
Another Day
By all rights, Fr. Bernard (Quilty) should be dead. He is an American
priest, serving on the missions in Brazil.
Recently he returned for the usual three-year rest period and medical
checkup. A very dangerous heart condition was discovered. One of the
large arteries had become blocked. Unless this could be corrected, he
would die within a few months.
The doctors decided upon open-heart surgery. A vein was stripped from
his leg and inserted in the heart to take the place of the blocked artery.
To complicate matters, Fr. Bernard developed pneumonia and had a recurrence
of malaria and jaundice, the ancient enemies of missionaries to tropical lands
What makes his case so remarkable is that, during his stay in the hospital
after the surgery, his heart stopped over 100 times! Each time the
doctors, using modern medical techniques, were able to get it started
again. Incredibly, Fr. Bernard recovered and is on his way back to his
beloved missions. No one knows what the results of this operation will
be on a long-term basis. That's in the hands of God.
Poised, as it were, during his recuperation after the surgery, between
life and death, Fr. Bernard has this to say: "I have come to realize that
each new day that comes to me is a gift from God. I am going to try to
use each of these days as wisely and as well as I can." These last
words contain, I believe, an important lesson for us all.
Each morning, as we awake from sleep, and see the dawning sun begin its
fiery orbit through the sky, we can say to ourselves: "Be glad and rejoicel
For God has given me:
1) Another day of hope: to see the beauty of the world around me, the
light of the sun and the moon, the loveliness of the fields and the hills;
Another day to hear the voices of friends and to speak heart-to-heart
with those whom I love:
Another day to do my part in making others around me happy and making
this a better world in which to live;
Another day to share the little joys of living: a cup of coffee and
conversation with a friend; the satisfaction of a task well done; the
joy of an unexpected visit; moments of laughter.
2) God has given me:
Another day to develop the seed of grace which I have received from
His bounty;
Another day to live under the guidance of God's Holy Spirit;
Another day to love Christ and to make him loved by others;
Another day, with the help of God's grace, to fulfill the special
work in life he has given me to do;
Another day to show my love for those around me, for the members of my
family, my community, my fellow workers and those who come to me for help;
3) God has given me:
Another day of courage: to offer in union with the sufferings of Christ
the sufferings and pains and sorrows which this day may bring;
Another day to be patient and tolerant with the faults and weaknesses
of others;
Another day to listen patiently to the complaints of the infirm and
the aged;
Another day to bear the burdens of community life; giving cheerfully
of my time and my love to all
God has given me Another Day to accept the inevitable heartaches of



life; the death of loved ones, accidents, ill health.
All these opportunities are contained in the blessing of another day,
which God in his goodness alots to my life span. Make the most of them
to grow in Hope - Love - and Courage. God grant you many "Another Day.
Father Walfrid, O.F.M. â€” St. Josephâ€™s Hill Infirmary Eureka, Missouri 63025



Dear Jeffery:
I WOULD APPRECIATE
The Return of this print
when lt Has Served lts
purpose... Every Good wish.
Bro. Roch
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