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A Lamb and a Butterfly

met one day

In the middle of a meadow.
The Lamb asked the Butterfly,
Where is your mother?”

The Butterfly answered,

| haven’t the slightest idea.

My mother flies one way
while | fly another.



Arnold Sundgaard

is a playwright, librettist, and author who has won many awards and prizes for
his writings, including a Rockefeller fellowship in Drama and a Guggenheim
Fellowship for Creative Writing. Among his many well-known works are the
opera Down in the Valley, with music by Kurt Weill; The Lowland Sea, with music
by Alec Wilder; and a new opera, Mosaic, with music by Fabian Watkinson, first
performed in London in March, 1988. He has also collaborated on a number
of works for children, including YoungAbe Lincoln, with music by Victor Ziskin.
Recently he has turned his lyrical talents to the writing of books for children.

The inspiration for The Lamb and the Butterfly came, he says, from his long-
time interest in the miracle of the migratory flight of both birds and butter-
flies. Why do these creatures make these incredible journeys? How do they
know where and when to go? “I thought a lamb, who never leaves her mother’s
side, might ask the questions for me,” he said.

Born in Minnesota, Mr. Sundgaard now lives in Massachusetts.

Eric Carle
is known around the world for his many highly original and beautiful picture
books. Born in Syracuse, New York, he lived for a number of years in Germany
and received his art training there. Returning to the United Suites, he worked
as an ai t director for a large advertising agency before deciding to devote his
full time to creating books for children. The first book he both wrote and illus-
trated was a counting book, /, 2, 3 to the Zoo, which was an immediate and last-
ing success. This was followed by his The Very Hungry Caterpillar, an immensely
popular book that has become a modern classic and has been translated into
more than a dozen languages. Among his more recent works is Eric Carle's
Treasury of Classic Storiesfor Children.

Since his early childhood, Eric Carle has been intensely interested in nature,
and many of his books have animals or insects as characters. Butterflies, in
particular, symbolize for him the spirit of artistic creation, and they appear in
nearly all his works. The pictures for this book are done in a combination of
acrylic painting and collage. The papers used in the collages are first painted
by Mr. Carle, then cut out and intricately layered to produce very subtle tex-
tural effects.

Eric Carle and his wife live in Massachusetts.
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