
"The Nutcracker" graces the 
Lied Center Stage 

Read more about the performance in 
Scene, page 10.
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Smoking to be banned by summer
By CHRISTINE GALT 

News Editor
Throw away those lighters and snuff out 

those cigarette butts - this time next year, 
Creighton’s campus will be completely free of 
nicotine.

On July 1, 2008, Creighton will become 
a tobacco-free zone and students, faculty and 
staff will no longer be allowed to light up any­
where on campus. Administrators cite health 
concerns, healthcare costs and beautification 
of the campus as the main reasons for imple­
menting a tobacco-free policy.

Photo by Beth Costigan
From left: Molly Mullen, Michael Gibilisco, Kate McKillip, Tracy Davies and Megan Wolters call the names of people killed by graduates 
of the School of the Americas, which appear on the crosses. After calling each name, the crowd would respond ‘‘Presente.”

CU students ‘presente’ at SOA
By MOLLY MULLEN 

News Reporter
After a 21-hour ride, 47 Creighton stu­

dents filed out of the bus and into the streets 
of Columbia, Ga., to take part in the 18th 
annual protest of the School of the Americas, 
now called Western Hemisphere Institute for 
Security Cooperation.

These students, who gathered at the gates 
of the SOA, located at Ft. Benning, stood along­
side some 20,000 other protesters, the largest 
number yet. The students marched, chanting 
“presente” to signify the presence of the thou­
sands of dead and missing Latin Americans.

U.S. presidential candidates Dennis Ku­
cinich and Cynthia McKinney, Sister Mary 
Waskowiak; President of the Sisters of Mercy of

“Creighton University’s mission is health. 
That isTeally the driving force,” said Syed Mo- 
hiuddin, professor of medicine and pharmacy 
at Creighton University Medical Center. “The 
second, maybe not as important but still cru­
cial, is the economic factor. We calculated that 
if we could reduce the smoking rate in our fac­
ulty and staff, Creighton will save half a million 
dollars a year.”

Mohiuddin heads Creighton’s Tobacco- 
Free Task Force, which is compiling the policy. 
The committee is releasing a draft of the policy 
to generate feedback from students, faculty and 

the Americas and Rabbi Michael Lerner were 
all in attendance and addressed the crowd.

The protest, which focuses on issues of 
peace and justice, started after six Jesuits were 
murdered in El Salvador by graduates of the 
SOA. Since then, thousands of people have 
been gathering to remember those who have 
died, and to call to shut down the school.

“It’s important to keep their memories 
alive,” said the Rev. Ray Bourgeois, S.J.. “We 
started [the protest] as a small group, with no 
intention of starting a movement.”

He said after word got out that American 
tax dollars were used to keep this school open, 
people started getting angry.

“It was our money that caused all this 
suffering in Latin America, and people started 

staff.
“We want everyone in the university to 

understand what is going on and how we are 
approaching this,” said Deb Daley, director of 
communications. “There are a lot of best prac­
tices out there. A lot of universities are going 
tobacco-free.”

Students, faculty and staff will have a 
month, from the time the draft policy comes 
out, to react to the policy and make sugges­
tions. The committee is also sending out an 
email questionnaire.

TURN TO "SMOKE" PAGE 2

saying ‘Not in our name.’”
According to a press release from SOA 

Watch, the organization that plans the protest, 
in 1996 the Pentagon was forced to release 
training manuals used at the school that advo­
cated torture, extortion and execution.

While protestors drove and flew in from 
as far away as Canada and El Slavador, locals 
gathered to counter-demonstrate.

A group called God Bless Ft. Benning, 
gathered in the downtown part of Columbia, 
Ga., handing out flyers.

Flyers with information targeting protes­
tors said they had an open call for violence. It 
also noted the importance of the SOA.

“WI11NSEC educates and trains western
TURN TO “SOA" PAGE 2

Smoking By the Numbers
35 minutes per day are lost tp^moking rituals 

3,000 lung cancer deaths imir each year 
because of second-hand smqKe 
400,000 adults die eadu ̂ froni tobacco- 

related dieases in the US H H .
$167 billion per year is4|«mt on siyold^ 
related healthy care costs' jj^hcUIS

Graphic by Zoe Bianco

CSU tests 
recycling 
program at 
Creighton
B Pods have been 

placed around 
campus.

By CHRISTINE GALT 
News Editor

While green has been on the minds of the 
Creighton Community, students still don’t feel 
that enough has been done to support recycling 
on campus.

In order to voice their concerns and 
make a meaningful impact, Creighton Student 
Union’s officers and representatives have orga­
nized a trial recycling program.

The program will run until Dec. 5 and 
when it is completed, CSU representatives will 
use their results to try to convince Creighton 
administration to back a university-run recy­
cling program.

“We are trying to gauge student interest. 
We are taking all those things as evidence and 
taking them to facilities management to cre­
ate a university-run recycling program,” said 
Adam Flare, Arts & Sciences sophomore and 
CSU representative. “Recycling has been an 
issue in the minds of many students on Creigh­
ton’s campus. I’ve seen a lot of student interest 
for recycling programs and you do see a lot of 
independent recycling programs - FLP and 
Cortina.”

Hare said that facilities management has 
cited cost, lack of staff and a decrease in stu­
dent interest as reasons that the university has 
not implemented a recycle program.

Through student fees, CSU is funding 
to have Pods delivered to various locations 
around campus: Kiewit, under the health sci­
ences library, and near Opus.

“The most important thing is getting this 
thing off the ground, getting students involved. 
Students have to be informed to know what is 
going on," said Arts & Sciences senior Sean

TURN TO "RECYCLE" PAGE 2
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“I wanted to teach at an institution that made it their mission to make a 
difference. I was drawn to Creighton’s mission to teach the whole person.” 1
~ Dr. Isabelle Cherney, Nebraska professor of the year. Story on page 4. >

SOA: This year’s protest had ‘different feel’ SMOKE: CUMC will be smoke-free Jan. 1, 2008
hemisphere soldiers, politicians, civilians and 
law enforcement in modern advances with 
great emphasis on the humanitarian aspect,” 
the flyer read.

Bourgeois addressed the God Bless Ft. 
Benning group in his speech at the St. Ignatian 
Teach-In, the night before the protest.

“I do not believe God blesses killing, I do 
not believe God blesses violence,” he said.

Laura Burke, Arts & Sciences junior, was 
the leader of this year’s trip to the SOA. She 
said this year, apart from the two other years 
she has gone, had a different feel to it.

Last year, HR 1707, Rep. McGovern’s leg­
islation to suspend operations at the SOA and 
investigate deaths linked to the school, was go­
ing to Congress to be voted on.

“There was a lot of hope last year at the 
Teach-In,” Burke said. “With the McGovern 
Bill and the new congress and senate.”

The bill lost by seven votes and will be put 
up to a vote again next year. One difference she 
noted in the weekend was Rep. Jim McGovern’s 
(D-Mass.) speech.

Photo by Beth Costigan

Crosses 
memorializing 
victims who were 
killed by SOA- 
trained militaries 
are placed annually 
by protesters 
on the fence at 
Fort Benning in 
Columbus, Ga.

Photo by Molly Mullen

A die-in staged 
at the protest 
offered a visual 
representation of 
the victims.

McGovern said he has opposed the SOA 
since the murders of the priests in El Salvador.

“I went to the campus of the University of 
Central America (where the Jesuits lived) and 
the bloodstains were still fresh in the grass,” 
McGovern said.

After he learned that 19 of the 26 “trig­
germen” were graduates of the SOA, he started 
working to close it through Congress.

He said the foundation of the SOA is built 
on secrecy and murder.

“This is more than a battle to close the 
School of the Americas,” McGovern said. “This 
is a battle to take back our country, to define 
what we’re all about.”

Steve Laird, senior Arts & Sciences major, 
has traveled to the gates of Ft. Benning for 5 
years now, and he spent a summer in El Salva­
dor, meeting the people and learning about the 
consequences of the SOA.

“After going to El Salvador, there is more 
of a passion to represent the people I came in 
contact with there,” Laird said. “It feels more 
right to me every time I do it.”

The questionnaire contains information 
related to how non-compliance should be dealt 
with and asks for suggestions concerning to­
bacco cessation programs.

“The plan is, for the first year, to educate 
and inform people,” said Jeff Branstetter, ex­
ecutive director of Human Services. “There has 
been some discussion about how the policy will 
be enforced. The first year will focus on educa­
tion and information sharing.”

Administrators said that no fines will be 
levied the first year, but increased enforcement 
will be discussed for the second year the policy 
is in place. Another reason for implementing a 
tobacco-free campus is continuity; the Cardiac 
Center went tobacco-free a year ago and the 
Creighton University Medical Center will be 
tobacco-free Jan. 1.

“We felt in some regard, with the dental 
school next door, that it was important to work 
on a shared policy throughout the campus,” 
Branstetter said.

The administration stresses that the 
policy is not meant to punish smokers, and 
said there will be tobacco cessation programs,

RECYCLE: Recyclables don’t have to be separated
Phifer.

In order to spread the word and increase 
involvement, CSU representatives will be 
wearing bottles around their necks, hanging 
environmentally friendly posters and using 
campus list serves to inform students.

CSU is partnering with First Star Fiber, 
Inc., a recycling company that uses a single 
stream collection system. This means that 
paper, aluminum and plastic can be mixed to­
gether and will not have to be separated before 
being delivered. In addition, the recycables can 
be up to 25 percent contaminated.

“'Ulis really isn’t that hard for students 
to get involved,” said Arts & Sciences sopho­
more Rajeev Anchan. “In my opinion, I really 

This is the last issue of The Creightonian for the 

semester. Look for our next issue in January...

Briefs

smoker-support programs and a Web-based 
help initiative.

“If you provide a space for smokers to use, 
you actually discourage them from quitting be­
cause there is less of an incentive,” Mohiuddin 
said. “If there is no place to smoke on campus, 
that is a major incentive. Part of the policy is 
supporting the employees with tobacco cessa­
tion programs.”

Mohiuddin said that Creighton employs 
one employee full-time, whose only job is to 
pick up cigarettes.

“We have an opportunity, if we want, to 
have a neat, clean campus, although it’s a small 
point,” Branstetter said.

While the ban may get an adverse reac­
tion from many students, faculty and staff, the 
administration said it is trying to take steps 
toward informing the Creighton community.

“We don’t want to tell people what to do 
and what not to do,” Branstetter said. “On 
campus there is just a lot of health issues and I 
hope people realize that.”

For more on the smoking ban, go to page 
13 for a column on the issue.

think that it is a viable cause, and changes can 
be made in the ways we currently pick up our 
trash that would make it just as easy to recycle. 
I guess we can kind of change the mentality of 
students as to what is trash and what is recy­
clable.”

CSU representatives are hopeful this trial 
period will be successful and said they feel this 
issue is too important to ignore.

“Just because we are a Jesuit university 
and claim to be a leader in the community, it 
only follows that we should have a sustainable 
recycling program,” Hare said. “Because not 
only does it help the environment but it also 
shows how committed Creighton is to improv­
ing the world.”

JFR weekly campus^SAFETY REPORT
11/21/07 4:25 p.m.

A woman fell outside the Creighton Psy­
chiatry Clinic at 35th and Dodge Streets 
but declined medical treatment.

11/22/07 8:40 a.in.
A staff member reported being harassed by 
a former boyfriend. Officers observed the 
man on campus, and he was banned and 
barred from campus.

11/23/07 5:56 p.m.
Public Safety officers extinguished a small 
mulch fire outside Deglman Hall. The 
source of the fire was presumed to be a 
cigarette.

11/26/07 9:01 a.m.
A visitor experienced a diabetic reaction 
in the parking lot west of the Wareham

Building and was transported to CL’MC by 
a family member.

11:17a.m.
/\ staff member reported an ATM machine 
was missing from the second level of the 
Bio-Information Center. The loss occurred 
over the Thanksgiving holiday.

6:01 p.m.
While on routine patrol, an officer discov­
ered graffiti on the southwest door of the 
Pittman Building.

Follow Up:
Investigation of the robbery report detailed 
in the Nov. 16 Campus Crime Alert 
revealed the incident was a false report.
I he event did not occur.

CUASA to hold 3rd annual Gospel Fest

CUASA's gospel choir, along with other local choirs will 
perform Wednesday, Dec. 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Student Center Ballroom.

Donations of non-perishable food will be accepted for 
the Lydia House of Omaha.

CU Ceramics students will sell pottery

Ceramic students' holiday pottery sale will take place 
Friday, Dec. 7 and Saturday, Dec. 8 from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. in the Lied Center Room 319.

A portion of the proceeds will go to the Omaha Food 
Bank.

Holiday Choral Concert at St. John’s

The University Chorus, Chamber Choir and Gospel 
Choir will sing at a holiday choral concert, held 
Sunday, Dec. 2 at 2 p.m. in St. John’s.
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CSU cites Women to gain perspective
progress, 
changes
■ Student union 

addresses student 
concerns, announces 
new policies.

By SARAH KNAACK 
Assistant News Editor

From student input, Creighton’s Student 
Union has worked on implementation of a 
tobacco-free campus coming into effect next 
semester, and an all-inclusive, university-wide 
recycling program resolution and revisions to 
the CARE program.

CSU President Steve McHale said, “CSU’s 
opinion is being heard, and from my under­
standing, changes are coming.”

A new diversity coordinator position will 
be in effect next year and will work closely with 
multicultural affairs.

Of these and other changes, McHale said, 
“We have taken special care to make sure that 
the student voice will continue to be heard and 
it will be a smooth transition.”

At the annual CSU corporation meeting 
Monday, McHale and members of the cabinet, 
consisting of the presidents of the colleges, met 
to discuss their activities.

McHale said CSU’s acquisition of not-for- 
profit status and the resolution of professional 
school rebates were noteworthy progress.

In the representative meeting that fol­
lowed, Arts & Sciences sophomore Dillon 
Miskimins was approved to fill the position of 
vice president of finance, but he will need to be 
accepted by the cabinet before taking office.

In the professional schools, student orga­
nizations apply to their college for funding for 
events, speakers and activities.

The colleges receive rebates from CSU to 
do so. CSU increased these rebates that come 
from student fees 2 percent to 82 percent this 
year. The other 18 percent goes to general CSU 
expenses.

In contrast, governments of the under­
graduate schools of Nursing, Business and Arts 
& Sciences are funded by CSU, but they, as well 
as other student groups and organizations, ap­
ply directly to CSU to fund their events.

This semester, Arts & Sciences Student 
Senate received 51,925, Creighton University 
Business Administration Congress received 
$1,640 and Nursing Senate received 53,000, for 
a total of 56,565.

Money given to undergraduate student 
organizations is estimated at $100,000.

The Medical Schoo) announced it will re­
quire students to sign an honor code after being 
accepted to the school, a Doctorate of Nursing 
Practitioner program will be implemented in 
three years in the School of Nursing and CU- 
BAC are working to address cheating.

Making sure curriculum changes have 
student perspective taken into account is the 
focus in the Arts & Sciences Senate since there 
is currently no guaranteed student input.

Also present at the corporation meeting 
were the Law School, the Panhellenic Council 
and the Interfraternity Council.

CSU’s main duty is, “making sure the 
communication line goes up to the adminis­
tration, really hearing student concerns,” said 
Micah White, vice president of finance.

CSU executive salaries:

• President: $8,000 per year

• The Vice President for Student Af­
fairs, Vice President for Finance and 
the Vice President for Programming: 
$7,500 per year

• The Assistant Vice President for 
Programming: $3,570 per year

■ Lecture series will 
focus on gender 
equality in the 
workplace.

By JENNY DEANGELIS 
Editor in Chief

With women making up well over half of 
the student population, Creighton is taking a 
closer look at what these women will encounter 
in the workplace through a speaker series that 
will take place on campus next week.

The two-part series, called “Women’s 
Perspectives,” will start with an open panel 
discussion based on reactions to a 2006 report 
on Women and Leadership in Omaha.

The report revealed that although women 
in Omaha have made strides toward achieving 
equality in the workplace, a large gender gap 
still exists.

According to the study, only one mu­
nicipality in Douglas County, Valley, elected a 
woman as mayor, and in 2006, women served 

■ WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK IT

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap

TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJ0HNS.COM

Sameingredients and price of the 
sub nr club withuut the bread.

YOUR CATERING 
SOLUTION!!!

★ SodaPop

.* Giant chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie.

* Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle

★ Extra load of meat . ' .

* Extra cheese or extra avocado spread

★ Hot Peppers

FREEBIES (SUBS S CLUBS ONLY)

Onion, lettuce, alfalfa, sprouts, tomato, mayo, sliced 
cocumber. Dijon mustard, oil & vinegar, and oregano.

GIANT CLUB SANDWICHES
. My club sandwiches have twice the meat and cheese, try it 

i on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous 
homemade french bread!

#7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB
A full 1/4 pound of real applewood smoke.d ham. y 

. provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato. & real mayo!

#8 BILLY CLUB®
Choice roast beef, smoked ham. provolone cheese.
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato. & mayo.

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®
Real genea salami. Italian capicola. smoked ham, 

. and provolone cheese all.topped with lettuce, tomato, 
onion, mayo, and our homemade Italian vinaigrette. . .
(You hav'ta order hot peppers, just ask!)

#10 HUNTER'S CLUB®
A full 1/4 pound of fresh sliced medium rare 
roast beef, provolone, lettuce, tomato. & mayo. '

#U COUNTRY CLUB®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, applewood smoked ham. 
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato, and mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!):

#12 BEACH CLUB® ®
Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, sprouts, lettuce, tomato, and 
mayo! (It’s the real deal, and it ain't even California.) :

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB®
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced 
cucumber, alfalfa sprouts, lettuce, tomato. & mayo. 
(Try it on my 7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie 
sandwich is world class!) , .

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB®
Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato. & mayo. 
An American classic, certainly not invented by J.J. but 
definitely tweaked and fine-tuned to perfection!

#15 CLUB TUNA®
The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one has- . 
a lot more. Fresh housemade tuna salad, provolone, 
sprouts, cucumber, lettuce. & tomato. .

#16 CLUB LULU™
Fresh sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato.
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)
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8" SUB SANDWICHES
All of my tasty sub sandwiches are a full 8 inches of. 
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest 
meats & cheese I can buy! And if it matters to you. 
we slice everything fresh everyday in this store, right 
here where you can see it. (No mystery meat here!)

#1 PEPE® ’ ■ . • ' - ■' ■■■■<
Real applewood smoked ham and provolone cheese 
garnished with lettuce, tomato, and mayo) . .

#2 BIG JOHN®
Medium rare choice roast beef, topped with 
yummy mayo, fettuce. and tomato. ■

#3 TOTALLY TUNA™
Fresh housemade tuna.mixed with celery, onions. . 
and our tasty sauce, then topped with alfalfa sprouts, 
cucumber, lettuce, and tomato. (My tuna rocks!)

#4 TURKEY TOM®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, topped with lettuce, 
tomato, alfalfa sprouts, and mayo. (The original) .

#5 VITO®
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone, 

capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato. & a real tasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Hot peppersby request) .

#6 VEGETARIAN
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real :

- avocado spread, alfalfa sprouts, sliced cucumber, ;
lettuce, tomato, and mayo. (Truly a gourmet sub not -
for vegetarians only........... peace dude!) -

J.J.B.L.T.™
Racon,lettuce, tomato. & mayo.
(The only better BLT is mama's 8LT)

. OK, SO. MY SUBS REALlY AREN'T. GOURMET AND 
WE'RE NOTFRENCH EITHER. MY SUBS JUST TASTE 
A LITTLE BETTER, THAT'S ALL! I WANTED TO 

: CALL IT JIMMY JOHN'S TASTY SANDWICHES, BUT 
MY MOM TOLD’ME TO STICK WITH GOURMET, 

SHE THINKS WHATEVER I DO IS GOURMET, BUT 
I DON'T THINK EITHER OF US KNOWS WHAT IT 
MEANS. SO LET'S STICK WITH TASTY!

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!" ©
-,1985. 2002. 2003. 2004. 2007 JIMMY JOHN'S FRANCHISE. LLC All RIGHTS RESERVED. We Reserve The Right To Make Any Menu Changes.

BOX LUNCHES. PUTTERS. PARTIES!
DELIVERY ORDERS will include s 

' delivery charge per item.

* * ♦ * JIMMYJ0HNS.COM * * * *

ESTABLISHED IN CHARLESTON, IL 

IN 4983 TO ADD TO STUDENTS GPA 
AND GENERAL DATING ABILITY.

PLAIN SLIMS™
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

SLIM I Ham & cheese

SLIM 2 Roast Beef

SLIM 3 Tuna salad

SLIM 4 Turkey breast

SLIM 5 Salami, capicola. cheese

SLIM 6 Double provolone

THE J.J. 
GARGANTUAN*

This sandwich was invented by 
Jimmy John's brother Huey. It's huge 
enough to feed the hungriest of all 
humans! Tons of genba salami, sliced 
smoked ham. capicola. roast beef, 
turkey & provolone, jammed into 
one of our homemade-French buns 
then smothered with onions, mayo. \ 

| lettuce. I tomato. & our homemade

Italiandressing.

in only 10 of the 44 city and county council 
level positions.

“The fact that there are no women on the 
city council or mayoral committees is discon­
certing,” said the Rev. John P. Schlegel, S.J., 
university president and part of the focus group 
for the Women’s Fund of Greater Omaha. “But 
there are exceptions who have fought their way 
to the top.”

Among the speakers on the panel are 
women leaders of Omaha companies, female 
Creighton faculty and one female Creighton 
student, Katelyn Cherney.

Cherney, Arts & Sciences senior and co­
founder of the Women’s Empowerment Base, 
said she believes that one of the problems 
women tend to face is not appearing tough, 
but that is sometimes needed to succeed in the 
workplace.

“I am often misinterpreted as having a 
lower capacity for empathy and tenderness,” 
Cherney said. “I fear that women are reluctant 
to assert their candid opinions for fear of‘be­
ing difficult’ or coming across as demanding.”

The second part of the series will be a talk 
by Alice Hayes, former president of the Uni­
versity of San Diego. The lecture will focus on 

women’s issues on a Catholic college campus.
Katie Welsh, graduate assistant in the Lie- 

ben Center for Women, one of the co-sponsors 
of the event, says this series is a way for women 
to become more aware of the issues dealing 
with expected societal roles.

“This event, in some ways, is about ques­
tioning why we are trying to fit into roles or 
to systems that allow for injustices, such as 
excluding individuals from roles because they 
are different,” Welsh said. “It is about asking 
how you can step outside your role or systems, 
or even to expand the role or system to allow 
for change to take place.”

The series has sparked interest in other 
members of the Omaha community who want 
to become involved, so it is likely that a similar 
event will happen again in the future.

“I am very conscious of the way I want 
female Creighton students to develop,” Schle­
gel said. “Women should know their potential 
and the opportunities they have to break the 
glass ceiling.”

The panel discussion will take place Tues­
day, Dec. 4 from 4-5:15 p.m., and the women’s 
issues lecture will be Wednesday, Dec. 5 from 
4-5 p.m., both in Rigge Science 120.
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CU professor is best in state
■ Dr. Isabelle Cherney 

wins title, along with the 
favor of her psychology 
students.

By NATHAN ANCHETA 
News Reporter

After winning Nebraska Professor of the 
Year, some might wonder what qualifies her to 
be considered the best of the best.

Her students say Swiss punctuality, inno­
vative research exercises and an enthusiastic, 
caring attitude. A 4.9 out of 5 rating on rate- 
myprofessors.com did not hurt either.

Psychology professor Dr. Isabelle Cherney 
was recognized along with 31 other state win­
ners and four national winners in a ceremony 
in Washington, D.C., conducted by the Council 
for Advancement and Support of Education.

Cherney, from Grenchen, Switzerland, 
moved to Omaha in 1989 with her husband 
Dr. Michael Cherney (a physics professor at 
Creighton) and her two sons.

In coming to the U.S., Isabelle Cherney 
was originally intent on entering the computer 
industry. But after enrolling at Creighton, the 
Core curriculum changed her mind. Cherney 
was first exposed to psychology during her 
time as an undergraduate student.

“As part of the Core, I had to enroll in a 
Social Science course. Psychology sounded 
intriguing. I had no idea that this introductory 
course would change my career aspirations and 
the rest of my life," said Cherney in an e-mail 
interview.

After graduating from Creighton in 1996, 
she went on to obtain her M.A. from the Uni­
versity of Nebraska at Omaha. Next, she had her 
first taste of teaching at UNO and Creighton.

Teaching a statistics and introductory 
psychology course at UNO and an introduc­
tory psychology course at Creighton solidified 
her resolve to going into academia.

“I realized that I had a talent for teaching 
and that students were generally drawn to my 
teaching style,” she said.

Cherney then had a busy time while work­
ing on her doctorate in Educational Psychol­
ogy and Cultural Studies at the University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln.

Photo by Miguel Cedillo
Dr. Isabelle Cherney pauses during her busy day as a psychology professor. Arts & 
Sciences senior Ali Rudersdorf said Cherney can “multi-task about a million things at 
once.” She also said Cherney really cares about her students.

“While collecting data for my disserta­
tion, I was given another unique teaching op­
portunity. Creighton needed someone to teach 
full-time for two semesters. I would teach dur­
ing the day, rush to the school to collect data 
for several months, enter the data after the boys 
were asleep and write the dissertation over the 
weekends, when my husband could watch the 
boys for a few hours.”

After receiving her doctorate, Cherney 
joined Creighton’s psychology department.

Cherney’s colleague, Dr. T. Lee Budesheim, 

recommended her for the Professor of the Year 
award for her teaching style.

“She sets high expectations for her students 
and for herself. She is extremely well organized 
and meticulous in preparing materials for her 
students, which enables students to know ex­
actly what is expected of them. She knows that 
students learn in different ways, and so she 
works hard to convey material in a variety of 
ways,” he said in an e-mail interview.

“I am like a Swiss train and a Swiss clock. I 
always run on time,” Cherney tells her students 

on the first day of class. She is known for start­
ing every class on the dot. But many students 
enjoy her classes so much that they would not 
want to be late and miss anything.

One thing everyone notices about Cher­
ney’s classes is her syllabi. Arts & Sciences se­
nior Dan Runco said, “Her syllabus is about 10 
pages long. It’s not just a schedule, it’s a guide 
to her class.”

Cherney also gives a CD to all her students 
which contains PowerPoint presentations, vid­
eos, review questions and Web sites to enhance 
the learning experience.

“Thus, during class time, they actively 
participate and contribute to the intellectual 
inquisitiveness, creating new knowledge,” she 
said.

Another feature of her class is the intrigu­
ing fieldwork for students.

“For our gender studies class, some guys 
went to the mall carrying around purses to ob­
serve peoples’ reactions,” said Runco.

But the most significant aspect of Cher­
ney’s teaching is her concern for students. 
Budesheim said, “She cares about her students’ 
development, both personally and profession­
ally — perhaps her greatest strength is in men­
toring students in research.”

Ali Rudersdorf, Arts & Sciences senior, 
has done research with Cherney for the past 
two years.

“Dr. Cherney allows us to have a lot of 
opportunities for experience and research pre­
sentations. She just really cares, and it shows,” 
she said in an e-mail interview.

In the past six years, Cherney has under­
taken numerous projects. She helped redesign 
and lead the Honors Program for a year and 
took students to Posters on the Hill, a confer­
ence organized by the Council on Undergradu­
ate Research where research projects are select­
ed to be presented on Capitol Hill. She has also 
allowed 21 students to co-author publications 
and has taken over 85 students to conferences 
across the nation.

Cherney recognizes that she shares the 
award with the whole university.

“I wanted to teach at an institution that 
made it their mission to make a difference. 
I was drawn to Creighton’s mission to teach 
the whole person. I wanted to give back what 
Creighton had given me."

Benson shines as Omaha’s ‘pearl’
■ Friendly smiles and 

historic architecture draw 
students attention to a 
nearby neighborhood.

By SARAH KNAACK 
Assistant News Editor

A 1998 Creighton alumna, Jennifer 
Fowler, has a ‘perfect Benson day,’ that requires 
only $5 and she doesn’t even need a friend. She 
likes to walk around and take in local artwork, 
watch the hand-crafting of guitars, browse the 
used bookstore and sip a glass of wine at the 
independently-owned businesses.

But her favorite part is talking to the own­
ers behind the counter who have become her 
friends.

With quirky, niche shops and friendly, 
personalized service, people are noticing Ben­
son, an area of town traditionally overlooked 
by many Omahans.

The Benson area runs from 48th to 72nd 
street and Western Avenue north to Ames Av­
enue.

Once a separate city, it was annexed by a 
growing Omaha in the 1890s. Ilie ‘strip’ is the 
main shopping area down Maple Street from 
57th to 63rd Street.

Fowler, co-owner of Premier Therapy, is 
moving another branch of her physical therapy 
clinic into an empty store front on Benson’s 
strip down Maple Street.

“Benson is the most under-known pearl of 
Omaha. The owners have pride in their busi­
nesses," Fowler said.

Further down Maple Street, Mark Lund is 

on schedule and opens Mia’s Bongo Room on 
Nov. 25. Ure restaurant will focus on healthy, 
fresh cuisine, with half of the dishes being veg­
etarian.

Lund decided to open in Benson because 
“it’s a very pretty area, with lots of old brick 
buildings and beautiful architecture. It’s a lot 
more personalized level than the Old Market 
because you’re dealing with an area where all 
the people are localized around here.”

Omaha has adopted a master plan for 
the development of Benson’s downtown. New 
benches, streetlights, sidewalks and making 
Maple more pedestrian-friendly are top pri­
orities, said Councilman Jim Suttle, who rep­
resents the Benson area.

In addition, Suttle wants to “help inves­
tors bring in money, open stores, buy and 
rehabilitate buildings, hopefully buy and tear 
down buildings,” along Binney Street, which is 
immediately south of Maple.

Suttle sees new four to five-story buildings 
used for housing, restaurants and retail space 
But he doesn’t believe growth will affect the 
personalized service.

Find out more:
Discover more about Benson's bars, 
nightlife, music scene, coffeehouses 
and other interesting features in the 
‘online extras' section at:

http://press.creighton.edu.

“I think it will grow the small-town flavor. 
We need younger families in their ’30s, ’40s and 
’50s developing their own experiences around 
Benson.”

STSTRAVEL.COM
Join America's #7 

Student Tour Operator

CANCUN, ACAPULCO, JAMAICA, 
BAHAMAS, PUERTO VALLARTA, 

SOUTH PADRE, FLORIDA, CRUISES

Sell Trips, Earn Cash
& Travel Free

1-800-648-4849 
www.ststravel.com

Already established businesses like Es­
pana and Tlie Waiting Room anchor the area.

“There’s a very strong little downtown, 
very picturesque area here. There’s a lot of fun 
and growing businesses coming into the area,” 
Lund said.

“I just love Benson,” Fowler said.
Benson’s strip is home to a variety of in­

teresting shops and businesses and students 
can take advantage of the strip with a quick car 
ride.

For sale
Wonderful, move in ready, 

2br, 1 bath raised ranch home. 
Features include beautiful 
hardwood floors and a giant 
fenced backyard. The stainless 

steel appliances even stay!
1018 S. 45th.

Call Ryan w/ERA Realty 
670-8007

MIP-DUI
« CRIMINAL DEFENSE

McGOWAN LAW FIRM 
341-0820 ■ lawfirmomaha.com 

1 904 FARNAM ST., #725, OMAHA, NE 
MASTER CARD AND VISA ACCEPTED
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Symbols on the steps

Photo by Callie Ralston

On Nov. 16, 1989, six Jesuit priests and two laywomen of the Jesuit-run 
Universidad Centroamericana were killed for their outspokenness of the 
war and poverty in their country. This year, on the 18th anniversary of the 
tragedy, the Creighton University Peace and Justice Co-op remembered 
those political victims with a die-in on the steps of St. John’s.

Faculty volunteer 
as Lakota mentors
■ Program helps 

talented students 
acquire funds for 
college tuition.

By BETHANY SMITH 
Reporter

As a Jesuit institution, Creighton Univer­
sity has always valued service, and plenty of 
opportunities exist for students to give back 
to the community. While Creighton students 
are handing out food and nailing down rafters 
between classes, faculty members are involved 
as well.

The Lakota Immersion Mentorship Pro­
gram allows Creighton faculty to participate 
in a year-long service project with students at 
Red Cloud High School and Pine Ridge High 
School in Red Cloud, Neb.

Rev. Raymond Bucko, S.J., one of the 
founders of the program, began with three 
goals in mind: to familiarize faculty with 
the cultural context of some of Creighton’s 
students, provide inter-cultural dialogue and 
contribute to community strength by mentor­
ing Lakota students applying for college.

“Faculty need to be of service. We can’t 
just tell [the students]. We have to be models 
of what we espouse,” Bucko said in explaining 
why the program is only open to faculty.

The partnership works because both Je­
suits and Lakota value giving, receiving and 
forming relationships, Bucko said.

Faculty are selected in the spring by an 
on-line process, and there is only space for 10 
volunteers. Mentors visit several times to be­
come familiar with the culture and students 
before helping with college applications in the

fall.
Several students have attended Creighton, 

and many of them are the first in their families 
to attend college. Many lack funding for higher 
education, so faculty help with applications, 
including applying for the Gates Millennium 
Scholarship, which is specifically designed for 
minority groups.

Red Cloud High School has the highest 
percentage of students receiving the Gates, as 
a result of the Immersion program.

Three-year participant and an associate 
professor of sociology and anthropology James 
T. Ault, III, said many of the Lakota students 
have drive but lack funds.

“Most of the students [at Creighton] are 
upper middle class,” he said. “I’m impressed 
with kids who lack those kinds of resources, 
but set their sights high.”

'IJiis program has encouraged further 
participation between faculty and Lakota stu­
dents.

Dr. Carol Zuegner, associate professor of 
journalism, got involved first with a Pizza and 
Proofreading program, which had journalism 
students working with Lakota students to pol­
ish their written applications.

Zuegner decided to “take the plunge and 
do the immersion thing.”

After staying a few nights at the reserva­
tion last year, “The immersion project part of 
it was really a great experience. I got to see the 
beauty and the ugliness of it — the poverty,” 
Zuegner said. Ault and Bucko both participate 
in a spring break program that takes students 
to map burial locations and grave sites as an 
index for Lakota families.

Ault said the program succeeds in part 
because of its enthusiastic participants.

“The more I’ve learned,” he said, “the more 
I’ve concluded these are people I can admire.”

Native American sorority
charters unique chapter
■ Sisterhood celebrates 

culture, achievement 
and academic success.

By CASSANDRA HICKS 
Reporter

A group of ambitious Creighton students 
started a sorority for Native American women 
to help promote academics and share their 
culture.

The sorority started out as an idea four 
years ago and was chartered about two years 
later.

As the sorority’s advisor, Tami Buffalo- 
head-McGill, has been with the young women 
throughout the entire process of starting their 
sorority.

Buffalohead-McGill, who works for 
Creighton’s student support services, gives the 
young women credit for having such determi­
nation with such little numbers.

“They wanted something that focused on 
empowering Native American females to not 
only share their culture but encourage their 
goals, such as academics,” she said.

There are only two national Indian sorori­
ties in the United States.

After researching both, the young women 
went to Oklahoma, where the original Gamma 
Delta Pi sorority is located, to rush, also called 
recruitment.

They chose Gamma Delta Pi over Alpha 
Pi Omega, located in North Carolina, because 
they felt it was more focused on reinforcing 
culture and academics. Buffalohead-McGill 
said the young women felt it was a “sisterhood 
among native women."

Getting the sorority started came with its 
challenges. When first proposed, there were 
over a dozen young women interested.

However, by the time the sorority was 
chartered, several had graduated or were no 
longer at Creighton. Getting funding for trav­

eling to Oklahoma also took time and work.
Keshia Bradford, Arts & Sciences senior, 

is the clan mother, similar to president, of the 
sorority, Bradford said.

“That’s one thing our sorority strives for, is 
to graduate and get an education while encour­
aging each other, forming that unity, respect, 
and most importantly, the Native American 
culture,” she said.

'The sisters of Gamma Delta Pi have in­
corporated their Native American culture into 
their sorority. The clan mother is the leader 
with four different councils named after the 
four colors of the medicine wheel: white, black, 
red and yellow.

One of Gamma Delta Pi’s main symbols 
is the butterfly because during its life it goes 
through four stages, which corresponds with 
the rush process.

Sophomore Cheree Hatfield, is the soror­
ity’s newest member. She explained for stage 
one, an egg, the sorority sisters had a game night 
with young children. In stage two, caterpillar, 
they went to South High School to work with 
adolescents. During stage three, cocoon, the 
young women volunteered at the Open Door 
Mission to help adults and stage four, butterfly, 
required time be spent with the elderly.

The sisters of Gamma Delta Pi are coor­
dinating the S.N.A.G. Awards, which honor 
Native American students who have excelled 
academically. They hope this will encourage 
other members to focus on grades.

The sisters are excited for the spring se­
mester and having new members rush. Hatfield 
said the sorority is not widely known yet, but 
“our goal is to create the kind of community 
others will want to join.”

“I feel like having a Native American so­
rority on campus will help Creighton to draw 
in more Native American women, and that 
it will help the women who join feel at home 
knowing that there are other women who came 
to Creighton to get an education as well,” Brad­
ford said.

Seattle University College of Education
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(206) 296-6061 or sda@seattleu.edu
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@ SEATTLE
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Infection spreads concern at CU
■ The bacteria that causes staph infections can be avoided by 

practicing good hygiene and being proactive about health.

By CARLISLE FUJIYOSHI 
Reporter

It’s a bug bite no one wants to get.
Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 

aureus, more commonly known as MRSA or 
the “superbug,” is a type of bacteria that causes 
antibiotic resistant staph infections.

■Ilie “superbug” has recently become a 
public health concern in Omaha and could be­
come an issue here at Creighton. Most staph in­
fections are caused by common bacteria found 
on the skin that somehow makes their way into 
the body, usually through open cuts.

I he bacteria can also be spread through 
skin-to-skin contact or through touching con­
taminated surfaces. Such infections can look 
similar to bug biles or razor burn but require 
medicated ointments or antibiotics to heal 
properly. MRSA staph infections won’t heal 
with the typical antibiotic treatment, even if 
they don’t necessarily look any different from 
normal staph infections.

Creighton graduate Holly Morris became 
infected with MRSA in 2006 while doing an 
internship in Arkansas.

“I noticed these funny bumps on my 
legs ... and I thought I must have been bitten 
by some strange southern insect, so I ignored 
them,” Morris said.

When the bites didn’t go away, Morris saw 
a doctor and was prescribed a basic antibiotic. 
At first, neither Morris nor her doctor realized 
she had the antibiotic resistant type of staph. 
When she didn’t respond to treatment, she 
rushed to an emergency room and was diag­
nosed with MRSA.

Dr. Karin Preifert, the medical director 
ol Student Health Services, said doctors can't 
determine if a staph infection is MRSA based 
on appearances alone.

“We would need a culture to determine 
if it’s MRSA,” Preifert said, “|A patient] could 
have an abscess that could be due to regular 
staph or the antibiotic resilient type or some­
thing else completely.”

Although MRSA is something Creighton

By the numbers: staph in the U.S.

11,668 staph infection cases
1,510 deaths associated with staph 
205,000 hospital days linked to staph 
$2 billion additional hospital charges

Source: 2004 statistics www.Ayush.com

students should be aware of, a large outbreak of 
staph infections is unlikely to occur.

“M RS A is not something that would spread 
in the same fashion as norovirus,” Priefert said. 
“If someone had it [MRSA] and touched some­
one skin-to-skin, then they’d get it.”

'Ilie best way to avoid any type of staph in­
fection is to practice good hygiene. Wash your 
hands frequently, take a shower everyday and 
avoid sharing personal items such as razors or 
linens. If you’re at the gym, take advantage of 
the sanitary wipes and automatic hand-sanitiz­
er dispensers.

“Students should be proactive when us­
ing the equipment at the KFC,” said Eugenia 
Barfield, office manager at Campus Recreation. 
“We’ve put all those things out, but it’s really up 
to students to use them.”

Any suspicious looking bumps or wounds 
that don’t heal within a reasonable amount of 
time should be checked.

“I was lucky that I caught it before it spread, 
even though I’d been a little embarrassed to go 
to the doctor for what I originally thought were 
just bug bites,” Morris said. “Tilings could have 
been much worse.”

Photo by Lisa Daly

Josh Brown, Arts & Sciences junior, shows the scar on his right knee from a staph in­
fection. After suffering from a hyper-extended knee in May, he contracted the infection 
from a hot tub. Brown was in the hospital for about a month recovering and said he 
could have died.

Spring break service trips 
offer options to students
■ Students travel and 

learn about injustice, 
racism and poverty.

By JOSEGUF.RRA
Reporter

Instead of the warm beach, the calm 
lake trip or an intense week of partying, some 
Creighton students are planning spring break 
service trips, which they call fulfilling and 
unique.

Kelly Orbik, graduate student and 
Creighton Center for Service and Justice in­
tern, is working with the Core Team and the 
coordinators of the spring break trips.

Orbik described service trips as opportu­
nities for students to learn about the commu­
nities they are serving and provide help where 
needed.

Last year, around 220 students went on 
these trips. This experience wotdd normally 
cost over $260 per person, but the Creighton 
Center for Service and Justice conducts fund­
raisers in order to charge students only $180.

The trips offer a variety of experiences, 
Orbik said.

"This trip consists of everything from 
building a house in Oklahoma Io visiting 
homeless shelters in Ohio and crossing the 
border in Juarez to learn about border issues," 
Orbik said.

Orbik added that students will be able to 
work with adults, children, people who have 
English as their second language, and at the 
same lime, learn about injustices, racism, pov­
erty and homelessness. These experiences can

2008 Spring break service trips:
• Take place: March 1-8
• Applications due: January 17
• Information night: December 6

be experienced at sites in several states.
Graduate student Allison Kinney-Walker, 

who has attended several service trips, said the 
toughest part during her New Orleans service 
trip was not the gutting of the houses, but 
listening to people’s stories of how they lost 
everything.

She said there are no easy solutions for the 
people they help during these trips. There are 
some tangible results from the help provided, 
like when a house is built. But many times, 
there are no visible results. It is an ongoing 
process of service as the problems continue.

“You still can make a difference. One 
hour spending time with a person and actually 
caring about them makes a big difference in 
their lives. Service does make a difference; we 
just don’t always see tangible results,” Kinney- 
Walker said.

Arts & Sciences sophomore Cat Keating 
participated her freshman year in the New 
Orleans service trip, about 19 months after 
Hurricane Katrina. Keating said she was over­
whelmed at all the things that had to be done. 
At the same time, she felt guilty because the 
New Orleans residents believed they had been 
forgotten.

"1 would rather do this than go on a spring 
bieak vacation. I feel that I have a calling to 
serve other people and not just myself. I feel 
like, in a way, going to the beach is slightly self­
ish," Keating said.
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Stress increases during finals
■ The most common 

complaints are sadness 
and loss of motivation.

By JULIA SMITH 
Reporter

It happens every semester. Students 
procrastinate, finals arrive, stress permeates 
the campus and Creighton’s Counseling and 
Psychological Services go unused. At a time 
when more students suffer from stress, anxiety 
and depression, the counseling center sees a 
decrease in the number of students asking for 
counseling.

The increase comes after students receive 
lower grades than they anticipated, said Dr. 
Michael Kelley, director of Counseling and 
Psychological Services.

This year will likely be the same, but tak­
ing some precautionary steps may help students 
prevent undue stress during finals week.

“Live a balanced life,” Kelley said. “Struc­
ture your day a bit. You have to spend either all

morning, afternoon, or evening studying.”
The biggest cause of test anxiety is poor 

preparation, Kelley added, and most successful 
students avoid cramming by studying three to 
four hours each day outside of classes.

“I study about four hours a day. I usually 
feel prepared for my tests and don’t stress out 
too much,” said Arts & Sciences freshman 
Maren Hankey. “Midterms didn’t really faze 
me. I don’t think finals will too much either.”

The main cause of stress in a student’s life 
is actually his or her lifestyle, Kelley said. “If 
they got an extra hour of sleep at night, they’d 
be amazed,” Kelley said, adding that students 
experience less stress when they get sleep, exer­
cise five times a week and eat healthy meals.

“I always freak out about tests and can’t 
sleep the night before, which is bad because 
then I’m tired during the test,” said Arts & Sci­
ences freshman Kelsey Dawson. “I always feel 
like I haven’t studied enough and there’s going 
to be something on there that I won’t know, but 
I usually do pretty okay,”

Maintaining relationships by spending 
time with friends and talking with family on the

Counseling and Psychological 
Services:
• Located in room 203 of the 

Brandeis Building.
• Office hours are Monday through 

Thursday 8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. and 
Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

• Appointments can be scheduled by 
calling 280-2733.

phone is another important way to stay stress 
free, Kelley said. “If we don’t connect with 
those people we feel strange and lost.”

Students have witnessed these effects in 
their lives.

“Strained relationships with those closest 
to me tend to distract me a bit, and then I don’t 
study as well as I usually do,” Hankey said.

When good study habits and a balanced 
lifestyle don’t alleviate stress, Kelley said, that’s 
the time to schedule an appointment with 
Counseling and Psychological Services.

Counseling sessions last about 50 minutes,

and students can schedule additional appoint­
ments as they need them. Last year, Counseling 
and Psychological Services saw 625 students for 
individual meetings, and they had about 3,400 
appointments total. The most common com­
plaints are anxiety and depression signified by 
sadness and a loss of motivation, Kelley said.

The services offered at the counseling cen­
ter are free for students, and they can help with 
a variety of issues.

“You don’t have to be very distressed to use 
our service,” Kelley said. “We see ourselves as a 
help when you need a sensible adult perspective 
to sort things out. You articulate the problem, 
think about it and go about life again.”

Counseling and Psychological Services are 
open Mondays and Fridays from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. and Tuesdays through Thursdays from 8 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Group sessions that focus on 
specific issues like body image, depression and 
grief are also available.

“We try to create an atmosphere where 
people can see what the truth is and develop a 
sensible way of handling that truth and see how 
they feel about that,” Kelley said.

New English course brings Hawaii to mainland
■ English 141, a new course be­

ing offered next semester, is 
an introduction to Hawaiian 
people, culture.

By AMY CONGDON 
News Reporter

Creighton’s English department is striv­
ing to bring more diversity to campus next se­
mester with a new English course on Hawaiian 
literature.

Dr. Nina Ha of the English Department 
will teach the course, which will be based on 
Hawaiian writers and will provide an introduc­
tion into the culture and peoples of Hawaii.

“Through studying and reading literature 
from talented writers and artists from Hawaii, 
students will gain a better understanding of 
the heritage of Hawaii,” Ha said.

The idea for such a course came from an 
observation she made in all her classes that 
there is always at least one student from Ha­
waii.

She decided to offer this course for them 

and for others that also might be interested.
“I want to teach a class that promotes the 

diversity of Creighton,” Ha said.
Throughout the course, students will study 

well-known, contemporary Hawaiian authors, 
including Haunani-Kay Trask, Cathy Song, 
Lois-Ann Yamanaka and Zamora Linmark.

Along with reading the literary works of 
these authors, Dr. Ha plans to expose students 
to historical, sociological and literary works 
that bring forth a deeper understanding of the 
Hawaiian people.

“I’d recommend this class. It’s a class that 

is going to have a lot of meaning to those who 
have personal ties; and for those who do not, 
hopefully they will gain a better understand­
ing and walk out of the class with a different 
perspective,” said Shara Mahoe, an Arts & Sci­
ences senior from Hawaii.

Those interested in taking this course next 
semester can still register online.

The course is being offered on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 3:30 to 4:45 p.m.

The course also fulfills a certified writing 
requirement.
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Eyes, hands and 
hearts together

Photos and Content
By BETH COSTIGAN 

Photographer
Gerry and Christine Kuhlman complete 

each other. Literally.
Diagnosed as completly blind since 

birth, Gerry is the mobility for Christine, 
who has the congenital disorder of arthro­
gryposis and uses an electric wheelchair due 
to limited muscle development. Each lived a 
successful independent life before they mar­
ried last September. He is an Academic As­
sistant to the Arts & Sciences Dean, and she 
is a math teacher at South High School. They 
met 16 years ago as Creighton students and 
dated 5 years before marrying.

Although Gerry and Christine struggle 
with physical challenges, they have learned a 
system of working together to complete daily 
tasks.

Team work and patience are critical compo­
nents to their daily routine.

Every weekday at 3:30 p.m., Gerry Kuhl­
man exits the Administration building and 
slides into the front seat of a maroon Toyota 
Sienna equipped with 13 computers, ramp, 
lock-down mechanisms and a fiesty blond wife 
at the wheel. Christine Kuhlman patiently 
directs him to a makeup brush stowed in the 
glove compartment, which Gerry presses onto 
her nose with care. This is one of the countless 
and intimate acts of love that they perform for 
each other everyday.

And with his humor and her energy, they 
just have fun.

“Sometimes it is a comedy of errors... 
watching us cook - it’s comical!” Christine 
said. “And that is how we live life. With hu­
mor.”

“People would think that most of our 
challenges would be physical, but 1 don’t 
think that we have too many physical chal­
lenges that we cannot overcome,” Gerry said.

He is her mobility, and she is his sight. 
He gets the mail, she reads it. He loads the 
laundry and she controls the machine’s dials.

They also live with an incredible sensitiv­
ity to each other’s needs, which has become a 
second nature to the pair.

“We complement each other really well,” 
Gerry said. “Without even saying anything, 
we know what to do to make the other feel 
good.”

Like a true newlywed, Gerry carries Christine, his wife of two months, back to her chair. Christine has arthrogryposis, which is a limited muscle development with joint fusion. Gerry has been blind since birth.

Top left: Gerry gently washes Christine’s face before bed.
Left to Right: Gerry prepares dinner with ingredients selected by Christine. After cooking, Christine enjoys 
Gerry’s company and samples his cuisine.

“Without even saying any­
thing, we know what to do to 

make the other feel good.”
-Gerry Kuhlman-

Left: Gerry, having worked as the Assistant 
to the Dean for 6 years, continuously enjoys 
his encounters with students who keep him 
“young and vibrant.”
Above: Christine explains a math problem 
to her ESL math class at Omaha South High 
School.

Top: Christine drives the couple’s high-tech van to the gro­
cery store by using her teeth.
Center: Gerry brings the mail in so Christine can help him 
sort it and read it aloud.
Bottom: At the grocery store Christine selects items for 
Gerry to pick up so she can inspect them more carefully.
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The Nutcracker doll, played by David Catherall, leads a group of toy soldiers in Act 1 of the Creighton Performing Arts rendition of “The Nutcracker.”

Sweet as Sugar Plums and Dew Drops
By JEN BISCHOFF 

Scene Reporter
I.cap and turn your way into the holiday 

season with the classic Christmas ballet, “The 
Nutcracker” put on by the Department of Fine 
and Performing Arts.

The cast has been rehearsing since the end 
ot August.

“'Ihe audience can expect a traditional 
Christmas ballet with lots of magic, mystery, 
and great dancing,” said I.isa Carter, director.

“The Nutcracker," unlike many other bal­
lets is known by a wide variety of people. The 
songs and dances such as the “Dance of the 
Sugar Plum Fairy” are all well known.

“'Ihe Nutcracker" is about a young girl, 
Clara, whose uncle gives her a nutcracker for 
a gilt. During the night Clara dreams that the 
nutcracker comes alive, and through dillerent 
dances her dream is played out.

“ Ihe Nutcracker" really gets you into the 
Christmas spirit and all the magic that goes 
with it,” sairl Nursing major l.eslie Ibarolle, 
who plat’s the roles of the Snow Queen and 
Dew Drop.

'Ihe popular ballet provides a great outlet 

for the dancers to perform a variety of roles. 
Carter, who has been at Creighton for six years, 
said it was time for a “Nutcracker” here.

“And given that it’s the Christmas semes­
ter " Ihe Nutcracker” was a perfect lit,” said 
Carter.

Many of the cast members have their own 
favorite parts.

“My favorite part of the ballet is the sec­
ond act. It shows a wide variety of dance styles. 
There are fast-paced pieces, a beautiful pas de 
deux and many others that capture the essence 
of Christmas and imagination,” said Ibarolle.

“|My| favorite part is Act I because it re­
ally gives you a great intro to what will unravel 
throughout the show,” said Stephen Ciarfalia, 
an Arts & Sciences junior who plays a parent 
in Act 1.

Ihe 90 cast members are not the only ones 
who have made this performance worth see­
ing.

“Creighton's production is so great in that 
we have such amazing directors that make the 
show so entertaining and enjoyable for the au­
dience,” said Ciarfalia.

Forty people besides the cast worked on 
the performance as well, including: sets, back­
stage crew, lighting, costume, construction, 
box office and house management.

“All of the dance faculty have had a hand 
in this performance in one way or another, as 
well as children from the community, the the­
atre department and alums from the Creighton 
Dance Company,” said Carter.

(Left) Wesley Pourier as Mother Ginger 
directs a herd of dancing children in Act 
2.

Jessica White and Molly Jonas perform as the Arabian dancers in Act 2.

The Nutcracker Info
Dates and Times: Nov. 29th, 30th 
and Dec. 1 at 7:30 p.m.
December 2 at 2:00 p.m.

Prices: General Admission: $12
Senior Citizens: $10
Students: $5

Where: Main stage of the Lied Edu­
cation for Fine and Performing Arts

Katy Lang, Laura Donovan, Courtney Wiresinger and Tina Oretli dance en pointe in the 
Mirliton Dance in Act 2.

All photos by Princella Parker
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Patrick’s fresh idea
■ New downtown 

grocery store 
offers organic 
alternative.

By BRIANNA HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Scene Editor

As the end of the semester approaches, 
most students are counting the days until 
winter break when they can return to home- 
cooked meals.

Now, with the recent opening of Patrick’s 
Market, the new downtown grocery store off 
of 14th and Howard Streets, students can have 
healthy, freshly cooked meals whenever they 
want.

Patrick’s Market offers a wide variety of 
fresh produce, frozen foods, a full deli, organic 
groceries and specialty coffee and cheese. Grab- 
and-go soups, salads, entrees and desserts are 
made fresh daily for lunch and dinner. Freshly 
baked pastries are available for the breakfast 
crowd, and specialty coffee is brewed through­
out the day.

Amy Powell, co-owner of Patrick’s Mar­
ket, said the store carries “the basics” that 
downtown residents need.

“We carry the items that people need and 
use the most,” she said. “We're always open to 
carrying items that people request, and we are 
constantly monitoring our stock to see what 
people use and like the most.”

Patrick’s Market is the first full grocery 
store to be built in downtown Omaha since 
1969, when Cubby’s Downtown was built on 
13th and Jackson Streets.

'Ilie idea for a downtown grocer}’ store be­
gan a few years ago when Powell’s brother and 
co-owner P.J. Andersen had the idea to open a 
meat shop in downtown Omaha. After talking 
with friends that were involved in downtown 
development projects, Andersen concluded 
that a grocer}- store could benefit many people 
who work and live downtown.

With the help of their father, Pat Ander­
sen, owner of Blair’s Superfoods and co-owner 
of Patrick’s Market, Powell and her brother 
opened Patrick’s Market on Nov. 18. So far, 
business has been great, Powell said.

Spontaneously amusing fun
n Theater honors 

fraternity to offer 
night of improv.

By KAI DELACRUZ 
Scene Reporter

On Fri., Dec. 7, Alpha Psi Omega, a the­
ater fraternity on Creighton’s campus will be 
presenting “A Night of Improv” at the Lied 
Education Center for Arts.

Alpha Psi Omega is a theater honors fra­
ternity dedicated to promoting the performing 
arts here at Creighton.

Matthew DeNoncour, president of APO, 
talks about what this fraternity is about.

“Our members represent the best of what 
the university has to offer with a wide range 
of talents including stage acting, technical

Are you considering applying to 
law school for the Fall of 2008?

Creighton University School of Law will provide 
current Creighton students and graduates 

with a waiver of the application fee.
Contact the Law School Admissions Office at 

lawadmit@creiqhton.edu or 280-2586 
to obtain your application fee waiver.

Photo by Miguel Cedillo

Patrick’s Market co-owner P.J. Andersen stocks produce in his new downtown grocery 
store. The store will begin to offer a grocery delivery service in January.

“We’ve had a steady flow of customers 
since we opened,” she said. “We get a lot of 
feedback from customers who say that having a 
grocery store downtown is so convenient and a 
much needed addition to the area.”

Starting in January, Patrick’s Market will 
offer curbside pickup and delivery services. 
Customers will be able to place their order 
online and either pick up their order or have 
it delivered.

“It will be a great service for busy custom­
ers who might not have lime to shop after work 
of school,” Powell said.

Powell encourages Creighton students to 
take advantage of the close location and com­
petitive prices at Patrick’s Market.

“It’s a great place to grab a quick breakfast 
or lunch,” she said. “We’ve got a large selection 
of products, and if you see something we don’t 
carry, let us know and we’ll do whatever we 
can get it for you. We are very open to special 

theater and broadcast television,” DeNoncour 
said. “Alpha Psi Omega members are also ac­
tively involved in all theatrical productions at 
Creighton and are dedicated to reaching out to 
the community by hosting opening night re­
ceptions after shows where audience members 
have a chance to interact with actors, designers 
and technical crew.”

Since APO is a newly formed fraternity, 
the idea of improv has always been a topic of 
interest with these students.

What is improv? Improv (also improvisa­
tion) as many actors and actresses may see it, is 
where actors interact with one other and per­
form a scene that is not previously rehearsed 
and is based on random given circumstances. 
Many may be familiar with improv from the 
well-known show “Whose Line is it Anyway?” 
featuring actors Drew Carey and Wayne Brady. 
This is a perfect example of what APO will be 
offering for the Creighton community.

requests.”
Students can stop by for a meal or coffee 

while they study, too. Tire coffee bar has chairs 
and stools and will have free wireless Internet 
starting in December.

“Students can purchase a frozen meal or a 
grab-and-go meal and heat it up in the micro­
wave or grab coff ee and study,” she said.

Katie Hawkins, Arts & Sciences junior, 
lives downtown and said Patrick’s Market is a 
convenient addition to the downtown area.

“They carry everything I would nor­
mally buy at Hy-Vee or Baker’s,” Hawkins said. 
“Some of the items at Patrick’s are a bit more 
expensive, but you end up saving money on gas 
[by shopping at Patrick’s].”

Patrick’s is located on 1416 Howard St. 
and is open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Sundays. For more information, visit www. 
patricksmarket.com.

Not only can improv be full of comedic 
scenes, but also scenes that are filled with 
drama.

Many of these scenes will be a type of 
on-the-spot performance. Students, faculty 
and staff can look forward to the talents of: 
Matt DeNoncour, Josh Doucette, Bill Grennan, 
John-Paul Gurnett, Kathleen Lawler, Michael 
McCandless, Tim McCandless, Rebecca Schi- 
er, Lexi Venteicher and Lucy Zukaitis. Aside 
from these talents, “A Night of Improv” will be 
hosted by Jerry Woiderski and Dawn Zulauf.

Current APO member and performer in 
the improv production, Arts & Sciences junior 
Lexi Venteicher is looking forward to this first 
improv night.

“I am really excited about improv night 
because it is something new that APO has never 
done before,” Venteicher said. “I hope they get 
a good laugh. A lot of the shows that we have 
done lately have been so serious, it will be a 
nice change of pace. It really isn’t like a regular 
theater show because it is so spontaneous.”

“A Night of Improv” will be held on the 
main stage in the Lied Center for Arts. Tickets 
for this event are $3 per person and $2 per per­
son for groups of five people or more. Tickets 
will be on sale on the day of the event at the 
front door or at special announced ticket sale 
opportunities.

“They can expect to laugh a lot. If stu­
dents are looking for a study break on Friday 
night before exams, then they should come on 
down,” DeNoncour said.

For more information on this production, 
contact matthewdenoncourC’creighton.edu.

Staying 
warm and 
fashionable

In 
Style

Kathleen Flood 
Scene Reporter

I have always had a problem dressing for 
the cold weather. Wearing bulky sweatpants 
regularly is awkward and ugly, and who wants 
to go out at night looking like a football player 
— unless of course, you are one?

The first secret for keeping warm during 
these colder months is layering, and both men 
and women can benefit from this technique. 
American Apparel, a Los Angeles-based sweat­
shop-free company, is a great place to find lay­
ering basics; unfortunately you’ll have to shop 
online if you don’t live in a major city, and I 
recommend ordering clothing one size larger 
than you usually would.

For women, leggings and tights can be 
worn daily. They can be layered under skirts, 
shorts, dresses and even jeans — bonus points 
if your pants are ripped. If you get hot or want 
to work out, all you have to do is stuff the outer 
layer in your backpack or purse, and it’s Pilates 
chic.

Thick, brightly colored or lace-trimmed 
socks, the higher and woolier the better, can 
be worn either by themselves or over leggings 
for additional warmth. Do not underestimate 
the treasures you can find in your dad’s sock 
drawer.

Thermal long-sleeve tees are essentials for 
men and women during the winter. Men can 
wear them under T-shirts, polos, vests or flan­
nel shirts. For women, keep wearing that cute 
tank top from summer; just layer it under or 
over a sheer long-sleeve T-shirt or sweater — 
who knows when the inside heat will cause you 
to sweat and strip.

Dark denim is making a comeback in both 
men and women’s fashions. If the skinny leg is 
getting a bit too tight, or if you never liked it in 
the first place, choose a wide-legged trouser or 
jean. Donate or pack away gaucho pants, if you 
even owned them in the first place. This trend 
is over, for now.

Sarah Stormberg, Arts & Sciences junior, 
said her signature item for winter is her Marc 
Jacobs coat because she has to wear it everyday. 
When picking out a coat, make sure it fits your 
function. 1 prefer the classic look with a pea 
coat or long (faux) fur-trimmed, hooded coat 
that can be worn with casual or formal wear 
for several years. My last pea coat lasted me five 
years. If you ski or snowboard buy a coat that 
will fit those needs. A good coat is an invest­
ment and should be re-worn.

Alison Dunning, a sales associate at 
Von Maur, said that for women three-quarter 
length, cropped-waisted coats have been sell­
ing well (but keep in mind these hoodless jack­
ets with shorter sleeves and waist will be chilly 
and impractical to pull offin the snow).

Other winter gear like gloves and scarves 
should be chosen not only for warmth but for 
personal style as well. Gloves and scarves are 
often lost and can be replaced inexpensively 
from year to year. Stormberg likes to throw a 
scarf around her neck every morning after she 
gets out of bed. I like to wrap a scarf around 
my head like a hat. Take a chance and go with 
patterns and bright colors for scarves and 
gloves, while sticking with a neutral coat color. 
Houndstooth, plaid and geometric prints are 
all ‘in’ this season. Even floral prints are safe, 
as long as they don’t look too “Little 1 louse on 
the Prairie.”

While walking to my car in the parking 
lot the other day, I stopped to pick up a piece of 
paper on the ground. It turned out to be a slip 
from a fortune cookie that read, “Be yourself, 
and you will always be in fashion.” Ifyou follow 
this mantra, the rest is just dressing yourself.
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Lighting ceremony sparks unity
■ Tradition that 

began in the 
1920s is a staple 
for holiday joy.

By ALLISON ROY 
Scene Reporter

Ihe annual mall lighting ceremony of 
Tuesday’s “Christmas at Creighton” had the 
campus buzzing with activity. Students hud­
dled in frozen anticipation outside St. John’s 
to watch the Rev. John P. Schlegel, S.J. flip the 
switch that breathes life into the campus dur­
ing the quiet holiday season.

“It’s really cool that something like this 
brings everyone together,” said Arts & Sciences 
sophomore Samantha Schleich.

According to Creighton University his­
torian, Dr. Dennis Mihelich, the unity the 
students of Creighton enjoy during the holiday 
season today was nonexistent in Creighton’s 
earlier days.

“There wasn’t much of a campus spirit back 
then,” Mihelich said. “Students went home and 
the Jesuits went to celebrate with family and 
friends. 'Ihen, students would return for two 
more weeks of class and then finals. Everyone 
just, poof, disappeared.”

'Ihen, in 1926, two years after the formal 
creation of a Creighton Student Union, stu­
dents held raffles and dances and raised $250, 
the equivalent of a few thousand dollars today, 
and made 120 gift baskets that, through local 
charities, were distributed to underprivileged 
children in the community. Such holiday phi­
lanthropy projects were officialized in 1993 
with the creation of the “Christmas Spirit 
Campaign," which delegated different charity 
agencies or causes to each department.

However, in the 1960s, the community

Photo by Beth Costigan

A Christmas tree outside of Creighton Hall is aglow, symbolically celebrating the Holiday season.

that was created deteriorated with the building 
of the interstates near campus. The transfor­
mation of California Plaza into Skinner Mall 
in the 1980s further isolated campus from the 
bustling activity around it, and it was then 
that The Rev. Michael Morrison, S.J., president 
of the University at the time, decided that a 
Christmas tree be placed at the heart of cam­
pus, in front of St. John’s.

Throughout the years, the tree traveled 
to the front of the Administration Building 

and later, the Skutt Student Center where it 
was subsequently removed due to an alleged 
disease. Morrison’s Christmas tree remains in 
the hearts of students who remember its days 
of glory on campus and a tradition and tribute, 
Fr. Schlegel blesses and lights the tree, shining 
proudly in its Creighton blue, in front of the 
Kiewit Fitness Center.

The holiday decorations have since ex­
panded on campus and evolved into the official 
“Christmas at Creighton” event, spearheaded 

by IRHG, who, along with the general consen­
sus of Creighton students, seemed incredibly 
satisfied by this week’s kickoff of the official 
holiday season on campus.

“Just like any commercial Christmas, the 
lines were long, the food was good and the chil­
dren’s choir was great,” said Arts & Sciences 
sophomore Mike Manning. “But I would say, 
all in all, everyone seemed to be having a good 
time, and there was definitely an atmosphere of 
good will and Christmas cheer.”

Foggy stoiy line ruins 
King’s original vision

Review 

This

Molly Mullen
News Reporter

When people hear the name Stephen King, 
movies like “The Shining” or “Misery” come to 
mind. Characters from books like “It” and “Pet 
Cemetary” can scare full-grown adults.

Yes, Stephen King has made his mark on 
both horror literature and film with terrifying 
classics.

“'Ihe Mist,” however, was not that.
This movie will not go down as a classic in 

cinematic history, but it did offer a good time. 
It offered what audiences these days seem to be 
craving: big, scary, mutant bugs.

Its seems nowadays that nothing frightens 
packed theaters like a huge insect crawling 
up someone’s arm. Historically, King doesn’t 
put his name on movies of which he doesn’t 
approve, 'that’s the difference between 1980’s 
“ Ihe Shining” and 1997’s “Stephen King’s ’lite 
Shining.’’

As the opening credits rolled in King’s 
name was mysteriously absent, and it was obvi­
ous why. With a reputation as good as his, this 
film was not up to snuff. “'Ihe Mist” is a short 
story about a U.S. military screw up that leads 
to bugs invading from another dimension. 
King realized this plot was not worth a full 
novel, yet no one else realized it wasn’t worth 
a two-hour film.

Ihe whole bit about the bugs and the 
military was pathetic, but that’s not to say the 
movie was all bad. Ihe characters are what 
made the movie worth watching, because just 
as the audience was screaming at the sight of

these creatures, they screamed just as loudly at 
the actions of the characters.

Marcia Gay Harden, who won an Acade­
my Award for “Pollock” in 2000, was the great­
est character of the movie. Playing a religious 
zealot, she urged the people around her to wor­
ship her for fear of the end of the world.

Once the fog rolled in, and creatures start­
ed killing off people, the movie was centered 
in a grocery store where a dozen people locked 
themselves inside.

She used the Bible to convert everyone 
and formed a lynch mob against Thomas Jane, 
the star of the show, and his son.

Without Harden, this movie would have 
been half of what it was, and “The Mist” wasn’t 
all that great to begin with.

SLOWDOWN
UPCOMING SHOWS

: j 2/1 - Antelope ■
' 1 2/4 - Pub Quiz '•

' / 1 2/6 - Funk Coo
1 2/7 - The Most Serene Republic
1 2/8 - The Show. Is The Rainbow

Happy Hour 4-7 . .
half price taps / $ 1 off everything else

. 12. beers on tap, fine selection of 
bottled beers and liquors, wine, 

organic juices, snacks, free juke box, 
pool, board games, video games, 

photo booth, fun.

, 729 N 14TH ST • OMAHA NE 68102

OPEN DAILY 4PM-1 AM

Part of a speaker series presented by 
Creighton University and the Office of the President

Tuesday, Dec. 4,2007
4 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. ♦ Rigge Science 120
“Women Who Lead”
An open panel discussion in response to the Women’s Fund of Greater 
Omaha’s report on Women and Leadership in Omaha.

Panelists:

Ellie Archer, Women’s Fund of Greater Omaha
Kate Dodge, Chairman and President, NEI Global Relocation
Dianne Lozier, J.D.Jhe Lozier Foundation
Susan A. Calef, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Theology
Tami Buffalohead-McGill, Director, Student Support Services
Katelyn Cherney, Senior, College of Arts and Sciences
Moderated by Tricia Sharrar, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs

Co-sponsored by The Eileen B. Lieben Center for Women

Wednesday, Dec. 5,2007
4 p.m. - 5 p.m. ♦ Rigge Science 120 
“Women (and Women’s Issues) on a Catholic 
College Campus”

Alice B. Hayes, Ph.D., former President of the University of San Diego

Co-sponsored by the Committee on the Status of Women, Creighton 
University

Creighton
II N I V E R S I T Y
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♦ Guest Voice

Smoking ban 
not healthy 
for our rights

I can’t help but wonder about the new 
smoking ban put in place on the Creighton 
campus at the end of this school year.

Smoking bans have been placed all over 
the country and, just recently, in our city’s res­
taurants and bars (where food is served). Most 
anyone will say that the reason a smoking ban 
is put in place is to protect the health of the in­
dividuals who frequent those establishments. 
Seems like a noble cause.

So I decided to get some feedback from 
students both for and against the smoking ban 
here at Creighton.

Those in favor of the ban of course cited 
the health issue as to why it must be placed 
here. I then asked them how many people they 
thought died from second hand smoke a year 
in the USA. The answers: 5000; 10,000; 25,000 
(one individual went as far as to say 120,000!). 
Their justification for these numbers? They 
were just going off the information that they 
had seen on a Web site, in a newspaper or in a 
pamphlet somewhere; some just gave an out­
right guess.

A few years ago, the Coalition for a 
Smoke-Free City ran a full page ad in the New 
York Times about the effects of secondhand 
smoke (or ETS) stating that the No. 1 killer 
in the American workplace was secondhand 
smoke. Ihey also would have you believe the 
death toll from secondhand smoke was in the 
thousands.

The real death toll: 0-15, maybe.
At least those are the estimates given by 

Dr. Elizabeth M. Whelan, president of the 
American Council on Science and Health 
(www.acsh.org). Dr. Whelan, who is no friend 
of smokers, went on to say that any attempt by 
an anti-smoking interest group to place num­
bers on secondhand smoke is pure hyperbole 
and lacks any scientific basis. She says that it 
would be better to present smoking bans based 
on the facts of secondhand smoking. Those 
facts are simple: it can cause eye and nose irri­
tation as well as aggravate pre-existing asthma 
in enclosed areas, not outside.

Anyone who is in favor of the outdoor 
smoking ban often says that another reason 
for the ban is because they just plain don’t 
Fke walking around smokers. Well I don’t 
like Ugg Boots. I think they are hideous and 
they offend my eyes. Let’s get rid of them. The 
deep-fried food that is served to us on a regular 
basis, surely that is no good, we must get rid of 
that too! Those elevators that prevent us from 
walking up and down stairs and getting proper 
exercise, how dare they make their presence in 
our university!

See how ridiculous that sounds?
Now if Creighton wanted to enforce the 

smoking regulations that are already in place, 
I am totally fine with that. I will gladly move 
15 feet away from a building to enjoy myself, 
but it’s a little difficult when most ashtrays are 
directly outside of buildings on campus.

As far as this smoking ban concerns me, it 
is probably just a little overkill. Soon next year, 
I predict record traffic jams on 24th Street as 
cars will have much trouble moving around 
Creighton smokers, teachers and students alike 
who are smoking at the only place available to 
them.

Man this column has really taken it out of 
me. I need a smoke.

♦ Our Voice

Recalling the meaning of Christmas
Christmas is 25 days away. Time is run­

ning out to find that perfect gift: a digital 
camera for a sibling, a flashy timepiece for a 
significant other or a new PDA for mom or 
dad. While for many Creighton students it is 
realistic to be able to afford these gifts, how­
ever, many people have to settle for much less. 
A new CD. A favorite book. A nice sweater.

Even still, this may be a lot for some fami­
lies. But this is where the spirit of Christmas 
should come out most. The original Christmas 
gifts were gold, frankincense and myrrh. They 
were presented to the baby Jesus more sym­
bolically to signify his coming greatness than 
for any real value they would hold for an infant 
boy.

Here is where meaningful gifts should be 
reciprocated, ones that hold less monetary or 
physical value but bring forth an abundance 
of goodness and generosity. This could be 
spending a day back in one’s hometown at a

Comic by Jake Schutz♦ Staff Voice

Music piracy deletes financial aid

Recently the U.S. House of Representatives 
passed a bill stating that all universities must 
provide evidence showing their actions penalizing 
illegal media downloaders. Universities must also 
show that they are implementing technology to 
detect the illegal files, while also providing their 
students with alternatives to illegal downloading. 
Failure to do so will cause students to lose all 
financial aid provided by their university.

The act of downloading and using illegal 
music providers may not feel like breaking the 
law. It serves as an easy and costless action to hear 
certain band’s latest hit.

Nearly $100 billion is given to students in 
financial grants a year. This form of financial 
assistance may be some students’ only chance to 
participate in higher education. There are large 
numbers of families who can not afford to send 
one more child to college in today’s society.

Even though illegal downloading seems to be 
a persistent problem in today s society, the issue is 
being exacerbated by terminating financial aid to 
students that may not even participate in illegal 
downloading, or-even own a computer.

It is apparent that the problem is recognized 
as severe, and they are willing to take extreme 
measures, but it seems that the problem will be 
stopped quickly.

The factor to the new law that makes the 

soup kitchen, helping to prepare a meal for 
the homeless. It is going around the neighbor­
hood with a group of friends to sing Christmas 
carols.

These are gifts of good deeds and great 
spirit, the intangible offerings that make people 
happy. These are gifts that will be remembered 
long after the iPod becomes obsolete thanks to 
the newest high-tech gadget.

People tend to get caught up sometimes 
with the secular aspects of Christmas, espe­
cially how many gifts they are going to give 
and receive from Macy’s or Amazon.com. But 
it’s also about giving in other senses. Giving 
one’s time and effort can be as equally appre­
ciated as whatever is wrapped up and sitting 
underneath the tree.

So this year, make an effort to remember 
the true spirit of Christmas. It is Christ’s Mass, 
the feast of his birth and should be celebrated 
with all types of gifts.

problem disappear more realistically would be the 
detail that the universities are willing to provide 
students with alternative music downloading 
options.

This segment of the new ruling shows that 
even though consequences to the problem will be 
initiated if universities fail to cease the problem, 
the commiseration from the school boards and 
government is there.

Most students who partake in illegal 
downloading do not think that they will be 
caught, and they do not realize the severity of 
the crime. The act of peer-to-peer downloading 
is stealing.

It may not seem so, but each song is a 
product of the artist, created to be sold, whether it 
is through a CD purchase or a file from iTunes.

Even though there is nothing better than 
receiving a product for free when you could 
have paid for it, there are alternatives to illegal 
downloading that will not end with a criminal 
sentence or termination of financial aid offer.

The same programs that provide free music 
files also have files to purchase for a reasonably 
low price. ITunes also provides the same service 
of offering files for sensibly a low cost.

The issue of illegal downloading will take 
intense actions to see the problem ceased, yet the 
more the attention it recieves, the faster it will 
end.

Even though not many college students want 
to spend money on something that could be free, 
the crime of illegal downloading is becoming 
much more pervasive, and the government 
and school boards are taking severe actions to 
terminate the problem.

In the end, $13 for a CD may not seem too 
expensive when you lose $30,000 in financial 
grants as a consequence to music piracy.

“It really 
sucks. Why 

ban smoking 
outside?”

Pat Bigoness
Arts & Sciences Sophomore

Anna Mattia

Mike Manning

“I feel worse 
forCU 

workers that 
won’t get 

smoke breaks 
anymore.”

Arts & Sciences Sophomore

“It’s 
awkward. It 
won’t work 
out. It isn’t 
feasible.”

Arts & Sciences Senior

“It won’t stop 
people from 

smoking.
Now they’ll 

just smoke in 
their dorm 

rooms.”

Christine Archibald
Buisness Sophomore
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Tls the 
season for 
thanks

Fun & 
Games
Daniel O’Byrne 
Sports Reporter

Thanksgiving might be the most under­
rated holiday of the year. How can anyone go 
wrong with turkey, mashed potatoes, family 
and football?

As I was sitting in the living room, watch­
ing Brett Favre rip apart the Lions defense and 
waiting for the turkey to come out of the oven, 
I began to think about what I was thankful for. 
Of course the first things that came to mind 
were family and friends. But I also realized 
how big sports have been in my life. Sometimes 
everyone needs a distraction and something to 
be passionate about, and for me that thing is 
sports.

So, with this being the last Creightonian 
of the semester, I wish everyone happy holidays 
and present the things in sports that I am most 
thankful for.

I am thankful that I am not a Notre Dame 
or Nebraska football fan (though f think Notre 
Dame just became BCS bowl-eligible with their 
win against Stanford last week).

I am thankful for the most stable athletic 
department in the country. Before Creighton 
hired Bob Hanson as men’s golf coach this 
summer, the Bluejays had been the only divi­
sion I school in the nation with the same head 
coaches in all its sports each of the past four 
years.

1 am thankful for Pierce Hibma in Des 
Moines. ’Ihe men’s basketball senior has a ca­
reer average of about three points per game, 
but the last two years he has gone off while vis­
iting Drake. He has a combined 23 points on 
7-8 shooting from behind the three-point line 
in those two match-ups. It's safe to say he has 
the Bulldogs “Hibmatized.”

I am thankful for my projector that dis­
plays a 102-inch television onto my wall in 
picture-perfect high definition. Not only is my 
TV huge, but when the Chiefs give up another 
14-play, 85-yard drive, I can throw anything I 
want at it while only risking a smudge on the 
wall.

Speaking of the Chiefs, I am thankful for 
bye weeks in the NFL. I am also thankful for 
off days in baseball. Ihese are some of my hap­
piest days because I do not have to put myself 
through the torture that is Chiefs football or 
Cubs baseball.

1 am thankful that Jimmie Johnson won 
the NASCAR championship. Why? Because 
it means that NASCAR is over and ESPN can 
stop talking about a “sport" where they drive in 
circles repeatedly for an extremely long period 
of time.

Speaking of ESPN, 1 am thankful for 
ESPN, ESPN2, ESPN News, ESPN Classic, 
ESPN U, ESPN 360, ESPN.com and ESPN 
Eight, the Ocho. I can now choose to watch the 
national cup stacking championships instead 
of unimportant things like the local news or 
presidential debates. Along those same lines, I 
am also thankful for sports-talk radio.

I am thankful for DVR. On the rare oc­
casions when there is nothing of interest on 
any of the ESPN channels, I can now repeat­
edly watch Bluejay P’Allen Stinnett posterize 
Nebraska seven-footer Shang Ping.

I am thankful for Terrell Owens and Chad 
Johnson. Ihey might be annoying to team­
mates and fans, but as a journalist they are just 
entertaining.

I am thankful for pajama pants. I can show 
support for my team with official Chiefs, Cubs 
and Creighton pajama pants, while at the same 
time staying warm and ultra-comfortable.

I am, however, most thankful for my par­
ents, who gave me my first basketball.

Jays advance in NCAAs
■ Creightons next 

opponent will be 
Illinois-Chicago.

By ZACH PERRY 
Sports Reporter

'Ihe men’s soccer team was cooler than 
the temperature in a game against hot-headed 
SMU on Wednesday at Morrison Stadium.

The Bluejays (12-2-5) kept calm in a physi­
cal match and beat Southern Methodist (14­
5-2) 3-0. The Bluejays advance to play against 
Illinois-Chicago on Saturday night at Morri­
son Stadium.

Tim Bohnenkamp got the Bluejays off to 
a dream start just six minutes into the match. 
'Ihe speedy winger from Omaha finished off a 
good play as he burst down the left side before 
slotting home past a stone-footed Steve Sandbo 
for his second goal of the season and his first at 
Morrison Stadium. Bohnenkamp was mobbed 
by teammates and fans in the north end zone 
after his goal.

“We were in business from that point 
on,” he said. “It really got the team going and 
it showed through all the 90 minutes that we 
played.”

'Ihe Bluejays continued to attack and Seth 
Sinovic almost found the back of the net with a 
cheeky effort. Ihe defender took the ball up the 
left and saw SMU goalie Steve Sandbo off his 
line and almost found the bottom right corner 
of the net with a shot from 25 yards out.

In a game with rough play, the turning 
point came in the 26th minute. Behind the 
play, SMU senior midfielder Ben Shuleva threw 
a punch at Sinovic and was sent off with a red 
card. It was the fast play in which he would be 
involved as he ended his career in a Zinedine 
Zidane-like play.

'Ihe incident led to all the players scuffling 
in the center to defend their teammate, with 
Danny Minutillo letting Shuleva know what 
was on his mind. Tire only Bluejay carded in 
the situation was goalie Matt Allen, who rushed 
from the south goal and shoved over Shuleva.

“I just wanted to defend our team,” Allen 
said.

Despite his rough style of play, Shuleva’s 
actions were out of character, said Andrei 
Gotsmanov, who played a year with him at St. 
Joh ns.

“He’s a tough player and I was surprised 
by his actions,” he said.

Despite the incident, Sinovic continued his 
strong play by shooting a rocket from 25 yards 
out that was well saved by theSMU goalie.

Thinking about tomorrow, today
■ Womens soccer 

looks forward to 
next year after a 
first round exit 
against USC.

By C SCOTT JORDAN 
Sports Reporter

Earlier this month, the women’s soccer 
team fell to the University of Southern Califor­
nia Trojans 3-0 in the first round of the NCAA 
tournament in Columbia, Mo. The loss offi­
cially ended the season for the Bluejays.

“Our main goal was the NCAA second 
round, because it meant getting further than 
any Creighton women’s soccer team has been,” 
coach Bruce Erickson said.

Despite USC’s victory, going further than 
any other Creighton team “will remain the 
goal,” Erickson said when referring to the com­
ing seasons.

“I think by being better and consistent the 
whole year, we put ourselves in a better match­
up than playing at USC, who is in the Final 
Eight at the moment,” he said.

Ilie Bluejays finished their season with a

Photo by Zach Perry
Matt Allen and Danny Minutillo argue with the referee after a foul by SMU’s Ben Shuleva 
(11). Allen was cautioned with a yellow card while Shuleva was ejected with a red.

Towards the end of the half, Gotsmanov 
scored another Bluejay goal. 'Ilie midfielder 
took a pass from Tony Schmitz and chipped the 
ball over the SMU goalie from 30 yards out.

Tire goal put the Bluejays in a great posi­
tion with a 2-0 lead at halftime. Play stayed 
competitive throughout the game, and SMU 
almost scored at the start of the second half. 
'Fite ball ping-ponged around in the Creighton 
penalty area and with an open goal, SMU had a 
shot blocked by their own player.

The Bluejays wrapped up the game in the 
86th minute after good work by three substi­
tutes. Tucker Sindlinger cut down the right 
sideline and passed the ball inside to Sam Eid. 
Eid then had his shot from the right hit the far 
post. 'Ihe ball then rolled along the line where 
Mo Travis tapped in for his third goal of the 
season.

Head coach Bob Warming was happy with 
the victory and stressed his team’s preparation 
for the match as a key factor.

“I thought we were intellectually prepared 
for the match, all the way up until today,” he 
said. “We showed the guys more tape then we 

record of 11-8-2, MVC Scholar-Athlete Awards 
and Creighton’s fourth MVC Championship.

“Coming together and accomplishing it as 
a team was a huge accomplishment this year,” 
senior midfielder Tristan Moser-Bleil said.

Now, with the season in the past, 
Creighton is already making preparations for 
the season next fall.

“We have to work harder this off-season 
than any other year. We have a lot to work on 
and we haven’t scratched the surface on how 
good we can be,” Erickson said. “Everyone has 
to commit to being a better player and work to 
improve the team as a whole.”

Even some of the players who will be 
returning for next season have begun their 
preparation.

“Hard work and dedication during the 
off-season is what is going to make us the best 
team out there, and the availability of using all 
of the players on the team to increase and sus­
tain the tone and tempo of the game,” junior 
forward Marcy Gans said.

The team’s effort will not be the only thing 
tweaked this off-season as the players have be­
gun to personally condition.

“Hus off-season, I will do a lot of condi­
tioning and footwork to improve my speed and 
vertical,” junior goalkeeper Kristen Casey said. 
“I will make and set specific goals of where I 
want to be for the spring season and going into 

had shown anybody else.”
'Ihe win also put the Bluejays in the 

driver’s seat in the road to the College Cup. 
Losses by No. 1 Boston College, No. 16 Tulsa 
and No. 9 Northwestern left the No. 8 Bluejays 
as the highest remaining seed in the regional, 
meaning the Bluejays will only play in Omaha 
in their quest for a national championship.

The team still remains coy on their chanc­
es, just based off their high seed.

“Seeds don’t mean anything right now,” 
said Bohnenkamp. “It’s two teams playing 90 
minutes at each other going hard... we’re just 
going to go out there and play 90 full minutes 
and get another victory, keep moving on.”

Warming was excited about the prospect 
of another game in Omaha and wants the play­
ers to seize the moment.

“Other [than] from ’93,1 don’t think we’ve 
ever had a chance to have a second game at 
home.”

'Ihe Bluejays and the UIC Flames (13-5-5) 
will kick off'at 7 p.m. on Saturday at Morrison 
Stadium, with the winner securing a place in 
the Elite Eight.

the fall.”
’The theme for this past season has been 

working with goals to accomplish great feats 
and the Bluejays will continue to work with 
goals to improve into next season.

“1 think most of my goals will remain, but 
strive to get better and, as a team, go further in 
the NCAA tournament,” Gans said.

As with every season, a senior class of 
teammates will depart for life beyond college. 
Moser-Bleil will be heading back to Minnesota 
next year, but leaves advice for her underclass­
men teammates.

“I think they just need to keep building 
upon what is already here and always strive to 
push this program further,” Moser-Bleil said. 
“College soccer is such a unique experience 
that flies by, so I would advise them not to take 
it for granted.”

Although many months of work still lie 
ahead for the women’s soccer team, the up­
coming season is not far from the doorstep, 
and Erickson remains optimistic for next year’s 
team.

“We have a very talented group coming 
in next fall so there should be great depth and 
competition,” Erickson said. “We will continue 
to score goals and create an attack that is al­
ready dangerous [even] more dangerous, and 
a defending group that becomes all the more 
stingy.”
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CU off to best start in team history
■ Womens 

basketball is 4-2, 
2-0 at home.

By STEVEN HENNEBERRY 
Assistant Sports Editor

The women’s basketball team is not 
smiling as brightly after a loss to Kansas, but 
the Jays own a 4-2 record heading into the teeth 
of their schedule.

The first six games of the season have 
featured wins over Arkansas-Little Rock 
and Memphis and two victories in the Rocky 
Mountain Invitational, the teams first in-sea­
son tournament win since 1998.

They now hit a stretch in which the Jays 
will not play another home game until Dec. 18. 
Games against in-state rival Nebraska, Denver 
University and Iowa State lie ahead before re­
turning home for a game against Kansas State. 
The Jays then go back on the road one more 
time before Christmas to play Oral Roberts.

“I am reasonably pleased so far,” said head 
coach Jim Flanery. “We have done enough 
things consistently but still have many things 
we can improve upon, especially heading into 
this part of our schedule.”

The Jays’ disappointing 91-56 loss to the 
Kansas Jayhawks at Phog Allen Fieldhouse 
Tuesday saw them fall behind 27-2 in the first 
half and struggle throughout the rest of the 
game.

“It’s hard playing from behind,” senior

Sara Cain said. “When you are just trying to 
close the gap between each media timeout, it’s 
hard to play the game you want to.”

Creighton struggled from the field, shoot­
ing only 26.9 percent from the field and turn­
ing the ball over 26 times. Cain, the leading 
scorer for the Jays, had 12 while sophomore 
Sam Schuett came off the bench for 11.

The loss to Kansas came on the heels of a 
championship weekend in Fort Collins, Colo, 
at the Rocky Mountain Invitational. Cain won 
the tournament MVP award and Schuett was 
named to the All-Tournament team as the Jays 
defeated Kent State 71-57 and host Colorado 
State 78-56.

“I thought our balance was really shown 
[at the tournament],” Flanery said. “We had 
a chance to see everyone play and gain some 
confidence.”

The Bluejays bench has scored at least 30 
points in each of the four wins so far this year. 
The team got out to early leads in both games 
of the Rocky Mountain Invitational, which al­
lowed them to control the tempo and get play­
ing time for many players .

Ure Bluejays had every active player score, 
forced Memphis into 29 turnovers and de­
feated the Tigers 90-57 on Nov. 19. Leading the 
way for the Jays was freshman Kelsey Woodard 
with 14 points. She chipped in a team-high 13 
against Kent State and was named the MVC 
Newcomer of the Week. She averaged 11.3 
points, 3.7 rebounds, 2.3 assists and one steal 
per game.

“My team did a great job of feeding me the

ball while I was hot [against Memphis],” Woo­
dard said. “I still have things to work on and 
definitely not satisfied yet.”

Creighton traveled to Piscataway, N.J. 
last Monday for a game against No. 5 Rutgers. 
Although the Jays lost the game, 62-43, they 
were within two points at 37-35 midway

through the second half. Sara Cain and Ally 
Thrall each had a team-high 10 points and the 
Jays won the turnover battle 20-16.

“Winning the turnover battle was the 
biggest key to us staying in the game,” Flanery 
said. “We left feeling good about our team and 
the effort we turned in.”

Panthers block Jays’ 
postseason hopes
n Volleyball gets 

left out of NCAA 
tournament.

By CHRISTINE PI VOVAR 
Sports Reporter

Senior Kelly Goes drive to keep going 
after getting injured defined Creighton’s vol­
leyball season.

Senior Abby Baumann said that after 
sustaining a knee injury in game one of the 
Missouri Valley Conference semi-final against 
Northern Iowa, co-captain Goc came back in 
the third game to offer much-needed emotional 
support for the team.

“Her dedication and drive to get back 
into the game even after she had been knocked 
down by the injury is simply an indicator of 
how our whole team has fought so hard all sea­
son to keep pushing for success despite tough 
times," Baumann said.

The Jays finished the season 21-10 overall, 
tying a record number of wins for the pro­
gram. They ended the season in a three-way 
tie for second place in the Missouri Valley 
Conference, with a 14-4 record, beating every 
team except Wichita State at least once. It was 
Creighton’s highest-ever finish, but they were 
overlooked by the NCAA selection committee, 
who accepted four other MVC teams.

Despite its anticlimactic finish, 2007 
should be remembered as the best season in 
Creighton volleyball history.

“I think this has been our strongest season 
yet,” sophomore Lauren Bloemke said.

The third-seeded Bluejays defeated South­
ern Illinois 3-1 (25-30, 30-16, 30-24, 30-22) 
in the quarterfinals of the tournament'. Five 
Bluejay players had double-digit kills. Goc set 
school records for kills, attacks and blocks 
while junior Korie Lebeda set the school record 
for assists.

Creighton then lost to second-seeded 
Northern Iowa 3-1 (30-18, 30-17, 22-30, 30-19) 
to finish its season. With Goc’s injury, the Jays 
were not able to keep up their level of play.

“Injuries kind of held us back to playing 
at our full potential," Bloemke said, who had a

sprained ankle against Drake the week before.
However, the Jays did exit the tournament 

with considerable achievements. Lebeda set the 
Creighton record for career assists with 4,222, 
and Freshman Allie Oelke recorded her 14th 
double-double with 11 kills and 14 digs. Junior 
Bianca Rivera set a single-season record for 
digs, finishing with 618.

Goc and setter Lebeda made first team all­
conference, while right side hitter Oelke was 
named the MVC Freshman of the Year. Rivera 
was named to the MVC all-tournament team.

UNI went on to win the conference tour­
nament over Illinois State to claim an NCAA 
tournament bid. The three other MVC teams 
that made the cut were regular-season cham­
pion Wichita State, Missouri State (25-7, 14-4 
MVC) and Illinois State (21-11, 11-7 MVC).

The Jays beat Illinois State twice and UNI 
and Missouri State once each, and lost to only 
one team that didn’t make the tournament.

“It is difficult to see the other four teams 
from our conference who made it to the NCAA 
tournament and compare our success in pre­
season play, strength of schedule and success 
against them and not feel as if we deserved to 
be there,” Baumann said.

Despite the disappointment, the Jays are 
looking back at the season’s positive aspects.

“We competed against some of the top 
teams in the country and showed them that we 
are capable of being one of those top teams,” 
Lebeda said. “Creighton is still taking steps 
forward in building a great volleyball program, 
and we have got to be proud of that.”

The recognition of the MVC in the NCAA 
tournament will also have positive reverbera­
tions for the entire conference.

“The fact that there are four teams com­
peting in the NCAA tournament this year is a 
huge step for the MVC,” Lebeda said. “It also 
makes next year very exciting because now that 
our conference is a known strength, it will be a 
lot more competitive for everyone.”

The Bluejays will save their NCAA 
tournament goals for next season, and in the 
meantime, they will do all they can to get there. 
Bloemke, for one, said she will spend the off­
season “busting it every day at practice, on the 
court, oft'the courts and working hard to keep 
our team strong.”

Photo by Mary Grasela
Junior Kristina Voss collides with a Memphis defender underneath the basket. The game, 
which the Jays won 90-57, was their only home game over a five-game stretch.
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Men’s basketball No. 1 in state
By DANIEL O’BYRNE 

Sports Reporter
It might have been a tale of two halves for the Creighton 

men’s basketball team against Nebraska, but it all resulted in a 
happy ending.

The Bluejays held off Nebraska to win 74-62 last Saturday 
at the Qwest Center in front of 17,049 fans for their eighth win 
in the last 11 match-ups between the state’s only two Division I 
teams.

After a sluggish start from both squads, the Jays opened up 
a 27-point lead by halftime, and though Nebraska might have 
scared the crowd by clawing their way back into the game, it 
never got closer than nine points as Creighton moved to 3-0 on 
the season.

“We knew nerves were going to be high with the rivalry 
game and the packed house,” senior guard Nick Bahe said. “We 
wanted to channel that energy in the right way, and I think we 
did. We did it on the defensive end, which led to some easy bas­
kets and that got us into a flow.”

Creighton led only 6-4 six minutes into the game before 
back-to-back three pointers by Dane Watts and Booker Wood­
fox started a 41-16 run to end the half.

The Jays shot 64 percent from behind the 3-point line, in­
cluding six straight 3-pointers and 57 percent overall in the first 
half. They led 47-20 after scoring the second most points in a 
half in Qwest Center history.

Even with the hot shooting, however, the Jays used their 
defense to build the early lead. Nebraska seemed to have trouble 
with Creighton’s full-court pressure.

“We’ve got a lot of guys who can shoot the ball,” head coach 
Dana Altman said. “Our seniors came out and really shot the 
ball early. I thought we did a great job of making plays for each 
other, and defensively I liked our energy. I thought we were re­
ally aggressive.

“We backed it off just a little that second half and Nebraska 
took advantage of it.”

After the Jays forced Nebraska into 17 first half turnovers 
and held them to 33 percent shooting, the Cornhuskers came 
out firing. They shot 48 percent in the second half and took ad­
vantage of 11 Creighton turnovers.

Nebraska guard Cookie Miller had 11 second half points 
while teammate Steve Harley had 14 to fuel the comeback.

The lead was down to 66-55 before sophomore Cavel Wit­
ter used his quickness and scored four points in 15 seconds. He 
made a basket, stole the ball on the next play and took it all the 
way to the hoop for the lay-up. Witter tied Watts for the team

Birdcage board 
planning on big 
season at Qwest

By JOF.SIBIILIA
Sports Reporter

It’s that time of the year again. It’s Bluejay basketball sea­
son. Come to the games, stand in the Birdcage, have fun, go 
home happy when the Bluejays win.

As the regular season begins for both the men’s and wom­
en’s basketball teams, members of the Birdcage executive board 
are hard at work planning game festivities to make the games 
even more enjoyable for the fans.

“Our main goal is to provide something fun for the fans 
that come to the games, a chance to participate in the festivi­
ties,” said Jamie Prevedel, president of the Birdcage.

From small things like newspaper confetti and balloons to 
distract the opponents during free-throws, to the charter bus 
party for an away game, the executive board makes it happen 
for Creighton fans.

“Last year we chartered a non-alcoholic bus to Lincoln for 
the game against Nebraska,” Josh Shetler, co-head of the Basket­
ball Birdcage, said. “This year we are thinking about either hav­
ing the bus for the Northern Iowa game or the Drake game.”

The 15 members of the Basketball Birdcage Game Day 
Committee will take care of preparing the student section for 
both the men’s and women’s basketball games.

“We are trying to think of some fun things for the students, 
and we are always open to suggestions,” Prevedel said. “This year 
we are thinking kazoos for some of the games."

Last season, members on the executive board for the Bird­
cage worked with the Qwest Center to get the words of the fight 
song on the big screens. They look to keep that as part of this 
years plan as well.

“One of our goals as a committee is to have the fans learn 
the fight song," Shetler said. “That is why it is displayed on the 
big screens."

Shetler also said that the lyrics for the fight song can be 
found on gocreighton.com.

“We want the fans to come out, hare fun and show their 
support for both the men’s and women's basketball teams this 
year,” Shetler said.

Photo by Mary Grasela
P'AHen Stinnett reaches for a loose ball that is going through the legs of Jay-R Strowbridge. Creighton scored 30 points 
off Husker turnovers.

lead with 14 points.
“Cavel’s quickness is really good," Altman said. “He’s excit­

ing. He really shoots the ball well and his basketball savvy is 
pretty good. I think he’s got a lot of upside.”

“There is a lot of energy 1 try to bring to help this team,” 
Witter said. "We are all talented players so anything I can do to 
help the team is a positive. I just wanted to make plays with my 
teammates.”

Creighton’s biggest accomplishment in the game might 
have been holding Aleks Maric, Nebraska’s preseason all-Big 12 
center, to only nine points.

Watts, Chad Millard and Kenny Lawson were given the as­
signment of stopping Maric, who had three baskets to go along 
with three free-throws.

"We really tried to have our guards put more pressure on

Creighton graduate is oldest 
survivor of march, U.S. hero

By RYAN BORCHERS 
Sports Editor

On April 9, 1942, nearly 100,000 American and Eilipino 
prisoners of war in the Phill ippines were forced by Imperial Jap­
anese forces to march 55 miles across 
the Bataan peninsula. Along the way, 
the prisoners were beaten and many 
were executed. This infamous event, 
known as the Bataan Death March, was 
the death of between 7,000 and 10,000 
people. Its oldest survivor, Albert 
Brown, is a Creighton graduate.

Brown, who celebrated his 102nd 
birthday last October, graduated from 
Creighton University with a degree in 
dentistry in 1927.

“They [Creighton] had a great 
dental school,” he said. He was the 
captain of the basketball team in his 
senior year, in which he fondly re­
members Creighton beating Iowa, the 
Big Ten champions from that year. He 
also played quarterback on Creighton’s 
football team, one of his teammates 
being the famous Notre Dame football 
coach, Frank Leahy.

Brown, after graduating, prac­
ticed dentistry in Council Bluffs. Being 
a member of ROTC in high school and 
college, he joined the army in 1935. 
When World War II broke out in 1941, 
he was transferred to the Bataan Penin­
sula in the Philippines.

Brown was one of the American 
prisoners captured at the Battle of 
Bataan. Du Japanese transported the 
POW by making them 55 miles 
nori,:

“We Wui.-'i oiil. we marched 
for fe. .leys without food or water,”
Brow u saiu. Along the way. Brown witnessed American pris­
oners being forced to kneel down by their captors belote being 

Photo courtesy of University Archives
Albert Brown as a senior in 1927, the year 
in which he captained the Creighton team 
that defeated Big 10 champion Iowa.

their guards so they couldn’t make easy passes,” Watts said. 
“He’s a big boy down there and they like to just toss it up to him 
so he can just turn and score. We doubled down on him a few 
times and our guards did a good job of pressing the ball.”

The play that may have signaled the end of the game 
came with 1:32 left. After a basket by Nebraska’s Steve Harley, 
Creighton inbounded the ball to freshman guard P’AHen Stin­
nett. He brought the ball across the half-court line and exploded 
to the hoop. He finished with a crowd-pleasing dunk over Husk- 
ers seven-footer Shang Ping.

Creighton played Savannah State at home on Thursday, but 
results were unavailable by press time. They will hit the road 
for the first time this season as they travel to Philadelphia, Pa. 
to play Drexel on Saturday at 3:30 p.m. and Cincinnati, Ohio to 
face Xavier on Wednesday at 7 p.m.

beheaded. Brown himself fell towards the hack of the group at 
one point. He was jabbed in the backside with a bayonet and 
resolved not to fall to the back again.

Eventually, the roughly 54,000 prisoners who were still 
alive and had not escaped along the 
way arrived at Camp O’Donnell, which 
was being used as an internment camp 
for Allied POWs.

“We arrived, everybody just fell 
down to the ground and lay on their 
backs,” Brown said. “That’s all they 
could do.”

Brown spent two years in the 
Philippines as a POW before being 
transferred to a prison camp in Japan, 
where he spent the rest of the war be­
fore being liberated. Throughout, the 
war, his family did not know whether 
or not he was still alive, said his old­
est daughter, Peggy Eoughty. They 
eventually learned that he was alive on 
Easter Day, six months before the end 
of the war.

“It was unbelievable,” Eoughty 
said about learning that her father had 
survived, “ft was a real blessing.”

Brown was taken to a hospital in 
San Francisco, where he was treated 
for a broken back and a broken neck.

“I was never able to practice den­
tistry after that,” he said. Brown went 
back to school, this time at the Univer­
sity of Southern California, where he 
majored in government. He lived and 
worked in California until 2000, until 
he moved to Pinckneyville, Ill. Today, 
Brown lives at a bed and breakfast that 
is owned by Eoughty. He spends much 
of his time doing one of the things he 
loves best: watching sports.

“Anything that happens," Brown said, “you just have to 
learn to adjust to whatever it was.”


