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SUMMARY OF EFFICIENCY REPORTS.

Markoe, John P.

1914. By Lieutenant Colonel Morton F. 
Smith, Commandant of Cadets, United States 
Military Academy. 'Attention to duty, hab­
its, general bearing and military appear­
ance, very good. Attitude toward disci­
pline, good. Cadet rank: 3d Class, Cor­
poral; 2d Class, Sergeant reduced; 1st 
Class, Private. Activity and athletic 
standing (gymnasium, football, and other 
sports) very athletic. Horsemanship, very 
good. Marksmanship, Sharpshooter. Swords­
manship, fair. Choice of arm of service, 
cavalry. General ability for an officer 
in the army (judgment, originality, energy, 
efficiency and character) very good, should 
be assigned to organization under strict 
commanding officer. 7
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1914. By Captain Willard H. McCornack, 
10th Cavalry, commanding Troop F. Sta­
tioned at Fort Huachuca and Naco, Arizona, 
from September 14 to December 31, 1914. 
Attention to duty and professional zeal, 
excellent. General bearing and military 
appearance, very good. Intelligence and 
judgment shown in instructing, drilling 
and handling enlisted men, very good, com­
mensurate with his experience. Has shown 
no peculiar fitness for detail. He claims 
to have some knowledge of railroad con­
struction work. Has he been given to habits 
of intemperance any time during the period 
covered by this report? On December 3 he 
is alleged to have been drunk; this is at 
present being investigated by the regiment­
al commander. Has availed himself of his 
opportunities for improvement. Was this of­
ficer the subject to any disciplinary meas­
ure during the period covered by this re­
port? As a result of his conduct December
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3? I notified him that I would prefer 
charges against him unless he would take a 
pledge; this he expressed a willingness to 
do; it is in the hands of the regimental 
commander. Is he Qualified mentally and 
morally for all the duties of his position? 
Yes, except as noted above. Is fitted phy­
sically for all the duties of his position: 
activity, very athletic; horsemanship, very 
good; aptitude for field service, commensu­
rate with experience; swordsmanship, fair. 
Should he be intrusted with important du­
ties? Yes, under supervision. Would you 
desire to have him under my immediate com­
mand, in peace or in war? Yes, provided 
he takes a pledge; not otherwise. In the 
event of war is best suited for duty with 
troops. Efficiency and limitations as 
judged by the performance of his duty in 
the field? In field from September 14 to 
19, and December 14 to 31; this is his 
first experience in the field, and he ap­
pears an apt pupil. Is he fitted for pro­
motion to the next higher grade? No; he has 
just been commissioned and has a great deal . 
to learn yet; I dare say he will be in a 
year or two. Mr general, estimate is that 
this officer will develop into an excel­
lent officer and. a credit to the service, 
provided he totally abstains from the use ; 
of liquor, but mot otherwise.

Indorsement by Colonel William C. Brown,  
10th Cavalry, commanding 10th Cavalry:
"This officer was under ry observation from? 
time of joining about the middle of Septem-; 
ber till October 8, .and in carp at Naco 
from December 14 to 31, 1914. On account ; 
of misconduct on October 7, which I after- : 
ward learned was due to intoxication, and 
for which charges were preferred, and on 
account of other lapses from sobriety and 
resulting misconduct for all of which I 
have been informed he has been tried, make
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1914 continued, 
his further continuance in the service, in 
my opinion, undesirable and I so informed 
him about December 15, last. He appears to 
lose his senses when under the influence 
of liquor. From a partly physical point 
of view, he is one of the finest lieuten­
ants in the regiment."

Lieutenant Markoe having been furnished 
with a copy of the unfavorable entry noted 
above, replied: ”I was charged with, and 
tried before a general court for the alle­
gation made in answer to "H" (habits of in­
temperance) I request that this answer be 
with-held until my having been drunk on 
December 3 is shown to be a fact by the 
finding of the court." JPP7
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