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Holland Bushner 
From: Ken Wise 
Re: March 12 meeting

Be i t  ever so la te , here i t  i s ,  my report (in  writing) o f 
our March meeting with His Excellency N eville Kanakaratne, 
Ambassador o f Ceylon.

Attendance was 105, with 51 o f  these being d irectly  
credited to  the Omaha Committe—2% members and th eir guests* The 
remainder were members o f  the s ta ff o f  the Midwest Conference on 
World A ffa irs  and the 30-some diplomats and government o f f ic ia ls  
we and Kearney State College host at th is banqueteeach spring.

His E xcellency's announced top ic was disarming 
International Problems.

Present

fresh
But h is treatment was stim ulating, 

and hear h is experience and erudition co
cr isp ,

bining in  the best possib le manner reviewed fo r  us the fading
o f  the postwar era o f  b ip o la rity  and put in  a plug fo r  the United 
Nations and peaceful coexistence. He became more intriguing in  
cautions he posed about trying to create the non-West in  the west* 
image: "The technological world is  not necessarily  our choice; 
we are hesitant; we might not in du stria lize  in  the same way and 
obviously not at the same r a t e . . . .  The non-West, i f  tolerated , 
permitted to go i t s  own way, may have ideas to o ffe r  the West, 
a d iffe ren t set o f  va lues." He observed ^reminded the audience)

was a v irg in  land and Americans imported values o f
In the non-West the land is  fa r from v irg in  and 

a well-form ed set o f  contrasting values obtains. One o f the more 
novel observations was that "the age o f  a diplom at's being s ilen t

Western Europe

is  past; being quiet has
widely

now we must speak
course, was addressed tohlais colleagues in  the

diplom atic corps in  the audience

One o f  the questions asked was whether the Nixon v is i t  to 
China constituted a lo s s  o f  U. S . face in  Asia. He answered: The 
v is i t  looked good in  your eyes and i t  was okay in  Peking's eyes; 
why worry; you 're more r e a lis t ic  than the rest o f  the world anyway; 
get on with your business.

Hope I have communicated some o f  my enthusiasm fo r  the 
Ambassador. I know our members w ill not soon forget him.


