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Foreword
T H E  C H IL D ’S TR E A SU R Y

TO the children who will use, and we hope enjoy, this book, it is merely a col­
lection of charmingly illustrated stories, poems, songs and plays to satisfy many 

moods. T o  the publishers who conceived and planned this volume with its twelve 
departments, it is something more. It is that part of their Foundation Desk which 
leads towards character formation. As the compiler of this material, it has been my 
part to further both the enjoyment of the child and the interest of the publishers 
in his moral development.

The stories and poems in this volume were chosen on the basis of their literary 
merit, their sound ethical principles and their suitability to the ages of the children 
who will use the little desk. The animal stories are of two kinds, the realistic tale 
and the folk tale. The folk tale presents animal life imaginatively, not scientifically. 
The animals are treated more or less humorously, as droll prototypes of human beings. 
The Bible stories have sought to preserve the beauty of the King James version in a 
somewhat simpler story form. The travel tales, nature study and character sketches 
make no pretense at being literature, but belong in the world of real people and 
experiences. By means of these, the child’s curiosity is roused, he is stirred to 
emulation, his knowledge is broadened and enriched. Throughout the book we have 
avoided the elements of horror, fearfulness and bloodshed, believing with Felix Adler, 
that—

“ The young should first be won to realize what is already good. They 
should be nurtured on beauty before they are shown the face of ugliness, the 
deformities, the cruelties, the wrongs. They should be, to some extent at 
least, children of light before they are enlisted to combat the power of dark­
ness. In the life of young children there should be as much sunshine as 
possible. They will need the warmth of it later on.”

It is the hope of the publishers and of the editor that this book will be useful to 
parents in suggesting the different kinds of reading children enjoy and need. It 
will then fulfill one of its purposes and be a foundation upon which to build further 
and richer reading experiences.

For the children, we hope it will prove a solace on rainy days and an added joy 
on sunny ones. W e hope it may grow to be one of those favorite books, so constantly 
in use that when other interests call, it remains the top book on the pile. Then it 
might deserve that delightful title that was once given to Mother Goose in the 
eighteenth century— “ The Top Book of A ll.”

M ay H ill (Editor).
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