FABLES

WITH WOOD-ENGRAVINGS BY
BORIS ARTZYBASHEFF



Aesop’s Fables

EDITED AND ILLUSTRATED
WITH WOOD ENGRAVINGS BY

BORIS ARTZYBASHEFF

New York
THE VIKING PRESS |,

1945



SECOND PRINTING OCTOBER 1938
THIRD PRINTING NOVEMBER 1942
FOURTH PRINTING JUNE 1945

PUBLISHED BY THE VIKING PRESS
COPYRIGHT 1933 BY BORIS ARTZYBASHEFF
PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BY THE HADDON CRAFTSMEN

DISTRIBUTED IN CANADA BY
THE MACMILLAN COMPANY OF CANADA, LTD.



Introduction

Nothing historically definite is known about Aesop, but
whether he was an actual or a mythical figure, there are cer-
tain definite traits and characteristics attributed to him
which are quite generally agreed upon. In his person he
was extremely deformed, with a hunched back, a long mis-
shapen head, a flat nose; and with a complexion so swarthy
that his very name was derived from it. He was supposedly
a Greek slave who had been bought and sold several times,
and it was in the course of his travels, the various predica-
ments in which he found himself and his reactions to them,
that he gained the reputation for having great wisdom and
a mighty wit. It is supposed that like Socrates, he suffered
for his wisdom by being murdered and in his death attained
immortality. Such is the legend of Aesop.

The fables contained in this book were selected from the
Croxall edition of 1722 and the James edition of 1848. In
editing them an attempt has been made to combine these
two translations. For instance, Croxall’s translation con-
tains a dry humor sometimes quite lacking in the James
translation; and again, the other way around depending
upon the fable. Then there are times when James is more
descriptive and shows a much livelier imagination; and then
too, quite the other way around. These differences appear
in almost every fable, so that in combining the imagination
and humor of both men in each fable we may have given
them alivelier and gayer interpretation. However, perhaps
“too much cunning overreaches itself”!

NEW YORK CITY, JULY 27, 1933 Boris Artzybasheff
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Seven Simeons

BY BORIS ARTZYBASHEFF

This is an old Russian folktale.

It is the story of the great King Douda, than whom
there was never a king wiser, or richer, or stronger.
And never a king more handsome.

It is the story, too, of seven brothers who lived
peaceably within the realms of King Douda. They lived
so modestly that few people realized their abilities:
that one could build a tower higher than the clouds in
the twinkling of an eye, that another could build a ship
that would sail in a single week where an ordinary
vessel would take ten years. Four of the other Simeons
were capable of equally great accomplishments. The
seventh was loath to tell of his.

Now more than anything else in the world Kirfg
Douda wanted a Princess whose beauty was worthy of
his own. So he rewarded six of the seven Simeons
handsomely and set them to work to find a Queen for
the kingdom. The seventh brother, however, was
locked in a dark, damp place.

But without the seventh Simeon the ofher six would
have served the great King Douda’s purpose in vain.

THE VIKING PRESS - NEW YORK CITY



