


A delegation went to Omaha last
month to install the Beta of
Nebraska chapter. The Creighton
University Phi Beta Kappa faculty’s
application was one of three
approved at the 43rd Council in
Florida last August. Happy times.

Later in the winter, another delega-
tion will be in Stillwater, doing the
same at Oklahoma State University.
April will take us to George Mason
University in Fairfax, Virginia. We
welcome chapters 281, 282, and 283
to the fold. On each campus the
resident members have pledged
their avid support of the new chap-
ter, and each institution has
pledged to maintain Phi Beta
Kappa'’s standards of excellence in
the liberal arts and sciences.

The Society grows at a very moder-
ate pace. The percentage of
colleges and universities with
chapters has remained about the
same since the 1930s. No one could
possibly have designed that consis-
tency. It is the product of uncount-
able acts of judgment by
committees and Councils over the
decades. A moderate pace makes a
long trail. To see the broad smiles
at Creighton was to know that it is
worth it. We heard Creighton Presi-
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dent Timothy Lannon affirm our
values in the strongest terms.

Every triennium, the Committee on
Qualifications receives dozens of
applications. The evaluation
process is rigorous. The institu-
tional leaders and local members,
have to really want a chapter. Suc-
cess is the culmination of years of
effort, a validation of the college or
university as a center of the excel-
lence Phi Beta Kappa exists to
endorse and advocate.

Two of the Creighton installation
team found ourselves at William
and Mary the next week, at our
first, oldest chapter’s induction
ceremony. The program noted the
chapter’s and Society’s 236th
anniversary. The legacy of the
Founders — itself a vision of a
future still before us —isin
splendid form at the Alpha of
Alphas, as also now at Creighton,
with Oklahoma State and George
Mason soon to come. Phi Beta
Kappa is still growing after all
these years.

John Churchill, Secretary
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Read Secretary Churchill’s weekly blog on
The Key Reporter website.
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