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Implosion clears way for future

By Kelly Fitzgerald
Reporter

Burt Tower will crumble to the streets 
this Sunday, and you could be responsible for 
setting off the explosives. All it takes is a SI 
donation to the Siena-Francis house, and some 
luck.

Creighton students, faculty, staff, alumni 
and community will gather Sunday at the CU 
baseball field to watch the Rev. John P. Schlegel 
S.J., Creighton president, and the winner of the 
SI raffle press the plunge that starts the implo­
sion of the Burt Tower.

The Creighton Students Union and Inter­
Residence Hall Government will co-sponsor 
the implosion event at 10 a.m., but seating 
will begin at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is welcome to 
partake in free hot chocolate and food before 
rhe raffle pull and actual implosion.

The demolition team consists of general 
contractor Anderson Excavating and Wrecking, 
and Controlled Demolition, Inc., which is the 
implosion subcontractor.

Explosives will be placed at 275 locations 
on the tower’s first, third, Th and 11th floors, 
said Cindy Workman, media relations coor­
dinator. l.ess than 150 pounds of explosives 
will get the job done, with the added help of 
gravity, to dislodge key structural supports in 
the building.

Although the art of demolition makes 
a building fall in a predetermined area, as 
a precaution the Omaha Police Department 
will rope 19th to 22nd streets and California 

to Cuming streets in case of falling debris, 
Workman said. Additionally, textile fabric will 
be placed around the building to reduce the 
possibility of flying debris.

Over 90 days of work was necessary to 
remove the asbestos in Burt Tower before this 
event could take place, Workman said.

Located on 20th and Burt streets, Burt 
Tower was once owned by the Omaha Housing 
Authority. It was purchased by Creighton for 
$1.8 million last August when OHA realized 
it was not in its best interest to renovate the 
building, Workman said. Upperclassmen hous­
ing will be built on the site.

Raffle tickets for the chance to implode 
the building can still be purchased at both 
cafeterias and the student activities office until 
Friday, said John Schwietz, Creighton Students 
Union president.

“I’m glad they’re giving the students a 
chance to change the Creighton skyline,” 
Schwietz said.

But if explosives and free food still are not 
enough to get out of bed Sunday morning. CSU 
will also be selling Missouri Valley Conference 
basketball tickets to students, at a discounted 
price of 85. Tickets are limited, Schwietz said.

Sunday will mark Creighton history in the 
making, but the sound and length of the blast 
will be relatively minimal. The implosion of 
Burt lower will take only nine seconds.

Photo by Kim Armstrong
Creighton kicks off Founders Week with the implosion of Burt Tower on Sunday at 10 a.m. 
A $1 raffle ticket can be bought to win a chance to set off the explosives in the building.

Departments to make budget 
cuts due to sluggish economy

By Melissa Hillebrand
News Editor

1’hc dwindling economy has not 
only taken its toll on major corpora­
tions, but also on higher education, 
including Creighton.

Dan Burkey, vice president for 
administration and finance, asked 
university departments to reduce their 
budgets by 7 percent for the next fiscal 
year.

Burkey said Creighton’s situation 
is not unique.

He has asked each department to 
provide a financial enhancement plan 
that would enhance the bottom-line 
budget by 7 percent before May 1. This 
can be done with increased revenues, 
expense cuts or a combination of 
both.

Unlike last year, the faculty can 
expect raises, despite the situation.

“Especially after enduring last 
year with no increases, the Budget 
Committee has made faculty and staff 
raises one of its highest priorities,” 
Burkey said.

Arts & Sciences Dean Timothy 
Austin said that he will ask the chair­
person of each department to create a 
budget with their requests for the year. 
T hen, Austin will meet with the Budget 
Committee and decide what requests 
can be granted to each department.

The Budget Committee will either

approve or reject the plan, depending 
on whether the committee believes it 
agrees with the university in terms of 
mission, quality and student experi­
ence.

“The whole enhancement process 
is governed by a series of priorities. 
Fulfilling educational needs is the top 
priority,” Austin said.

The final cuts will depend on how 
much revenue is identified, so the final 
total for ex­
pense cuts 
is likely to 
be less than 
7 percent, 
Burkey said.

Burkey 
listed several 
factors that 
contributed 
to the current 
financial situ­
ation. The 
general economic and stock market 
conditions affect a family’s ability to 
pay for a private education. Because of 
this, there is an increased demand for 
financial aid.

The current economic situation 
also affects the willingness and abil­
ity of donors to make contributions to 
Creighton.

“Creighton lost a significant an­
nual contribution due to the impact

“Budget reductions 
do not cause tuition 

increases”

Dan Burkey
Vice president for 

administration and finance

of poor- stock market performance on 
one foundation’s investment portfo­
lio... It is worth noting, however, that 
outside of the loss of this significant 
gift, Creighton has been fairly success­
ful this fiscal year in increasing gifts in 
other areas,” Burkey said.

Employee benefit expenses 
- mainly health care costs, technology 
investments and federal regulations, 
have made an impact on the budget as 

well.
Burkey 

adds that it is 
not practical to 
say that the en­
rollment has had 
a major impact on 
the budget. Even 
though the enter­
ing 2001 class of 
763 students was 
smaller than the 

past eight fresh­
man classes, the entering 2002 class 
saw an increase to 802 students and 
there was a “solid increase” in transfer 
students last year.

“Budget reductions do not cause 
tuition increases,” Burkey said. “On 
the contrary, we are making these 
changes to avoid the prospect of pass­
ing along large tuition increases. Large

PLEASE TURN TO “BUDGET” PAGE 2

Credit card 
crimes haunt 
Kiewit Hall

By Desiree Sanchez
Reporter

The closeness within the Creighton com­
munity allows for students to leave their doors 
unlocked, but this also opens the door to theft.

Three students living in Kiewit Hall had their 
credit cards stolen this past week.

The students reported their cards stolen 
after receiving calls that their cards were charged 
to their limits.

Two of the stolen cards were reported to 
Public Safety on Jan. 21, while the other student 
handled the incident through her bank. All of the 
students’ rooms were unlocked when the cards 
were stolen.

Jill Tyner, Arts & Sciences freshman in Kiewit 
Hall, noticed a stranger leave her room in the 
morning, but did not notice that her card was 
stolen until later in the day.

T he suspect is described as a 28-30 year- 
old African-American woman who said she was 
looking for someone who owed her money. She 
apparently walked through the hall looking for 
unlocked doors, Tyner said.

It is not known how the suspect gained ac­
cess to the hall. Although all residence halls arc 
locked 24 hours a day, Kiewit Halt witnesses a lot 
of traffic during the day, so a person could easily 
get into the building in a large crowd without 
being noticed.
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1/21/03 11:20 p.m. Two students 
reported the theft of their credit cards 
in Kiewit Hall.

1/22/03 11:30 a.m. A student 
slipped on ice by the Eppley Building 
and was transported to Student Health 
for treatment.

1/24/03 8:45 a.m. A staff member 
witnessed a tan van collide with a light 
pole.

11:00 a.m. A faculty member 
reported vandalism in the first floor 
women’s restroom of the Boyne Build­
ing.

7:30 p.m. A student reported his 
vehicle missing from the parking lot 
near the baseball field.

1/25/03 10:10 p.m. An intoxicated 
student was transported from Swanson 
Hall to the Creighton University Medi­
cal Center for treatment.

1/26/03 2:10 p.m. A visitor 
reported her vehicle had been broken 
into and her purse had been taken in 
lot 5.

1/27/03 1:00 p.m. A contractor 
reported a projector missing from a 
storage area in the new science com­
plex.

BUDGET continued from page 1 

tuition increases would put the primary 
burden on our students, as well as af­
fecting our affordability and competitive­
ness.”

Burkey adds that a fairly modest 
tuition increase will occur. This increase 
will be similar to those in previous 
years. The past two years have had a 
7 percent increase, but a 5.75 percent 
average increase over the past 10 years. 
This number is minimal when compared 
to the 17 percent tuition increase at the 
Iowa University school system for the past 
two years.

CREDIT continued from page 1

Megan Messina, Arts & Sciences 
freshman, received a call from her par­
ents informing her that $500 worth of 
electronics had been charged on her 
card. Messina handled the incident 
through her parents and did not report 
the crime to Public Safety.

Messina said she did not have the 
door locked because it had never been 
necessary.

“We never locked the door before 
and nothing ever happened,” Messina 
said.

Don Bishop, associate vice president 
for enrollment management, said that 
Admissions has already made plans to 
become more cost-efficient. This year 
Admissions reduced its direct spending 
by 20 percent because former strategics 
were costly and yielded insufficient 
results.

“We reorganized our budget...and 
we have at least matched last year’s appli­
cant pool and we believe we are on target 
to reach our enrollment growth goals for 
the fall of 2003,” Bishop said. He hopes 
to increase freshman and transfer enroll-

According to Richard McAuliffe, 
director of Public Safety, no other bur­
glaries were reported.

No other precautions will be en­
forced in the residence halls. The best 
prevention of burglary is to lock the door 
and report anyone who looks suspicious, 
McAuliffe said.

McAuliffe hopes that students will 
learn from these incidents the impor­
tance of being pro-active in the preven­
tion of crime.

“Hopefully students will relate to 
it because too many people are cavalier 
about not locking doors,” he said.

Graphic by Trina Hirasaki

ment by 12 percent over the next four or 
five years.

An increase in enrollment will give 
more student tuition revenue to the 
university. This will allow the university 
to maintain its high quality programs and 
services, and allow the university room 
for expansion, Bishop said. He adds that 
the freshman class enrolled this fall has 
the highest academic profile of any class 
enrolled at Creighton. Even though en­
rollment has increased, Creighton has not 
sacrificed its commitment to quality.

Professor's artwork to 
be shown around Omaha

The photography of the Rev. Don Doll, 
SJ., professor of fine arts and journalism, is 
on exhibit at the Creighton University Lied 
Art Gallery, Gallery Garden of the Zodiac 
and the PAGE Gallery.

Doll’s exhibit features people from 
different cultures around the world. This 
includes Native American children in full 
ceremonial dress to war-ravaged villages 
in Angola.

The Lied Art Gallery is open 12 p.m. 
- 4 p.m. everyday. The Gallery Garden of 
the Zodiac, located at 1042 Howard St., is 
open Monday through Friday 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m., Saturday 12 p.m. -7 p.m. and Sunday 
12 p.m. -4 p.m. The PAGE Gallery, located 
at 616 S. 11"' St., is open Friday 7 p.m. - 10 
p.m., Saturday 2 p.m. - 9 p.m. and Sunday 
1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

The show will run through Feb. 9 at 
the Lied Center Art Gallery, and through 
Feb. 16 at the Gallery Garden of the Zodiac 
and the PAGE Gallery.

Worldwide mass to be held 
in honor of religious life

Students are invited to celebrate the 
World Day for Consecrated Life this Sat­
urday at St. John's Church. A Mass will be 
held at 5:00 p.m.. attended by Archbishop 
Elden Curtiss. This celebration will honor 
religious priests, brothers and sisters of the 
Archdiocese.

Pope John Paul 11 declared the day in 
1997. Religious persons gather to thank 
God for the gift of the consecrated life, to 
promote knowledge of religious lifestyles 
and to spread awareness of the Church’s 
mission.

Come for the Mass and stick around 
for snacks afterwards.
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Spring Break

#1 Spring Break Vacations!
Cancun, Jamaica, Bahamas, & Florida! 
Best Parties, Best Hotels, Best Prices!
Space is limited! Hurry up and Book Now! 
1-800-234-7007 
www.endlesssummertours.com

Celebrity Spring Break brought to you by 
StudentCity.com! Book now and save up to 
$100 on all International trips. Party like a rock 
star with MAXIM Magazine and Jackass's 
Steve-O. Call 1-800-293-1445 for details, 
email sales@studentcity.com, or book online at 
www.studentcity.com.

Help Wanted
CITY OF Wymore is seeking individual to 
perform work in the operation/maintenance 
of city utility systems. Send resume to City 
of Wymore, 115 West E Street, Wymore, Ne­
braska 68466, 402-645-3377.

FULLTIME FARM help wanted: Row crops, 
very little livestock. Housing, health insur­
ance, benefits. Opportunity to have your 
own cows. Reference required. Blaine Hagler, 
308-848-2471, Arnold.

EBAY WHOLESELLERS needed! We supply 
product 80% below wholesale. No inventory. 
No experience required. Call today for more 
information, 800-568-1636 ext. 4760.

GET OUT of here. Now hiring girls and guys 18 
and over to work and travel with sales. Training 
and transportation is provided. Call Dalen 
1-877-271-6534.

MULTI-SITE Food Service Manager. Grand 
Island, NE. Institutional food service 
experience required. Send resume: VVS Inc., 
Box 87, Cozad, NE 69130 or call Rod 
1-800-662-2924.

CLASSIFIEDS
DRIVERS/OTR: Excellent pay, up to 10 yrs. 
verifiable OTR experience. Top benefits, 
assigned equipment. Excellent hometime! $1,000 
bonus! 1-800-284-8785.

OWNER OPERATORS: Omaha, NE, based flatbed 
carrier is currently hiring to haul preloaded 
agrigultural and construction equipment nation­
wide. call 800-228-9279, Hunt Transportation, 
Inc.

EXPERIENCED HEAVY truck technician and 
ag equipment technicians for large, progressive 
John Deer dealership in SW Nebraska. Excellent 
salary and benefits. Send your resume to Gary 
Mohr, Midwest Farm Equipment, P.O. Box 877, 
Imperial NE 69033 or call 800-525-4934.

For Rent/Sale
ATTENTION ADVERTISERS! For $175/25 word 
classified you can advertise in over 170 Nebraska 
newspapers. For more information contact your 
local newspaper or call 1-800-369-2850.

Apartments for rent on Creighton bus line. 
Remodeled, clean, quiet, controlled access, 
off-street parking, no smoking, no pets. Free 
color TV, microwave with year’s lease. Rent 
from someone who cares about you. Sharon 
Paterson, Owner 721-1031.

*House for Rent*
Get away from urban decay.

CU alumnus-owned house in metro area 
with big city conveniences and shopping 
nearby, but with small town atmosphere.

Close to Haworth Park 
and Fontenelle Forest.

Easy access to local lakes, recreation areas 
and walking/jogging/biking trail.

House is in very good condition and has two 
bedrooms, central air-conditioning, garage, 

stove, refrigerator, washer, dryer.
$650.00/month 
Call 250-2074

Announcements
Roommates needed to share a new furnished 
house. Approx. 10 mins, south of Creighton. 
Call 785-762-6555 between 8-10 p.m.

EXPERIENCE THE magic of Comstock! 
Comstock Windmill Festival June 12-15 
and Comstock Rock July 18-20. Logon 
windmillfestival.com, comstockrock.com, call 
800-658-4443. Order campsites and tickets 
now!

ADOPT: A young happily married couple long 
to welcome your newborn into our secure lov­
ing home. Expenses paid. Bernadette/Dennis 
1-888-219-2527.

A GREAT business opportunity. Start your 
own internet business. Complete training. 
Minimum investment $195.00. Free computer! 
1-888-382-4640 ex. 3103.
www.moneywise.moneywayz.com

A COUPLE wishes to adopt a newborn/ 
toddler. Love, laughter and pony rides. 
Expenses paid. Evanna and Bill. Before 5pm: 
1-800-369-9665.

STEEL BUILDINGS Sale: 5,000+sizes. All 
steel for Isting value! Down-home service 
to meet your building needs. Call for free 
brochure, www.sentinelbuildings.com. Sentinel 
Buildings, 800-327-0790, Ext. 79.

NEED GRADUATION 
ANNOUNCEMENTS? 

GO TO WWW.CARDGALLERY.COM 
OR CALL 1-800-428-3479 

FOR INFORMATION
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Stores cash in on Jays success
By Heidi Dunkleman

Copy Editor
Move over Huskers, the Bluejays are claiming the top 

spot in the hearts of Omahans. As Creighton climbs the 
polls, Bluejay fans have become more numerous and more 
willing to show their colors and support for the team.

Around Christmas, more Creighton apparel appeared 
in unexpected places, such as the Red Zone, Walgreens 
and Hy-Vee.

Some stores began selling Bluejay apparel when they 
realized Creighton basketball was becoming so popu­
lar. Sherry Clark, a

that when Creighton 
wins, more stores carry 
its merchandise.

“It’s been great. 1 
was walking through 
the mall and I saw a 
Nebraska store with 
a bunch of Creighton 
stuff in there. I actu­
ally ended up buying a 
sweatshirt,” said senior 
forward Kyle Korver.

manager from the 
Red Zone, said that 
her Husker-heavy 
store began to carry 
Jays’ gear “when the 
customers started to 
ask for it.”

The Fanshop in 
Crossroads Mall has 
had limited Bluejay 
gear, because there 
were problems find­
ing vendors that sold 
Creighton apparel. 
However, the vendors 
have now noticed 
the demand and are 
starting to produce 
more Creighton gear, 
said Micki Venclaus- 
kas, manager of the 
Fanshop.

“At first, it was hard to keep everything in stock and 
I was selling out every two days,” Venclauskas said. “But 
now we’ve adjusted.”

Lids, a baseball cap store in the Oakview Mall, has 
also seen an increase in the popularity of Jays’ caps.

“Our white Creighton University hat has been the 
No. 1 seller since December and the navy blue hat with 
the white ‘C’ is in the top 20,” said Brent Hart, Lids store 
manager.

The basketball players themselves have also noticed

Shopping around town
Basketball T-shirts:
• Bookstore $12.95 - $14
• Fanshop $14.99
• Baker’s $ 11.99

Sweatshirts
• Bookstore $24.95 - $62
• Red Zone $35.99 - $44.99
• Hy-Vee $19.99

Prices may not include 
all products offered at these locations

“The lady in the 
store was saying 
how they don’t 
sell anything 
from Nebraska 
anymore. It’s 
all Creighton 
stuff.”

Many of 
the storeown­
ers see a large 
profit in the 
future of sell­
ing CU gear.

“We are 
interested in 
getting a license for Creighton 
basketball so that we can manu­
facture our own Jays clothing,” 
Venclauskas said. “Creighton 
has a huge following and I see 
the basketball thing going for a 
long way.”

Despite the recent competition from 
other stores, the Creighton bookstore has 
seen an increase in sales.

“I know we had an awesome Christ­
mas season. It’s been a wild ride,” said Abi 
Smith, general merchandise manager.

It is the bookstore's variety that keeps 
fans shopping there. Where else could 
one buy the ever-popular foam finger?

Photos by Kim Armstrong
ABOVE: Creighton Bluejay clothing can be seen through the window at Husker Hounds, a sports 
clothing store specializing in selling Husker clothing. Husker Hounds is located at 84th and Center 
streets. BELOW: Katie Buchta, Arts & Sciences freshman, browses through Bluejay gear.

BUBT TOWER IMPLOSION
Discount Missouri Valley Conference 

Tickets!
(Limited Amount]

Reception with plenty of food!

Si Raffle Tickets for the Prize 
of Pushing the Rutton!

Proceeds will go to the Siena-Francis House.
Raffle tickets available at Brandies and Becker during 

* lunch
and Student Activities Office until Friday.

Sunday, February 2nd at 10:00am. 
The Baseball Field.

COME BE A PART OF CREIGHTONS HISTORY!
Brought to you by Creighton Students Union 

and inter Residence Hall Government

til
ANNUAL ISA BANQUET 

FEBRUARY ST", 200:5 
7PM-12AM 

♦ -A- #
SKUTT STUDENT CENTER BALLROOM 

< ’R EIGIITON I ’NI VERSITY 
2500 CALIFORNIA PLAZA

FINE DINING

DANCING

PALM READING

ENTERTAINMENT

$12 before the event and $15 day of tbe event 

diclfts are being sold at tbe Information <Desf 
or by contacting an ISA officer

Co-Presidents:
MinalPatel: 1-402-546-6211 FUNDED BY (’SU
Jaya Sinha: 1-402-546-6470
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The truth behind the ‘facts’
By Bridget Morris 

Assistant Editor
The aggressive “Just the Facts” social 

norms marketing campaign has students 
talking and the government dishing out 
cash.

In 2001, Creighton became one of 
32 schools participating in a five-year 
research project called the “Social Norms 
Marketing Research Project” headed by 
the U.S. Department of Education. The 
study is designed to measure the success 
of social-norm marketing campaigns, 
such as the “Just the Facts,” in deterring 
students from excessive alcohol or drug 
consumption.

As a result of its participation, the 
university has received §12,000 over the 
past three years. The money has been 
used to fund the “Just the Facts” market­
ing campaign and to provide a stipend for 
Michelle Millard, director of Peer Educa­
tion, and her research assistant, Kate 
Benecke, who is employed through the 
University of Nebraska-Omaha.

For the past three years the university 
has administered a 12-page. 67-question 
survey, developed by the Education 
Development Center in Boston, to 300 
Creighton undergraduate students . Ac­
cording to Laura Gomberg, project direc­
tor at the Education Development Center, 
the survey is designed to measure alcohol 
consumption and perceptions of alcohol 

consumption at a 
given university.

I'he students 
are chosen at 
random from a list 
provided by the 
Registrar. Millard 
sail! the surveys 
are mailed to the 
students in the 
spring.

The results 
of the survey have 
uirketing campaign

dubbed “Just The Facts.” Advertisements, 
posters and promotional materials, such 
as key chains and mouse pads, are labeled 
with the “Just The Facts” tag line. Statis­
tics from the surveys, such as 63 percent 
of Creighton students consume 0-4 drinks 
per week, are also used.

But not all Creighton students are 
reacting positively to the campaign.

“People think of it as a joke," said

Millard 

been used in a

Graphic by Jen Edney
Peer Education often published "Just the Facts" advertisements like this one in the Creightonian.

Megan VanHecke, an Arts & Sciences 
junior. “People try not to be in the 63 
percent so they drink more than four 
drinks a week.”

Gomberg thinks the campaign is 
effective and students are incorrectly 
estimating their peers’ habits.

“When students don’t believe the 
results, they may be surrounded by 
students not in the 63 percent, so they 
see a skewed view of the student body,” 
Millard said.

However, Dr. Graham Ramsden, 
assistant professor of political science, 
who teaches classes on political statistics, 
said the results could be disproving what 
they claim to prove, considering half of all 
undergraduates are not of drinking age.

“The legal barrier is deterring or 
inhibiting alcohol consumption, not a 
campaign,” he said. “Evaluating people 
who cannot get it |alcohol| is ridiculous.”

Ramsden said the results are a better 
measure of who has access to alcohol. He 
suggests surveying seniors or students 
over the age of 21, because those results 
will not be skewed by a legal barrier.

Sarah MoLseed, Business senior, said, 
“When you look at the sample of students 
and the process used in the survey, it 
doesn’t seem like they had a representa­
tive pool of students.”

Millard is standing behind the num­
bers. “This is statistically valid research,” 

she said.
However, Ramsden said peer pres­

sure may have affected the survey results.
“With a survey of personal behavior 

there is a tendency to give socially accept­
able answers. Students know what they 
are supposed say,” Ramsden said.

Students have mixed feelings about 
the results of the campaign.

“It is not working. Sixty percent of 
the students in Kiewit drink,” said David 
Zugelter, a Business freshman.

Andrew Hilleman. an Arts & Sciences 
junior, said he believes the campaign is 
working because he is not witnessing 
students who are consuming more than 
four drinks per week.

Other schools, such as the University 
of Missouri-Columbia. University of Wis­
consin-Milwaukee and Purdue University 
also have marketing schemes concerning 
social norms. Kim Dude, director of the 
Wellness Resource Center at MU-Colum- 
bia, said they have run a “0-4” campaign 
since 1999. Dude said that the average 
drinking rate per week at MU has de­
creased over that period of time. MU also 
received a grant from the Department of 
Education.

“I love it when people talk about 
the campaign, even when it is negative. 1 
would much rather have them talk about 
it rather than ignore it,” she said.

Founders 
Week: time 
to reflect

By Lyndsay Obbarius and 
Bonnie Jacobsen

Copy Editors
From Campus Quilters to the Envi­

ronmental Science club and from men's 
football to Bluejay basketball, the Creigh­
ton community is a model of constant 
change. In these ever changing times, it 
is important to remember the roots of the 
Creighton tradition.

Founders Week reflects the continu­
ance of the values and ideals of Creighton’s 
founders still present in the student body.

“In terms of events that students are 
encouraged to go to, 1 think that there 
will be a good student response,” said 
John Schwietz, Creighton Students Union 
president.

Founders Week will take place this 
Sunday through Feb. 9.

The week starts with a bang when the 
Burt Tower is imploded Sunday.

“The implosion is really the kickoff of 
Founders Week,” Schwietz said.

The Founders Week Mass will take 
place on Sunday at 4:30 p.m. in St. John’s 
Church. St. Ignatius Awards will also be 
distributed during the Mass.

Daily events continue throughout the 
week including, the President's Convoca­
tion on Tuesday at 4 p.m. in St. John’s. 
Later that evening is the men’s basketball 
team's home game against Northern Iowa 
at 7:05 p.m. in the Civic Auditorium.

Wednesday evening a meal is planned 
in the student center for the Founders 
Feast. Later that evening is the Fireside 
Chat with Schwietz and the Rev. John P. 
Schlegel, S.J in front of the student center 
fireplace.

Between 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, the new science complex will 
have an open house. Later that evening is 
the Jesuit open house from 9 p.m. to 10:30 
p.m. in the Administration Building and 
Ignatius House.

On Friday at 7:05 p.m. the women’s 
basketball team plays against Southwest 
Missouri State and on Sunday at 3:05 p.m. 
against Wichita State. The men’s basket­
ball team plays Saturday night at 7:05 p.m. 
against Bradley.

Technical Support
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Representatives

$10.00
Per hour guaranteed 
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West has immediate opportunities 
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Photo by Bridget Morris
Arts & Sciences freshman Jenny Muir proudly displays Billy's head. Muir fires up the crowd at all games.

is really a chick

By Bridget Morris
Assistant Editor

The players are suiting up, cameras 
are flashing and the fans are arriving. She 
knows the time has arrived to put on her 
game face: a blue feathered-head with a 
yellow beak.

This is game day forjenny Muir, Arts & 
Sciences freshman, a.k.a. Billy the Bluejay.

Muir’s average day at the office begins 
about an hour before the game. She makes 
a trip to the bookstore, picks up shirts and 
miniature Billy the Bluejay dolls, and 
leaves for the Civic Auditorium. Prior to 
the game, she rolls the T-shirts for the half­
time show and chit-chats with the dance 
team. Her routine is obviously a far cry 
from most students’ pre-game festivities.

The job is not always glamorous. 
Most games are two to three hours long 
and the costume is hot and heavy. The in­
ner pod makes Billy appear fat, and it also 
smells. Muir wears a T-shirt, shorts and a 
bandanna to stay cool.

“I have to wear something to absorb 
the sweat and keep the hair out of my 
eyes,” she said.

As if smelling sweat is not bad enough, 
Muir cannot talk during the game.

“I’ve learned to convey what I need 
to,” she said. “Most people can tell what 
I’m trying to say.”

Muir said her friends think the job is 
funny and make jokes about it.

Muir began her career in character 
entertainment three years ago at the Six 

Flags amusement park in St. Louis, Mo. 
Muir, originally from St. Louis, acted as 
several characters and last summer she 
coordinated the character’s outings. She 
participated in numerous promotions 
in the St. Louis area, including the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, the Thanksgiving Day 
Parade and events at Busch Stadium.

Thanks to her mom, Muir landed the 
job of Billy the Bluejay. During freshman 
seminar, Muir’s mom talked to Leigh Of­
ficer, senior woman administrator, about 
Jenny’s experience at Six Flags. The past 
Billy, Steve Finley, had graduated and Muir 
landed the job.

She is required to attend men’s and 
women’s home basketball games, as well 
as other events like the Jaybacker Jambo­
ree and promotional outings.

“My favorite promotional things are at 
hospitals with kids,” she said. “There are a 
lot of cute kids there.”

Muir said the job has its advantages.
“1 get to go to the basketball confer­

ence tournament in St. Louis and the 
NCAA tournament,” she said.

She also enjoys attending the games.
“I am a big sports fan so anything 

related to sports is good,” Muir said.
Billy is not Muir’s No. 1 priority. She 

is taking 17 credit hours, serves as the 
secretary of Gallagher Hall and is involved 
with both intramural volleyball and Fris­
bee. She is undecided on her major, but is 
considering psychology.

Muir’s job is made easier thanks to 
“The Jay Crew.” Mary Johnson and Ryan 
McDonough, Arts & Sciences freshmen, 
help Muir with her role as Billy.

“They put in a lot of time and don’t get 
recognized,” Muir said. “They help me out 
a great deal.”

Overall, she enjoys her role as Billy.
“The energy at the games is great right 

now,” she said. “Once the crowd gets go­
ing it is easier to be in the costume.”

biizZ
_ ^prominent people on campus-

• Creighton alum Lt. Col Michael 
Anderson has been spending the past 
two weeks up in space. Anderson has 
been serving as a Mission Specialist 
aboard the space shuttle Columbia. 
His mission is the first research flight 
for the space program in several years. 
All of the crewmembers agreed to have 
experiments done on them while they 
were in space, as well as before and 
after. After 17 days in orbit, the Colum­
bia is scheduled to land this Saturday 
morning at 8:15 a.m. CST.

•Creighton recently participated 
in a 16-school speech competition, 
hosted by the University of Nebraska at 
Lincoln on Jan. 25. Creighton finished 
first. In addition, Sonia Saini, Arts & 
Sciences junior, and Sarah Dobel, Arts 
& Sciences sophomore, both received 
first-place honors. Dobel won in two 
divisions and placed high enough to 
win the Quadrathon Championship, 
which is given to the individual who 
scored the highest in four different 
events.

•Arts & Sciences senior Amber 
Bates won a national sweepstakes 
sponsored by Kaplan. Bates won the 
sweepstakes, “Kaplan Gets You In 
and Pays Your Way,” and will receive 
S25,000 towards her first year of gradu­
ate school. She now plans to go to 
graduate school because she has the 
money.

The 
Princeton 
—Review

Better Scores. Better Schools.

Hyperlearning MCAT

82 hours of instruction

Up to 4,300 pages of material

Specially trained instructors

Five full-length proctored practice exams

Guaranteed satisfaction

Classes start soon! Call to enroll today!

www.PrincetonReview.com 800-2Review

MCaI is a registered fademark of tho American Association of Medical Colleges (AAMC) 1 he Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University or AAMC
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Caring community values togetherness
By Sarah Horner

Reporter
Eleven Creighton students joined 

hands in thanksgiving for their food before 
diving into the massive tray of enchiladas 
that sat on the table in front of them. It’s 
another Sunday night for the Spirit of 
Peace Community.

Sharing Sunday night dinner is just 
one way the community members spend 
time together. In fact, they try to spend as 
much time with each other as possible.

The community began last fall with 
13 members. The Catholic Worker was 
an inspiration for the community. Ibis 
is a worldwide movement of intentional 
communities that combine faith and ac­
tion to help the poor and marginalized, 
rhe Spirit of Peace Community used the 
fundamentals of that idea and added its 
own twist by adapting them to the college 
students' lifestyle.

Today the Spirit of Peace community 
consists of 11 Creighton students living 
together in two houses just off Creighton’s 
campus on 32nd and Webster streets. “The 
Community.” the nickname the members 
have given themselves, is a group of men 
and women who have made a commitment 
to dedicate themselves to service, justice, 
faith and communal living.

Communal living is emphasized by 
the conscious effort of all the members 
to live simply. The members buy food 
together, cover their windows with plastic 
to minimize heat consumption, use cloth 
napkins to conserve paper, 
share bedrooms, etc. They do 
not see a reason to use more 
than they need to, so every­
body shares.

All members are encour­
aged to engage in at least two 
hours of service each week, 
although most of the mem­
bers do much more than that. Service 
projects range from leading service trips 
to sitting down and eating a meal with 
the homeless people at the Siena Francis 
I louse. 1'he community tries to encourage 
service that really involves them with the 
people the)’ help.

“When you see people from that per­
spective. you become aware of their dig­
nit; hich is sometimes easy to overlook." 
said Nick Halbur, Arts & Sciences senior 
and a member of the communitv.

Members bring faith into everyday 
life at the community. An optional nightly 
prayer session begins around 10 p.m. and 
reflections are shared weekly. Reflection 
topics range from political to spiritual, 
allowing community members a chance 
to share their personal thoughts and opin­
ions with each other.

The community is actively engaged 
in the peace movement. Members have 
participated in peace vigils and demon­
strations in Omaha, Fort Benning, Ga., 
Washington D.C. and Baghdad. Members 
arc constantly looking for new justice 
issues.

“We attempt to look at the source of 
the problems. It is necessary to treat the 
disease and not merely the symptoms," 
said Kat Tinley. Arts & Sciences senior.

Although faith is a central theme 
within the community, no religious affilia­
tion is necessary to live there. All members 
happen to be Christian, but diversity is 
welcomed. Community members would 
love to live and learn from all types of 
people.

“It’s about meeting people where 
they are at," said Katie Parkinson, Arts & 
Sciences junior.

In fact, the community is always look­
ing for new members, and friendship with a 
pre-existing member is not a requirement. 
Many of the students that live there knew 
nothing about their roommates prior to 
move-in day. The community warmly wel­
comes fresh faces and is currently seeking 

members for next year’s 
community.

“It’s not for every­
one. though. There is a 
conscious effort people 
need to make to live 
their lives this way.”
Halbur said.

The community 
provides an environment for people to live 
intentionally. It is a place where people 
who want to put a lot of time and effort 
into the way they live can gather and sup­
port each other in that mission.

At least once a month, at Fridays After 
Class events (known as FAC), the members 
gather with anyone that wants to hang out 
and relax after another week at school.

“Sometimes we dye T-shirts, carve 
pumpkins, watch movies, whatever we 
feel like doing,” said Theresa Miller, Arts &

“There is a concious effort 
people need to make to live 

tlieir lives tills way.” 
Nick Halbur 

Arts & Sciences senior

HOT TUBS FOR SALE
THE d'x?' LOUNGER 75» x 86-x 32" 

SEATS 5-150 gpm pump, 22 Jets 
' ( Special pricing during January!

k $2,495.Made To Fit
i '- Thru Doorways!

Order by phone 1-800-869*0406 or drive a little & save a lot!

2645 0 Street * Lincoln/NE. • www.tdwn-show/case.com/. '■

AUDITIONS!
Singers • Dancers • Instrumentalists

Worlds of Fun is searching for the Midwest’s most talented entertainers for 
our spectacular 2003 season of shows. We're looking for performers who 
thrive on the cheers and applause of the more than 1 million guests visiting 
Worlds of Fun each year. Performing at Worlds of Fun is FUN and can be that 
important First Step toward a professional career. Performers who work the 
entire season (six days per week in the summer and weekends in the spring & 
fall) can earn OVER $8000 in wages and bonuses.

AUDITION LOCAT1O
KANSAS CITY, MO LINCOLN, NE
Sunday, February 9 Wednesday, February 5
Park Place Hotel University of Nebraska
(Off Front St. at 1-435) Nii Union Ballroom 
Registration: 9 I Registration: 3 5

WARRENSBURG, MO
Tuesday , February 4 
CMSU
Union Ballroom
Registration: 3 5

LAWRENCE, KS
Monday, February 10
Kansas University
Kansas Union - KS Room
Registration: 3 - 5

For more info, contact 
WOF Live Entertainment 

at: 816-303-5015 
liveent(</ wortdsoffun.com 
www.worldsoffun.com

Photo by Kim Armstrong
Members of the Spirit of Peace Community gather in the living room of one of the community's houses. 
The 11 members who live in the community, located at 32nd and Webster streets, devote much of their 
time to service, faith and justice issues in the Omaha community, as well in other areas of the world.

Sciences junior.
T he cost of living is comparable to 

any other college house. The members are 
crammed into the two houses and most 
people share rooms. It is not a mansion, 
but it is a comfortable place to live.

Issues like rent, utilities, grocery' shop­
ping, cleaning and all other aspects that go 
into the functioning of the household are 
shared among the community members.

Aside from the intentional and con­
scious effort that the members make to 
live within their community, there is also 
an emphasis on incorporating fun into the 
mix.

The active members of the commu­

nity are Mary Bean, Nick Halbur, Lucie 
Howe, Peter Jessup, T heresa Miller, Katie 
Parkinson, Neal Reykdal. Rosie Ryan. Jeffy 
Sullivan, Eric Schliemann, Kat Finley' and 
Mark Willcox.

Although the community may' seem 
like any other club with different mem­
bers, founders and activities, it’s not.

“There are clubs on campus, but “the 
community’ is a lifestyle," Halbur said.

Applications to live at the Spirit of 
Peace Community' are available at the 
Creighton Center for Service and Justice, 
and are due by' March 19. An informational 
meeting will be held in the Sw.-tnson Tech­
nology Room on Tuesday. Feb. 4 at 8 p.m.

Fireside Chat 
With The Presidents

Fr. John P. Schlegel, SJ, President of 
Creighton University, and John 

Schwietz, CSU President, together for 
one night to answer questions YOU 

have! Come find out what the future 
plans for the University are. This is 

your opportunity to get the truth about 
all of the

rumors going around campus. Come 
ask YOUR questions!!!

Wednesday, February 5, 2003 
Skutt Student Center Ballroom 

7:00 PM

Sponsored by Creighton Students Union
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Album breathes new life into band
By Kira Fischler

Assistant Entertainment Editor
The Music Box came alive Jan. 14 

when Sister Hazel took the stage and 
played to a packed, curious crowd.

It was the first visit this alternative­
pop-rock band from Gainesville, Fla., had 
paid to Omaha.

Even though the venue was smaller 
than they were used to, bassist Jeff Beres 
said in a phone interview that it was still 
a success.

“It was good for our first time playing 
here,” he said. “It was very intimate.”

“Omaha is a new market for us and 
we know we have to get out there and. 
prove ourselves,” Beres said.

They were successful. Now free from 
Universal Records, and out promoting 
their new album, “Chasing Daylight,” 
this band has a glowing new spark that is 
invigorating.

It all started over casual lunches.
Along with Beres, lead singer/ 

acoustic guitarist Ken Block, rhythm

“To make it through, we’ve had 
to weather storms and learn to 

respect and work with each other.”

Jeff Beres
Bassist for Sister Hazel

guitarist Andrew Copeland, lead guitarist 
Ryan Newell and drummer Mark Tro- 
janowski would come together to discuss 
everything from politics to religion and 
relationships.

The meetings helped breathe life 
into their new album.

"It was a very collaborative effort,” 
Beres said. All members contributed to 
the song writing effort.

Since their first self-released album, 
known by fans as the "White Album," 
they have continually evolved together as 
a band. “Musically we have pushed our­
selves to a new level—explored new ter­
ritory,” Beres said. “But we still embrace

the original concept of Sister Hazel.”
This “original concept” of Sister Hazel is 

comprised of much more than just energetic 
shows.

The band is known for the.'r use of emo­
tional Lyrics, harmonic bass lines and guitar 
riffs and their commitment to themselves 
and their fans.

After 10 years of creating music together, 
Sister Hazel is as strong as ever.

“It’s easy to get caught up in success,” 
Beres said. “To make it through, we’ve had 
to weather storms and learn to respect and 
work with each other.”

With this make-it-through-together 
credo, Sister Hazel reaches out to the com­
munity—even to those who have never 
heard Block proclaim, “It’s all for you."

Block founded the organization Lyrics 
for Life after he lost his younger brother Jef­
frey to cancer. As a non-profit organization, 
it brings together musicians and celebrities 
for concerts and auctions.

The organization seeks to raise aware­
ness of serious illnesses and, at the same 
time, helps fund researchers working to find 
cures. The events are also meant to enrich 
the lives of patients and their families.

Sister Hazel thrives on giving back to 
their fans and community. They established 
The Rock Boat—a cruise across the Carib­
bean featuring live music, fun and entertain­
ment.

This year’s cruise. “Lost at Sea,” features 
Edwin McCain and Cowboy Mouth, among 
other artists.

But music is still their daily soup for the 
soul.

“Chasing Daylight” is the first ember of 
the rekindled Sister Hazel fire.

They went into the final cut for the al­
bum with 60 demos on the table. When they 
were under Universal, Beres said they could 
only release a record every two to three 
years. But they are free of those constraints 
now.

“Our fans demand more than that and 
we expect more out of ourselves than that,” 
Beres declared.

The album contains the hit singles “Your 
Mistake” and “Best 1’11 Ever Be.” Look for 
“Chasing Daylight” in stores starting Feb. 4.

Photo courtesy of Sixthman
From left: Jeff Beres, Ryan Newell, Ken Block, Mark Trojanowski and Andrew Copeland make up the band Sister Hazel. 
They recently stopped in Omaha to promote their new album "Chasing Daylight."

What's in your heart?
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A Sui te Deal
in the Heart of downtown Omaha.

Get away for a little romance this Valentine's Day. 
Enjoy complimentary champagne in one of our upscale, two-room 
suites. Relax at the evening reception, and wake up to a cooked- 
to-order breakfast. All included for only $179 (plus tax per couple).

Embassy Suites
Omaha-Downtown/Old Market
555 South 10th Street - Omaha, NE 68102 • 402-346-9000

Visit us online at www.embassyomaha.com A young Jesuit Priest from Omaha, Nebraska, MikBLeO,SJ has a deep desire 

to teach. . He is especially passionate. about mastering Spanish to 

further: his work. "I want- to help, bi lingual religion teachers and 
parish leaders to be ablaze with enthusiasm. Together we'11 develop 

■.future educators and young leaders to serve our Latino communities."Free Trial Subscription 
Three free issues of Nebraska Farmer 

to new subscribers—
Call800-441-1410 

, and mention this ad.
When you've discovered localized, timely 

editorial written for your ferming/ranching 
operation and ideas to enhance your rural 

lifestyle, we'll contact you to begin a 
one-, two-, or three-year subscription.

Sometimes our hearts
Sometimes our hearts desire companions on the spiritual
journey. Are you thinking about becoming a priest or brother? 
If so, The Jesuits offer many joyful opportunities for service. 
We would be honored to hear what you feel in your heart.

Director of Vocations - Wisconsin Province • (800) 537-3736 x231 • email: info@jesuitswisprov. • website: www.jesuitswisprov.org
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The under-21 guide to fun in Omaha
■ Activities that will 
amuse, enlighten 
and entertain.

By Sara Lauck 
Entertainment Editor

Whether you’re a freshman just 
discovering the joys of Omaha or killing 
time until that magical 21” birthday, you’ve 
probably complained that there's nothing 
to do at some point in your college experi­
ence. .

Well, I've ripped apart the phone book 
and racked my brain and found there is an 
alternative to cruising Dodge all night. 
Next time you’re wondering how to pass 
the time, pull out our handy guide to give 
you some direction.

1. Joslyn Art Museum. 2200 
Dodge St. 342-3300. It’s got culture. 
It’s fun. And it’s right down the road. 
Upcoming events include an exhibit by 
Michael Goldberg and College Night.

2. Ranch Bowl. 1600 S. 72 St. 
393-0900. Bowling and music in the 
same place. What more could you ask 
lor?

3. Kelley’s Hilltop Lanes. 1313 
N. 48 Ave. 553-6411. Featuring cosmic 
bowling on Friday nights until 1 a.m.

4. Family Fun Center. 7052 
Dodge St. 554-1925. Everyone drives 
by it, but how many people actually 
check out the video games and minia­
ture golf? Open until 1 a.m. on Fridays 

STUDENTS! wondering what 
THERE’S TO DO NEXT WEEK?

FOUNDERS
EEK 2003

Sunday, February 2nd 10:00 a.m. Baseball Stands
Burt Tower Implosion Sponsored by 1RHG and CSU. Come witness 
Creighton expanding!

4:30 p.m. St. John’s
Founders Week Mass The St. Ignatius Awards will be presented!

Monday, February 3rd 3:30 p.m. SSC Ballroom
Leadership Recognition Day Sponsored by Omicron Delta Kappa and 
the National Society of Collegiate Scholars. Come find out who wins 
Outstanding Students, Faculty, and Staff.

Tuesday, February 4th 4:00 p.m. St. John’s
President’s Convocation Reception will follow in SSC Ballroom.

7:05 p.m. Civic Auditorium
Men’s Basketball vs. Northern Iowa

Wednesday, February 5th 5:30 p.m. SSC Ballroom
Founders Feast and Fireside Chat Enjoy a special Sodexho treat, enjoy 
student entertainment, and chat with our University and CSU Presidents!

Thursday, February 6111 9:00 p.m. Ignatius House/
Administration Building

Jesuit Open House for Students

Friday, February 7,h 7:05 p.m. Civic Auditorium
Women’s Basketball vs. Southwest Missouri State

Saturday. February 8lh 7:05 p.m. Civic Auditorium
Men’s Basketball vs. Bradley

Sunday. I cbruary 9'1' 3:05 p.m. Civic Auditorium
Women's Basketball vs. Wichita State

and Saturdays.

5. National Indoor Karting. 
8840 S. 137 Cir. 827-7223. With go- 
karting that can be done all year 
round, it’s worth the price.

6. Tranquility IcePlex. 12550 
West Maple Rd. 431-0335. A hot place 
to take a date, and only $4 admission, 
$2 for skates. Check out the Web site at 

 for open skate times.omahaice.com

7. Skateland Skate Center. 
3616 S. 132 St. 333-3555. A multi-level 
laser tag arena, bumper cars, roller 
skating, indoor roller coaster, climbing 
wall and so much more!

8. Tully’s Kennels. 7777 D St. 
391-2456. Like puppies? Play with hun­
dreds of puppies any time of the year 
FOR FREE! A guaranteed pick-me-up 
for you and your friends.

9. Dundee Theatre. 4952 
Dodge St. 551-3595. Night owls should 
try their midnight movies on the week­
ends.

10. Shelterbelt Theatre. 3225 
California St. 341-2757. Playing now 
through Feb. 16 is “From Shelterbelt 
With Love 2,” featuring eight one-act 
plays about love. Take your Valentine 
today!

11. Warped Paintball Park. 
8554 Park Dr. 292-1983. There’s no 
better way to relieve school stress 
than by shooting balls of paint at your 
friends. $15 for equipment, $15 for a 
pack of 500 paintballs. That’s a lot of 
paint.

12. Joker’s Comedy Club. 1314 
Jones St. 345-4584. You know the 
place. They send out tickets for you 
and 20 of your closest friends. What 
do you have to lose?

13- The Omaha Mining Com­
pany. 1715 Leavenworth St. 449-8703- 
For the true night owl, try after hours 
club dancing from 1:30-4 a.m. every 
Friday and Saturday.

14. Blue Barn Theatre. 614 S. 
11 St. 345-1576. Take a break from col­
lege life and go to the theatre. Starting 
Jan. 31 is Tom Stoppard’s “Arcadia”-a 
play about love, lust and algebra.

15. Wired Coffee Cafe. 14441
Dupont Court. 330-2282. Drink a

It's Party Time!
Acapulco 
Cancun 
Jamaica 
Bahamas 
Florida

DISCOUNTS ON GROUPS!!
SAVE UPTO $120 PER ROOM!

STUDENT 
TRAVEL 
SERVICES

1.800.648.4849 
www. ststra ve l.com

Graphic by Trina Hirasaki 

cup of java, chat with your friends and 
listen to some music on Friday nights 
starting at 8 p.m. The best part? No 
cover charge!

16. Boulder Creek Amusement. 
14208 S St. 861-0575. They’ve got bat­
ting cages, a climbing wall and three 
miniature golf courses. There’s enough 
to entertain anyone here.

17. Buca di Beppo. 3309 Oak 
View Drive. 330-7673- Family-style 
Italian dining with portions so large 
you’ll need plenty of friends. Digest 
afterwards, watching a movie at AMC 
Oakview 24 across the street.

18. Fun Plex. 7003 Q St. 331­
8436. As the weather grows warmer, 
head out to Fun Plex for a wild time 
at the water park. During the winter, 
check out their pool room.

19. IMAX Theatre. 3701 S. 10 St. 
330-4629. Watch a movie on a big, big 
screen.

20. Sledding in Memorial Park. 
When snow falls, break out your sled 
for some child-like fun. Be sure to fol­
low with a cup of hot chocolate.

21. The Bike Way. 6009 Maple St. 
392-2390. On sunny days, try renting 
a bike for some much-needed exercise 
and to enjoy the beautiful Omaha 
scenery.

There you have it. No more sitting in 
your room surfing the Internet, searching 
for something to do. Grab your coat and 
head out on the town.

DIABETICS
FREE ACCU-CHEKCOMPACT METER

Self Contained Strips 
Eliminates Need to Carry Strips 

Supplies are Medicare and Insurance Covered 
No Up Front Costs • No Paperwork

Free Delivery to Your Home

CALL THE ORIGINAL DIABETICS HOTLINE
1-800-785-3636
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“Kill people 
on X-Box.”

Elizibeth Johnson
Arts & Sciences freshman

Kevin Mccaffrey
Arts & Sciences senior

Peter Jessup
Arts & Sciences senior

Greg Staehely
Arts & Sciences freshman

“We like to go 
Latin dancing at 
South Beach.”

I watch the . 
entire Ken 

Burn’s Civil War 
series.”

Relax and 
hot think 

about 
school.”

<Z)
0

“Go to the 
Bluejay 
games.”

Joe Clifford
Arts & Sciences junior

Molly Hendricks 
Arts & Sciences senior

“Hang out 
with friends 
and go see a 

movie.”

Michael Cleg
Arts & Sciences freshman

‘Sleep!

Megan Bieker
Arts & Sciences freshman

“Hang 
out with 
friends.”

Here’s the story
Bridget Morris

Assistant Editor

The Sisters of Delta Zeta "Webcome the 
“B/ew Member Cbass of 2003

dheresa ‘Adams 
Chrissy Abcorn 
Catherine Aron 
“Becky Beitenman 
Katebin Beykirch 
Amanda “Boardman 
Tricia ‘Bohn
Abby Bruning 
Laura Budd
Leah. Bukaty 
Dare Cates 
Aubre Cbemens 
Amanda Cobin 
‘Kasey Connor 
Cassie Cojyocrsm ith 
Amanda DcLancexj 
Angeba Didbeck 
“Dusti Toband 
Laura Trctscheb 
‘Megan Q-Cadow 
Amy Q-beaverby 
Janebbe Q-binze 
Janebbe “Jdornickeb

With the growing success of the men’s 
basketball team comes a growing respon­
sibility for Bluejay fans. Every event has 
etiquette rules, and knowing the rules is 
half the battle. So here they are, the rules 
in the stands.

No. 1- Do not bring a text­
book to the game.

At last Sunday’s thriller over Texas 
Christian, I happened to catch a glance of a 
student reading a textbook. Although you 
were probably a freshman, bringing a book 
to the game is worth a public flogging. 
Every Creighton student has experienced 
the rigors of academic life, but sometimes 
you have to know when to call it quits. 
The game was on a Sunday afternoon.

Bridget Kenney 
Bethany Kbeinscbimidt 
Jenna Koneczny 
Mobby Kuhn 
Megan Lembke 
Katie Leuschen
Jibb Mayhan 
Emiby Mclgahey 
Cobbeeen Mcfjarry 
Abbey Modica 
idatabie “B/avis 
Maureen Bhodband 
Abbison Osborn
Marie “Pierson 
Beth “Prendergast 
Shaina Saband
Cagney Shattuck 
Leah Skovran
Sara VanBrandwijk 
Achini yVanasinge 
Jenny 'Weihs 
Lindsie Addo 

you could have read that night. Let’s be 
logical, I don’t care what test you have the 
next day, if it is that important don’t go to 
the game, give up your seat in the student 
section to someone who wants it.

No. 2 - Stand up and 
cheer.

Let’s set the record straight on this 
one...if you are going to sit in the student 
section or directly behind it, expect to 
stand up. Anyone who comes to the game 
to sit down should stay home and listen to 
the game on the radio. Don't be the punk 
who yells at others to sit. The players run 
up and down the court for 40 minutes, the 
least students can do is stand up and cheer 
between time outs.

Which brings me to the second part 
of the rule - cheer. It is embarrassing to 
compare our student section to other 
schools. Next time you’re at home on 
a Monday night turn on ESPN and listen 
to the crowd. Nine times out of 10 the 
students at unranked schools like Aus­
tin-Peay have a louder student section 
than we do. Our crowd is representing 
a highly ranked NCAA Division I school, 
let’s cheer for our team like we’re Divi­
sion I fans.

No. 3- Do not wear any­
thing that says Huskers.

This is Creighton, not Lincoln. 
Anyone who wears Husker clothing to a 
Bluejay game should be expelled without 
a tuition reimbursement. It’s OK to 
support CU. Rep. Tom Osborne showed 
up at a Bluejay game this year. I bet he 
was smart enough not to wear Husker 
clothing.

No. 4 - Know your sign 
etiquette.

Signs are a great way to heckle the op­
posing team, and if you are clever enough 
you might to get some T.V. time. But if you 
bring a sign to a game, know where and 
when not to hold it up.

No. 5 - If you are over 
30, do not sit in the student 
section.

At Sunday’s game, a 30-year-old couple 
sat in the student section, directly behind 
the girl reading the textbook. It's really 
great that the geriatrics convention wanted 
to support the Jay’s, but the student sec­
tion should be reserved for students. If 
you want to re-live your glory days, go to 
the Bluejay bar and grill afterwards, save 
the student section for students. We pay 
tuition, you don’t.

No. 6 - If you have to get 
out of your seat, do so dur­
ing a time-out.

I hate it when I go to the game and 
people in my row continually need to get 
out. Use the bathroom before the game, 
get beverages during time-outs and half 
time, don’t get up to talk to someone dur­
ing the middle of a play.

No. 7 - Use your balloon 
wisely.

The balloons distributed during the 
second half are a great idea, they add a 
spark to the student section. Don’t be the 
wise guy who hits everyone with your bal­
loon. Have fun, but have respect.

Congratulations to the sisters of Alpha “Phi, Cjamma 
‘Phi (Beta, Pi Pcta Phi, andTheta Phi Alpha on an 

outstanding recruitment!
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Student section 
lacks fashion finesse

Letters to the Editor

Here’s the deal...
Amanda Shaw 
People Editor

Although the amount of Bluejay Blue 
has been steadily increasing at recent 
games, the fashion police could still have 
a heyday with our color-challenged, some­
what mismatched student section.

Earlier this season, the main problem 
at Creighton basketball games was atten­
dance and lack of enthusiasm.

These days, attendance has been very 
encouraging. Just two weeks ago, we had a 
standing-room only crowd of 10,184. It’s 
been excellent to see so many more people 
there, rallying the team.

But, even with all the great support 
we’ve been giving the team, don’t we owe 
it to ourselves to be a little more color 
coordinated?

Maybe part of the problem is that 
nobody really knows exactly what color 
Bluejay blue is. Some maintain that it is the 
royal blue that gets attention, while others 
believe it’s a darker, more regal, navy color. 
I say because of the visibility of royal blue, 
we should stick with it.

Imagine how impressive our student 
section could look if we all matched. Heck, 
imagine how striking the entire Civic Audi­
torium would look if we all sported bright 
rova! blue. I’m not suggesting that we all 
wear matching shirts (although the 300 
Birdcage members do look pretty splen­
did): I just think we should all try to put 
some effort into bringing out the blue.

Anil, imagine how much the TV chan­
nels would love us: the backdrop of blue 
would be a perfect nighttime news image. 
I can sec it now. ESPN SportsCentcr would 
have us in till of our blue glory at the top 
of the- hour. Well, that can at least be our

4±.

BUFFALO COUNTY 
ANTIQUE MARKET 

Sat. Feb. L 9-5 & Sun. Feb. 2f 10-4 
Fairgrounds - Kearney, NE 

Showcasing Needle Books &■ Sewing Notions 
—■by Jay Albert from Lincoln

1 —^productions
Call 308-987-2633 for dealer info

CHINESE RESTAURANT

SINGLE ENTREE 
SERVED WITH

FRIED RICE AND
2 CRAB RANGOON

ONLY $4.40

505 N. Saddle Creek Road 
Omaha, Nebraska 68131 

fhane: 553-1222

Fax: 558-1123 

goal. 1 can picture viewers’ jaws dropping 
because of our massive sea of royal blue.

Remember the school down the road 
that always displays Husker Red? No 
matter what, their fans are totally crazy 
about wearing red. It s kind of become a 
dominating part of who they are.

1 remember before 1 came to Creigh­
ton from Minnesota, all that I associated 
with this state was the color red. Maybe it’s 
time to change that color to blue.

Even Congressman Tom Osborne was 
at a recent Jays’ game. I bet Osborne is 
seriously considering passing legislation to 
change the state color to blue, or at least 
figuring out how to recognize the achieve­
ments of a superior athletic team. It’s defi­
nitely time. In fact, it’s way past time.

1 think that we should prove to 
ourselves that we are just as intimidating 
as those Huskers. It could be a lesson in 
conversion too. Making the red-wearers 
see that blue goes better with most pairs of 
pants anyway. I think some of them have al­
ready noticed, because I saw a few die-hard 
Husker fans sporting the blue last week.

The Birdcage deserves special rec­
ognition for always being enthusiastic. 
The spirit coming from those students is 
inspiring. It’s always fun to see their new, 
creative ways to proudly wear the blue. 
Oh, and it’s totally fun to see the balloons 
waving around too.

All in all, we’re not that far away from 
reaching my goal of blue domination. As 
we keep advancing farther into the season, 
the prospect of having a totally blue Civic 
Auditorium, or at least a totally blue student 
section, seems more and more possible.

I urge you to hit the local stores to find 
new and unique blue gear. Even the Red 
Zone in the Oakview Mall sells Creighton 
apparel. Look at the irony in that.

Remember, all we need to show our 
opponents is the Bluejay Blue, and they’ll 
go running home to their less coordinated, 
uncnthusiastic student sections. 1'he fash­
ion police can find them there, not here.

70 dealers inside 
$2 admission

STOP BY TODAY
TO EAT IN OR TO CARRY OUT

Students rebuts MLK 
disapointment letter

I would like to respond to last week’s 
letter to the editor by Richard Reinblatt, 
concerning his disappointment with 
Creighton's Martin Luther King Day event.

I am sorry that Mr. Reinblatt feels he 
was denied the opportunity to express his 
own opinions while others brought vari­
ous signs bearing their own. In fact, the 
University made it clear in their announce­
ments that there would be signs reflecting 
the political issues of 1963, it also wanted 
students to bring signs addressing issues 
of interest to them today.

The signs related to Dr. King’s time 
showed the prevalence of those issues 
still at hand today, and the signs relevant 
to issues‘of today united a new generation 
of people under the legacy of nonviolent 
protest, which Dr. King clearly espoused.

I feel it is important to emphasize that 
the presence of the signs Mr. Reinblatt and 
possibly others found so offensive were 
not the result of a few students trying to 
push their agenda at the MLK Day event. 
They were present at the request of the 
University, and all views were welcome.

I believe that Dr. King firmly sup­
ported the free exchange of all ideas, in 
a nonviolent forum. In that spirit, I would 
have been happy to stand, protesting war 
in Iraq, next to Mr. Reinblatt holding a 
sign supporting it, had he been informed 
enough to do so.

Nicole Nicolino
Arts and Sciences Junior

Are you angry? Do you want to make a point 
but no one will listen? Why not complain? 
E-mail your letters to Jordan Coughlin at 
jordanc@creighton.edu, or drop them off in CA 
203.

Summer Preview and Welcome Week 
i Info Night 2003!

Are you interested in being a 
Summer Preview Guide 
or a Group Leader for 

Welcome Week and Freshman/Transfer Seminar?

YES!

Then plan on attending one of 
the Information Nights on 

Sunday, February 2nd and Monday, February 3rd 
at 8:00 p.m.

in the Skutt Student Center Ballroom.

The Summer Preview Tearn 
is made up of 26 Guides 

and requires applicants to be available 
to attend all three Summer Preview sessions. i

The Welcome Week Team is made up of j 
96 Group Leaders working with new students j 

in Arts and Sciences, Business, Nursing ’
and Transfer Seminars |

during Welcome Week and the 2003 Fall semester. '

If you are unable to attend one of the sessions, 
applications will be available in Student Services in 

Brandeis 111 on February 3rd.
Questions... call 280-5507.

Applicationsare due Friday, February 14,2003.

Roe V Wade forgotten at 
MLK event at Creighton

I write to raise attention to a striking 
issue which occurred here at Creighton. 
While Martin Luther King Jr.’s meritorious 
legacy of nonviolent protest generated 
an official university celebration, how is 
it that no such consideration was given 
by our Catholic university on Jan. 22 to 
memorializing the 30th anniversary of the 
Roe v. Wade decision?

Is it appropriate that we fail as a com­
munity to recognize that 43 million in­
nocent lives have been extinguished since 
that decision? It is obviously a social justice 
and civil rights issue of overwhelming 
magnitude; ironically, our nation’s abor­
tion victims include 15 million African- 
American lives or nearly half of the current 
African-American population.

Growth of respect for life has oc­
curred only because of grassroots efforts. 
As an esteemed, influential institution in 
this city and region, Creighton missed an 
important opportunity to draw attention 
to an egregious civil rights blemish and en­
courage those at the grassroots level who 
have worked tirelessly for its remedy.

Joseph M. Arcidi, M.D.
Associate Professor 

Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery 
Creighton University Medical Center



31 January 2003 THE CREIGHTONIAN Sports 11

Stop dreaming: Jays at home in MVC
For now the, 

Valley is home

Mike Falco 
Sports Editor

Creighton men’s basketball is in a 
difficult position. The Missouri Valley 
Conference is weak this year. Even with 
a strong start and a position in the Top 25, 
the team may not find a place in the NCAA 
tournament come March.

I'he reason is simple. The NCAA 
selection committee leans heavily on the 
Ratings Percentage Index, which takes into 
account strength of schedule. I'he most 
logical way to improve both Creighton’s 
status in the basketball world and its RP1 
would be a conference change.

Outside of basketball. Haws are harder 
to find. With economics at the forefront, 
Creighton’s relationship with the Valley 
makes perfect sense.

The idea of playing in the Conference 
USA with teams like Louisville and Cincin­
nati sounds enticing, however such a move 
would not be feasible.

Creighton and the Valley
Creighton has had two stints with the 

Valley. The first was from 1928 to 1948. 
Creighton rejoined the Valley in 1978. The 
school returned in order to increase sports 
revenue and enhance the school’s competi­
tive edge in several different sports.

In recent months Creighton has had 
strong performances in various sports, 
bringing more attention to the Valley.

“The institution has a great athletic 
tradition. Creighton has had success in 
many programs, most recently and most 
notably men’s and women's soccer and 
basketball," Missouri Valley Conference 
Commissioner Doug Elgin said.

Although most Creighton sports con­
tribute to the Missouri Valley Conference 
economically, Creighton basketball, since 
the arrival of Dana Altman, has the great­

est impact on the economics of the Valley.
Elgin said that 50 percent of the 

Valley’s revenue comes from television fees 
that CBS pays to the NCAA for the men’s 
basketball tournament. The money is then 
distributed by the NCAA to the leagues 
based on the success of their teams in the 
tournament.

“Creighton has won three NCAA 
tournament games since 1991, more than 
any other Valley team, and has appeared 
in eight NCAA games during that span, 
also a high for Missouri Valley schools,” 
Elgin said. “With four straight NCAA 
appearances, the Bluejays arc clearly' the 
strongest men’s basketball program in 
recent years."

If Creighton chose to leave the Valley' 
the process would be relatively simple.

According to the Missouri Valley Con­
ference Constitution, any member who 
wishes to resign must notify the league at 
least two years in advance,, via registered 
mail.

Creighton would also have to honor 
all scheduling commitments and pay all 
fines, money, or assessments owed to the 
Valley. Otherwise there arc no contractual 
obligations that would keep Creighton in 
the Valley.

What options?
There are few options outside the 

Valley for Creighton. The most logical 
fit would be Conference USA, which has 
two Jesuit schools in its mix. There is 
also a solid amount of national exposure 
with teams like Cincinnati, Louisville and 
Memphis.

With a membership in Conference 
USA, Creighton men’s basketball would 
face better competition and would gain 
more national exposure.

The Associate Commissioner of Con­
ference USA, Dennis Helsel, said that the 
conference has no intentions of expand­
ing.

Of the 16 teams in the Conference 
USA, 12 have football programs. No 
non-football school has been added to the 
conference since its inception. In fact, the 
only teams without football programs are 
the original four. Rasmussen said that this 
recent trend would be a significant road­
block to Creighton becoming a member.

“All of the top leagues require foot-

Pros and Cons of the MO Valley Conference

ball. None of them will add teams that 
don’t have football. I just don't see any 
options,” said Creighton Athletic Director 
Bruce Rasmussen.

Why stay in the Valley? .
Even if Creighton were offered a spot 

in the Conference USA, joining would 
probably not be economically feasible.

“The issue is whether a move to the 
Conference USA would be a good move 
for all of our sports,” Rasmussen said. “If 
you look at the Conference USA, they have 
schools in Florida and Mississippi. How 
arc we going to travel there on a regular 
basis?"

Head baseball coach Jack Dahm agrees 
that economically the Missouri Valley is a 
good fit. Besides, the Missouri Valley is a 
well-respected baseball conference.

“Looking at it from a baseball stand­
point, we are very fortunate to be in the 
Missouri Valley. The league is highly 
respected, it is the seventh best in the 
country and a top northern conference," 
Dahm said. “You have to ask where your 
university is the best fit. We have to look 
regionally, and the cost for us to travel 

would be too high.”
Rasmussen said that people tend to 

overlook all the aspects of joining a new 
conference. All sports must be considered. 
Financially the department doesn’t have 
the resources to send the golf team, cross 
country team or even the baseball team to 
places like Florida on a regular basis.

The best way Creighton could improve 
its RP1 would be if some quality schools 
joined the Valley. With conferences be­
coming more football-oriented, schools 
like Marquette, that do not have a football 
team, may sec a conference change as a 
more viable option. However, such a sce­
nario is unlikely, considering the strength 
of Conference USA in basketball.

“We will remain vigilant to possible 
changes in Division I conference member­
ship, in the event that realignment else­
where creates threats to, or opportunities 
for the Missouri Valley," said Elgin.

The Athletic Department will always 
be mindful of better options for Creighton 
athletics. For the time being, the only 
viable option is the Missouri Valley Confer­
ence.

Men’s tennis shows well
By Nic Wilson

Assistant Sports Editor

I'he sophomore duo of Tom McCar­
thy and Kevin Otto fell just short of the 
Missouri Valley Conference No. 1 doubles 
title last weekend.

McCarthy and Otto were the top 
finishers for the Creighton men’s tennis 
team at the MVC Individual Champion­
ships held Jan. 25-27 in Des Moines. 
'I'he tournament is unique because team 
scores arc not kept. Instead, each indi­
vidual or doubles team plays for their own 
placement.

Playing in their first competition of 
the spring season, McCarthy and Otto 
used victories over No. 1 doubles teams 
from Southwest Missouri State and Illinois 
State to reach the finals. In the champion­
ship match, they faced Joggan Austin and 
Marco Despot from Wichita State.

“McCarthy and Otto played together 
in the fall," said Tom Lilly, head tennis 
coach. “It helps having a partner knowl­
edgeable with what you’ll do in tough 
scoring situations.”

Unfortunately, McCarthy and Otto’s 
familiarity could not help them overcome 
Austin and Despot in an 8-3 loss.

Of greatest importance for Lilly, is 
seeing his men get in shape for the rest of 
the season. Due to NCAA rules, Lilly was 
not able to coach the team over winter 
break. He only had 10 days of practice to 
prepare them for the tournament. Many 
players were complaining of sore shoul­
ders over the weekend and took days off 
this past week.

“Tom’s sore shoulder didn’t help our 
chances in the championship,” Otto said. 
“Usually his serves and volleys are his 
strength. He missed a lot of first serves, 
so we got attacked on the second ones.”

The men’s tennis team also saw qual­
ity performances from its No. 2 doubles 
team of Vince Meens and Richard Gonza­
lez. They lost their first match, but came 
back with wins in the consolation bracket 
over Southern Illinois and Drake for a 
strong showing.

“Meens and Gonzalez did well fight­
ing their way back with two quality wins,” 
Lilly said.

Eduardo Pignatari, Creighton’s fresh­
man No. 5 singles player, had a 6-2, 6-1 
win over Devin Lannan. He then lost in 
the semi-finals to the eventual No. 5 
singles champion Dalibor Mihajlovic.

Lilly’s team is now looking forward 
to its next match at the Hanscom Indoor 
Tennis Center in Omaha against the Uni­
versity of Missouri-Kansas City tomorrow 
at 1 p.m. Creighton will also host Coe 
College next Friday at 1:30 p.m.

How would 
you score? MCAT

DA?

TOEFL

Take a practice test at Kaplan’s 
Test Drive and find out.

Sponsored by: 
CU Career Services 

Saturday, February 8, 9am-1pm 
On the CU Campus

To register, call or visit us online today!

Seating5 KAPLAN
1-800-KAP-TEST

kaptest.com/drive
•Test names are registered trademarns of their respective owners.
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19 in a row at home Jays look for coach

Photo by Kim Armstrong
The Bluejay women's basketball team won its 19th consecutive home game 
with a 63-51 victory over Drake last Sunday. Junior guard Christy Neneman led 
all scorers with 21 points. The team's streak is the sixth longest in the NCAA. 
Neneman and the Jays were on the road against Illinois State last night. The 
team plays at Indiana State on Sunday at 12 p.m. live on Fox Sports Midwest.

Can you shoot 
like Korver?

By Nic Wilson 
Assistant Sports Editor

The Creighton Athletic Department is 
making progress in its national search for 
a new volleyball head coach.

Howard Wallace, Creighton’s all-time 
winningest volleyball coach, resigned after 
the fall season. He had led the Bluejays to 
a program record 16 victories in 2000 and 
an above-average 14-13 record in 2001. 
The 2002 season proved difficult for Wal­
lace with an extremely young team. Jodi 
Bjoin and Lyndsay Olsen were the only 
seniors and both missed considerable time 
due to injuries.

The team finished with an abysmal 
3-23 record, although it won its won last 
match against University of Missouri-Kan­
sas City on Senior Day.

Wallace will now pursue other op­
tions for himself and his family.

Redshirt freshman Lisa McEwan and 
her teammates see the imminent coaching 
change as a positive new start.

“We are motivated to work harder 
to get in shape,” McEwan said. “We have 
nothing to lose after last season and want 
to prove ourselves.”

As of Wednesday. the Athletic 
Department's selection committee had 
interviewed three candidates for the 
position. Leigh Officer, senior woman 
administrator, is the head of the selection 
committee.

“We have been receiving interest for 
the job from all over the nation,” Officer 
said. “We are happy with the candidates 
interviewed thus far.”

Athletic Department confidentiality 
issues do not allow Officer to reveal any 
names of the candidates interviewed. 
However, interim head coach, Julie Krof- 
check, is known to be a candidate for the 
permanent position.

“1 would love to take charge of the 
program,” Krofcheck said.

Krofcheck was Wallace’s top assistant 

the past four seasons and before that was 
the head coach at Dana College in Blair.

. Officer insists that the selection com­
mittee has no deadline set for the hiring of 
a new coach.

“We will take all the time necessary to 
find a right match for the student-athletes’ 
and university’s best interests.”

In the mean time, Krofcheck will 
enjoy her position as interim head coach. 
She will coordinate the team’s off-season 
workout and practice schedule. In addi­
tion she will continue to oversee recruiting 
issues.

“Julie has been a great help in taking 
over the team,” Officer said.

Creighton’s presence on the national 
scene, thanks to men’s basketball, has not 
altered possible candidates’ priorities in 
seeking the job. Officer reiterated that the 
candidates interviewed are most excited 
about Creighton’s academic excellence.

There is no questioning the universi­
ty’s academic standards, but questions re­
garding volleyball facilities are of concern 
to the athletic department. The Bluejays 
played all their regular season home 
games off-campus at the gymnasium of 
Omaha South High School this past year.

“Playing off-campus has been a con­
cern of ours. Officer said. “We need to 
identify a new venue."

Creighton will need to find a new 
playing venue if they look to achieve 
national success. The university is under 
negotiations with the city of Omaha to 
play all volleyball and women’s basketball 
games at the Civic Auditorium. These 
negotiations will likely be ongoing as the 
city attempts to identify its master plan 
for the Civic, with the opening of the 
city's new convention center and arena in 
September.

"Students don’t like to drive to games 
so it would get more people to the games,” 
McEwan said. “It could be good for re­
cruiting as well.”

Birdcage unleashes spirit
By Mike Falco

Sports Editor
If you think winning free turkeys and beef jerky 

during halftime is nice, imagine winning free tuition 
for a semester. That is the new reality for students at­
tending men’s basketball games.

The latest promotion, which premiered Sunday, 
will become a permanent fixture during halftime for 
the remainder of the season. The “Creighton Student 
Shoot-out” provides one student, chosen at random, 
four opportunities to win various prizes. The student 
is given 24 seconds to shoot a layup, free throw, 3- 
pointer and a half court shot.

The grand prize, a semester's tuition, is won if 
the student is able to sink a shot from half court. By 
hitting a 3-pointer. the student receives a $500 gift 
certificate to the Creighton bookstore. If the student 
makes a free throw, they receive a Creighton pullover. 
Making a lay up promises a Creighton t-shirt.

The shoot-out is the latest of several new promo­
tions at men's basketball games, aimed at keeping 
fans engaged during the game. The new promotions 
include a Con-Agra Food shoot-out and a half court 
putt for prizes.

“We want to do a few more things from an at­
mosphere point of view," said Mike West, director of 
marketing for the Athletic Department.

The shoot-out was more than just the vision of 
West. Creighton Students Union approached West 
about the possibility of such an event. Athletic Direc­
tor Bruce Rasmussen also backed the idea of paying 
for a student's tuition.

The university will cover the cost of tuition, while 
the Bookstore gift certificates are covered by Dr. Doug 
Ramos, a Jaybackcr who wanted to do something for 
the university.

The first participant was junior Matt Fisher, who 
succeeded in winning the gift certificate, pull over, 
and t-shirt, but failed to win the free tuition.

“I was really comfortable after the lay up and free 
throw. But after I hit the three, the crowd went nuts 
anti made me uncomfortable.” Fisher said.

“This is a neat thing for students. The student 
support has been phenomenal and we’d like to sec 
some of that enthusiasm cany over to other sports," 
West said.

By Jordan Coughlin 
Commentary Editor

Many Creighton stu­
dents chose not to attend 
sporting events because of 
too much homework - for 
the Birdcage, that excuse 
doesn’t fly.

T’he Birdcage is an 
eight-year-old student 
club that supports Creigh­
ton sports. Members
stand in the front rows at 
men’s basketball games, 
trying to get the Creigh­
ton home crowd scream­
ing and shouting.

Members pay $10 
to join, and in return, 
receive a Birdcage t-shirt 
and free pizza at halftime 
of all men’s home games.

Clint I’ickman, head 
of the Birdcage said, “The 
Birdcage is kind of like a pep-club 
that tries to get people to go to the 
games.”

Pickman thinks the Birdcage 
has been, and continues to be, the 
elixir for the lack of student sup­
port that plagues our campus (not 
including the recent sellouts at the 
men’s basketball games).

With about 300 total members. 
100 more than last year. Pickman 
said this has been one of the biggest 
years for the birdcage.

“Information is our main tool 
this year. We passed out a lot more 
flyers and got more people to sup­
port the Birdcage, which increased 
our membership and participation 
enormously,” Pickman said.

The Birdcage has also introduc­
ing road-trips. Their last trip was to
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Billy the Bluejay sits atop the shoulders of Birdcage president Clint Pickman and vice 
president Eric Sandquist at a men's home basketball game versus Illinois State Jan. 20.

Kansas City for the Guardians Clas­
sic where the men’s basketball team 
beat Notre Dame. The Birdcage 
plans to support more trips in the 
future, especially if the Jays make it 
to the NCAA tournament.

The lack of interest in other 
sports seems to be one of the prob­
lems that the Birdcage experiences.

“Since other sports, like soc­
cer, host events that are so far away, 
students have problems getting to 
them,” Pickman said.

One of the Birdcage’s goals is 
to support more baseball, soccer 
and volleyball.

Another problem seems to be 
students deciding to stay' in rather 
than go out.

“Since Creighton is more of 
an academic-related school, we 

still have trouble getting people to 
events,” Pickman said.

“Professors schedule tests the 
day after a basketball game and 
it really affects our attendance 
levels."

Regardless of a few glitches, 
Pickman says the members have a 
great time at the games.

“We all stand up in the front 
row. which makes everyone else 
have to stand up even if they don't 
want to.” Pickman said with a grin. 
“We also pass out balloons at half­
time and get everyone in the crowd 
going."


