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DEAN JAMES A. DOYLE

In retrospect, the career of a man of distinction will often seem
pre-ordained in the progression of responsibilities which has so
well fitted him for that ultimate challenge of leadership. Dean
James A. Doyle, in the interval between college graduation and
the initiation of legal studies, early forecast his dedication to edu-
cation in assuming the position of principal ard superintendent of
Thomas County, Nebraska, High School.

Proceeding directly from his associate editorship of the Ne-
braska Law Review and commencement from Nebraska Law School
to the invaluable, if less formal, graduate study opportunities of a
clerkship with U.S. Court of Appeals Judge J. W. Woodrough, the
Dean added to his qualifications the experience of intimate partici-
pation in the adjudicatory process.

His formal return to the academic milieu as a member of the
faculty of Nebraska Law School, early interrupted by a year’s leave
of absence for graduate study at Harvard Law School and then
shortly thereafter suspended by America’s entry into the second
World War, afforded Dean Doyle the occasion to observe and then
master the still somewhat esoteric procedures of administrative
law. As regional counsel and ultimately Associate General Coun-
sel of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, the Dean acquired a
taste for and expertise in this ever-expanding area of law.

Ultimately persuaded, in 1948, to leave the excitement of a pol-
icy-making position in the Federal Government to undertake the
often frustrating problems of leading legal education at a private
university during and after the post-war transitional period, James
A. Doyle became the fourth Dean of Creighton University Law
School. If the Dean’s first obligation was always to the law school,
he was no less aware that the teacher in a professional school must
himself always be a professional, and during the period of his dean-
ship he has achieved a national reputation as an arbitrator and legal
consultant on dairy co-operatives.
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His pioneer work in the areas of Legal Aid and Juvenile Court
programs in Omaha and Nebraska represents an immense contri-
bution, and admirably illustrates the responsibility which every
member of the legal profession owes to public service.

Perhaps the least-recognized but most illuminating aspect of a
dean’s dedication is his sacrifice to his other obligations of those
hours that might otherwise be spent so delightfully in the class-
room. In the past 22 years Dean Doyle has more than once relin-
quished a cherished subject to attract or retain the services of
other faculty members. Such a spirit of self-denial accounts in no
little part for the respect and affection in which the faculty holds
the Dean.

But the ultimate justification of a man’s career must be the
product of his labors, measured in this case by the success of his
students, present and past, who hold him in such high esteem and
who have departed from Creighton Law School to contribute so
meaningfully to the legal profession in the State of Nebraska and
elsewhere. It is their achievement, present and future, which must
constitute the most enduring tribute to Dean James A. Doyle.

Wwm. J. BaIrp,

President, Nebraska State
Bar Association
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" The opportunity to share in a most appropriate tribute by the
Creighton Law Review to Dean James A. Doyle is for me a distinct
honor. The man of whom I speak makes this privilege an honor
in itself, but the calibre of those with whom I am fortunate to share
this experience even enhances it. -

_ Although I have had the pleasure of frequent association with
Dean Doyle since graduation from Creighton, my respect and ad-
miration of him has been strengthened, not gained, by this contact.
It began long before my student days were over.

My years at Creighton Law School spanned the middle of Dean
Doyle’s tenure as Dean. At that time I could see the fruition of his
- program of a sound basic legal education combined with continued
updating of the curriculum to meet the needs of our expanding and
changing society. During this time—the late 1950’s—these changes
were well under way. In addition to the time honored courses in
Contracts, Torts, Criminal Law, Evidence, Civil Procedure (which
Dean Doyle taught so well) and the like, courses such as Jurispru-
dence, Family Law, Labor Law and Natural Resources were offered
to keep pace with the legal developments at that time. And since
then, I have witnessed a constant study and evaluation of the cur-
riculum with resultant addition of courses in Commercial Law, In-
ternational Law, Legal Ethics, Legislation and Social Legislation,
as well as seminars in Counselling Business Associations and Legal
Philosophy, all of which evidence Dean Doyle’s deep concern that
the Creighton student be exposed to those areas of the law that will
best equip him to go out and serve the needs of today’s complex so-
ciety.

Equal to his professional ability was the character of the man.
Everything he did demonstrated total dedication to his students.
He treated every student, from freshman to senior, in a manner
which showed his respect not only for them but for the profession
they were aspiring to. In this way he motivated the student to give



1970] DEDICATION TO DEAN DOYLE 199

his best effort in what we all know is a demanding, frustrating, but
rewarding three years of plain hard work.

Dean Doyle had a genuine warmth and understanding that
made every student feel free to consult him on any matter, even
indirectly related to his law studies. His integrity and objectivity
made every student realize and appreciate that the school was
being administered to further his best interests in a fair and im-
partial way and thus he “knew where he stood.”

The professional achievements of the Creighton graduates of
my time as well as those before and since are sufficient testimonial
to the excellence of Dean Doyle’s guidance during their formative
years. We thank him once again and wish him well in his future
endeavors.

JaMEes A. BUCKLEY
Judge

Fourth Judicial District
Nebraska District Court
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It is most fitting and appropriate that the Creighton Law Re-
view has chosen to pay tribute to the Dean of their fine school of
law, James A. Doyle. This tribute comes not only as an honor to
him in that capacity as Dean, but additionally as a most sincere
expression of the high regard and affection that his fellow col-
leagues have for him. I consider it a privilege to be able to join in
paying this tribute as merely a small token of my esteem for Dean
Doyle. He has distinguished himself and his college, not only in his
capacity as Dean, but also as an outstanding citizen of his com-
munity.

Dean Doyle was born in Thedford, Nebraska, where he lived
during his youth and was graduated from Thomas County High
School. In 1924, he received his Ph.B. from The Creighton Univer-
sity and in 1933 he graduated cum laude and Order of the Coif
from the College of Law at the University of Nebraska. During the
interim period, Dean Doyle was Principal and Superintendent of
Thomas County High School before deciding to enter the College of
Law.

Upon graduation, Dean Doyle served as law clerk for the Hon-
orable J. W. Woodrough, Judge, United States Court of Appeals, un-
til 1935. From 1936 until 1945 he taught at the University of Ne-
braska College of Law, achieving the rank of full professor in 1942,
In that year he also received his LL.M. from Harvard. During his
tenure here as a professor of law, Dean Doyle found time in his ex-
tremely busy career to serve as Assistant Revisor on the Nebraska
Statute Commission from 1941-1943, and as regional attorney for
the United States Department of Agriculture in Lincoln and Chi-
cago.

In 1945, Dean Doyle left the teaching profession to serve as
Associate Solicitor for the United States Department of Agricul-
ture and as Special Assistant to the United States Attorney Gen-
eral, Anti-Trust Division. However, his love for teaching soon took
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precedence and in 1948 he was named Dean and Professor of Law
at The Creighton University School of Law, where he has remained
for twenty-two years. During this time he has also served as a Law
Arbitrator in the middle-west, and as counsel for a number of
farmers’ marketing and supply cooperatives in Nebraska and ad-
joining states, becoming a specialist in law relating to farmers’
cooperatives and federal milk marketing orders. Addtionally, he
served as president of the Omaha Legal Aid Society from 1965-67.

The accomplishments of this outstanding individual readily
demonstrate his abilities, not only as an attorney and professor, but
as a man and a citizen. The conclusions to be drawn therefrom are
self-evident; I shall not belabor the point and become obtrusive.
The extent to which The Creighton University School of Law has
grown and expanded during the years that James Doyle has been
Dean is itself a tribute to him. Regardless of how much effort is
forthcoming in future years by future deans, the stature of this
legal institution owes much to the ability and efforts of this one
man. It is with the utmost delectation that I join in this lasting
tribute to James Doyle. He may rest assured that his colleagues
will always hold him in the highest esteem.

HenrY M. GRETHER

Dean, College of Law
University of Nebraska
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I first encountered Dean Doyle’s smile in my office about two
years ago. We were going to talk about the law school budget. I
had met him before and I'm sure we exchanged pleasantries around
campus. But I know that, until our first business meeting, I had
never encountered Dean Doyle, the administrator and the man.
As I went through my usual preliminary statements about the
budget, I began to notice the smile forming in front of me. The
smile said, “I’ve heard it all before, and I'm preparing my response,
be ready for it.” I made a mental note to pay attention to the smile
whenever I spoke to him. I learned more that day about the law
school, its relationship to the University, and about Dean Doyle, the
man and administrator, than I was prepared for.

I wonder how many students, faculty, and colleagues have had
that same encounter with his smile. It is a pleasure to deal with a
man with a smile and it’s a challenge to deal with a smile that says
the man has things in perspective and is prepared for anything. '

In this quiet, unassuming way, Dean Doyle has inserted him-
self into the life of the University and the community. For 22
years this man has dedicated so much of his professional life to
Creighton that only the dedication of the next generation of lawyers
and the development of the new law center could be fitting tributes.
We are delighted and fortunate that he has chosen to remain active
with us.

CLEMENT J. ScHNEIDER, S.J.

Acting President,
Creighton University
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It is with great pleasure that I write to express my appreciation
to Dean James Doyle for his long and valuable contributions to
legal education. I have had the Iprivil'ege of sitting as a student in
his class, working with him as a decanal colleague, and enjoying his
acquaintance as a friend. It is hard, as always, to realize that his
period of active service is about to terminate, but it is not hard to
look back at that record of service and realize the satisfication
which he is entitled to feel.

If I am forced to speak briefly, let me recall two things which
perhaps stand out in his work. The first is a matter of personal
characteristics, the second, a matter of professional dedication.

As a person, Jim’s capacity for warmth, for friendly relations,
and for genuine concern with individual needs is an outstanding
trait. He is given, not to cursory attention to the problems of stu-
dents or colleagues, but rather to a kind of personal involvement
which characterizes the true friend. He manages, somehow, to
share difficulties, to provide wise counsel without being didactic,
and to help isolate causes of problems and remedies which can be
successful. He is a man one likes to know.

On the professional side, it is hard to imagine a person with
greater dedication to professional responsibility. His understand-
ing of the values of personal integrity, ethical conduct, and law as
an institution designed to protect and enhance personal freedom,
gives him that stability of purpose so necessary in today’s society.

For these, and many other reasons, I join his many friends in

expressing my congratulations to Jim Doyle on the job he has done,
and many best wishes for the future.

ALpaN F. SMITH
Vice-President for

Academic Affairs

The University of Michigan
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The resignation of Dean James A. Doyle came as a surprise to
many of us even though we should, no doubt, have been aware of its
inevitability. For to so many of us the Creighton Law School is
Dean Doyle; it is not easy to separate the two after so many years
of association.

I would be less than honest in stating that Dean Doyle has
worked under ideal working conditions (has any Dean?); that he
has not had his fair share of problems that invariably plague an
administrator. Yet in the period that I have known Dean Doyle he
has never let the burdens of his office keep him from the task
that he performed so well: the production of competent and quali-
fied legal graduates. He has accorded me, as the junior faculty
member, every possible consideration in making my first year
of teaching an enjoyable one. For this and many other favors, I
am indebted to him.

As dreams of an exciting future for Creighton and the pro-
posed law center are materializing, it is, I submit, most fitting that
all of us pause a moment and join together in thanking Dean Doyle
for his outstanding contributions to our school and, at the same
time, promise ourselves to work harder for the goal that Dean
Doyle’s career symbolizes: the betterment of the Creighton Univer-
sity School of Law as an institution.

RonaLp R. VOLKMER
Assistant Professor of Law,
Creighton University
School of Law



