[TJranskriptor

00:00:11 Micah Mertes
Rick, tell them who you are.

00:00:12 Rick Davis
I'm Rick Davis with University Communications and Marketing.

00:00:15 Micah Mertes
I'm Micah Mertes and I work for University Relations.

00:00:18 Rick Davis
Micah, how are you?

00:00:19 Micah Mertes
Pretty good. Good. Sorry it's been so long since our last episode.

00:00:22 Rick Davis
Yeah, it has been a while. So I'm glad to be here with you today.

00:00:26 Micah Mertes
The idea is to do these monthly. I think they're kind of converting to monthly ish.

00:00:32 Rick Davis
Monthly ish is good. Yeah.

00:00:33 Micah Mertes
Monthly ish is something to aim for still.

00:00:35 Rick Davis
Absolutely. I think we're doing okay.

00:00:37 Micah Mertes
Today's Weird Creighton history is Christmas themed.

00:00:40 Rick Davis
Got it. Love it.

00:00:41 Micah Mertes
Working titles for the episode include Weird Christmas History. A Very Weird Creighton



Christmas. We wish you a weirdy Christmas, we weird you a Creighton Christmas, Joy to the
weird. I'm Dreaming of a Weird Christmas is, I think, my favorite. Or maybe this one. Baby,
it's weird outside.

00:00:59 Rick Davis
I'love it. And by the way, it's snowing out. When we were walking over to the snow.

00:01:03 Micah Mertes

Yeah, I noticed that. I thought it was pretty perfect. I wouldn't say I'm feeling a lot of
Christmas cheer at the moment, but the snow, you know, it gave me a little bit of that mood,
I guess.

00:01:13 Rick Davis
There we go.

00:01:13 Micah Mertes
Yeah. So today's episode isn't gonna be just one big present I'm gonna put under the tree.
It's gonna be a bunch of different stocking stuffers.

00:01:21 Rick Davis
Okay, great.

00:01:22 Micah Mertes
So a bunch of goodies I'll be pulling out of a large sock with your name. Okay, maybe weirdly
enough, even though I'm not in the mood, this might get a bit sappy at times.

00:01:31 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:01:31 Micah Mertes

So I just want to warn you, the holidays are the one time of the year I possess a fully
functioning personality. And all of the things I should be saying to friends and family
throughout the rest of the year come out around the Christmas season.

00:01:43 Rick Davis
Oh, this is going to be great.

00:01:44 Micah Mertes
Yeah. So I might get a little sentimental, so just a fair warning.

00:01:47 Rick Davis
Okay, Sounds good.



00:01:48 Micah Mertes
Or the story will. We'll. Okay. All right.

00:01:50 Rick Davis
You ready to go? I'm ready.

00:01:52 Micah Mertes

Here's the history of Christmas at Creighton told through a few weird tales. Okay. Some
background on Creighton Christmas past. One of the weirdest things about Christmas at
Creighton and Christmas most places is that no one used to care much that about the
holiday. You know, obviously it cared about what it meant, but it wasn't. It wasn't what it is
today.

00:02:08 Rick Davis
Commercialism.

00:02:09 Micah Mertes
You're talking about commercialism to some extent, but also just. I don't know, it wasn't as
big a deal. You know, right now you'd say it's the holiday.

00:02:17 Rick Davis
Absolutely.

00:02:17 Micah Mertes
But, yeah, I mean, to some extent, it was marketing, I think, in probably Britain and America
that really helped it become what it was today. It was this powerhouse holiday. Yes.

00:02:28 Rick Davis
Commercialism, the lighting of the houses, doing all that stuff.

00:02:31 Micah Mertes

Creighton was no different. They didn't. I mean, for them, it was just another break for
students, it was some time where the Jesuits could go home and visit their families. There
wasn't, like, a lot that went on in campus leading up to it.

00:02:42 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:02:42 Micah Mertes
That changed about 99 years ago, December of 1923. Well, that was when the newly created

Creighton Student Union still going strong. And so it's actually in its 100th year this year.

00:02:52 Rick Davis



Right.

00:02:52 Micah Mertes
That was when the Creighton Student Union first delivered Christmas baskets, providing
meals to about 700 Omaha families in need.

00:02:58 Rick Davis
Ilove it.

00:02:59 Micah Mertes

The thing that really got Christmas going at Creighton was an act of philanthropy. So this
was kind of a tradition with the Creighton Student Union, where Creighton students would
continue to hold raffles and dances to raise money for local families each year. Creighton's
holiday philanthropy was later formalized into the Christmas spirit campaign, with causes
taken up across campus. Much later, the Creighton president was calling on students to do
something for God's poor this Christmas. Creighton's Christmas spirit was soon on display
on campus itself, with holiday parties decked out halls, snowmen, nativity scenes, and a
Christmas tree in front of Daigleman Hall. So this was, you know, in the wake of the
philanthropy, kind of got Christmas going at Creighton and decorations, the parties, we got
into the whole swing of it. I doubt it was unique to Creighton. We were probably. We were
probably just going along with the national trend of it becoming a bigger and bigger deal in
people's lives, Right?

00:03:48 Rick Davis
Absolutely. Not always a big religious holiday here, being a Jesuit Catholic institution. But
yeah.

00:03:54 Micah Mertes
Here's the thing, though. It eventually started to kind of go downbhill, at least on campus.

00:03:58 Rick Davis
What happened?

00:03:59 Micah Mertes
Well, in an old Creightonian interview, there's a Creighton historian, Dennis Mjlic...
Mjhalich... Mihelich.

00:04:05 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:04:05 Micah Mertes
Yeah. Never know how to say his name. I'm sorry, Dennis. I read a lot of your stuff.



00:04:09 Rick Davis
But he did the history of Creighton.

00:04:11 Micah Mertes

He did, yeah. Very good book. Mihelich said it was due largely to campus becoming isolated
from the rest of Omaha after the construction of I-480 and then the transformation of
California street to Skinner Mall. So before Skinner Mall was walkable, before the mall was
an actual mall. Right.

00:04:27 Rick Davis
We're talking about our brick walkway across campus.

00:04:30 Micah Mertes
But he was saying that the interstate, at least initially during those years, kind of isolated it
from some of the things. I'm sure we've regained those partnerships in the years since, but.

00:04:39 Rick Davis
Right.

00:04:39 Micah Mertes

It was. It was not a. Not a super festive few years, I guess, of Creighton. The good thing is, I
mean, I think the, you know, the beautification in 24th street was another way we kind of
reopened it in some ways to the rest of the community. Yep.

00:04:53 Rick Davis
Connected things.

00:04:54 Micah Mertes

So for a few reasons, we were flagging in the cheer department come 60s, 70s. So still quite
a bit before your time there. But in the end, it turns out all we needed was a really big
Christmas tree.

00:05:05 Rick Davis
Ah, how awesome.

00:05:06 Micah Mertes
Can you believe that?

00:05:07 Rick Davis
I can believe it.

00:05:09 Micah Mertes
The date of the first Christmas at Creighton is debatable. It either started in 1978 or 1984,



depending on where you look and who you ask. In 1978, Creighton installed a 20 foot pine
Christmas tree on top of the newly constructed St. John's fountain. The tree was litin a
special ceremony.

00:05:25 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:05:25 Micah Mertes
For reasons unknown, the tree lighting of December 1984 is marked as the first official
ceremony. So I don't know what happened there.

00:05:31 Rick Davis
Is that right? Okay. Because I would have started in 84.

00:05:33 Micah Mertes
It would have started 84. So you were there for the first Christmas?

00:05:36 Rick Davis
I could have been.

00:05:38 Micah Mertes
By this standard, I had the first Christmas.

00:05:39 Rick Davis
I know, I've been here a long time. Yeah.

00:05:42 Micah Mertes
Rick Davis, As Old as Christmas.

00:05:45 Rick Davis
That's the new title of this podcast.

00:05:48 Micah Mertes
So again, I don't know why, but for whatever reason, your first year, first Christmas. But
back in 1978, there was.

00:05:54 Rick Davis
So now there's that statue or sculpture on top of the fountain. Was that not there at the
time?

00:06:02 Micah Mertes
It wasn't there. No, it was just a flat top. And they put a Christmas tree on there.



00:06:07 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:06:07 Micah Mertes
Yeah. You can see a lot of images of students sitting up on the top of it. Okay.

00:06:10 Rick Davis
And what year was that that they had the photos from?

00:06:13 Micah Mertes
The year they had the photos from. Were 78.

00:06:16 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:06:16 Micah Mertes

Yeah. So Christmas at Creighton was pretty much back into full swing by the 1980s, largely
due to the start of the ceremony. So you came back for the, you know, the much rumored
return of Christmas at Creighton.

00:06:29 Rick Davis
The glory years.

00:06:30 Micah Mertes

Yeah. Yeah. So you should feel very privileged to have gone to Creighton when you did, it
was great historic time for Christmas, you know. So by the next decade, it just flourished
even more. The events became bigger, campus got more and more decorated, et cetera. By
1990, the tree lighting ceremony had grown more elaborate, with campus leaders speaking
to hundreds of students at the event. In 1993, the Eternal Flame sculpture that you
mentioned was added to the St. John's fountain, moving the Christmas tree to the front of
Creighton Hall. 1993.

00:06:58 Rick Davis
Okay, so. Yes, I remember that.

00:06:59 Micah Mertes
Yes. And by 2000, the new millennium's first Creighton Christmas ceremony prompted a
very Creighton controversy. Surely you remember this.

00:07:06 Rick Davis
I do remember this, but. Yeah, you were here, right? Yeah, I was here for this. Yeah.

00:07:10 Micah Mertes



All right. So Father Schlegel.

00:07:13 Rick Davis
Yes.

00:07:13 Micah Mertes
The then new president of Creighton University.

00:07:15 Rick Davis
Correct.

00:07:16 Micah Mertes

In an act of, I would say, just sound reasoning and sustainability, said, you know, we have a
perfectly good tree outside the Kiewit Fitness Center. Why cut down a new tree every year
for Christmas at Creighton?

00:07:30 Rick Davis
I remember this. Correct.

00:07:32 Micah Mertes
We have this good tree here. So we're going to make that the Christmas tree. And we're not
going to have a Christmas tree in front of Creighton holiday.

00:07:38 Rick Davis
I do remember this.

00:07:38 Micah Mertes
Yes. The end. Father Schlegel's decision caused many feelings amongst students. Many
feelings.

00:07:46 Rick Davis
Yes.

00:07:47 Micah Mertes
They expressed them. One student even collected 635 signatures for a petition protesting
the tree's change of location.

00:07:54 Rick Davis
I do remember this being a thing.

00:07:56 Micah Mertes
Father Schlegel, for his part. I wish I could have met him. He sounded really.



00:07:59 Rick Davis
He was awesome. Yeah.

00:08:01 Micah Mertes
Father Schlegel, for his part, was both apologetic and amused by the students reaction. In a
Creightonian interview, he jokingly called himself the Grinch who stole your Christmas tree.

00:08:10 Rick Davis
I don't think he expected it to be a big deal, Micah.

00:08:13 Micah Mertes
No, but he seemed like. I like that. He was both. He was kind of sorry, but he was also having
some fun with it.

00:08:19 Rick Davis
He was humorous about it.

00:08:20 Micah Mertes
Yeah. Because I don't know, there were bigger problems, Right?

00:08:24 Rick Davis
Yeah.

00:08:24 Micah Mertes
But this is the thing that. Not just at Creighton, but at all universities. Like, this is a thing
where if it becomes a tradition, the tradition this is the Hill students will die on.

00:08:33 Rick Davis
Yes. Yes. Yeah.

00:08:35 Micah Mertes

So controversy aside, the ceremony was a huge success, launching a new tradition.
Following year, Creighton added 6,000 lights around the mall, built a nativity scene and put
a bright star on top of Creighton Hall. It also hosted mass and a concert and served
Christmas cookies and hot cocoa in the Skutt student center that we just talked. We have a
variation of this this year.

00:08:53 Rick Davis
Today, it was a big deal.

00:08:55 Micah Mertes
In the 21 years since that first event, the decorations and festivities have continued to grow.
Now, every year, tens of thousands of lights cover campus and the 24th street corridor. So



history vindicated Father Schlegel of being the Grinch. But there was an actual Creighton
Grinch. You know about the Creighton Grinch?

00:09:10 Rick Davis
I do not know about the Creighton Grinch, so I'm excited to hear about this.

00:09:14 Micah Mertes

So if there's one event in the university archives that I think sums up Creighton's whole
history of this holiday, I think it's this. Okay. Just has. It has a full character arc. Talks about
the best of us, the worst of us. It's great. In 2001, a Christmas tree in front of the student
center fireplace was stolen just a few hours after it was set up. What? The Creightonian
wrote a story about the theft and included the text of a sign left in the tree's absence. So
somebody had put a sign up after it had been stolen. Okay.

00:09:41 Rick Davis
What did the sign say?

00:09:42 Micah Mertes

The tree that stood in this spot was stolen. This display was intended for the enjoyment of
the entire Creighton community, especially the students who are away from home during
the holiday season. Congratulations to the thief for showing their version of the Christmas
spirit. End quote. There were a lot of exclamation points in that. A few days later, the tree
was returned with an apology attached. Quote, I had taken the tree for my own personal
decoration, and after reading the front page of the Creightonian, only then had I realized the
error in my ways. The letter was signed, a Creighton student with renewed holiday spirit,
using, I guess, a form of watchdog journalism, shamed him into returning the tree along
with an apology. What about, you know, as a student, longtime alum, just sort of a unofficial
mascot of Creighton University.

00:10:28 Rick Davis
Yeah.

00:10:29 Micah Mertes
What are some of the things you remember most about the Christmases here?

00:10:33 Rick Davis

During my work here, I think the Christmas at Creighton and the tree lighting ceremony just
all gives us a chance to gather together, to slow down a little bit. ] know we mentioned at the
beginning of this podcast how hectic we all are, but to just get together, slow down, throw
the lights on the campus, the switch on the lights on the campus mall and see it all aglow,
you know, now we've got the St. John's Church all lit up, and it really looks beautiful. I mean,
it's just A special time of year and it's good to gather with our colleagues and our students
and all be together and celebrate. So it's a very meaningful time. Absolutely.



00:11:11 Micah Mertes
All right, Rick, this is actually a two part episode.

00:11:14 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:11:15 Micah Mertes
We've ended part one.

00:11:16 Rick Davis
Part one, Christmas. Great stuff, Rick.

00:11:18 Micah Mertes
We have a sponsor this week. Again, we have another sponsor.

00:11:21 Rick Davis
Ilove it.

00:11:22 Micah Mertes
Things are really looking up for us.

00:11:23 Rick Davis
You're doing a great job.

00:11:24 Micah Mertes

Thank you. Thank you very much. Doing a lot of behind the scenes work. So that ended part
one. We will conclude this episode with part two after this commercial break. Rick, do you
know about Giving Tuesday?

00:11:38 Rick Davis
Giving Tuesday. I've heard of it, yes.

00:11:40 Micah Mertes
Here's the thing. A lot of people confuse Giving Tuesday with Giving Day at Creighton.

00:11:46 Rick Davis
They sound alike, don't they?

00:11:47 Micah Mertes
The difference is one's a day and one's a Tuesday. And sometimes the day can be a Tuesday,
but not always.



00:11:55 Rick Davis
So Giving Day could be a Tuesday of Giving Day.

00:11:58 Micah Mertes
Giving Day could be a Tuesday. But Giving Tuesday is not.

00:12:00 Rick Davis
Giving Tuesday is always Tuesday.

00:12:01 Micah Mertes
Yeah, exactly. I think it's very clear. All right, so Giving Tuesday is actually an international
day of giving. And Creighton participates in it each year. This year it is November 29th.

00:12:12 Rick Davis
November 29th, which is a.

00:12:14 Micah Mertes
I believe it's a Tuesday.

00:12:15 Rick Davis
I'm just checking on you.

00:12:17 Micah Mertes

Giving Tuesday is the one that's coming up. It's November 29th. You can already go to the
site. You probably can't quite make gifts yet, but you will be able to soon, right? It's at
crowdfunding.creighton.edu.

00:12:29 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:12:30 Micah Mertes
CRO,W,DFU.

00:12:33 Rick Davis
N. You got it.

00:12:34 Micah Mertes
DIN G. Creighton Edu.

00:12:37 Rick Davis
So what's that again? Crowdfunding.

00:12:39 Micah Mertes



Crowdfunding.creighton.du. Okay, so by Tuesday, November 29th. And donors can give to
whatever cause they want for this.

00:12:47 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:12:47 Micah Mertes

But this year we're really wanting to highlight two essential funds. We're building a lot of
our communications around these funds. Again, please give. If you want to give, give to
whatever you want. But we'd really appreciate it if you could support these two funds. And
they are the student emergency and student retention funds.

00:13:02 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:13:02 Micah Mertes
Have you. Do you know much about these funds, Rick? A little bit.

00:13:05 Rick Davis
But if you can tell me more about them, I'd like to hear about it.

00:13:08 Micah Mertes

So these are the funds that help us be there if our students have a crisis. But when
something goes wrong in their lives, you know, they can come to us for many things. These
funds are there to support those specific students.

00:13:19 Rick Davis
That's awesome.

00:13:20 Micah Mertes

So maybe a student, maybe a loved one died, maybe a loved one sick. Maybe that student
was injured. Maybe their laptop broke. It's just. It's the things that take students out of
college. They take students out of Creighton sometimes. Some of these students just need a
few hundred bucks. And it's the only difference. They need to be able to help, you know, pay
for their meals for the next month or to return after Christmas break. There's even the funds
sometimes used if a loved one has passed or a loved one's sick. We help pay for the students
travel to travel back home to go see them, to go to a funeral, or to go see them at the
hospital, go take care of them. That is awesome. It can be moved. So, as you know, I'm
always. I'm a professional gift asker.

00:14:02 Rick Davis
Yeah, but that's a great.



00:14:03 Micah Mertes

But this is. This speaks for itself. I mean, it's just amazing. It's great that Creighton does it.
It's very Creighton. So I would just encourage everyone to please, on November 29th or
before, you'd be able to make a gift before, probably a few days prior, you'll be able to give
to a team, your school or college scholarships, different programs, whatever you want. All
right, thank you very much. One final time. That is crowdfunding.creighton.edu. Thank you.
Hi there, it's Micah again with a GivingTuesday update. The site is currently open and you
can make gifts to it. You can make gifts to giving Tuesday. And please do at
crowdfunding.creighton.edu. Thank you. Rick.

00:14:51 Rick Davis
Yes.

00:14:51 Micah Mertes
Part two of our Christmas themed episode. What I wanted to do for part two isIt's a
Wonderful Life, Creighton University.

00:14:58 Rick Davis
Nice.

00:14:59 Micah Mertes
Rick, you broke my heart a little bit in October when you told me you'd never seen the
Exorcist on our episode about the Exorcist.

00:15:06 Rick Davis
Tam so sorry.

00:15:07 Micah Mertes
Please tell me you've seen It's a Wonderful Life.

00:15:09 Rick Davis
I have seen It's a Wonderful Life a number of times, yes.

00:15:11 Micah Mertes
Okay. I imagine you love it. Yes.

00:15:13 Rick Davis
Absolutely.

00:15:14 Micah Mertes
For anyone who hasn't seen the film, there's probably a few out there.

00:15:17 Rick Davis



Sure.

00:15:18 Micah Mertes
Yeah. Millennials.

00:15:19 Rick Davis
Yes.

00:15:20 Micah Mertes

I don't know, maybe they've seen it, too. For anyone who hasn't seen the film, it's
unquestionably one of the greatest of all American movies. Absolutely. It's about a guy
named George Bailey. George has dreams of escaping his small town and perhaps even life
itself, until he's reminded by an angel named Clarence. How much he's meant to his family,
friends and community.

00:15:37 Rick Davis
Right.

00:15:37 Micah Mertes
Rick, I think of you in some ways as Creighton's George Bailey.

00:15:40 Rick Davis
Okay.Iwasn't sure if I was gonna be George Bailey or Clarence.

00:15:44 Micah Mertes
No, you're George, I think.

00:15:45 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:15:46 Micah Mertes

I mean, it might also have something to do with the fact that I think of you as Creighton's
Jimmy Stewart. Okay. You're just a sweet, friendly guy who helps everyone. And while I
don't think you use words like shucks or swell, I could see you using them. Certainly.

00:15:59 Rick Davis
I can hear those coming along.

00:16:00 Micah Mertes

Oh, yeah, I could hear those. Absolutely. So, yeah. And also, like George Bailey and Jimmy
Stewart, your sonny exterior hides a quiet, desperate rage. I know you do. And you could
see it in Jimmy Stewart's best performances because, as you know, he's very likable and
lovable, but there was an edge there.



00:16:15 Rick Davis
That is so funny.

00:16:16 Micah Mertes
Not everybody sees your edge and it's not swell.

00:16:20 Rick Davis
Oh, shucks.

00:16:22 Micah Mertes
So anyway, I wanted to. It's a Wonderful Life Creighton with a kind of thought experiment.
What would the world, and more specifically Omaha, be if Creighton had never been born?

00:16:31 Rick Davis
Interesting.

00:16:32 Micah Mertes
Creighton University. Not the Creightons, although I guess by extension the Creighton
family. Because if they weren't born, then Creighton University wasn't born.

00:16:38 Rick Davis
Love this premise.

00:16:39 Micah Mertes
To be clear, I'm not saying Omaha, our Bedford Falls, in this case.

00:16:42 Rick Davis
Yeah.

00:16:43 Micah Mertes

Would have become Pottersville without Creighton. Omaha would have been fine. Other
organizations, and perhaps even a different Catholic University might have risen in its stead.
In fact, one thing I read, and I'm sure you knew about this, Creighton was almost a very
different university because Mary Lucretia Creighton first asked the Dominican
organization.

00:17:00 Rick Davis
Yes, the Dominicans first.

00:17:02 Micah Mertes
Right. To run Creighton, but they said no. So they went on. I think Father O'Connor or
Bishop O'Connor at the time, he asked the Jesuits, and they said, yeah, so we're a Jesuit



university instead of a Dominican university.

00:17:14 Rick Davis
Absolutely.

00:17:15 Micah Mertes

Idon't know much about Dominican education or how different it would have been. I know
they adopt kind of a holistic approach to education like Jesuits do, but it'd have to be a little
bit different.

00:17:23 Rick Davis
It'd have to be different. Yes, absolutely.

00:17:25 Micah Mertes
It would be quite different.

00:17:26 Rick Davis
Yep.

00:17:26 Micah Mertes
Omaha would have been okay. You know, I'm not. The premise is not that Omaha would
have become Pottersville, but one thing is.

00:17:34 Rick Davis
Would have been different.

00:17:35 Micah Mertes

It would have been very different. This is like One thing that's undeniable. Creighton has
helped people, many, many people. It's helped the faculty and staff who have worked here,
the students who have attended it, and the communities who have been served by it.

00:17:47 Rick Davis
I'would agree, yes.

00:17:49 Micah Mertes

It's sort of like we talked about in our previous episode about John Pehle. If you save a
single life or even improve someone's life in a meaningful way, then you yourself have lived
a life of purpose. Yes, that's the idea of it. I think that's kind of the idea of creating education.
Right. And it's the theme of It's a Wonderful Life. Right. So it fits, right? Yeah. I mean, the
idea, I guess, is that if you live your life with kindness and with character, you're bound to
have affected a lot of lives on the way.

00:18:14 Rick Davis



I agree with you totally on that.

00:18:16 Micah Mertes
In ways that you sometimes might need an angel to show you. Right.

00:18:20 Rick Davis
And you're a Clarence.

00:18:22 Micah Mertes

I suppose I'm Clarence in this scenario, but I'm no angel, so I don't know if it works. Plus, I
already have my wings. Okay. First, for our thought experiment, I wanted to talk about
Creighton's birth itself and to give people maybe a more gut level idea how long the
university's been around and for how many years it's been impacting our local history. So
we can say 1878. 1878. But let's give some kind of, like I said, gut level recognition of just
how long Creighton's been around.

00:18:50 Rick Davis
Right.

00:18:50 Micah Mertes
Creighton University is older than the gunfight at the O.K. Corral in Tombstone.

00:18:54 Rick Davis
Oh, my gosh.

00:18:55 Micah Mertes

It's older than the Brooklyn Bridge. It's older than the completion of the Washington
Monument. It's older than the dedication of the Statue of Liberty. It's older than the
invention of Coca Cola. Older than the invention of the motion picture, the first game of
basketball, the creation of underground public transportation.

00:19:11 Rick Davis
Oh my gosh.

00:19:12 Micah Mertes
It's older even than Rick Davis.

00:19:14 Rick Davis
Oh my gosh, is that something?

00:19:15 Micah Mertes
Yeah. So it's a pretty old institution. When you say 1878, we don't always have a great grasp
of that. This is really early in American history. We've been around a long time.



00:19:25 Rick Davis
Right. You don't have that perspective.

00:19:27 Micah Mertes
I don't think about it too often about what 1878 means.

00:19:30 Rick Davis
Right.

00:19:31 Micah Mertes

Yeah. At least until they set a Yellowstone spin off show there, which they probably will any
day. The point is, Creighton has had a lot of years to be around to make a difference for a lot
of different people. Right.

00:19:43 Rick Davis
For the community, for the people who've come here. For faculty and staff professors, yes.

00:19:47 Micah Mertes

There's too many ways to really the ways they've made a positive impact in the world, but
to name a few. You can add on to these two if you want, but free or discounted community
healthcare through places like the Magis Clinic and the Dental clinic in Omaha, the Piper
Clinic in Phoenix, and ILAC in the Dominican Republic. So we were just talking about this.
There's potentially kind of a story we're expanding on about this down the road, about just
how much our students, faculty and staff serve our communities, especially in the
healthcare area.

00:20:15 Rick Davis

You know, the Magis clinic at the Santa Francis House is unbelievable. A student run clinic,
you know, students establish that. So, you know, our students here, that's something that
they want to do and they very much want to help the community. So that's great. ILAC,
we're of course celebrating the 50th anniversary of ILAC this week. So that's very top of
mind here. So.

00:20:40 Micah Mertes
And even non health sciences, you know, we have the service and justice trips that students
take all over the country.

00:20:45 Rick Davis
So I think it's worth thinking about It's a Wonderful Life. It's expanded beyond Omaha.

00:20:50 Micah Mertes
Oh, yeah.



00:20:50 Rick Davis
Soit's international, global. It's also regional and across the country.

00:20:58 Micah Mertes
So doing a good thing, you can never know how the ripple effect. Yeah. How far the impact
can go. Same could be said for a bad thing too. So maybe be good.

00:21:08 Rick Davis
Absolutely. Be good for goodness sake.

00:21:11 Micah Mertes
Be good for goodness sake. Some more stats on this. Just. I want to put some numbers
behind this.

00:21:16 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:21:17 Micah Mertes
Every year, students, faculty and staff give a combined 15.2 million service hours.

00:21:22 Rick Davis
It's unbelievable, isn't it?

00:21:23 Micah Mertes

Accurate. Through Creighton's more than 500 partnerships with local and international
organizations. One of my favorite stories about Creighton. Support, goodwill, peace on
earth, et cetera. One of my favorite stories about this was when Creighton responded to the
Missouri river flood of 1952.

00:21:40 Rick Davis
I did read alittle about this. Yes.

00:21:42 Micah Mertes
There were a lot of Creighton people there.

00:21:43 Rick Davis
Yep.

00:21:44 Micah Mertes

Because when the flood hit. This was in the summer when the flood hit. Creighton
administrators, they hopped on the radio and they asked students on their summer
vacations to return to campus. And many did.



00:21:53 Rick Davis
Wow.

00:21:53 Micah Mertes
Your old colleague, Bob Riley. Yes. He wrote about it in Creighton magazine.

00:21:57 Rick Davis
Yes. Amazing writer.

00:21:58 Micah Mertes

The experience. Yeah, he was great. He responded to this call. So. In an old Creighton
magazine article I read, Bob recalled standing on A levee, hauling sandbags and council
bluffs. When he introduced himself to a fellow volunteer, when he told the volunteer he was
from Creighton, the volunteer said, everyone I meet here is either from Creighton or the
Hinky Dinky, which was the local grocery store. There's probably thousands and thousands
of instances like that where either locally, somewhere in America, somewhere across the
world where a group of students were helping someone. So those students might have
found other channels through which to help people. Certainly they would have, but would
have been different. Those same people wouldn't have been served. Yeah. In the same
article Bob wrote about the relationship between Creighton and Omaha, he wrote, quote,
the union between Omaha and Creighton University has been remarkably affectionate,
exceptionally fruitful. And even the grandchildren have turned out pretty well.

00:22:49 Rick Davis
Oh, that's a great line.

00:22:50 Micah Mertes
He's a good writer. You know how many we wrote a story last year? More than 100,000
degrees have been conferred in Creighton's academic history.

00:23:01 Rick Davis
Right? Yep.

00:23:02 Micah Mertes

As of about a year ago. Correct. We crossed 100,000. There are 80,000 living alumni all over
the world today possessing the majority of those degrees. Right. There's a lot of retention to
Omabha.

00:23:15 Rick Davis
Lot of retention to Omaha. And we're pulling students from across the country, around the
world.



00:23:19 Micah Mertes
Oh, yeah. It's something like 80% of undergraduates come from outside the state of
Nebraska.

00:23:25 Rick Davis
Right.

00:23:26 Micah Mertes

These were some stats that someone on my team helped me find that were taken a few
years ago. Perfect. According to data from a few years back that showed the percentage of
licensed Nebraska workers who are Creighton alumni, 25% of Nebraska dentists are
Creighton dentists. Licensed dentists. 26% of Nebraska clinical nursing specialists are
Creighton nurses.

00:23:46 Rick Davis
It's amazing.

00:23:47 Micah Mertes
You have close to as high numbers for physicians, OTs, pharmacists, et cetera. So locally, it
has been a pipeline of talent, no question.

00:23:57 Rick Davis
Right.

00:23:58 Micah Mertes
And the list goes on in many fields. But. Number shmumbers. Let's hear from some real
people.

00:24:05 Rick Davis
Gotit. Let's hear it.

00:24:06 Micah Mertes
I asked Creighton alumni to tell us what they think their life would have been if Creighton
University had never existed.

00:24:11 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:24:12 Micah Mertes
And I got a few great answers.

00:24:13 Rick Davis
Good. So these are graduates and these are all.



00:24:15 Micah Mertes
Yeah, these are all graduates.

00:24:16 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:24:17 Micah Mertes
What might my life have been had Creighton never existed?

00:24:20 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:24:21 Micah Mertes
And this is. This is how they responded.

00:24:22 Rick Davis
Yep.

00:24:23 Micah Mertes

This is Teresa McKeon Clark, who attended Creighton from 1968 to 1970. She met her
husband here, who was a Graduate. She graduated elsewhere, Theresa said, quote, since our
family motto is It's a wonderful Life, since I. She grew up in Donna Reed's hometown of
Denison, Iowa. Really? Okay. Appropriate, she said, this question is perfect. I met my
husband, Jim Clark, at Creighton. If that hadn't happened, we never would have welcomed
our five children, their spouses, or our 12 grandchildren, soon to be 13. For us, Creighton
truly gave us many reasons to say, it's a wonderful life.

00:24:58 Rick Davis
Ilove it.

00:24:59 Micah Mertes
The Reverend John Montag, sj. Did you know him? Yeah.

00:25:04 Rick Davis
Yes.

00:25:04 Micah Mertes
He was around, I think. Yeah, a little bit.

00:25:06 Rick Davis
Yeah, I think it's Montag.



00:25:07 Micah Mertes

Is it Montag? Is it Montag? Okay. MO N T A G SJ. He said that if Creighton University didn't
exist, he wouldn't exist. Quote, my parents never would have met. My dad graduated and
went to law school at Creighton. And he met my mother, who was a pediatric nursing
instructor at the time. At the old St. Catherine's Hospital.

00:25:26 Rick Davis
Yes.

00:25:27 Micah Mertes

They married and within a few years had five children, including me. I came to Creighton as
a student in 1978, and a course led by Father Gene Donahue led me to apply for the Society
of Jesus in 1980. Came back to Creighton to the Campion House in 1982.1 then became
involved in the ILAC program, which I still regard as the single most life changing event of
my life. Outside of my baptism and ordination. I spent the summers between 1983 and 1993
in the Dominican Republic. And from 1993 to 1995 I worked as the director of the ILAC
center in the DR. I'm now living in the Dr. Today, working at a different Jesuit institution,
but still connected to ILAC in many ways, though I've since left Creighton to work and serve
in many places. I've never really left Creighton. Yeah, it's always been deep in my soul and in
my heart. It has given me so much. A love for the natural world, a love for poetry and
literature. A love for the Dominican Republic and for oppressed, underprivileged and poor
people everywhere. A lot of my impetus in life comes from Creighton. Maybe it all started
with where I was baptized. St. John's Church.

00:26:27 Rick Davis
That is so stirring, so inspirational.

00:26:30 Micah Mertes
Just a few more here. Class of 1987. Law Grad Bill Harvey.

00:26:33 Rick Davis
Okay.

00:26:34 Micah Mertes

He wrote in, and he said that if Creighton ever existed, quote, our lives would be a complete
ruin. I wouldn't be a lawyer. I'd never have met my wife, Gretchen Heiser Harvey, who is
also a Creighton lawyer and was my editor on the Creighton Law Review. We wouldn't have
two wonderful grown kids and their spouses without each other. Gretchen and I might have
been like Mary and George Bailey. She would have been a beautiful but lonely small town
librarian. And I'd be running around the streets of Omaha like I'd lost my mind looking for
my non existent family.

00:27:04 Rick Davis



I agree. That's for me too.

00:27:06 Micah Mertes
Yeah. Thank goodness for Creighton University and particularly for Creighton Law. They
have indeed given us a wonderful life.

00:27:12 Rick Davis
That's awesome.

00:27:13 Micah Mertes

Okay. And so this one is from Christine Caliguri-Rulen, class of 1960. Dear Rick and Micah,
Creighton has given me so much. It's where I met my first husband, George Davis, when he
drove me in his car in the 1959 homecoming parade. She was the homecoming princess
from pharmacy.

00:27:30 Rick Davis
That year, she said.

00:27:31 Micah Mertes

A year later, on Thanksgiving Day, we were married. We have six wonderful children who
are successful and loving people with families I am proud to be a part of. George is no longer
here and my years are growing short, but I look back and I see that our time at Creighton
gave us the knowledge and wisdom to raise these amazing people who are our legacy.
Thank you, Creighton, and thank you, you marvelous Jesuits.

00:27:51 Rick Davis
Oh, wow, that was sweet. Oh, my gosh, this is a nice Christmas present.

00:27:56 Micah Mertes
Yeah, yeah, I know. Like I told you, stocking stuffers, but valuable.

00:27:59 Rick Davis
Wow.

00:27:59 Micah Mertes
Yeah, yeah. A few chocolates in there.

00:28:01 Rick Davis
Wow. Bringing tears in my eyes. That's great. Wow. Very sweet.

00:28:05 Micah Mertes
And Rick, I wanted to conclude the episode with a message that you received as well from
ALUM Tim Sully, 1985.



00:28:12 Rick Davis
Tim Sully, yeah. Great guy.

00:28:13 Micah Mertes
So you know him?

00:28:14 Rick Davis
Yes, absolutely.

00:28:15 Micah Mertes

Tim had reached out to us after our previous episode on World War II. Hero John Pehle. Yes.
And Tim wasn't responding to our question about It's a Wonderful Life, but had he been, he
couldn't have answered it more perfectly, I think. So in response to our most recent episode,
Tim said, quote, as a Creighton alum, I often look to the stories of other alumni and the
choices they make that positively impact their communities. This reinforces my own belief
that our little university very much does play a significant role in. In the development of
students becoming persons in the service of others. These stories reinforce this notion.
Further, I readily admit that being a Creighton alum and the values I learned while being
associated with the university continues to be an important part of who I am, what I do, and
who I care about. Your podcast reminded me of how grateful I am to have had the
opportunity to attend a university that can have such a positive impact on its students and
subsequently, the world.

00:29:08 Rick Davis
Happy holidays.

00:29:09 Micah Mertes
Yep.

00:29:10 Rick Davis
Wow. That is great.

00:29:12 Micah Mertes
Pretty good one to end.

00:29:13 Rick Davis
That's a great ending.

00:29:14 Micah Mertes
Well, Rick, Merry Christmas.

00:29:16 Rick Davis



Merry Christmas. And happy holidays. Thanks, Micah.

00:29:22 George Bailey
That's a Christmas present from a very dear friend of mine.

00:29:27 Zuzu Bailey
Look, Daddy. Teacher says every time a bell rings. An angel gets his wing.

00:29:34 George Bailey
That's right. That's right.



