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BODY OF JOHN A. CREIGHTON IS BORNE TO THE GRAVE „ .//
DgEHLY^MOURNED BY THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE OF OMAHA ft
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Thousands of Citizens Pay Last Sad Tribute to the Dead Philanthropist
SIMPLICITY MARKS SERVICE

Father Dowling Eulogizes on the Life of "the 
Man of Faith and Heart"
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• «The mortal remains of Count John A. Creighton were this afternoon H
consigned to' a green-lined, grave in Holy .Sepulchre cemetery beside those U
of his wife, who proceded him to eternity almost twenty years ago.

The dead philanthropist was accorded the largest funeral tribute H
ever given to an Omaha. It was an outpouring of thousands of all conditions,E 
who lined the streets from the family mansion to St. John’s church, where 
they waited patiently for two hours for the services there to end.

The ceremonies were free from all ostentaion, consistent with the simple 
and unobtrusive life of the count. Flowers were conspicuously absent.
The funeral car was severely plain. The immense throng present formed |
the only unusual feature.

The church services, however, were as solemn and sincere as a grate­
ful' and loving clergy could make them. The interior of St. John’s was I
plainly draped in black. Not a flower or spray of green marked the 
monotony.

The elaborate sacerdotal robes of the priests and officiating clergy, 
however, made the altar scene a beautiful and varied one.

Father M. P. Dowling, president of the universit , which is ^ount Creigh­
ton’s greatest monument, delivered the eulogy over the body of his dead 
friend. High church officials joined in the service, the high requiem 
mass, the most solemn ceremonial known to the Catholic church.

The Right Rev. Richard Scannell, bishop, assisted in the Cappa Magna, 
while the Very ^ev. henry Moeller, provincial of the Missouri province 
of the Jesuits, celebrated hi^h mass.

In the gathering of priests who participated were included dozens of every 
condition, all bound to the count by the ties of gratitude and friendship.
The altar was thronged with almost two score clergy.

Father Dowling’s tribute was an address of moving eloquence and 
sincerity. Jt dwelt on the charities and virtues of the count, culminating 
in the declaration by the priest, his voice broken with sobs:

nIn the presence of the living and in the presence of the dead, I- 
make acknowledgment of my deep debt of gratitude to John A. Creighton.’^

Recounting the philanthropist’s virtues, charity, kindliness., 
affability, accessibility, faith, the speaker summed them all in the 
sentence:

"He was a man of faith and of heart.”
”lt is a misfortune," said Father Dowling, "that men of wealth are 

judged by a -different standard then -men of ordinary means, It is said that 
it is not a difficult and praiseworthy matter when they dispense their 
wealth for various philanthropic purposes.

"That is a wrong impression. It is as hard for a rich man to give 
away money as a poor one. He values his gold none the less because he has 
great store of it.

"Not so with him who lies here. He looked on wealth as a means of
doing good. He never shielded himself behind the expuse that he feared 
to give lest his charity would go to the undeserving. He was not one of 
tjqpgg poor on condition that they keep their.


