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Introduction

By WILLIAM ALLAN NEILSON, LLD., UttD.

Former President of Smith College

HE editors of this collection of literature for young people

have had much experience and have acquired an intimate

knowledge of the needs and tastes of their special public. The
greater part of the selections are the classics of their kind, stories and
poems which have enchanted children for many generations, in
some cases for many centuries. To these have been added carefully
chosen examples of those writers of our own time who have been
most successful in the difficult and delicate art of writing for chil-
dren. Still other selections belong to the great simple things which
because they deal with certain permanent and fundamental elements
in our common nature are the exclusive possession of no age, but
appeal to young and old alike.

It is no mere accident that by far the greater part of this literature
is fiction. The world of children is a world of imagination. Their
contact with fact has not been long enough nor intimate enough to
give them that critical sense of the actual and possible that restricts
the horizons of their elders. Their world is so full of the unex-
plained and the mysterious that they have not yet acquired the habit
of testing every story by experience. Thus naturally and without
effort they surrender themselves to the flow of the narrative as long
as it holds their interest by suspense or wonder or surprise. Those
older people who enjoy romantic writing often do so because it
affords an escape and a relief from the unpleasant or harassing
things that beset them in their everyday life. But children need no
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