
Minneapolis, Minn. Feb, 22, 1917

Hon. C.C. Van Dyke M.C.

Washington, D.C.

It is with much pleasure that I present for your consideration 
the following facts concerning John P. Markoe. He was employed by the 
Minneapolis Steel and Machinery Co., of which I am General Superintend­
ent, in Nineteen Fifteen shortly after his withdrawal from the Army; 
he continued in our employ as my Assistant until he was called to the 
Border last summer as a member of the Minnesota National Guards. At 
that time the President of our company and myself made every effort 
to have him excused feeling that his services were too valuable to 
lose without endeavoring to retain him. On his return from this duty 
we offered him a position of greater responsibility than he had held 
before and regretted greatly his making another plan which precluded 
his acceptance of our offer. In general we considered him one of the 
brightest young men we have ever had in our plant and particularly 
admired his gentle demeanor and never failing courtesy, his implicit 
obedience to orders and to those placed over him as well as his skill 
in handling men under his direction and the universal respect he 
commanded from all.

M. E. Simpson, Gen. Supt

Minneapolis Steel and Mchy. Co

Feb. 22-1917.

Hon. Carl C. Van Dyke,

House of Rep. Washington, D.C.

I am convinced John P. Markoe since his dismissal has lived an 
exemplary life. He demonstrated his patriotism by joining the Militia 
as a Private and his ability and zeal secured rapid promotion. He has 
fully atoned for his youthful error and his reinstatement would be an 
act of simple justice bringing happiness to his good parents and a 
large circle of friends.

Thos. D. 0'Brien




