Chapter IV

Early Years, 1892-1910

As the end of the 20th century approaches, the Creighton University School of
Medicine celebrates its 100th anniversary. It is a first-class Medical School with a
world-wide reputation and thousands of graduates who are respected leaders in the
medical field. How did it start?

The year 1891 and the early part of 1892 found John Creighton considering the
advisability of founding a medical college. Deeply involved in philanthropy,
having helped found and fund Creighton University and build a new Creighton
Memorial St. Joseph’s Hospital, he now decided to try his hand at a medical school.

Why a medical school, and what motivated John Creighton in this direction?
Some suggest that he wanted simply to use his great fortune to help alleviate the
sufferings of his fellow man and saw the advancement of medical science as the best
means to do this.

Hardened by the inexorable demands of the frontier in Nebraska,
Wyoming and Montana, having survived brushes with desperados
and gunslingers, he, John Creighton, was essentially a soft-hearted
man, easily moved at the sight of poverty and physical suffering,
evils he could attack through his substantial fortune.!

Dr. DeWitt Clinton Bryant, who, along with Creighton was one of the school’s
original organizers and later served as its Dean, indicates that Creighton had been
deeply interested in medicine all his life, and that having finally built and equipped
the new St. Joseph’s Hospital as a memorial to his wife, he now desired to build a
medical college “as a monument to himself.”> A Creighton University Self-Study
report of 1977 states a popular belief that Creighton founded a medical college to
help poor young Catholics gain a medical education.

Any or all of these probably played a role in
influencing John Creighton’s decision to found a
medicalschool. Itappearslikely thatalso influencing
him in this direction was his friend, Dr. William J.
Galbraith. Dr. Galbraith had been Chief Surgeon of
the Union Pacific Railroad and a member of the
Omaha Medical College since 1887. It will be remem-
bered that Omaha physicians in general were quite a
contentious lot and tended to form and reform into
rival factions. Apparently Dr. Galbraith came to
some disagreement with the faculty and Board of the
Omaha Medical College. As a result, he not only
4 . resigned from the faculty but also encouraged other
Dr. William J. Galbraith, oneof the ~ friends on the faculty to do likewise. It is widely
organzers. believed that he then helped convince John Creigh-
ton to found a new medical college in competition, so to speak, with his former
employer.*

In the spring of 1892, John Creighton met with Dr. Patrick S. Keogh (later to
become the first Dean), Dr. Galbraith, Dr. DeWitt C. Bryant and the President of
Creighton University, Father James F. X. Hoeffer, to determine the feasibility of
going ahead with a new medical college. A source reported:
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He emphasized the fact that he wanted the college to be one of the
best medical schools in the whole country, and that the equipment
should be up to date and of the very best for all of which he was not
only willing but eager to supply the funds. . . . As no voice from a
‘doubtful Thomas’ in our group was heard, plans were immedi-
ately adopted for selecting a faculty and assigning to each member
some branch of medicine which he should prepare himself to teach
as well as possible, in the short time before the opening of the
school.?

Organization

Accordingly, the Creighton University Board of Trustees, on May 30, 1892,
created The John A. Creighton Medical College as a medical department of the
Creighton University. The search for potential faculty was continued, and at its
meeting of June 15, 1892, the Board of Trustees appointed the Board of Regents and
the first faculty of the school.

Sometime between early spring and the incorporation of the college, John
Creighton negotiated an agreement that was to have long-lasting effects and that
went a long way toward assuring quality medical education for his new school. It
also must have pleased Dr. W. J. Galbraith. Creighton arranged with Sister M.
Xaveria, Superior of St. Joseph’s Hospital, that “ all clinical material and advantages
of the Hospital were reserved in perpetuity for the exclusive use of the Faculty and
students of the John A. Creighton Medical School” ¢

This meant, first and foremost, that the all-important element of clinical
education would be available to medical students in Creighton’s new institution. It
also meant that the Omaha Medical College was left out in the cold, with St. Joseph's
no longer permitting Omaha Medical students access to their former primary
clinical facility.

Also pleased with the situation for his own reasons was Father Hoeffer,
President of Creighton University. He wrote to a fellow Jesuit in April 1892:

At present it is of paramount importance to secure the principle
factor of a Medical College, the Hospital. Thus the most important
department of the Medical College will be opened, and in that
respect, we will have an advantage which Georgetown is begging
for.”

Financial Obstacles

John Creighton also entered into an agreement whereby the old St. Joseph’s
Hospital building, at 12th & Mason, could be used for medical classes until a more
permanent facility could be arranged. Creighton apparently intended to begin
building a new facility for the medical college immediately, but the financial
depression beginning in 1892 postponed these plans.

Creighton University in the 1890’s was in financial difficulty. In fact, several
sources point out that this time period saw a true questioning of the institution’s
continued existence: “Progress in the mid-1890’s was impossible; it was not a
question of progress; it was a question of survival.”® Creighton himself was not
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immune to financial reversals and was there-
fore unable to assist either the University or
the Medical College during this time. There-
fore, the choice of a beginning date for the
founding of the John A. Creighton College of
Medicine was not auspicious from a financial
point of view.

Nevertheless, the temporary facility at
12th & Mason was hastily remodeled, and the
first session of the school began September 27,
1892. The first group of matriculates for the

iy : 1892-93 school term numbered 33, includin,
[/ oOSEP: auwm.- , g
= %&r @;ﬁm@ MEDICAL C%w.ws. " one Miss Kate Drake.’

: S { AsDr. DeWitt C. Bryant notes, “Although
Old St. Joseph's Hos Cpltal 12th & Mason converted to flrst John A. the bulldlng itself was old and somewhat
g;i;gle}:ggé\gedlcal ollege Building. Note serious undermining, evidently dil api dated, the outfit for teachin g was of the

most modern and thebest.”!® On the first floor
were a lecture room, reception room, operating room and free dispensary. The
second floor consisted of an operative surgery room, bacteriology and pathology
laboratory and dissecting room.

The course of study was three years, this first year beginning September 27,
1892, and ending March 30, 1893. Each weekday was to consist of five didactic
lectures and one or more clinical lectures, most of the latter conducted at St. Joseph's
Hospital. Mention is made several times in the first catalog, 1892-93, of the
tremendous benefits afforded by having St. Joseph available for use by students.
Onesuch statement asserts: “The clinical advantages of this College are greater than
those of any other school in the West, as the faculty of this College have the exclusive
use of the new St. Joseph’s Hospital.”!! (Words worthy of Dr. Galbraith himself, if
unflattering to Omaha Medical College.)

Faculty

The Board of Regents consisted of Rev. James F. X. Hoeffer, President of
Creighton University; Dr. Patrick S. Keogh, Dean of the Faculty (also Professor of
OB/GYN); Dr. DeWitt C. Bryant, Secretary (also Professor of Ophthamology and
Otology); and Dr. WJ. Galbraith, Treasurer (also Professor of Principles and
Practices of Surgery and Clinical Surgery). In addition to these faculty members
(Father Hoeffer was an active faculty member, lecturing on Medical Jurisprudence),
the rest of the faculty consisted of: A.W. Riley, Principles and Practice of Medicine;
Paul Grossman, Professor of Clinical Medicine; B.F. Crummer, Professor of Physi-
ology and Diseases of Children; H.P. Jensen, Professor of Materia Medica and
Therapeutics; J.P. Lord, Professor of Anatomy; J.H. Peabody, Professor of Military
Surgery; W.S. Robinson, Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology (and the only non-
physician on the first faculty, holding an M. A.); H.L. Burrell, Lecturer on Rhynology
and Laryngology and Assistant to the Chair of Ophthalmology; S.K. Spaulding,
Lecturer on Diseases of the Mind and Nervous System; W.R. Martin, Lecturer on
Histology, Pathology and Bacteriology; C. Rosewater, Lecturer on Electro-Thera-
peutics and Assistant to the Chair of Materia Medica; F. E. Coulter, Demonstrator of
Anatomy and Assistant to the Chief of Anatomy; W.M. Barritt, Assistant tothe Chair
of the Practice of Medicine; ]J.D. Peabody, Assistant to the Chair of Surgery; G.H.
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Brash, Assistant to the Chair of Physiology; and George Tilden, Consulting Physi-
cian to St. Joseph Hospital.

Entrance requirements were a great deal less complex than they were to
become. The very first catalog of the school states:

In accordance with the medical law of Nebraska and the recom-
mendation of the American Medical Association, preliminary ex-
amination is required as a condition for admission. This is for the
purpose of ascertaining whether the candidate can profitably pur-
sue the technical study of medicine, and of preventing those not
qualified from wasting time and money. The applicant will be
examined upon the ordinary branches of an English education.'

Even this meager requirement was not necessary if the applicant was a college or
even a high school graduate, or held a teacher’s certificate.

Course of Study

The curriculum included courses covering principles and practice of surgery,
theory and practice of medicine, military surgery (“particular attention will be given
to the primary care of gunshot wounds”),”® eye and ear (with weekly clinic at St.
Joseph’s) and throat and nose (also one weekly clinic). Obstetrics was thoroughly
covered, with an operative course conducted “upon the manikin,” and “ a fresh
foetus...employed in order to accustom the student to feel and recognize the
different sutures and fontanelles.”™ Also included were “Gynaecology”, with
“unusual facilities for demonstrating to the class many details in gynaecological
practice and surgery,”’> Anatomy, Practical Anatomy (with dissections commenc-
ing November 1), Chemistry and Toxicology, (3 years of lecture and lab), and
Physiology (illustrated by vivisections). Rounding out the curriculum was course
work in Materia Medica and Therapeutics, Diseases of Children (with clinics),
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Diseases of the Nervous System, Medical Juris-
prudence, Histology, Pathology and Bacteriol-
ogy, and finally Electro-therapeutics, “the sci-
ence of electricity in its application as a thera-
peutic agent.”!

The requirements for graduation were
fairly rigorous by the standards of the day. The
candidate had to be at least 21 and of good
moral character; he must have studied medi-
cine for 3 years, meaning 3 full courses of lec-
tures of 6 months each, the last year of which
must have been at Creighton; he must have at
least 2 terms of clinical instruction and have
completed practical anatomy; he must make
proper notification and payments; and he must
undergo full and satisfactory written or oral
examination in each branch taught in the Col-
lege.”

Tuition

Whatdid all of this cost the student?
COLE-McKAY CO. Exclusive of a one-time matriculation fee
of $5.00 and a graduation fee of $25.00, the
grand total of tuition and fees for 1892 was
$65.00. This included a $45.00 general
ticket for all lectures, a $10.00 hospital
ticket, a $5.00 dissecting ticket and a $5.00
laboratory ticket. Inaddition, ifat theend
of the term a student wrote the best exam
in any of four departments, he or she

Y e, Pt
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From the Creighton Medical College Bulletin, April ton Medical College more than held its
1904.

own from the start, and showed rather
surprisingly healthy tendencies.

Developments

During the first decade, the faculty increased from an 1892 start of 20 (19 of
whom were M.D.’s) to more than double that ( a total of 41 for the 1900-1901 school
year), then increased and stayed around 50 through 1910. The increase came
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primarily in the areas of basic sciences and in areas of specialization such as
Dermatology, Oral Surgery and Genito-Urinary Diseases.

A corresponding increase in stu-
dent enrollment occurred as well.
From the 33 matriculates of 1892, we
see a steady increase to 136 in the
1899-1900 enrollment roster. Of
these, 18 were women. The fresh-
man class of 1899, in fact, consisted
of 9 women of a total of 40 students
(23%). The catalog for this school
year does take pains to state that
i “men and women are admitted on
4‘ e the same terms.”” By the 1910

L] o —y B
Dr. James L. Brannen (M.D. 1901) on a housecall. (Courtesy school year, 188 students were en-
Mrs. Charles Brannen.) rolled.

During this early period, slight variations in entrance requirements are found.
In the second year of operation, the 1893-94 school term, to be admitted without an
entrance exam, in addition to a high school or college diploma or a teacher’s
certificate, the student must have a reputable physician write a certificate attesting
to his good moral character. Beginning in the 1896-97 school term, as per the
Association of American Medical College rules, certain categories of students could
now be admitted with advanced standing. These included college graduates who
had taken college level Biology and Chemistry courses, and all graduates of
recognized schools of Homeopathy, Eclectic Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy and
Veterinary Science.

Beginning with the 1905 school term,
a point system of admission was adopted
for aspiring entrants who lacked the nec-
essary diplomas or certificates. These stu-
dents must have passed asatisfactory exam
in whichthey earned credit for 30 points in
specified subjects (later increased to 32), a
point in any subject being not less than 5
periods per week of 45 minutes each for 18
weeks.

Requirements continued to be stiff-
ened. The 1908-09 announcement states,
“After January 1, 1910, the requirement
based upon a 4-year high school course
will beincreased by a further requirement
of a two-year college course.”?' It was
decided that this had been too hasty, for
the 1910-11 announcement declares, “Ow-
ing to the sentiment of the representatives
attending the meeting of the Association
of American Medical Colleges to which AR ., :
the School belongs, the Board of Regents Creighton medical students, circa 1900. Dr. James L.

. . Brannen (M.D. 1901) orn right. (Courtesy Mrs.
of the Creighton College of Medicinehave  Charles Brannen.)
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decided to defer raising the standard of preliminary requirement beyond a four-year
high school course.”? But in 1909 the school did begin to stipulate specific required
courses for a high school diploma acceptable for admission.

The curriculum too underwent modifications, additions and refinements.
More time was spent in basic sciences and lab work. More detailed and specialized
courses were added, courses such as Physical Diagnosis (1893), Orthopedic Surgery
(1893), Diseases of the Skin (1893), Fractures and Dislocations (1895), Oral Surgery
(1896), State Medicine and Hygiene (1893), Skiagraphy (Radiology) (1898), Neurol-
ogy (1900) and Embryology (1904). Furthermore, for the first time in 1893, a formal
exam policy was enunciated. If a student failed an end-of-course exam, he must
retake it at the next set of exams. If he failed more than one-third of all exams, he
could not advance.

Many medical schools during the 1890’s were offering strictly didactic instruc-
tion. Itis clear from the earliest catalogs that Creighton Medical College appreciated
the merits of other forms of instruction. “The Quiz, the Laboratory and the Clinic
constitute the best means of modern instruction, although the Didactic-lecture must
not be underestimated,” 2 states the 1895 announcement, while that of 1900-01 lists
“ work in the dissecting room, in the laboratory, at the bed-side, demonstrations,
clinics, lectures and recitations” ?* as the main features of their instruction.

In fact, beginning in 1901, there can be seen an increased emphasis on labs and
lab work. The catalog of that year clearly enunciates its goals:

Students supp"es While the aim of the school is

_ primarily to train practitioners of
medicine and surgery, it is recog-
.,‘ nized that the medical art should

rest upon a thorough training in

the medical sciences; hence the
graduates of this institution are
f [ — equipped to make such examina-

tions of sputum, urine, blood, etc.,
as are so frequently necessary for
accurate diagnosis. %

Pt Maamar O busnctl o Chr

.4,:‘ i Also, beginning with this catalog and con-

Mot fr STUDENTS” SUPPLILS. B s e tinuing for many years, it became the custom to list
et brlery Buylog your eutlits . . .

Omaha Surgical Supply Co. in the armo.um‘ements the various pieces Qf lab

.. equipment in use. Details of the cost and size of

From the Creighton Medical College apparatus, and the quantity of desks and instru-

Butletin, 1904. ments available were often included as well.

A Four-Year Course

Quite early there were notable changes made in the length of the medical
course. The length of each term was extended from 6 months in 1892 to 7 months
in 1894 and to 7 1/2 months by 1900. But more significant by far were the changes
made in the length of the entire medical course of study. During the second school
term of operation, 1893-94, the school announcement states:
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Although the laws of Nebraska require only 3 years study of
medicine, the Faculty of this institution, recognizing the benefit
which would be derived froma longer course of study, recommend
all students to take a fourth term, which, in order to encourage
students to gain a higher medical education, will be free to gradu-
ates from the school.?

By 1894 the change to a four-year curriculum was made an official require-
ment. Thus, the John A. Creighton College of Medicine became widely touted as the
“first school in the West to require four years of study to qualify for a medical
degree.”” Students were not yetrequired to pay for that fourth year, “thus allowing
them to acquire a more complete and thorough education than can possibly be
acquired in three year schools, and at no greater cost.”? (The Omaha Medical College
didn’t require 4 years until 1896.)

These changes caused some seemingly confusing graduating classes, but all
easily explainable. The school graduated its first class in 1895 (it began in 1892 with
a 3-year curriculum); its second class graduated in 1896 (begun in 1893). Its third
class did not graduate, however, until 1898, because the four-year change was
instituted beginning with the freshman class of 1894. There were isolated individu-
als who did graduate in 1893 (1), 1894 (2), and 1897 (1), but most likely these were
transfer students who had entered with advanced standing. From 1898 onward, the
graduations were held at regular, predictable intervals.

This early period also saw the introduction in 1904 of a spring term, and in 1905
of two longer course variations. The spring term of two months was to begin
following the close of the regular winter term, and was to be primarily first and
second-year work. Its purpose was to allow students to make up deficiencies, and
to allow established physicians to update themselves on new lab techniques and
information.

Options

A combined 6-year Literature, Sci-
ence and Medicine course was first of-
fered in 1905. The student would spend
his first year at Creighton in the Arts
College, parts of his second, third and
fourth years at Creighton in the Medical
College and still some in the Arts Col-
lege. At the end of his fourth year, he
would be awarded his A.B. degree. He
then would spend his last two years
exclusively in the Medical College, and
at the end of his sixth year would earnan
M.D.

Another variation first offered in
1905 was the All Medical 5-Year Course,
which was highly recommended. The
student would spend his first year study-
ing Physics, Biology, Comparative Anatomy, Chemistry and Latin, and his last four
years in a regular 4-year medical curriculum. At the end of the fifth year, he would
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earnan M.D. and a Medical Honorarium. This could be considered a kind of Honors
Medical degree.

New Construction

Asmentioned, John Creighton
intended to start building a suitable
new facility for his medical college
immediately uponits establishment,
but nationwide financial depression
caused postponement of his plans.
The new building proved to be long
b in coming. Father Dowling, Presi-
ﬁ dent of Creighton University, in his

Reminiscences of the First Twenty-Five
Years, relates that the situationlooked
so bleak and the old building be-
came so unfit for continued use that the faculty of the school had almost decided to
“suspend teaching until better times returned.””

The early bulletins of the Medical College show a keen awareness of the
school’s physical surroundings. The 1893 Announcement says that although “un-
foreseen circumstances” prevented a new building from being in readiness, the old
building at 12th & Mason had been enlarged and remodeled, able to accommodate
double the number of students. Emphasis was placed on the changes made in the
dissecting room, labs (“already the best in this city, and perhaps in the West”)** and
new, even better equipment. The 1895-96 announcement pledges that “the new
building is now an assured fact,”* speaks glowingly of the new lot already
purchased on the northwest corner of 14th & Davenport and of the architect hired
to prepare plans, and states that the building would take shape in the “coming
autumn” (1895). However, the 1896-97 Announcement says the building is “now in
process of construction and will be under roof by the middle of November 1896.”%
Finally, the catalog of 1897-98 announces the opening exercises of the 6th annual
session to be held September 28, 1897, in the auditorium of the new building.

Apparently the new building at 14th & Davenport
was worth the wait. Estimated to cost $80,000 for the
building and furniture,® it consisted of 3 full stories, a
basement and a partial, central 4th story. Built in the
Italian Renaissance style, it was 132 by 66 feet. The first
floor consisted of the “Grand Stairway,” separating stu-
dent and faculty recreation and reception rooms on the
one side, and “out-door” (out-patient) clinics and phar-
macy on the other. In 1909 the student recreation room
was remodelled into a library, the first mention of a
medical schoollibrary in the building. In 1904 The Creigh-
ton Medical College Bulletin had lamented the lack of a S I
school library: Reception Room of the Medical College, ealy 1900's.

Main entrance of the Medical Coflege, earlly 1900s,




Lecture Room, John A. Creighton Medical College, early
1900's.

Faculty Room of the Medical College, complete with rocking Students’ Reading Room of the Medical College in the early
chairs. Taken early 1900's. 1900’s.

John A. Creighton Medical College Chemical Laboratory, Pathology Laboratory of the Medical College, early 1900’s.
early 1900’s.
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Much has been said and written about a complete library for the
benefit of the students. The only equipment that our institution
lacksis a complete library. We have a few volumes kindly donated
by some of our generous professors, but as for a complete reference
library we as yet have none. *

The second floor contained two large lecture halls on the north end, and labs
for Physiology, Histology and Bacteriology on the south. On the third floor were the
chemical and pharmaceutical labs plus a 350-seat amphitheater. The whole fourth
floor extension was the dissection room. The building also contained a medical
museum.

Much was made of the modern conveniences incorporated into the school.
Specifically noted were speaking tubes, call bells and an elevator that ran from the
basement all the way to the fourth floor. Also, “the plumbing is made an object
lesson of cleanliness and sanitation”, while “particular attention is paid to the
lighting, heating and ventilation of each schoolroom, it being the intention to change
the air in these rooms not less than six times per hour.”*

After the Medical College removed to its new home on 14th & Davenport, the
old hospital /medical college building on 12th & Mason stood vacant, and finally
suffered a dismal ending. Late on the night of April 15,1899, it was totally destroyed
by a fire many believe to have been deliberately set. The World-Herald newspaper
reported thatlittle could be saved of the building because the fire department wagon
carrying the fire hoses became hopelessly mired in mud several blocks from the
scene of the fire and simply couldn’t reach it in time:

In less than forty minutes the last vestige of the historic building
had been swept away, leaving only the brick basement and a few
spectral beams of blackened wood and the big brick chimney as
mute reminders of the familiar and favorite landmark, a precious
memento of the past, which in its day served many goodly ends. %

Today, 12th & Mason is the site of one section of Omaha’s main post office.

More Growth

The Creighton Medical College in its new home was
showing indications of academic health and prosperity.
Mentionis first madein 1895 of Creighton’s membershipin
the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMO),
whose purpose was to police and thus upgrade medical
education. On February 12, 1896, only two months after
the first X-Ray in the world was taken in Wurzburg,
Germany, Creighton Medical’s own Professor of Chemis-
try and Toxicology, Dr. Charles F. Crowley (later to receive

Dr. Charles Crowley (M.D. ; : ) .
1901), our. ?imi‘ig"‘é;{}éenolo- his M.D. in 1901), produced the first X-Ray in Omaha

gist. (using a 35 minute exposure). ¥ In February 1898 The

Creighton Medical Bulletin began publication, using prima-
rily student papers on academic topics. The 1900 school year saw the establishment
of monthly evening lectures featuring out-of-town physicians as guest speakers.
These events speak of continued advancement and academic growth.
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Changesand additions werebeing made
in the physical environment of the school as
well. In 1904 Creighton University added a
Law College to its university divisions, and
until the Edward Creighton Institute was
opened by John Creighton in 1905 to house
Law, Dentistry and Pharmacy, part of the
medical school building at 14th & Davenport
was made available for use by the new law
school. Father Rigge, a Jesuit at Creighton
from its beginning in 1878, reports in his Mem-
oirsafire in the Medical College on October 10,
1906, causing damages of $2,000.* But the big
* newswastheadditionof twobuildingsat14th
Lth & Davenport Medical College Bullding showing 1907 Pharmacy & Davenport, making it a “medical complex.”
addition at left rear plus streetcar lines. In 1907 a new College of Pharmacy was

erected next door to, and east of the Medical
College. Three stories in height, it was compatible in design with the existing
medical building and cost $30,000 to build.* When opened, it enabled the College
of Pharmacy to relocate from the Edward
Creighton Institute, tobecome the 5thlarg-
est Pharmacy College in the United States
and the largest in Nebraska.® Its location
provided excellent access to clinical phar-
macy training for students in filling pre-
scriptions at the charity clinic of the Medi-
cal College.

In 1909 a third building was added,
the Laboratory Building of the Medical
College. Built for $82,000, this addition
was said to give Creighton, “ the only
building used exclusively for medicallabo-
ratory work west of Western Reserve at
Cleveland, Ohio.”#' It was located across
analley north of the medical college build-
ing but connected to it by enclosed viaducts. It was four stories plus a basement, 70
by 66 feet and provided much needed expansion room for the school.

Thebasement contained a gym complete withlockers, showers and toilets. On
the first floor were an extension of the out-patient clinic, a clinical reception room,

clinical lecture room, and a clinical labora-
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1909 Laboratory Building addition.

Third Pear Certiticate. tory, “ completely fitted with all necessary
Jobn A Gl'eighton !lledisal Gollege | Ggedi apparatus, instruments and reagents for
: e o conrmid N2 —ene.  the accurate study of the excretions and
,M.;m,u-—-‘g-p—q-- =  secretions of the diseased body.”#? Two
et g i i lecture rooms, a private lab and the offices
y ;%ES{%E” Gt D of the Supervisor (Regent) and Registrar

e EEreT T R ... were on the second floor.

(Courtesy Mrs. Charles Brannen.)
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The third and fourth floors contained the rest of the labs themselves. The third
floor had three labs, two private and one experimental. The fourth floor contained
Pathology, Histology and Bacteriology labs in addition to private research labs. All
fourth floor labs were lit by a skylight, and many sources note the use of oak for the
woodwork, metal for the ceilings, wrought iron for the stairways and fire-proof
material for the partitions.

This expansion led in turn to a remodeling and a
shuffling of locations in the original Medical College build-
ing. The senior lecture hall on the northeast first floor now

| @F;WE became alantern and microscopicslide lab. The Pathology

lab became the Pharmacology and Physiology Lab. The
main floor recreation room was remodelled into a Reading
R | & Room/Library.
\ g In summary, it should be
noted that many of the changes
and improvements made at the A et omrrcies
John A. Creighton Medical Col- ey
(Courtesy Mrs. Charles lege in its formative years were — “opdin” Mediond “idie
Brannen.) P 7 Momedlargy vases gl ey soxih,
ahead of their time. Abraham S ra
. . . RIS S S 0 S -
Flexner began his campaign in prin i,
1909 to reform medical education, urging more thor-
oughly prepared students and longer, more specialized — =« svitmysion
education, which was scientifically and clinically based.
Yet as early as 1894 the Creighton Medical College had  (courtesy Mrs. Charles
already increased its curriculum to four years. Modifica- ~ Bramnen.
tions were made almost immediately to increase basic
science, laboratory and specialty coursework. In fact, a new Laboratory Building
was constructed in 1909. The 5-year and 6-year course options first offered by
Creighton in 1905 were most unusual, since other medical schools did not offer these
alternatives until some thirty or forty years later.

In 1908 the announcement was made that two years of college preparation in
addition to a high school education would be required for admission to the Medical
College. However, this was not enforced because the Association of American
Medical Colleges contented this was too stringent a requirement. The AAMC was
then, as it is today, an organization with an important regulatory influence on
medical education.

The John A. Creighton Medical College had, since its beginning, conducted
clinics at St. Joseph’s Hospital and by 1895 was appointing hospital interns. These
were two steps in medical education which only a few East Coast institutions had
taken at the time. All of these progressive moves were taken prior to Abraham
Flexner’s recommendations., which were to initiate a new era in medical education.
They wereimprovements which the John A. Creighton Medical College had already
begun.

'///,mw/-,..y;m.-"m P L
cvssedbod de crilosal D

Clinical Connections

The clinical area of medical education was likewise showing advancement.
Creighton Memorial St. Joseph’s Hospital was always the primary clinical facility of
the Creighton Medical College, but as time went on, the school was able to add other
institutions to its list of those available for student use. Presbyterian Hospital, a 70-
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bed facility at 25th & Marcy, was first used by Creighton students during the 1894-
95 school term. St. Bernard’s, a 100-bed facility in Council Bluffs for “insane
patients” was added during 1895-96. Beginning with the 1899-1900 term Douglas
County Hospital was put in the charge of the faculty of the Creighton Medical
College for one-half of each school term (the other half presumably given to Omaha
Medical College), and weekly clinics were held there. The 1903 school term saw the
newly completed 250-bed Mercy Hospital in Council Bluffs made available exclu-
sively for Creighton use. And 100-bed Omaha General Hospital, 14th & Capitol
Avenue, was added to the available clinical-use facilities in 1906. Its chief attraction
for students was its Maternity Department.

The Dispensary Clinic at the Medical
College itself treated the poor free of charge,
six days per week, two hours per day, in any
of 9 departments. Seniors were assigned vari-
ous rotations in all of the departments.

A.L. Muirhead, the superintendent of
the Clinic at the time, (to become the dean in
1913}, discusses the operation of the Dispen-
sary Clinic in 1909. Each case was assigned to
two students, who took a complete case his-
tory, then presented it to a supervising physi-
cian for diagnosis. The physician then out-
lined suggested treatment to be conducted by
the students. If minor surgery was needed, it
was done here, assisted by the students on the

St. Joseph’s Hospital Ward, circa 1900. (Courtesy St. Joseph Hospital case. If something more drastic was called

Historical Society.)

for, the patients were admitted to St. Joseph’s.

Dr. Muirhead notes that within the previous year (1908-09), 5,000 patients had

been treated at the Dispensary, and notes that many more not included in this

number were treated in their homes. He further indicates that about 80% of the

patients were men, and of these 76% were unmarried. He digresses to give a social
commentary on the caliber of male patient that frequented the Dispensary:

Many of these men are mere floating atoms of humanity, without
anchorage and making no provisions except for the immediate
needs of the body or the satisfaction of some abnormal appetite.
Their career illustrates the economic value of marriage, and the
beneficial influence of home ties. Most of the men gave their
occupation as common labor, but appearances often indicate that
they have not done an honest day’s work for some time. Although
from an economic point of view many of these human derelicts are
of little moment, from an educational point of view they present an
infinite variety of interesting pathological conditions. #

Dr. Muirhead suggests that under consideration for the future were a special
tuberculosis dispensary, and the organization of a visiting nurse unit. He correctly
predicts that the Clinicis destined to grow still larger and more important to Omaha.
During the next year, the number of patients treated was up to 6,000, with 13,000
treatments. *
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St. Joseph’s Hospital was the
scene of the primary clinics taught,
originally including Surgery and
Medicine on Tuesdays and Satur-
days, and Gynecology and Eye and
Ear on Thursdays. In 1901 clinics
were extended to five half days per
week. The hospitalitself underwent
several additions during this period.
The most significant, froma medical
3 point of view, occurred in 1896 when

I\‘écw St. Joseph's oﬁ?:mg ?n}g:hithcaltgr, ope'n)ed 1898. John Creighton decided to erect a 2-
(Courtesy St. Joseph Hospital Fistorical Society story surgical departmentat the Hos-

[
e

pital. It formally opened on Septem- o o S FF
ber 1, 1898, at a final cost to him of - ¥ F e
$10,000. The first floor of the 35 by 70
foot structure contained an operat-
ing room to be used for all infectious
cases, a special eye, ear, nose and
throat room, and utilitarian rooms
forinstrument storage, dressing and
sterilization. The 2-story section con-
sisted of another operating room, a
patient prep room, instrument room ; . ;
and a 150-seat operating amphithe- New St. Iose};h’s o erating Am};hitl}eater, opened 1898.

ater with glass roof and special en- (Courtesy St. Joseph Hospital Historical Society.)

trances and facilities for students.
All clinics and clinical lectures were held here. Again emphasis was placed on the
modernity of the building: the steam heat, the hot and cold, filtered and boiled
water, the gas and electric lighting. Emphasis also
was placed on the fact that this was the only such
facility in the city, and it was reserved exclusively
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL STAFF  for use by Creighton Medical College.*

CREIGHTON MEMORIAL The second addition made during this early
ST, JOSPH HOITAL period was significant from a more spiritual, yet
e —ryT " equally memorable and important standpoint. A
' nom s, s new hospital chapel was begun by John Creighton
i T in 1899 and completed in 1900 at a cost of $22,000.
2 » somerns kil FURUEE. & e x It was originally 30 feet north of the hospital but
P covunx KB ; wume nemes CONNected by galleries. Later it was moved and

o v, Parvescuns,
CONEGE TILDEX, M. B,

ww. Paccmge.
AW WLEY. A M, M B
LB OMMERE W B

—— e iwmms . enlarged, but the core built at this time, with its
b L TR spectacular stained glass, carved wood and im-
wycusenanun | pyweme s ne,  ported marble remain in the memories of many,

g Rl _ .
it g by M R and for some helps to beautifully symbolize the
By S P TIT spirituality and sense of religious commitment

and caring that for many was a unique aspect of the
From St. Joseph's Annual Report, 1897. : : : 46
(Courtesy St Joseph Hosp‘{,?a% Tistoricat  Ot- Joseph/Creighton medical connection.

Society.)
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S s Hospital Chapel, completed in 1900. (C S h The plumbi el
sl ;Et:;s;ﬁamf;e completed in 190, Courtey St Joep jThe plumbing  \Eegand 7
and heating alone in | BFEE e |

the new addition cost over $68,000. In addition to the new |z TS SR B
wing, the project comprised a new boiler house and laun- ey
dry building ($33,000); new kitchen building ($14,000); L7 s ey
new elevators ($10,700); and chapel alterations, including {- s e
) = : s 1~
imported marble altars and additional stained glass Ty,

($24,000). Total cost of the project was $487,927.97.4 Also, e i it
the natural stone Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes was built
on the grounds during this remodelling period, probably OMAHA, NEBRASKA.

_Chapter IV

1908-1911 saw a major building /remod-
elling phase at St. Joseph’s. Count Creighton,
as mentioned before, died in 1907 and left a
large bequest to be used by the Sisters of St.
Francis for the Hospital. They decided to add
a new wing to the original, badly-crowded
building. L-shaped, it joined the front of the
hospital, extending approximately 250 feet
north, then 150 feet east. It included new
operating rooms, a sun pavilion for convales-
cents and about 70 new patient rooms, bring-
ing the total number of beds to over 500, and
the total frontage of the Hospital to about 2
blocks.

3 o .-.i:-.:.-:.-—"— -
E L

e e ok el e 3¢ b e,

PGRTER-RYERSOK-HOOBLER 60.

in the summer of 1910. The whole addition was formally  Made right here in River City.

Taken from Creighton Medical

dedicated June 21, 1911, amidst much pomp and cer- College Bulletin, 1904.

emony.

The very first announcement of the school mentions a competitive exam held
at the end of each session for House-Surgeon at St. Joseph’s. But it is not until 1895-
96 that the announcement mentions the appointment of two internes per year to St.
Joseph Hospital. “The appointment of ‘interne’ secures service in the Hospital with

Omana.Nesa.

Horses, streetcar and the first Union Statwn Early 1900’s. (Courtesy Union
Pacific R. R. Museum Collection.)

furnished room and board.” # In 1899 one
additional internship at Presbyterian Hospi-
tal was made available. By 1908 the school
was able to offer a total of 16 internships at
various area hospitals, won by competitive
exam limited to Creighton seniors.

Student Concerns

Did the student body pay more for
these improvementsand advancements? Yes,
but not a significant amount. It was noted
that tuition began at $65 in 1892. The 1893
catalog, while citing the same rates, gener-
ously notes, “Aliberal discountis givento the
sons and brothers of the members of the
learned professions.”*
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Tuition and fees subsequently increased slowly: by 1900 they had reached $80
($70 tuition plus $5 lab fee and $5 dissecting fee) for first and second year and $85
($75 tuition plus $10 Hospital ticket) for third and fourth year. By 1909, therate stood
at$105 per year ($85 for sons of physicians), including $51ab fee and $5 matriculation
fee.

The early years of the century must have seen some particularly spirited
classes pass through the John A. Creighton Medical College. The 1901 announce-
ment listed, for the first time, a breakage deposit of $2.00, while the next year’s
announcement carried the warning, “Unnecessary damage to college buildings or
property must be paid for by whom such damage has been committed.”>

The Creighton Medical College Bulletin of 1904 reinforces thisidea, with its rather
stern lectures to the students:

*HH*HI—H.HWHHHHH«‘-H*Mi It is sad that the attitude of
John A. Creighton Medical College ;1: some of the students toward
FHAA A A E careless expectorations is

oneofindifference. Theevils
of expectorating upon the
floors of over-crowded and
heated rooms are well
known to the student of
medicine. It is strange that
oneshould thoughtlessly in-
dulge his spitting propensi-
ties, so much so that those
around him should become
discomfitted orendangered
by his actions. It is safe to
say that the promiscuous
tobacco spitter has no feel-
ing for others. One must
derive great satisfactions
from the fact that he can

For circwiao ol dendod mborm s wlebrens (ha Sgeretory,

D. C. BRYANT, M. D,

Belague Hnilding, OM3HA, NEB.

From the Creighton Medical College Bulletin, 1904. chew the most or spit the
fartherest of anyone in his
class. The floors of our lec-

ture rooms are often adorned with rivulets of tobacco spit. Con-
sider for a moment the impressions that such actions must create
upon visitors. The floor of the loitering room is kept nicely waxed
by the friendly janitor. Cuspidors are placed conveniently in reach
in all parts of the building, yet there are a few who carelessly
expectorate any and everywhere. To these this filthy expectoration
may be a joy forever, but it lacks much of being a thing of beauty.
We trust this may be the last appeal to you for the suppression of
this pernicious habit. May our floors be kept bright and clean
hereafter and may our professors not be compelled to blush with
shame at the appearance presented by our rooms at the close of a
lecture hour. It might be well as a gentle reminder to each and every
student to state that hard wood surfaces, such as door frames,



Count John Creighton with Father Michael Dowling

celebrating his 7.

Chapter IV

doors, pianos, etc. are easily marred. Someone in school wears hob-
nailed shoes, and the imprint of these nails may now be seen in the
side of the piano. Last year the piano was considerably damaged
in outbursts of playfulness. Let us try this year not to break up more
than three piano stools. Let us try not to break any iron cuspidors
by hurling them violently against doors, pianos, etc. Please not to
carry off any portions of the piano as souvenirs. We are each
responsible for the safe return of the piano at the end of the school
year. It is hard to raise sufficient funds to rent this. It would be
harder still to raise an amount to cover damages.”

The same issue of the periodical goes on to say that this group of medical
students were inspired by the availability of the piano, and went on to form a
Student’s Dancing club, open to Creighton Medical students only. They held a series
of monthly dances, which continued for some years.

Connections With the University

Once Creighton University became truly a “university” with professional
divisions of Law, Pharmacy and Dentistry, as well as Medicine, there appears to
have been a movement toward establishing a more cohesive university spirit. One
manifestation of this was the establishment of combined commencement programs
for all graduates. Rather than each college having its own ceremony, as previously
hadbeen the case, it was decided sometime between 1907 and 1912 to hold combined
festivities. Another indication was a change in names for the Medical College. In
1908, the John A. Creighton Medical College issued its announcement under the
name “Creighton University Department of Medicine and Surgery”. In 1909,
however, there was another change, to “The Creighton
University College of Medicine”, which it remained until
1926.

During this early period there were some personnel
changes that had some impact on the new Medical College.
The Rev. Michael P. Dowling had been President of the
Creighton University (and a great personal friend of John
Creighton) from 1885 until 1891. Upon President Dowling’s
departure, the Rev. Thomas F. Fitzgerald became President
for about two years, followed by Rev. James F.X. Hoeffer,
under whose administration the Medical College was
founded. He in turn was followed by the Rev. JohnF. Pahls.
It was under Father Pahl’s administration that the Medical
College moved into its new 14th & Davenport building.
Rev. Michael Dowling then returned to Creighton as Presi-
dent from November 1898 until February 1908, and it is
during this second term that the Medical College, as well as
Creighton University as a whole, expanded and developed
into an institution with a prestigious reputation and sound
academic basis.

By all accounts, Michael Dowling was what Creighton
needed at this time. A brilliant administrator and a gifted

th birthday, February 1907. speaker, his chief contribution to the University was his fast
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friendship with John Creighton. Count Creighton was alone and lonely, and
Dowling’s friendship came to mean a great deal to him. Dowling spent time with
Creighton, including Sunday afternoons sharing a bourbon. Dowling was not afraid
to make direct requests to Count Creighton for monetary help, and because the
school and the hospital were also dear to his heart, John Creighton usually re-
sponded with the requested help. A quote (or variations thereof) often attributed to
Dowling is , “ Count Creighton furnishes the coal, and I stoke the furnace.” *

During these years, the deanship of the Medical College changed. Although
the circumstances are not documented, it is known that Dr. Patrick Keogh left the
deanship following 1896, to be succeeded by Dr. DeWitt C. Bryant, who, except for
an interruption of one year (1900-1901) served as Acting Dean and then Dean from
1897-1913. Father Dowling himself calls Dr. Bryant “the soul of the Creighton
Medical College” and praises his professional abilities as an administrator, physi-
cian, teacher and leader, and his personal attributes of fairness, calm, charm and
moral strength. He credits the continued existence and growth of the school during
this period to Dr. Bryant’s remarkable leadership. %
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