
WAR DEPARTMENT,

the ADJUTANT GENERAL'S office.

1909962

WASHINGTON.

May 16, 1912.

Hon. D. R. Anthony, Jr,,

House of Representatives.

Dear Sir:

Tour letter of May 9 to the Secretary of War, in which you request 

to be adviced of the fasts in connection with the case of Cadet Markoe at 

West Point, having been referred, on the 11th instant, to the Superintendent 

of the Military Academy, I am now instructed by the Secretary of War to in- 

form you of the Superintendent's report there on, under date of May 14, as 

follows:

On February 3rd, 1911, the acting Commandant of Cadets reported to 
the Adjutant, U. S. Military Academy, that he had placed Cadet Markoe, 
4th Clast, in close arrest on the 2d instant for being under the influ- 
ence of Intoxicating liquor between 6:30 and 7:45 p.m., February 1st,  
1911, and enclosed charges and specifications.

Upon the receipt of the papers I conferred with Cadet Markoe who 
admitted the facts as reported. This was the first offense of this 
character that had come to my notice since I assumed the duties of Su- 
perintendent on September lst, 1910,

Believing that there was more or less running off the reservation 
to Highland Falls to obtain liquor, especially by cadets during their 

first year who as candidates attended the preparatory schools in that 
village, and being desirous of breaking up the practice, if possible, 
I gave this case very careful and exhaustive consideration after fur- 
ther and full conference with the acting Commendant of Cadets, the ca- 
det concerned, and other cadets. At first it seemed that one of two 
courses should be taken, either bring the cadet to trial by courtmar- 
tial or accept his resignation, and I so Informed him. Being a minor 
he reported the facts to his father and. received the latter's concent 
to resign#

Satisfied that better results night obtain by appealing to the 
Corps as a whole with this case as an example t which view was concurred 
in by the acting Commandant of Cadets and one of the cadet officers con­
ferred with, who is now the first captain of the Corps, I decided on that 
coursee and I therefore assembled the whole Corps in the gymnasium on



Sunday afternoon February 5th,, 1911, and in the presence of the act- 
ing Commandant of Cadets and the Adjutant of the Academy, I went over 
the whole situation, informed, the Corps what my belief was, pointed 
out the folly of such conduct, emphasised the regulations governing 
such offences, begged them in their own interest to desist, and warned 
them that a continuation of such acts would sooner or later lead to 
their separation from the Academy, and that while they might succeed 

- many times that sooner or later they would be caught. I pointed out 
their duty to them, the disgrace such separation would mean to them 
and their families and advised that now was the time to think of such 
matters, I then called the cadet concerted before me in the presence 
of the entire Corps, told him'that I had concluded to give him a chance, 
earned the Corps that it was not a precedent and asked him if he would 
accept the following: •

^ That he submit his undated resignation with the consent of his 
father, to be forwarded recomending acceptance should he ever he

। known while a cadet to partake of intoxicating liquor, malt or spiritu­
ous, either on or off the West Point reservation, or be found under its 
influence; his class to be a party to this agreement to the extent of 

making it their duty individually and as a whole to inform the authori­
ties should they have knowledge of his so offending while & cadet. He 
accepted the above conditions, his class did, and the next day he hand­
ed in his resignation*

X X X X X

In all fairness to Cadet Markoe the facts relating to his case I be- 
lieve should be held, an they have been here, in confidence.

Very respectfully,

The Adjutant General.


