


BAND OF HOPF

Superintendent
Minister.

Hon. Sec.





Or i g i n a l  F a b l e s

AND SK E TC H ES.

MRS. PR OS S E R ,
AUTHOR OP

“ THE AWDRIES AND THEIR FRIENDS,”  “ THE DOOR WITHOUT A KNOCKER,”  ETC.

L O N D O N :
PUBLISHED AT THE LEISURE HOUR OFFICE,

56 PATEENOSTEE EOW, AND 164 PICCADILLY.
SOLD AT RAILW AY STATIONS AND BY THE BOOKSELLERS.



CONT ENT S .

O R IG IN A L  F A B LE S. PAGB
E very One in his own W a y ............................................................................................... 7
L ook at H o m e .....................................................................................................................8
Two Sides to a  T ale . . . . . . . . . .  8
T he B ird who loved the Su n ...................................................................................10
W ho’d be a  D onkey? . . . . . . . . . .  11
J umping to conclusions . . . . . . . . . .  13
T he Oak and the Iv y ............................................................................................ 14
T he Crowing Co c k .......................................................................................................15
T he P anic ; or, W hat’s it all about . . . . . . .  16
T he Owl that thought he could Si n g ........................................................................ 19
T he Complaint of the E ast W ind . . . . . . .  20
T he R eflections of a  P e a c o c k ....................................................................... 21
R uby and D r o v e r .......................................................................................................22
B usiness first, and P leasure after . . . . . .  25
T he L emons and the So d a ...................................................................................   26
Circumstances alter Ca s e s ..............................................................   27
T he M ill H orse and the R a c e r ....................................................................... 28
D rover and the T inker’s D og . . . . . . . . 29
M ore W inter before Spring . . . . . . . . .  32
E ffect for Cause .................................................................................................................. 34
H e a r t s e a s e ..................................................................................................................35
Our L ots are even .  . .....................................................37
Snarler and D rover . t . . . . . . . .  38
T he Sw a l l o w s ....................................................................................................... 39
T he Snow and the Flow ers ...................................................................................41
T he D onkey and the P ack-H orse . . . . . . . . 42
T he D uckling and the W ater-Hen . . . . . . .  43
T he Squirrel and the Mastiff . . . . . . . .  44
T he V icar’s P e a s ....................................................................................................... 45
T hink of Ot h e r s .......................................................................................................48
D octors seldom like their own P h y s i c ............................................................. 49
L ittle and Go o d .......................................................................................................50
L ook in the Gl a s s .............................................................................................51
T ruth not always p l e a s a n t .................................................................................. 51
T he D onkey P h i l o s o p h e r ................................................................ 52
A  W ord to the Cu r i o u s .................................................................................... . 5 3
T he W orld can go on without u s ............................................................. 55
T he F urnace for Go l d ...........................................................................................55
T rifles ! T rifles ! ! T rifles ! ! ! ................................................................................... 56
N o room for P r i d e ...........................................* .................................................57
T he Owl that wrote a  B ook . . . . . . . .  58
Old D ogs and Y o u n g ...........................................................................................    59
L inks in  the Chain . . . . . . . . . .  60
W here the fault lies . . . . . . . . . .  61
A  new L ight on t h i n g s .................................................................................. 61
L ive and let L i v e ...............................................................  62



6 CONTENTS.

G ive and T ake . ". ,
PAG E

63
Not quite so bad as reported . 64
Make the best of it . . 66
P reaching and P ractising 67
A bove the Cloud . . . . . 68
How D rover got a D inner . 69
T he T hrush and the Caterpillar . 72
Not a P in to choose . . . . 73
K now your F riends . . . . 74
How to know a G oose . . . . . 74
T he three Colours . . . . 75
Something for both sides 76
“ M uch A do about N othing” 77
“ W hat’s L aw for T hee is L aw for Me ” 77
A n A wkward Q uestion . . . . 79
T he Br o o k ..................................................... 80
T he W orth of Opinion . . . . 81
“  H ome, Sweet H ome ! ’ . 62
T he W illow-Stump and the F inger-Post 84
Bad T i l l a g e .................................................... 84
Not the fault of the T rumpet 85
A  living D og better than a  dead L ion 85
Beware of the F owler . . . . 86
T he way to conquer . . ' . 87
Buttercups and D aisies . . . 88
How can the B lind see? 89
W here to Beg and P rosper . 90
T he W ise M an and the F ool 91
No use to try to please everybody 93

TALES AND SKETCHES.
A W onderful Cure ; or, ^  N ew V ersion of the Pharisee and the P ublican 97
No. 1, Paradise R ow ...................................................................................I l l
W hat came of selling an Old B o o k ............................................................... 145
T he B unch of V io l e t s .......................................................................................................156
“ So m a n y  D emands, you know !”  . . . .• . . . 165
How to use an A lmanack . . . . . . . . .  172
T he Old M an of the Cross K e y s ..........................................................................188
“ 'P end upon T h a t :”  a  bit of V illage L ife . . . . . .  195
M istress and Maids . ..................................................... 201
T he Odd  F ifteen . . . . . . . . . . .  209
T aken by Su r p r i s e ...................................................................................................... 219
T here’s always a “ Something” .................................................................................227
T he T rusty Staff . . . . . . . . . . .  233
T he W eight of a  Wo r d ......................................................................................................243
I can’t  understand i t ......................................................................................................249
G ideon Strong ; or, T he B est In h e r it a n c e .....................................................261
“  But if not ?” ................................................................................................................ 265
But about the Sheepskins ? ........................................................................................... 275


