
Markoe file
Baird - Huguenots

Volt 1.

fn. Some French Protestants wont to the islands of 
other nationalties, A Count Crequi, according to the 
tradition of the Markoe family, left Francia with a 
number of followers, shortly before the Revocation of 
Edict of Nantes, and sailed for the West" Indies. Several 
of the vessels that carried then were destroyed by a 
hurricane, but two, on board of which were Crequi himself 
and his friend Marcou, said to have been a native of 
Montbeliard, in Franche-Comte, finally reached Santa 
Cruz, where with their fellow passengers, they settled, 
and became subjects of Denmark, they had large planta­
tions and lived as a distinct community, interrmarrying • 
for several generations. .About the middle of the last 
century Abraham Marcou came to Philadelphia and estab­
lished himself in that city. He took prominent part 
in the American Revolution and in 1774 formed the first 
company of volunteer cavalry originating in Pennsylvania.

(( Note/: There weren’t any Danes on Santa Cruz/St. Croix 
before the year 1733 - and the Edict of Nantes was revoked 
in 1685. Markoe geneology says Abraham born in 1720 
on Santa Cruz - this at time when it was ’’empty” of all 
but fa small settlement of renegades, mostly English 
woodcutters. It is, possible that Crequi/Markoes were 
"wrecked” on S.C. and Abraham born there, but not under 
Danes at time. Family legend says 3 Markoe brothers in 
the landing; came ashore at Fair Plain. )) FL. ((There 
were also Markoes on Virgin Gorda & St. Eustatius in this 
early period)).

Baird says that in 1686-7-8 many Huguenots began to leave 
the French islands for English & Dutch ones as the French 
King sent out an Edict to prosecute them. The order came 
to Count de Blenac, Gov-Gen. This pretty much began to 
depopulate Fr. islands of prosperous people, and in 1688, 
the French relaxed these restrictions & prosecution and 
things eased up on French islands.

(( Possible that Marcous/Crequi did come to St. Croix 
around 1686-8 from Martinique, not directly from France. 
Check maps to see how early Marcou Pt. and other in usages 
of their name show up there. ))
(( check also St. Eustatius maps to see how early Markoe 

, g±XEH plantation shows up - spelling there was Markoe, so 
/1A probably went from St. Croix to St. Eustatius- but not 

provable. )).


