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June 12th 49Your Excellency,

It is with deep diffidence, that I am writing this letter to you, for

it does no quite seems to be my place, to ask your Excelleney, to permit

humble apostolate of Friendship House to enter your Diocese, not

only with your concent but with your fatherly and princely blessing,

But after my lecture trip to Omaha, last winter, so many priests and promi-

nent lay people asked me to approach you with this request, that I

finally gather up my courage, and sat down to write this letter.

for well do I understand that the first move in cases like these should com

from your Excellency himself. But knowing your fatherly interest in

all your spiritual children, but epecially the least ones, in this case the

Negroes, I permit myself to hope that perhaps our long years in that particu

lar field of the Lay Apostolate,might have weight with you.

It is the rule of our Organisation, to come to a Diocese ONLY with the per-

mission and blessing of its Ordinary. To petition him also to appoint a priest-

moderator, to direct our works from their moral and theological angles. And to 

comply with the definition of Catholic ActiON, which demands such a person

to head all duly accredited works in any given diocese.

Should your Excelleney consider our Friendship House becoming part of the

many charitable works of your diocese, I would be glad to come myself, or

to appoint a representative from our midst to discuss our way of life and

work and to get your Excellency's desire in this matter.



I permit myself also to enclose our Staff Worker pamphlet which will give

you an idea of our aims, goals and way of life.

Whatever your decision, you Excellency, may I beg the alms of your prayers,

and the joy of your blessings.

Most respectfully and sincerely

Catherine De Hueck Doherty




