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Womb to Tomb

Next Monday is anniversary day — not the kind of an¬

niversary one delights in, but an anniversary nonetheless.

If you have had even a casual acquaintance with recent

TCV editions — or throughout recent years, for that matter

you know what “jubilee” we have in mind: the Jan. 22,

1973 U.S. Supreme Court rulings which removed almost all

State restrictions on abortions.

A few observations:

We trust that our Congressional delegation in Washing

ton, D.C., is as strongly pro-life as its predecessor. We have

reason to believe that it is, but caution is the word.

Those who are pro-life must continue to demonstrate to

the nation that the movement is not synonymous with

Catholicism — an image promoted by the New York Times

and other media. Pro-lifers themselves sometimes fall into

this trap by failing to make their programs ecumenical.

It’s time to propose some wording for an amendment

to the U.S. Constitution. Our failure to do so has given too

many persons an excuse to hedge on the issue. The termin¬

ology hopefully will provide the legal basis for protection of

all human life from womb to tomb — including the annihila¬

tion of human life through child abuse, the destruction of

young men’s lives in senseless wars, and the premature

cessation of the lives of elderly persons abused in “care

centers.

A more militant, but non-violent, pro-life stance is cer

tainly in order. Bouquets to those who march at, and sit-in

at, abortion clinics. We’re proud that TCV staffers have

taken part in some of these activities — just as we are proud

that some of our staffers took part in civil rights demonstra

tions with Father John Markoe years ago. When an evil be

comes widespread and the public callously pretends not to

notice, civil disobedience is sometimes the only effective

way to call attention to a horrendous problem. We have the

non-violent answer to a violent-prone issue.

We should keep abreast of legislative and judicial de¬

velopments so that we can discuss issues clearly, chari¬

tably and concisely. The pro-life cause is often hurt by those

sounding off with more heat than light, more emotion than

brainpower. A “touch of class” goes a long way here.

It’s also necessary to keep the abortion issue in its pro¬

per perspective. The slaughter in abortion clinics is only a

symptom of a much larger problem — the lack of respect

for human life across the board. The random destruction of

life in violent television programs, the hate of others that

falls even from the lips of those who profess to be Christian,

the proliferation of nuclear destruction, the almost total

disregard for preservation of our environment . .. these

and other evils are indicative of how decadent we have be¬

come and how routine is our disrespect for human life.

The message is clear. We can sit on our hands and follow

a path similar to many (most?) Christians in Germany in

the 1930s as their nation raced down the road of tyranny. Or

we can stand up and be counted as being pro-life from

womb to tomb. We must make it clear that we are against

the unjust taking of all human life, especially when that life

is snuffed out merely for the sake of contraceptive conve

nience. Such a stand is not religious bias; it is common

decency. JCM




