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President’s Message

I've been
involved in
dentistry in dif-
ferent venues
for 40 vyears
now and | can't
believe it! And
while much
has stayed the
same, particu-
larly the satisfaction | get from the
privilege of providing dental care to
patients, coaching my dental stu-
dents, or helping my faculty with
their academic careers, | recognize
that today's world is much different
than the one in which | began the
practice of dentistry.

=
Dr. Henry St.Germain

When | graduated in 1975, cell-
phones and laptops didn't exist.
Neither did managed care and
corporate dental practice. As |
look forward to dentistry's future
| wonder what the next 40 years
will hold? Today, we have more
technology, tools and evidence-
based information to deliver the
best possible care to our
patients. A healthy, beautiful
smile is the norm for many and
growing awareness of the "oral
health - overall health" connec-
tion reinforces our critical role
as doctors of oral health.

Yet, we've never been more chal-
lenged, as millions of Americans
face barriers to oral health due to
factors such as poverty, geography,
and lack of oral health education.
Only by working together can we
address these issues and ensure
the future of our dental profession.

With our State legislative sessions
completed things have been rela-

tively quiet since February. But you
know what they say about the quiet!
We need to always take every
opportunity to let our patients, col-
leagues, communities, and in partic-
ular our legislators know about all
the good things we do as dentist
members of the NDA for Nebraska's
citizens! | encourage you to be
proactive in becoming mentors for
younger dentists. In your District
meetings and the various CE pro-
grams throughout the State start a
conversation with a young dentist
and if they're not a member of the
NDA tell them about the value of
membership and how we support
our profession of Dentistry.

| have mentioned previously that |
was encouraged by the progress we
made at the 2012 Annual Session
with the HOD approval of the con-
cept of Expanded Function Dental
Auxiliaries. Dr. Jack Wesch and Dr.
Jessica Meeske continue to work
with the Task Force to develop a
plan to make EFDA's (Expanded
Function Dental Auxiliaries) a reality
in Nebraska. They recently present-
ed to our Board of Trustees meeting
on July 12th and also to the Board of
Dentistry on July 13th. Dr. Meeske's
and Dr. Wesch's efforts on our
behalf are appreciated in the inter-
est of providing efficient and quality
dental care to our patients.

With our recent revision of the
Bylaws aligning us with the ADA
Councils we have been attempting
to identify a Chairperson for our new
"CAPIR" (Council on Access,
Prevention, and Interprofessional
Relations) Council. I have
approached a few individuals for

consideration of being the Chair;
however, | am still looking and if you
want to nominate yourself or some-
one else for this position please let
me know? If you have any ques-
tions about the scope of responsibil-
ity for the CAPIR Council please
contact me or David O'Doherty.

It's important that we spend some
productive time discussing ways we
can improve our Annual Session to
increase attendance and to make it
profitable to conduct in the future. At
our Board of Trustees meeting on
July 12th we discussed the value of
establishing an Annual Session
Committee supported by our
bylaws.  This committee would
serve for a longer timeframe than
the usual committee appointments
and provide continuity for planning
the annual session. We have some
volunteers to serve on this commit-
tee already but we are still looking
for additional members who have an
interest in contributing so please
contact me if you are interested in
serving on this committee.

| look forward to seeing many of you
at our District 5 meeting coming up
soon in Grand Island on September
21st and 22nd. In closing | would
like to thank our NDA Executive
Staff and the Officers and Board of
Trustees for their enthusiasm, dedi-
cation and expertise in serving our
association. It's my pleasure fo
serve with you!

Dr. Henry St. Germain
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NDA Tailgate

Save the Date
NDA - ASDA Tailgate
in . Huskers v.
N@ Michigan Q
October 27, 2012
Tailgate begins at Noon

Kickoff at 7 p.m.
Matt Lot

North 8th Street, near pedestrian bridge

|

's

MEMORIAL
STADIUM

Haymarket
Pedy;nstnan "l 'T" Street
Connecfor

As part of the NDAs strategic plan initiative to connect with
and foster the opportunity to mentor dental students, the
NDA is sponsoring the ASDA tailgate on October 27th.

Join us Saturday afternoon before the Husker game!
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Nebraska’s Authority
on the Concepts and Opportunities of...

Dental Sleep Medicine

Multiple Appliance Choices

Logical Protocols

Simplified Reimbursement

Help with starting or improving a program

Call 402-551-5954
or 800-747-5441
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Announcements =

9 DISTRICT MEETING

The 5 District Meeting
will be held Friday,
September 21, 2012
at Riverside Country
Club in Grand Island,
NE. Patrick J!
Sammon, PhD, is a
professor emeritus,
Department of Oral
Health  Science, University of
Kentucky College of Dentistry and has
a joint appointment with the
Department of Physiology, University
of Kentucky College of Medicine. He
is a consultant for the Kentucky
Dental Association Well Being
Committee and is an instructor for the
Federal Law Enforcement and
Counter Drug Task Force Training
Programs. Seminar Title:
Prescription and Over-the-Counter
Drug Abuse: What We Can Do.

A block of hotel rooms has been
reserved at the Fairfield Inn, 805 Allen
Drive, Grand Island, Nebraska, at a
rate of $94.95 per night. To make
reservations call 308-381-8980.

NMOM CE

To receive CE certificates for NMOM
participation, please email Dr. Cork
Taylor at corknpat@bbc.net with
your name, day(s) you worked, and
your mailing address. He will then
send out the CE certificate to you. CE
certificates will only be provided for
those working a full day.

There were two items left behind at
NMOM - (1) a setting light with charg-
ing station; (2) 4 inch trans cure unit
with duct tape on it. If you lost one of

these items, please email Dr. Cork
Taylor at corknpat@bbc.net with
detailed descriptions and he will get
them returned to you.

Save 15% on
ADA Catalog products

Order this brand new, streamlined
publication! Now published annually,
contains codes, descriptors, code
changes, alphabetic index and
searchable CD-ROM. New revision
process features more input from den-
tal organizations for codes that are
more applicable to everyday dentistry.
Features a completely revised diag-
nostic imaging section and new
implant surgical codes.

Save 15% on all ADA Catalog prod-
ucts with campaign code 12907.

Offer expires 12/31/12.

VOLUNTEER DENTISTS
DESPERATELY NEEDED

To help St. Francis Mission Dental
Clinic on the Rosebud Indian
Reservation. The dental clinic is try-

ing to help the 20,000 residents with
limited resources. Please contact Bill.
605.747.2361 or williams@sfmis-
sion.net. Questions you may have
contact me, Bob Hogan, DDS; office
- 402-697-0765; cell - 402-312-0761.

Coliege of Dentistry
Alumni Reunion

The College of Dentistry Alumni
Reunion will be held on Friday,
September 14, 2012, with Dr. Fung
lecturing on effects of Dietary supple-
ments in dental practice. We have an
Alumni Banquet on Friday evening
with recognition of honor classes and
service awards. On Saturday,
September 15, 2012, we have a tail-
gate at the Dental College from 8:00-
10:00 a.m., with guided tour of the
College. If you would like additional
information, please do not hesitate to
contact Dr. Ameku.

IN MEMORY

The NDA would like to extend its sin-
cere sympathy to the families of NDA
members:

Dr. Bernard Moran of Lincoln who
passed away on July 22, 2012;

Dr. Jesse Pollard who passed away
on June 19, 2012, in Eugene, Oregon;
and

Dr. Royce C. Swain, who passed
away on August 2, 2012 and was a
1943 graduate from Creighton.
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From the Trenches

NMOM 2012 is
in the books.
I've attended all
but one since
the beginning
in 2005 and
every year I'm
amazed at the
entire  opera-
tion. It involves
a LOT of work
and my hat's off
to the NMOM Committee and all of the
professioals who gave their time and tal-
ent to help those in need.

David J. O’Doherty

What do you do when you have a
break from NMOM? Go visit the local
attractions. In Alliance, that would be
Carhenge. Jody Cameron insisted
on the opportunity for a “photo op,” so
we drug along Dr. Jim Jenkins for the
photo above. Carhenge is for sale for
those looking for an investment
opportunity. Not that | didn't appreci-
ate Carhenge, but we did take
Highway 2 back home to Lincoln and
drove through the beautiful Sandhills.

Mandatory Reporting

| had an interesting question come in
recently. If you were in a car accident in
another state, do you have to report that
to the State? Great question. First, to
have even remembered that the manda-
tory reporting requirement may have
applied to this situation was admirable.

My initial though was no because |
know that mandatory reporting was pri-
marily concerned with a credential hold-
ers ability to practice effectively. So
would reporting a car accident apply?
As it often turns out . . . it depends.

I've reprinted the entire Mandatory
Reporting statute on page 12. Check
out (1)(c)(vii) “Conviction of any mis-
demeanor or felony in this or any
other jurisdiction.”

So now the question is whether a car
accident is a misdemeanor in that

state. In Nebraska, most common
vehicle offenses (speeding, running a
stop sigh, etc.) are NOT misde-
meanors. However, not reporting an
accident IS a misdemeanor.

Good question from our member
and thank you to Becky Wisell in
the answer to my question, why
would you have to report a car
accident (only in a jurisdiction
that considers it a misdemeanor):
The person should check with the
court to see if the conviction was
a misdemeanor or felony. Ifitis a
misdemeanor or felony, regard-
less of whether it was traffic relat-
ed, it must be disclosed on an
application or reported under
mandatory reporting. Then the
Department reviews the informa-
tion to determine whether the
conviction has a rational connec-
tion with the fitness or capacity of
the applicant or credential holder
to practice the profession. If the
traffic citation was considered by
the court as an "infraction" rather
than a misdemeanor or felony
conviction, then it does not need
to be reported.

We don't allow the person to deter-
mine whether the incident was related
to their practice or not. That determi-
nation is made by the Department.
The more black and white distinction
for the person is whether it was a con-
viction or not.

Non Covered Services

Last year, LB 810 was introduced to
specifically prohibit insurance compa-
nies from limiting any fees charged for
dental services that are not covered
by the policy, certificate, contract,
agreement, or plan. LB 810 (now §
44-7,105) was signed by the
Governor on April 5, 2012 and
became effective July 19, 2012.

| have received a few calls stating that
a few EOBs are still limited fees on
services not covered by the patient’s
plan. If you have a question in this
area, please let me know.

Gasoline Jumps
Above $2 a Gallon

Okay, so this headline is from CNN/Money
in 2004. Since | began in 2004, the NDA
dues have only increased one time, by $7
for the 2011 dues statement.

With declining revenue from the NDA's
largest category, Annual Session, it is
very likely that the Board of Trustees and
House of Delegates will be entertaining
a dues increase this year.

ASDA Tailgates

Hope you can make the Oct. 27th tail-
gate. If not, check out the ASDA web-
site - http://www.nebrasda.org/ You
are welcome to attend any tailgate!
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Nebraska Mission of Mercy

Mission of Mercy brought smiles all around

By Brian Kuhn,
Box Butte General Hospital

The months of hard work by Alliance
2012 Mission of Mercy chairpersons
and volunteers paid off Friday and
Saturday, July 13-14 in a big way,
resulting in a top notch event that
brought smiles all around.

Community Chair D.N. Taylor, Jr.,
DDS, said it couldn't have gone as
well as it did without the dedication
and hard work of everyone involved.
"We ended up having 830 people reg-
ister from all over the region," he said,
"with 733 receiving dental services.
The difference reflects the number of
people who had medical conditions
preventing any dental work being
done. The first two patients lined up
Thursday afternoon around 12 noon
and by the time we opened our regis-
tration/hospitality building doors at
5:10 a.m. the following morning, we
had around 180 to 200 people waiting
in line." While the majority of patients
seen were from the Panhandle of
Nebraska, people came from as far
away as New Mexico, Colorado,
Kansas, Wyoming, South Dakota and
eastern Nebraska . There was even a
visitor from Sweden.

Alliance residents spent the entire day
Thursday preparing the former Food
Pride building for dental care and the
Alco building for registration and hos-
pitality.

Dr. Steve Anderson of Grand Island,
president of America's Dentist Care
Foundation (the organization that pro- _
vides oversight for all the state ; i

Mission of Mercy events across the : DENTAL
nation), heaped praise on everyone ' & TRIAGE
involved, from set up to tear down
Saturday evening. "Alliance did great!”
he said in an interview with
KCOW/Double Q Radio. "The dental
providers and the volunteers made for
a great team. Set up and tear down
was better than in many of the metro-
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politan areas I've participated in."
The fact that the Alliance area raised
over $100,000 in cash also
impressed Dr. Anderson, a veteran
of 32 Mission of Mercy projects
across the United States. "This was
about more than time and talent. It
also included raising the needed
funds," he said.

Dr. Taylor put the success of the
free dental clinic for children
through adults squarely on the
shoulders of the sub-chairs for the
local effort: Facility Chair Alan
Cornish, Finance /Fund Raising
Chair Rich Otto, Hospitality Chair
Dr. Dan Hoesing and Volunteer
Chair Terri Grosz. "Those four and
the main staff they gathered below
them obviously stepped up to the
plate and delivered," Dr. Taylor said.
"They and all of the volunteers did a
wonderful job."

The two day event did have a few
problems but all were quickly
resolved, with the smoothness of the
flow of patients from registration to
the final exit exam impressing many
providers and volunteers. In fact, it
was so smooth volunteers were to
dismantle the whole set up Saturday
evening instead of on Sunday.

Dental providers came from around
the Midwest, from Wisconsin, lowa,
Wyoming, Kansas, South Dakota,
Montana, Colorado, and of course
Nebraska. "We had 65 dental
providers from all over," Dr. Taylor
continued, "including a busload of
dentists and students from the
UNMC College of Dentistry (under
the supervision of the college's
Dean, John W. Reinhardt, D.D.S.,
M.S., M.P.H.), dental techs, repre-
sentatives from Patterson Dental
and Henry Schein dental supply
companies, as well as a representa-
tives from Professional Protector
Plan for Dentists.

e
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The Graff Staff team is a good exam-
ple of the dedication many of the
providers have for the Mission of
Mercy project. Jim Graff, DDS, who
practices in Gothenburg, NE, has vol-
unteered his staff's dental services
for all past seven Nebraska MOM
projects, as well as the one in
Alliance. "l had to miss one, but I've
had at least one or two of my staff at
every event so far," he said, "Doing
so not only provides much needed
dental care to the underserved popu-
lation, it also helps build a sense of
team work among my staff. You bond
even more when you volunteer for
something like this. The memories
are always good. " He gave an exam-
ple of one memory that stays with
him. "There was this one lady who
needed extensive dental work, and
when we got done, she looked at us
and said, "You rebuilt my smile!' That
will always stick with me as an exam-
ple of the good Mission of Mercy
does for people." Dr. Graff graduated
from Alliance High School. "Dr. Taylor
was our family's dentist, and while
there were many factors in my deci-
sion to become a dentist, his influence
was obviously one of them."

Several members of the public who
registered and received dental care
were willing to share their stories with
names omitted. "When | was
processed, they had to take five of my
front teeth out," said one gentleman
from Gering. "But by the time | walked
out of here Friday, | had a set of den-
tures to replace them. It was amazing."
Asked what he was doing back at the
site Saturday, he said, "Volunteering.
I've always held to the belief that if
someone is kind to you, you return that
kindness in any way you can."

Another man from Alliance said he had
to have eight teeth pulled on Friday.
"Here it is Saturday, and any pain I'm
feeling is much less than | expected.
They offered dentures as well, but |

[/

/! i

said, 'No. Let someone else who
needs them more than me have it. I'm
doing fine.' This Mission of Mercy thing
is a God send. Just look at all the peo-
ple in here."

A woman had an interesting viewpoint
to share. What made Mission of Mercy
special to her was the fact that it didn't
have anything to do with government.
"This is all about people helping peo-
ple, not some faceless government
agency," she enthused. "It's all funded
by private donations from organiza-
tions, businesses and people, and
staffed by volunteer providers and lay
people. That's wonderful. God bless
them for it."

The public wasn't the only one to
benefit from the free dental services
provided. The volunteers did as well.
A good example of that was how one
volunteer was asked by a woman to
sit beside her while she waited to
have her teeth numbed. "I've been
watching you for a while as you visit-
ed patients," she told the volunteer.
"When you walk away they always
have a smile on their face, so | want
you to have this." She reached into
her purse and handed the volunteer a
business card that said, "You are
reserved in the Book of Life" with a
verse from Revelation 3:5: "All who
are victorious will be clothed in white.

| will never erase their names from
the Book of Life, but | will announce
before my Father and His angels that
they are mine." The stunned volun-
teer was then handed a ledger sized
book filled with pages of handwritten
names of people from a wide range
of communities. "Now, would you add
your name to go with all these others
I've seen being an angel for some-
one?" Needless to say, there were
many names added to her book that
day.

Data collected from exit interviews
found that 93.6 percent of the
patients were very happy with the
services they received. Before com-
ing to the clinic, 35.5 percent of the
patients had dental pain, with 61.1
percent of those having pain more
than four weeks. Nineteen percent of
the patients seen (139) were in the
26-35 year old age category, with the
next highest 46-55 years old (16.1
percent, or 118). Over 80 percent of
the patients treated said they had no
insurance and couldn't afford to pay
for dental service.

The next Nebraska Mission of Mercy
event will be held August 23-24,
2013, at the Pershing Center in
Lincoln, with Dr. Jim Jenkins the
Site Chair.
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Mork 7%:/ Cotendar

for Upcoming Nebraska Academy of General Dentistry courses!

“Achieving Success in Esthetic Dentistry”
Presented by Dr. Steven Wegner along with
Jason Scott and Dr. Jeffrey Burns
Cornhusker Marriott, Lincoln, NE

(8 hours CE credit)

The June 2012 course also offers a hands-on/
participation course on June 2-3, 2012 that is
open to all dentists on a first-come first-serve

October

“Update in Pediatric Dentistry & Interceptive
and Minor Orthodontics”
Presented by Dr. Fred Margolis
(20 hours CE credit)

The October 2012 course will be a 2 /2 day hands
on participation course. This course is open to all
dentists on a first-come first-serve basis. Class is
limited to 30 so don't delay!

18-20, 2012

A:ndemy
ral Dentls o General Dentistry.

PACE

Program Approval for
Continuing Education

Approved PACE Program
Provider FAGD/MAGD Credit
Provider # 219313

Approval does not imply
Ell:[‘,UﬂU'!lH:t? by a state or
pravincial board of dentistry
or AGD endorsement

basis. Class is limited to 20 so don't delay!!

1/1/2012 to 12/31/2013

J J
Detll miss These extilitg tpcotniing cowrses]

For a full brochure and registration information contact
Julie Berger-Moare, Executive Director at 402.438.2321 or jbergerb@neb.rr.com

NAGD Members can attend
the June course for

$60 REGISTRATION FEE

Dhriceleoss.!

PAR _GON

DEeNTAL PRACTICE TRANSITIONS

THE PARAGON DIFFERENCE

fter handling thousands of transactions over the past two

-5, PA ON consultants know that no two clients and
no two transactions are the same.

A practice transition is a very personal event that requires very

special attention. Nothing en for granted. We customize

gle transaction to thc ny and goals of our

Your local PARAGON consultant is Valerie Schnitker

Sign up for our free newsletter at paragon.us.com
Contact us at 866.898.1867 or info@paragon.us.com
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