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Students learn ‘What’s on the Ballot?’

JOSSY FETTE
News Reporter

Students for a National Health Program,
Creighton Students for Life and the Catholic
Medical Student Association hosted an event
called “What’s on the Ballot” last Tuesday to
educate students on the key issues appearing
on Nebraska’s 2024 ballot. Students were
able to hear about voting initiatives such as
abortion, paid sick leave and medical canna-
bis.

The event hosted five speakers: Susan
Calef, Ph.D.; Michael McHale; Jodi Lepaop-
ao; Crista Eggers and Allie Berry.

The first speaker was Creighton Universi-
ty’s Susan Calef, Ph.D., an assistant profes-
sor of Theology. Wearing a sweater that said,
“vote with CARE power,” her speech was all
about the importance of voting. Her enthusi-
asm made it clear how passionate she is about
this issue.

In her speech, Calef mentioned that she
plans to vote via absentee ballot so that she is
able to drive people to the polls on Election
Day. She emphasized how important this
election is, and how she expects the electoral
college vote to be very close. Calef also dis-
cussed why she believes voting is so import-
ant and said one should consider the future
when voting. She stated that she votes with
the futures of her young family members and
her students in mind.

Voting today is easier than ever, as there
are numerous resources available. One can
register to vote simply by going to turbovote.
org and registering within your home state. It
is important to look up absentee voting laws
in your home state to ensure that your vote
counts. For students in need of a stamp, Calef

has plenty in her office and is happy to share

with absentee voters. Calef wants to remind
students that “you’ve got the long future,” so
vote for the future you want.

Following Calet was Michael McHale, a
member of the Senior Counsel at the Thom-
as More Society. His speech was about ballot
measure #434. This measure would add a Ne-
braska state constitutional right for unborn
children in the second and third trimesters of
pregnancy, which will eliminate the possibili-
ty of abortion during those trimesters.

The initiative would allow exemptions in
the cases of medical emergency, sexual assault
or incest. Measure #434 does not include
anything about unborn children in the first
trimester of pregnancy. McHale discussed
how he thinks this initiative is reflective of the
current Nebraska statute, which defines the
circumstances of a medical emergency.

The next speaker was Jodi Lepaopao, a
field director for Nebraska Appleseed. She
discussed measure #436, which would es-
tablish paid sick leave for Nebraskans. In her
speech, Lepaopao discussed how there are
250,000 Nebraska workers who have no ac-
cess to paid sick leave. Currently, there are no
laws that ensure employees receive paid sick
leave. The initiative would require businesses
with fewer than 20 employees to give employ-
ees five days of paid sick leave, and businesses
with 20 or more employees are required to
give employees seven days of paid sick leave.

Following Lepaopao was Crista Eggers, the
campaign manager for Nebraskans for Medi-
cal Marijuana. She talked about Measure 437
and Measure 438. Eggers discussed her son,
who was diagnosed with an extreme form of
epilepsy. After multiple treatment attempts,
nothing seemed to work. Medical cannabis
would help her son and his condition. Eggers
added that Nebraska is one of only two states
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Jodi Lepaopao presents about measure #436, which will be on the 2024 Nebraska voting ballot.

that do not allow medical marijuana use.
Measure 437 would allow the medical use of
marijuana, and Measure 438 would establish
the Nebraska Medical Cannabis Commis-
sion.

The final speaker was Allie Berry, the cam-
paign manager for the Protect Our Rights
Initiative. She talked about Measure 439,
which is in opposition to measure 434. Berry
stated that Measure 439 would provide the
right to an abortion until fetal viability, when
the fetus is likely to survive outside the uterus
without “extraordinary medical measures.”

This measure would be an amendment to
the Nebraska Constitution. Berry mentioned
that this is the only ballot initiative that al-
lows Nebraska citizens to make their own
healthcare decisions.

The last day to register to vote in Nebraska
is Oct. 25, 11 days before the election on Nov.
5. On Election Day, voters must present a Ne-
braska-issued ID. For those who live outside
Nebraska, check your state’s voting laws and
absentee deadlines.

CIC Celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month

ELIZABETH JONES, KRISTOPHER TAYLOR
Editor in Chief, News Reporter

The Creighton Intercultural Center (CIC)
is continuing to celebrate Hispanic Heritage
Month, which is Sept. 15 through Oct. 15,
with several events for people on campus.

“Seeing your heritage celebrated is really
important and it’s meaningful,” Mario Ale-
jandre, the director of the CIC, said about
the importance of Hispanic Heritage Month.
“I think it’s an important part of our sense
of belonging to be able to share our culture
with others, to experience all that we bring to
Creighton’s community, but also as a way for

us to express a big part of who we are with
others, [who may] not have had the opportu-
nity to experience Hispanic heritage or His-
panic culture in a very meaningful way.”

Alejandre said some of the events still up-
coming include a Loteria, which is a game
similar to Bingo, in the Skutt Student Center
ballroom this Wednesday and, even though it
doesn’t technically fall cﬁmng Hispanic Her-
itage Month, a Dia De Los Muertos celebra-
tion in the Mike and Josie Harper Center on
Oct. 30.
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Creighton Intercuttural Center Director Mario Alejandre has worked at CU for a year and a half.

“[Dia De Los Muertos] is one of our sig-
nature, bigger events,” Alejandre said. “We'll
have a mariachi band, we’ll have some dancers
and performers there as well... We’ll have an
ofrenda which is a big part of this celebra-
tion. It’s this community celebration where
loved ones remember their family members
who have departed and believe that on that
day the dead, in a real way, come back to visit.
So, this is why in a lot of Hispanic cultures
there will be the ancestors’ favorite foods and
things like that. It’s a way to celebrate the lives
of those who have gone on.”

Alejandre said Hispanic Heritage Month
is especially important to him as “somebody
who is the son of a Mexican immigrant and a
mom who grew up on a border town in Tex-

»
as.

“The sense of who I am as a first-genera-
tion Mexican American kid, it grows each
year... I was born in northern California, and
I grew up around a lot of aunts and uncles
and cousins. And so, I was always around
Mexican culture, Mexican food, Mexican
music. When I was in fourth grade, so when I
was nine years old, my dad was transferred for
his work and I moved to Salt Lake City, Utah
and at the time when I moved... it wasn’t a di-
verse place,” he said. “So, it was the first time
where I really felt different. And so, most of
my life, most of my childhood growing up,
was trying to navigate a world where I didn’t
see a lot of people who looked like me, where
Hispanic heritage wasn’t celebrated... I'm
glad that at this stage of my life, I've been able
to really own my own learning and to explore

the story of my parents’ cultural upbringing
and them being really excited and proud to
share that with me as well.”

The CIC and celebrating Hispanic Heri-
tage Month is also important to the Creigh-
ton University Latino Student Association
President Yvette Incontro, who is also a stu-
dent worker in the CIC.

“Being a minority, it is beneficial to see
your representation in the CIC... I think it’s
important, especially as a student, to be able
to see those opportunities and be a part of the
events that they have,” she said.

The CIC has existed on campus for about
50 years.

“It’s not always been called the Creighton
Intercultural Center; it’s gone through dif-
ferent names, different iterations, different
expressions,” Alejandre said. “Our space,
you know, is open to anyone who wants to
be here. We have a saying here that says, ‘be-
long, befriend, become’ and so everyone is
welcome in the CIC... I think it becomes im-
perative for places like the Creighton Inter-
cultural Center that’s intentionally created,
again, to be a place for every student to come
and experience and... to be a space, primarily,
where students who come from historically
underrepresented, marginalized spaces can
know that... [they] are seen, celebrated, voices

amplified.”
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Jays look forward at All-Majors Career Fair

SHELBY SEU
News Reporter

Creighton University held its All-Majors
Fall Career Fair last Sunday in the Harper
Ballroom. Hosted by the John P. Fahey Ca-
reer Center, the event served as a gateway for
Creighton students to discover career and
volunteer opportunities in correlation to
their fields of study.

According to Jeremy Fisher, senior direc-
tor of the John P. Fahey Career Center, there
were about 100 employers and organizations
present at the fair, all offering a variety of
positions, internships and opportunities to
both undergraduate and graduate students.

“Career fairs are the best opportunity to
network and speak with employers and or-
ganizations directly to ... ask questions and
make a personal connection to recruiters,
which helps strengthen the chance to secure
interviews with organizations for opportuni-
ties,” Fisher said.

In preparation for the career fair, students
of all grade levels and majors brought printed
copies of their resumes and a list of questions
and names of organizations that piqued their
interest so they could optimize their time and
resources at the event.

Freshman Emily Schmucker, a Marketing
and Finance major in the College of Business,
said she believed that the career fair played
an important role in students’ preparation
for their future presence in the globe’s work-
force.

“The Creighton Career Fair ... really gives
me an idea of what’s out there,” Schmucker
said. “It’s a very good opportunity to net-
work with all these different companies and
... put your name out there.”

Schumucker also said the event’s face to
face atmosphere was helpful in determining
if a company or business is consistent with

Grace Updike
News Editor
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Students explore employment opportunities at the All-Majors Career Fair held in the Ahmanson Ballroom of the Mark and Josie Harper Center.

what a person is looking for. “The career fair
is nice because you can ... speak with these
companies or representatives from these
companies and get an idea of their values
[and if they] ... would be a good fit for you,”
Schmucker said.

Students weren’t the only ones who ap-
preciated the face-to-face aspect of the career
fair, as companies and hiring personnel also
utilized the opportunity to get information
on who the company was hiring.

“The Creighton Career Fair gives me a re-

ally great idea of where our competitors are
at and where the students in our territory are
at,” Sydni Haugaard, Hy-Vee’s retail recruit-
er for the Nebraska territory, said. “It gives a
really great opportunity to network with ev-
erybody and make really great long-term con-
nections with students and with employers.”

Though the career fair itself provided nu-
merous opportunities for students and em-
ployers, there are many additional ways one
could prepare themselves for future hiring
opportunities. The Fahey Career Center of-

fers many different workshops prior to career
fairs in order to amplify students” appeal to-
wards their desired companies or organiza-
tions.

“The Fahey Career Center ... hosts work-
shops ... helping students update their re-
sume, create a strategy, research organiza-
tions, practice elevator pitches, get a free
professional head shot and more,” Fisher

said.
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September 24 - 8:25 p.m. September 27 - 7:45 a.m.
Facilities reported the theft of three School
of Dentistry address letters/numbers along
Cuming Street west of the main entrance.

R/O issued a Notice of Tresspass to a
Central High student who ran away from
the school and was panhandling inside of

the Harper Center.

September 30 - 11:55 p.m.
(Not pictured.)

Pub. Safety received a report of group of
juveniles {oitering near 20th and Calif.
that may be exchanging weapons. OPD

made contact; no weapons recovered.

This is a selection of incidents chosen by the Editor in Chief and September 26 - 4:38 p.m.

is not a comprehensive weekly report. The full report is compiled
in the Daily Crime Log which anyone can access in the Public
Safety office located at 2222 Burt St.

A student reported her secured bicycle was
stolen from the bike racks in front of the
Creighton University School of Law.
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Annual WellFest builds
bridges to better health

CAITLIN VAHRENWALD
News Reporter

Creighton Recreation and Wellness host-
ed the 10th annual WellFest, an event for
students to meet with over 29 local health
and wellness vendors to learn about different
organizations on campus that aim to pro-
mote students’ physical, mental and spiritual
health.

The event, which took place on Sept. 24
in the Kiewit Fitness Center, happens every
September. Recreation and Wellness started
this event 10 years ago with the intention of
addressing the dimension of wellness and
showing the Creighton student population
what the campus has to offer in terms of
health and wellness.

“Having vendors here ... could help some-
one in a way they didn’t know they needed
or ... [teach them] new information,” Taylor

Davis, the assistant director of Fitness and
Wellness, said when asked what vendors were
in attendance and why.

Not only did WellFest have vendors and
organizations from Creighton’s campus and
beyond, but it also offered the flu shot clin-
ic and worked with the Red Cross to enable
blood donations. With many opportunities
to learn and take care of one’s health, Well-
Fest also encouraged students to learn about
healthcare and wellness outside of Creigh-
ton. Organizations like Student Health Ed-
ucation view population health as a corner-
stone for Creighton.

Alejandra Rebolledo-Gomez, a commu-
nity engagement specialist, said the commit-
tee’s mission “is to connect Creighton Uni-
versity with the health systems of the broader
community.” By connecting students with
both on-campus and local health organiza-
tions, the event aimed to highlight the impor-
tance of holistic wellness and foster stronger
ties between the university and the broader
Omaha community.

NATHAN JOBALIA /THE CREIGHTONIAN

WellFest event takes over the Kiewit Fitness Center with tabling from local wellness venders.
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Kingfisher Institute
showcases research

SAM GIANFRANCISCO /THE CREIGHTONIAN

Associate English Professor Faith Kurtyka shares insights about Kingfisher research projects.

BELLA BECK
News Reporter

Last Friday, the Research and Scholarship
Fellows Showcase was held for the Kingfisher
Institute’s most recent research and scholar-
ship team. Projects from the departments of
Accounting, Computer Science, Design &
Journalism, English, Exercise Science, Grad-
uate Nursing, Occupational Therapy, Para-
medicine, The Career Center and the Center
for Advising Resources and Support were
featured.

The opening project presentation, titled
“Lifesavers: An Interprofessional Critical
Care Escape Room,” was given by the Col-
lege of Nursing’s Lindsay Iverson and The-
resa Jizba, students in the graduate nursing
program. The project was assisted by Ryan
Batenhorst, the Director of Paramedicine
Education at Creighton, and Andrew Eckart,
Creighton’s Paramedicine Education Lab &
Simulation Coordinator.

The College of Nursing’s project taught
students how to bring nursing and paramed-
icine together. “We’ve done an escape room
for a couple of years with our nurse practi-
tioner students and students loved it ... so we
said, ‘Paramedicine, why don’t you join us?”
Iverson said. “We want to thank Kingfisher
for providing this funding. We truly enjoyed

this activity.”

Another project included in the presenta-
tion was from the Career Center and English
and Exercise Science departments, titled,
“Helping pre-health students write personal
statements.”

“Our goal is to see the personal statement
as vocational discernment, not necessarily
guaranteed success, and how to support stu-
dents through this stressful process,” Faith
Kurtyka, Ph.D, an English professor who
worked this project, said.

Many of the people working on these proj-
ects enjoy helping students. “It was just really
great to have people from all across the uni-
versity coming together because we support
students in different ways,” Jess DeWall of
Student Accessibility Services said.

Other Kingfisher-sponsored projects in-
cluded “Enhancing Compassionate Palliative
Care with Al: Respecting Human Dignity
and Cultural Diversity” by the departments
of Nursing, Computer Science, Exercise
Science and Data Science; and “Collabora-
tive Scholarly and Creative Project between
SPAHP Department of Occupational Ther-
apy and Heider College of Business Account-

ing Department.”
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Cameron Elias
Scene Editor

Monster musical debutes

JOSSY FETTE
Scene Reporter

Creighton University’s theater program
held the musical “Monstersongs” in the Lied
Center for the Arts auditorium from Sept.
25 to Sept. 28. Admission was free to the
public.

The show began with the character “Boy,”
played by Anna Preston, a sophomore in
the College of Arts and Sciences, walking
through the audience with a light shining
onto the audience. Boy walked up to the
front of the stage, where he was joined by a
chorus of other monsters and mad scientists
singing “Monsterbaby.”

After this, there was an exciting lineup of
different monsters singing narratives about
their life as that monster. The themes of
the songs include being underappreciated
and struggles that come with the unique
challenges of being that monster. Each song
provided an intimate tone, like a secret being
revealed to the audience, with illustrations
projected onto a board to go along with each
song.

The monsters included were the Mum-
my, Medusa, Troll, Zombie Girl and Vam-
pire Girl, Igor, the Ghost, the Dragon, the
Doppelginger, the Witch, the Yeti and the
Sasquatch.

“All of the individual monsters have their
own personhood that the audience doesn’t
see at first, but we look past that facade and
into the person behind the monster,” Pres-
ton said.

Some highlights include the Zombie Girl
and Vampire Girl, who are two high school-
ers singing about Paul, the guy they are fight-
ing over.

Igor was expected to help their master
with the plans. However, Igor struggled to
feel recognized for the job they are expected
to do.

With the other monsters primarily staying
stationary at the microphone, Erin White, a
freshman in the College of Arts and Sciences,
provided a particularly exciting performance
where different perspectives of the stage were
used.

Another monster song featured the love
story between the Yeti and the Sasquatch.
The performance was incredibly sweet and
touching.

Creighton’s Theater Program started
“Monstersongs” rehearsals in August. Since
the show was a compilation of individual
stories, songs were expected to be rehearsed
on the actors’ own time and then compiled

COURTESY OF AMY LANE

Erin White stands on stage singing a number from “Monstersongs”, a show where monsters
musically tell stories. The show prompts audiences to contemplate how they perceive others.

together once rehearsals began.
Each monster song provided a humanistic
insight into the lives presented. The show left

the audience pondering the preconceptions
they put onto other people, forcing them to
reconsider the way they treat others.

Find us at:
@cucreightonian
www.creightonian.com

‘Whiplash’
celebrates
anniversary

SAM HINGSBERGER
Scene Reporter

The critically acclaimed film “Whiplash”
was re-released in theaters Sept. 20, 10 years
after its initial release to the public. The mov-
ie received a 94% on Rotten Tomatoes and
has no sign of receiving a lesser rating after its
successful relaunch.

According to Screen Rant, the anniversa-
ry relaunch of the movie raked in $578,000
within a few days.

Miles Teller and J.K. Simmons, both high-
ly decorated actors, collaborated in this film
about an aspiring drummer and old-school
teacher. Their characters meet at Shaffer
Conservatory, where Terence Fletcher (Sim-
mons) recruits Andrew Neiman (Teller) to
perform in Shaffer’s studio band.

The soundtrack is second to none, espe-
cially for jazz enthusiasts. The covers of old,
classic jazz songs fit the exact right vibe for the
movie.

At the beginning of the movie, Fletcher
seemed to be a harmless, passionate teacher
who simply cared for his students. He quickly
singled Neiman out, knowing he had poten-
tial to be great. From there, the movie took
a turn.

Neiman testified that Fletcher’s unfair and
dangerous teaching tactics were soon a huge
problem and ultimately got him removed
trom Shaffer Conservatory.

After some time passes, Neiman runs into
Fletcher. Fletcher offers him a spot in a new
jazz band he joined following his departure
from Shaffer Conservatory.

Neiman joins the jazz band as a drummer,
where he finds out that Fletcher gave him the
wrong sheet to humiliate him. After a few
minutes of embarrassment, Neiman decides
to take over with his own piece of music,
“Whiplash.”

Damien Chazelle, the director of the mov-
ie, did an outstanding job at showing the pure
dedication to greatness that Neiman had.

Chazelle, who also directed the musical
film “La La Land,” also did what he does
best: let our minds run amok. There have al-
ways been theories about what the ending of
“Whiplash” signifies, and with the resurface
of the movie, these theories are circling back
around.

Overall, this movie is fantastic. It shows
hints of perseverance, fear, anger and, most
importantly, well-deserved success through
its characters.

Upstream restaurant crafts smiles

ELLA HARRINGTON
Scene Reporter

Upstream Brewing Company, a pub and
restaurant, is a must-try for both locals and
visitors of the Old Market in downtown
Omaha.

Their extensive food menu includes the
classics: steaks, burgers, pot roast, grilled
salmon and fish and chips. Upstream also has
delicious pizzas that include interesting top-
ping options such as bruschetta, pulled pork
and cauliflower.

Before digging into their entrees, check out
Upstream’s delicious appetizer options, like
mini pretzels, wings and cheese curds. It also
offers starter soups, salads and sandwiches.

Upstream is known for its brewery, as well
as its great catering and buffet selection. It has
sourced its ingredients from local Nebraska
farmers since 1996.

Upon entering, Upstream has a cozy, rustic
vibe throughout most of the building. Like-
wise, there are areas of the restaurant with a
more romantic and warmer feel, which could
be perfect for a night out.

Upstream offers a large variety of delicious,
handcrafted dessert options, such as pies, cof-
fee cake, cheesecake, lemon tart, rocky road
brownie and root beer floats.

Upstream Brewery has four restaurant par-
ty room locations available: the South Pool

JONAH LAGRANGE/THE CREIGHTONIAN

Upstream is located in the Old Market area. Friends and family can enjoy the ambiance of the restaurant while savoring their delicious entrees.

Hall, South Lounge, North Lounge and Old
Market party room. Of those private rooms,
there are options for groups as small as 35 or

as large as 115 people, perfect for a smaller
gathering or large party.
Upstream should be experienced with

friends. For those looking to explore the Old
Market, swing by the restaurant for a memo-

rable night.



