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Non-Violent A '
on-Violent Answers

We Catholics today should stand out more and more
among our peers — for reasons that can be summed up
thus: we do indeed march-to a different drummer. The
stand we take on the abortion question, on the death pen-
alty, on senseless wars, on world hunger, on equality for
women within the Church and elsewhere, on energy

conservation . . . on these and other vital issues the com-

“mitted Cathohc often finds himself/herself detested by a

secularistic society. But we do not falter, primarily because

‘we have the non-violent answers — the kind Christ Himself

applied — to violence-oriented problems.

" A Church cannot merely promulgate the principles; its

‘members must set an example of service to the weak and

the poor. If we need an inducement to bring us to a more

merciful stance toward our less-blessed brothers and sisters, |

- perhaps we could reflect on the fact that we will soon mark
the tenth anniversary of the death of one of Omaha’s finest

clerics, Jesuit Father John Markoe. Here was a compassion-

ate cleric who taught us that Christ-like footsteps are need-

ed most in the hovels of the poor, not in the banquet halls
of the mighty. The sincerity of this noble priest inspired

many Christians a generation ago to concentrate on service

to the weak and the poor. He had the highest respect for

the value of human-life, and he therefore demanded that

proper respect be shown to those being treated as less than.

persons.

In the work of our Archd1ocesan Pastoral Councﬂ and :
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