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ADA House of Delegates

President’s Address
and Administrative
Matters

Jim Smith, DDS

I requested to be assigned to this committee because
the issue of Governance was on their agenda. When talk
of reducing the size of the Councils and Commissions,
the House of Delegates (HOD), and the Board of
Trustees (BT), was invited, the mood of the HOD seemed
clearly in favor of downsizing. The more we talked about
it, the more it became evident that cutting the numbers
was fine as long as you don’t cut my numbers. As it
turned out, the HOD ducked the issue until 2003, and, in
spite of our Trustee, Bob Brandjord’s and others’ efforts,
we were unable to give any direction to the BOT in favor
of reduction or expansion.

Some things require a simple majority and others are
constitutional changes requiring a 2/3 majority, and there
is no way that 2/3 of the delegates will agree to any of
the proposed plans. We are right back where we started,
and we need to move on.

We also spent a fair amount of time on campaign
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finance reform, and some other housekeeping measures.

All things considered, I was disappointed that the HOD
did not move forward on the expansion-reduction
questions, but I was very pleased to see the
overwhelming support for Give Kids a Smile and Direct
Reimbursement. This resulted in a slight dues increase,
but these are very worthwhile programs.

As always, I enjoy the politics of the House of
Delegates, and I am honored to be your representative.

Legislative Matters

Ed Vigna, DDS

The 143rd was another successful Annual Session. The
business of your association was handled efficiently and
effectively. The House used good judgment and fiscal
restraint as we continued to maintain a strong member
driven association. Jim Bramson continues to be a strong
and visionary Executive Director and is making sound
changes for the ADA.

My specific assignment was to report on Legal and
Legislative matters. LEGAL matters consisted of some
routine Bylaws changes along with one of the most
debated issues of the entire section, an amendment to the
ADA Code of Ethics addressing sexual relationships

Continued on next page.
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between Dentists and their patients. As you can imagine
this brought out all kinds of concerns ranging from
inappropriate unprofessional behavior to Dentist patient
relationships that lead to successful marriages. This is a
serious issue and we passed, by 89% the following
resolution.  “Dentists should avoid interpersonal
relationships that could impair their professional judgment
or risk the possibility of exploiting the confidence placed
in them by a patient.” This was sound action and
somewhat over due as we were one of the last of many
profession ie. Medicine, Law, etc. to include such
language in their Code of Ethics.

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS consisted of the following.
Support for federal legislation to facilitate the formation of
association health plans and encourage constituent dental
societies to support state legislation that establishes high-
risk health insurance pools. Lobby on the federal level to
restructure and improve the oversight of Federally
Qualified Health Centers. The concerns were who
qualifies to be treated and how the providers are
compensated. Many of the concerns were referred to the
appropriate Association agency for further study. We also
directed the ADA to work to enact federal legislation to
enhance the federal Medicaid match to 90/10 for dental
care. Relating to federal education educational loans a
resolution was passed to lobby allowing federal
educational loans to be refinanced more then once. “The
Consolidation Student Loan Flexibility Act of 2002” which
eliminates the “single payer rule”, but does not address
the ability to refinance more then once. The final two
resolutions related to third party payers. The first was that
the Association pursue federal and state legislation or
regulation to require self-funded and insured dental
benefit plans to provide in the explanation of benefits the
name, degree, license number, and direct phone number
of the licensed dentist or of any other individual who
makes the final decision involved in accepting or rejecting
the dental claim. The last issue was in opposition to
mandated managed care participation. “Resolve that the
American Dental Association is opposed to linking dental
participation in publicly funded dental benefit plans with
mandatory participation in a managed care plans, and be
it further resolved that the American Dental Association
Legal Division examine whether or not grounds exist to

pursue litigation on forced participation contracts.”

I am pleased to inform you that none of the actions
related to this section had a financial implication, in other
words none of these actions were outside the normal
operating budget of the association and did not contribute
to a dues increase.

New Orleans is an interesting city with a wide range of
entertainment, and dining options. This unique and
interesting city was an attractive location and the
attendance was good. I'm sure those of you that attended
had a good time. Hopefully everyone is making plans for
next year in San Francisco.

As always it was an honor and privilege to serve as one
of your delegates. Thank you.

Scientific Matters

Jobn Ablschwede, DDS

This fall found the Vice President of the NDA very
busy learning the ins and outs of organized dentistry. It
all climaxed by attending the National Meeting. During
our time in New Orleans we attended reference
committee meetings, caucases with the tenth district
members, and the House of Delegates. It is amazing to
watch how the little pieces come together to make the
big piece (the ADA) work. My reference committee was
on scientific matters. We basically had three issues;
evidence based dentistry, study of human remains for
forensic and other scientific purposes, and amalgam
waste water issues. Evidence based dentistry is a third
party issue and the council on dental benefits would
look forward to helping the members get the
appropriate benefits for their patients.

The delegates were very good introducing the
beginner to the ins and outs of the House of Delegates.
A lot of activity goes on behind the scenes on the
national level as well as in our own district. There is a
real advantage to having experience to guide the novice.

[ also attended a meeting with Dr. Reinhardt on the
possible expansion of the UNMC Dental School. We met
with North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming to start
a plan to make UNMC into a regional dental school.
With the graying of the professional population, UNMC
is looking for ways to help our surrounding states
without a dental school and get a much needed facelift
at the same time.

Thanks to all who helped me get through the week and
thank you members for allowing me to represent you.

Communication &
Membership Services

Sandra Larson, DDS
What a difference a year can make. Last year the ADA

annual session was held in Kansas City shortly after 9/11. The
number of attendees was down and the anthrax scare was up.

However, this year the atmosphere was much more festive.
New Orleans served as the host city. The keynote speakers —
George Bush, Madeline Albright, and Bob Dole - were
inspirational. And I can’t yet decide whether Tom Bassett or
Jay Leno was the most entertaining.

As an alternate delegate for the NDA, I attended the
reference committee on Communication and Membership
Services. The hot topic from this committee was the “Give
Kids a Smile” National Children’s Dental Access Day. Dentists
across the nation are being asked to provide oral health care
to underserved children on February 21, 2003. This event is to
draw attention to the long-standing shortcomings in national
and local access programs. The ADA will promote this
program through local dental societies, corporate partners,
and a full-page ad in the Sunday New York Times.

Continued on next page.
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Communication (cont.)

If your community or your office will be participating in
this access day, please inform the NDA so that proper
recognition may be given. Tom tells me that he is going to
personally pay for a full-page ad in the Omaha World Herald
in order to acknowledge the wonderful and caring dentists
across the state of Nebraska.

Thank you again for the opportunity to attend the ADA
House of Delegates Meeting. As always, it is an educational
experience.

Budget Committe
g mmuitt
Scott Morrison, DDS

Thank you once again for allowing me the honor to serve
you and the Nebraska Dental Association as an alternate
delegate at the most recent Annual Session of the American
Dental Association in New Orleans. The political process never
ceases to amaze me, both from positive and negative aspects.

I was assigned to serve on the Budget Reference
Committee. My biggest worry for our association is the yearly
increase in dues to fund programs. You will see in your dues
statement there is no exemption from that trend this year.

Membership was our outgoing ADA President’s platform
and we have seen an increase in membership in the past year.
As 1 see it, a continual increase in dues will eventually be rate
limiting to an increase in membership.

We will continue to see concerns in our budget as our
reserves have been reduced to 18 percent of our yearly
budget, not from indiscriminate spending by our association,
but as we have all seen a significant reduction of our
investment income.

Despite budgetary concerns, our association remains
effective and proactive in protecting and improving our
profession by continuing to fund Direct Reimbursement
Programs and actively challenging the insurance industries’
attempts at manipulating dentistry.

If not the ADA looking out for the interests of dentistry,
then who?

Nebraska AGD
Presents...

Ms. Amy Kirsch

“Creating the Exceptional Dental Practice”
January 10, 2003

Holiday Inn, Kearney

Mark your calendars — a great program for the
entire dental team.

For more info contact:
Dr. Steve Wegner At 402/498-0400 or
Julie Berger At 402/476-1704

NDA Staff Prefers Beef:
Caring For Pets Teeth

They can chew through plastic, they can chew through rubber,
and they can chew through your new shoes. But that does not mean
your pet’s teeth are indestructible. Just like you, your pet needs
regular dental care. Without it, they can suffer from all the maladies
that we do, concerning the teeth: bad breath, bleeding gums, tooth
decay and tooth loss. All this can be very painful, and even cause
other, life-threatening diseases.

According to the Veterinary Dental Society, tooth disease is the
leading health problem in dogs and cats. Most cats and dogs develop
gum disease by the time they are three years old. Your veterinarian
should examine your pet annually, to determine if he has tooth or
gum disease.

To keep your pets healthy, practice good dental hygiene every
day. Normal teeth should be clean, white, and smooth with firm pink
gum tissue. It is also important that you schedule an annual visit with
your veterinarian for a thorough exam and professional cleaning.

In between exams, try to brush your pet’s teeth at least once a
week. The best trick is to start with several flavors of toothpaste, and
let him choose one that he likes. Several flavors are available,
including chicken, beef, poultry and fish to name a few. Also, start
brushing his teeth when he is young.

(by Tom Haugh, DVM, Lincoln, “Life Lines Magazine,” Nov.-Dec. 2002)

Effects of Osteoporosis
and Implant Prostheses

On the basis of present studies, implants are not
contraindicated for patients with osteoporosis, according to a
study in The International Journal of Periodontics and Restorative
Dentistry, June 2002.

Researchers at the Istituto Stomatologico Italiano, Milan, Italy,
conclude that implant prostheses may be used in patients who
have osteoporosis, provided that patients’ bone manifestation is
regularly monitored and pharmacologic treatment is accurately
administered.

Researchers Andrea Bianchi, MD, DMD, and Francesco
Sanfilippo, DDS, write that some researchers have suggested a
possible correlation between mandibular bone loss and
osteoporosis, demonstrating that patients with the systemic
disease are more prone to edentulousness than healthy people.

Even though some studies reported a decrease of bone mineral
density was accompanied by higher risk of tooth loss, the authors
say it is not yet possible to outline a definitive conclusion about
how osteoporosis influences periodontal disease or the process of
bone crest resorption in the edentulous mandible.

They say the reduction in bone tissue is largely influenced by
a combination of factors, including the original anatomy of the
maxillary and mandibular bones, the general metabolic condition
of the patient, the age and sex of the patient and the lapse of time
since extraction of the dental elements.

According to the article, the therapeutic possibilities afforded
by the prosthetic rehabilitation of osseointegrated implants are of
great interest.

Bianchi and Sanfilippo write that implant prosthesis treatment
should be undertaken only after a careful morphologic evaluation
of the local condition of the bone substratum. Also taken into
account should be surgical implantation needs and the possible
rehabilitation achievable with a prosthesis.
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Periodontal treatment and
pregnancy complications

Pregnant women who receive treatment for their periodontal
disease can reduce their risk of giving birth to low birth-weight
or pre-term baby, according to researchers in Chile.

In a study of 400 pregnant women aged 18 to 35 with
advanced periodontal disease, half of the subjects were given
periodontal treatment before the end of the second trimester,
while the other half were treated after giving birth.

Treatment included scaling and root planning, instruction in
good oral hygiene habits and antimicrobial mouth rinse for
daily use. About 18 percent of the women in the treatment until
after birth had either a low birth-weight or pre-term baby.

Of the women who received treatment during pregnancy, 2
percent game birth to either a low birth-weight or pre-term
infant. By comparison, 10 percent of the women who did not
receive treatment until after birth had either a low birth-weight
or pre-term baby.

The study results are consistent with previous research
establishing a link between advanced gum disease and pre-term
deliveries when bacteria from the mother's mouth travel
through the bloodstream to the placenta and fetus, possibly
stimulating pre-term labor.

The results of the study from the University of Chile were
published in the August 2002 issue of the journal of
Periodontology.

Caries in Primary Teeth
Predict Future Decay

Children with tooth decay in their primary dentition
are nearly three times more likely to have decay in their
permanent teeth, according to an eight-year study
conducted in China.

In 362 Chinese children aged 3 to 5 years at the time
of the 1992 baseline study, 85 percent who had had
caries in their primary molars showed at least one
decayed permanent tooth in a follow-up examination in
2000. In contrast, 83 percent of the children who
exhibited no caries in their primary teeth remained
decay-free until at least age 12.

The authors of the study suggest that children with
caries in their primary dentition should be considered
high-risk cases for decay in permanent teeth, increasing
the importance of dental sealants and fluoride treatments
for decay prevention.

The recommendation is consistent with a recent
recommendation from the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention calling for broader community
efforts to reduce tooth decay by extending water
fluoridation and dental sealants to more children and
adults.

The results of the Chinese study were published in the
August 2002 issue of the Journal of Dental Research.

Wasconsin Community Health Centers...

A

i Oferig a t | of Opportunities

Want more than just a job? Then move to the
“vacation" state of the Midwest. Wisconsin
Centers are recruiting dentists at competitive
compensation packages (salary guarantees
generally starting at $80K). Some offer
incentives for education, experience, or
productivity. Most sites qualify for the National
Health Service Corps Loan Repayment
Program. Centers are modern, well-staffed
facilities serving people in health professional
shortage and medically underserved areas.
Make your practice count, join Wisconsin's
Community Health Centers.

For more information contact:
Wisconsin Primary
Health Care Association
(608) 277-7477
wphca@wphca.org
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FOR SALE:

Curing Light - $125

Cephalometic Collimator with head holder - $450
Unitek Orthostudy Articulator - §175

Cabinets wall mount - $25 each

A/T 2000 XR Airtechniques film processor
Bracket trays with bracket arm -- $50 each
Dental chairs (2) - $500 each

Olympus SmartMedia Color Printer P330N - $300
Unitek Ortho Spot Welder - $250

Intra Oral Camera with TV Out - $500

Fuji Digital Macro Camera - $250

Phillips Intra Oral X-ray Machine

Lincoln 402/423-3111

DENTIST PERFECT TEETH is seeking Senior Dentists in Arizona,
Colorado and New Mexico with a compensation range of $90,000
to $200,000. Successful private or group experience required.
Salary with bonus package, plus benefits that include health
insurance, 401(k), malpractice, professional dues, and continuing
education. Also seeking Associate Dentists with compensation
range $75,000 to $95,000. Specialist opportunities also available
for part-and-full time Ortho, Perio, Oral Surgery, and Endo
disciplines with exceptional compensation. Call Dr. Mark Bimer
at 303/691-0680, fax your resume to 303/691-1874, or mail your
resume to 3801 E. Floriday Ave., Suite 508, Denver, CO 80210 or
e-mail us at www bdms-perfecteeth.com

NEBRASKA & IOWA ASSOCIATE/PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES - [owa opportunities include: Council Bluffs
(20 minutes from Omaha); Missouri Valley (30 minutes from
Omaha); Logan (45 minutes from Omaha); Woodbine (60 minutes
from Omaha). Nebraska opportunities include: Omaha; Gretna
(15 minutes from Omaha). Great opportunity to gain diagnostic,
clinical and treatment planning proficiency, tap 20 years
experience from senior doctors, earn an income of $75,000 to
$§175,000 and learn the business of dentistry. Contact: Jeffrey
Garvey, DDS, Midlands Dental Center, 214 East Erie Street,
Missouri Valley, 1A 51555 or call (712)642-4136 (ask for Jean)

GP, SOUTHWEST NEBRASKA. Gross $284K, 4 days/week. 4 ops.
NE1834. Call Peter Mirabito DDS, Precise Consultants,
dentalsales.com. 1-800-307-2537.

GP, SOUTHWEST NEBRASKA. Buy in/buy out. Gross $493k. 4
ops. NE3081. Call Peter Mirabito DDS, Precise Consultants,
dentalsales.com. 800-307-2537.

GP, CENTRAL NEBRASKA. Gross $698K, 4-1/2 days/week. FFS.
5 ops, stand-alone building also for sale. NE1812. Call Peter
Mirabito DDS, Precise Consultants, dentalsales.com. 800-307-2537.

GP, SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA. Gross $300k. Information
pending. Call Peter Mirabito DDS, Precise Consultants,
dentalsales.com. 800-307-2537.

IMMEDIATE OPPORTUNITY Associate with opportunity to buy
into a 3-doctor practice. Northeastern MN location. 25 yr. Old
vibrant, general, family, “fee for service” practice. Excellent
opportunity to step in, and be busy from day one. Work with an
experienced, capable staff. Newly remodeled office, 8 operatories,
modern, computerized practice. Abundant outdoor recreation,
regional medical center, safe environment, quality schools, low
stress lifestyle.

This opportunity could be ideal for a dental couple.

Attn: Dr. David Perell, 411 East Howard Street, Hibbing, MN
55746, evening 218-262-5801, Day, 218-263-8381, drp@2z.net

CRESTED BUTTE, COLORADO  Practice dentistry in the
Colorado Rockies! Skiing, snowmobiling, hunting, fishing, hiking,
kayaking, riding and more!l Work as much or as little as you like;
in ALL phases of dentistry. Wonderful active community! Great
schools! Small town living! Asking 5450,000. Price includes 2 story
building and practice: well equipped, well cared for 2 operatory
dental office with great views of the mountains; downstairs is 2
BD/1B apt rental. Need new dentist by January, 2003. The town
needs you!! Call Dr. Gentry @ 970-349-5755 or 970-209-2324 or e-
mail gentry@rmi.net.

GP, OMAHA, NEW LISTING. Gross $640k. Well established.
Doctor retiring. NE7463. Call Peter Mirabito DDS, Precise
Consultants, dentalsales.com. 800-307-2537.

WE HAVE GONE DIGITAL and have a 5 year old AT-2000 film
preessor and older GE Panalipse for sale. For further info please
contact Dr. Braasch at 308-381-4995.

ACTIVE ORTHODONTIC PRACTICE IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE!
$600k last year's gross. A trained statf will stay. Modern equipment.
Great living conditions! Great family —area, Many recreational
facilities, Modern golf courses, Terrific hospital and physician
complex, Airport, Lots of hunting and fishing, Two hours from
Omaha. Give us a call Monday through Friday, after 9:00 a.m.
Phone No. (402) 371-1610. Practice of Dr. Dave Fredrick, Norfolk,
Nebraska.

FOR SALE:

Adee cart — no number

Pelton Crane Chairs — Dr. Chair, dental chair & assistant chair
Fiberoptic hanpieces & units

Drs. Chair

Assistant Chair

Midwest shorty w/straight shank & latch attachment — 1
Midwest traditions — 2

Centra Slow speed w/straight shank & latch attachment
Micro shank attachment for Disposable prophy angle

2 x-ray units — Lumix 70 II

intrex w/Ceph attachment

Pelton Crane overhead light — 1

Pentamix — Espe

Whip-mix

Triad II

Pro-form Vacu-form

Red Wing bench grinder

Buffalo vibrator

Intra Oral camera (Reveal) w/printer, 3 monitors, 2 wonds
Electrosurge — Sensimatic

Elepar Tri-light

Caulk Vari-mis II Amalgamator

Optilux Demtro Curing Light

Unitek soldering unit

Jamie J. Sasek, D.D.S., P.C.
2308 Stone Creek Loop South
Lincoln, NE 68516

(402) 420-0200 (H)

(402) 423-1616 (W)

(402) 694-1468 (Cell)

DENTAL CLINIC located in Rapid City, SD is seeking a Dentist to
provide care to the local population. Clinic is privately owned and
situated in the beautiful Black Hills of South Dakota. Graduation
from an accredited School of Dentistry required. Current
unencumbered dental license in the state of South Dakota, or the
ability to obtain licensure in South Dakota required. Competitive
wages and benefits. Please send CV/Resume.

All ads with an NDA box number should be mailed to:
Nebraska Dental Association
NDA Box #=
3120 “O" Sweer » Lincoln NE 68510

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS: Must be submitted in typewritten form. Indicate
the number of issues in which the ad is to be published. Rates for NDA Members (per
issue): $9.00 for 30 words or less; 30 cents for cach additional word. For replies to
NDA box number, an additional $1.00. For non-NDA Members add fifty percent to
these rates. Classified Ads can appear on the NDA's website for an additional $5 per month.
NOTE: advanced payment for classified ads MUST accompany order. For Display
Adventising rate card, contact the NDA office. Send classified ad with remittance to:

Nebraska Dental Association e 3120 “O” Street  Lincoln NE 68510

DEADLINE: Three weeks before publication.

The inclusion of an advertisement in any NDA publication does not
imply endorsement of the product or services, and NDA reserves the right
to refect any advertisement for any reason.
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Thanks to Prodenco Group,
more and more dentists are switching to Captek.™
And why shouldn’t they? Captek offers uncompromising
strength, gorgeous esthetics and unprecedented health benefits,
while Prodenco delivers the highest quality work, fantastic service and an
unmatched reputation. So call Prodenco for Captek today. And see why
dentists all over Nebraska are changing their state of mind.

£)pradence (402) 551-5954

DENTAL
/ 9"'""! LABORATORIES

www.captek.com
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