 
were r e p r i -
manded . 
1'hG inst rue - 0 f f i c e r s . 
t e r of new 
re c ru i t s 
was ordered 
to l ight 
heme con-
finement 
f o r two days. 
T'he Com-
mander of 
the bat ta l i on 
was r e -
primanded . 

The 58 th 
-^ndepe. ndent 
x of ant ry 
tiattalion 

T ' irst - kazuo murder iiltbJMO was ordered to beat him-
c lass RliiuNO se l f with his own palm by tiuper(°r 
private private r'Jinamiya on account of the bad 

manner in which he answered several 
inquir ies made in the squad by the 
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Panal ^he coin-
servitute pany-com-
f o r 13 mander -was 
years . ordered 

heavy home 
confinement anni l i la t ion ,^ . • 
f o r two days. 

This a f f a i r i s 
ent i re ly due 
to unathorize 
punishment. 
Prompt 
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squad leader about t i s perso nal h i s to ry . of crimes 
.after had he repeatedly beaten himself t h i s kind 
f o r several minutes, a so ld ier of the same necessary, 
squad, being unabio t o bear to back at 
the scene, stepped him. But, he was again 
assu Ited with indoor sandals on a f l imsy 
preteat . He went to bed unce, but could 
not c on t ro l h is resentment , and next morning 
shot I'Tinceiiya to death, vh its the l a t t e r 
was a s l e e p . 
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