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Priest, Dies

Retired C.U. Teacher

Was Rights Leader

Funeral services will be

held at 9:30 a. m. Saturday
at St. John’s Catholic Church
for the Rev. John P. Markoe,
S.]., a retired Creighton Uni—
versity teacher and national
ly known civil rights leader.
Father Markoe, 77, who
taught mathematics and
astronomy, died Wednesday
in an Omaha hospital, where
he was admitted Monday for
treatment of a chronic heart
ailment.

Burial will be at Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery. A rosary
will be said at 8 p. m. Friday
at St. John’s Church. John E.
Johnston and Son Mortuary
is in charge.

Father Markoe was born in
St. Paul Minn. He was gradu-
ated from the United States
Military Academy in 1914.
Classmates included Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower and
Omar Bradley. 7 ahue

He was left end on the

West Point football team and
mentioned as a candidate for
All-American.

He served as leader of a
Negro cavalry unit on the
Mexican border until 1917.
He then entered St. Stanis
laus Seminary at Florissant,
Mo. He was ordained a priest
in the Society of Jesus in
The Rev. John Markoe

1928 and was assigned to
Creighton University as a
teacher. He taught at Mar-
quette University the follow-
ing year. Other teaching posts
included St. Louis High
School, St. Louis University
and Regis College, Denver.
He returned to Creighton

in 1946 and was a prime or—
ganizer of the De/Porres Club
in Omaha, which is devoted
to bettering race relations.



In the same year, Father
Markoe joined other members
in the first sit-in demonstra-
tion. The group forced inte—
gration of a downtown Oma
ha restaurant.

Until he retired in 1962,
Father Markoe taught math—
ematics and astronomy. He
was honored by the Urban
League in 1951, by the Cath—
olic Interracial Council in
1963, by the Citizens Com
mittee for Civil Liberties in
1964.

Father Markoe observed his
fiftieth anniversary in the
Jesuit order in February, 1967.
He was honored at a dinner
at Creighton University and
proceeds were contributed to
a fund for scholarships to aid
Negroes.

In his fight for racial equal
ity, Father Markoe was fol
lowing a family tradition. His
brother, the Rev. William J
Markoe, S.J., of Marquette
University, has a similar
record in civil rights.

Other members of his fam-
ily include sisters, Sister
Mary Joseph and Sister Anne
Marie, both Catholic nuns in
St. Louis, and Col. Francis
Markoe, and James Markoe,
brothers, in St. Paul, Minn
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