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CREIGHTON TO ESTABLISH INDEPENDENT
CHAPTER OF ABA LAW STUDENT DIVISION

Over 100 Students Volunteer to Assist

Community Citizens with VITA

VITA - Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance - is taking off in a tre-
mendous way here at Creighton
Law School. Today we have
over 100 student volunteers
from all three classes to assist lo-
cal area residents with their 1991
Income Tax forms. Since the ini-
tial response from the students
is SO great the program is chang-
ing daily. The Creilghton Chap-
ter of the ABA/LSD VITA pro-
gram now has a triangle ap-
proach and is being organized
by Pete Slowiaczek, 2L.

We will staff our own VITA
sites with the aid of the commu-
nity. The first site will be at Our
Lady of Guadalupe church in
south Omaha. This predomi-
nately spanish-speaking congre-
gation has a huge need for our
services. Father Joel will pro-
vide interpreters and rooms in
the church. Any students who
are bilingual would be especially
helpful in this area, so let Pete
know if you can be of assistance
at the church.

We will also be manning sites
in several Omaha Housing Au-
thority complexes. Robert
Armstrong of the OHA has
pledged whatever resources he
has to help us in any way need-
ed including the assignment of a
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OHA staff member as his of-
fice's coordinator. Pete will be
meeting this week with Robert
to finalize the sites and dates for
the VITA program with the
OHA. Primary dates for these
locations will be the end of Jan-
uary beginning of February,
and possibly in April if needed.
These sites are aimed at assist-
ing low income, elderly and
earned income credit taxpay-

- ers.

We will also staff the existing
VITA site at Offutt Air Force
Base during the entire sprin% fil-
ing season as needed. This
site is staffed during the day so
we will primarily staff during the
evenings and weekends
(Saturday). This site is aimed
at assisting airmen and their
families, especially since sever-
al airmen were deployed to
Saudi Arabia in Operation Des-
ert Storm.

In addition to the Creighton
VITA sites, we will also assist at
the various existing VITA sites
in and around Omaha. This
manning will be extremely flexi-
ble. The Greater Omaha Com-
munity Action Group wiii be
able to benefit from our assis-
tance the most since they pre-

Con't on page 4

Chapter Off & Running

More Student Leadership
Positions Now Available

Creighton University Law
School is establishing their own
Chapter of the American Bar
Association, Law Student Divi-
sion. Currently, the ABA/LSD
is part of the Student Bar Asso-
ciation which every student auto-
matically belongs to when en-
rolled at the law school. Howev-
er, not all students are members
of the ABA/LSD.

The best thing about the Law
Student Division of the ABA is
the opportunities it provides for
students -- job opportunities,
political opportunities, opportu-
nities to help people who really
need it, opportunities to gain ex-
perience which could help you
make it through law school and
through life after law school. As
a student, you can pick and
choose which opportunities best
suit your needs and interests.

The Division is just one little
part of the American Bar Associ-
ation, which is a vast organization
that has its fingers in almost ev-
ery conceivable aspect of the
law. The ABA has dozens of
sections, committees, and com-
missions which deal with every-
thing from legal education to cor-
porate law to women and minor-
ities in the profession. And each
committee has a law student
Con't on page 2
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EIGHT ATTEND CHICAGO ROUNDTABLE CONFERENCE

FALL ABA/LSD CONFERENCE

On the weekend of October
11-13, over midterm break,
eight Creighton law students
(two 1st years, two 2nd years,
and four 3rd years) along with
Professor Angela Ballentine, at-
tended the Fall Roundtable
Meeting of the American Bar As-
sociation, Law Student Division.
Schools from the sixth, seventh,
and eighth circuits were repre-

to meet with the students from
other schools. Saturday was the
day the actual meetings took
place. The meeting was called
to order and introductions were
made, agendas were explained,
new business such as the No-
vember 1st Board of Governors
and the election of national offi-
cers was discussed, and Dean

sented at this convention held at
the Embassy Suites hotel in
Chicago. The basic purpose of
the meeting was to allow these
three circuits to get together and
discuss their individual ABA
Chapter programs. For those
new to the ABA, a meeting was

THE DEAN OF LOYOLA
SCHOOL OF LAW
STRESSED THE

IMPORTANCE OF THE

ABA's ROLE IN LEGAL

EDUCATION

held to introduce those mem-
bers to the ABA, explain its
structure, and what opportunities
are available through the ABA.

Nina Appel from the Loyola
School of Law spoke to the
group. She stressed the impor-
tance of the ABA's role in legal
education. Presentations on VI-
TA (Volunteer Income Tax As-
sistance) program and the Com-
mission on Women and Minori-
ties (COMWP) were also
made. A representative of the

Atter a grueling eight hour drive
into Chicago, the Creighton del-
egates checked into the hotel,
settled into their prospective
suites, and then proceeded to
the complimentary Happy Hour

P.M.B.R. then addressed the
group on the value of P.M.B.R.
courses.

After lunch, individual circuit
meetings were held, enabling
each of the schools belonging to
a circuit to get together and re-
port on progress and problems
that exist in their ABA Chapter.
Other individual meetings were
held: SBA President's meeting,
ABA representatives meeting,
and a newcomers meeting.

After the meeting adjourned,
once again most everyone went
to the Happy Hour. Later that
night, limousine service was pro-
vided by P.M.B.R. to take stu-
dents around to various Chicago
hot spots.

The meetings were very infor-
mative as well as somewhat in-
spiring. Creighton sent a strong
and enthusiastic contingency that
are ready and motivated to
make our ABA Chapter stronger

than ever.
. -Ellen Fitzpatrick, 3L

New ABA/LSD Chapter Con't from Page 1
representative, who is able to learn more about his or her particular
area of interest, provide innovative idea and a student perspective
on topics of discussion, and meet attorneys from around the country
who practice in that area (good connections!). These students, called
"liaisons," are chosen through an interview process in the Spring.

The Division itself also offers a ton of leadership positions at the na-
tional level (like National Officers, or representatives to the ABA
House of Delegates), the regional level (like Governor and Lieuten-
ant Governor positions), and the Creighton Law School level (like di-
rectors in the new Chapter Program and committee heads for com-
munity service projects). The Is are well-founded, the politics are
fun, the work is innovative, and the benefits are immeasurable. Allin
all, the opportunities are endless.

So get involved. Join the Creighton Law School Chapter of the
ABA/LSD. Applications can be picked up from one of the current
members or talk to Professor Ballentine.
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See what you get when you join the

American

ar Association and the

Law Student Division

Look at what you get

when you join the American
Bar Association. When you
join you join the largest volun-
tary professional organization
in the world. Over 350,000
lawyers and 36,000 law stu-
dents take advantage of the
ABA's programs and publica-
tions on important issues of
law. Student membership of-
fers you access to a unique
network of professional con-
tacts and knowledge that will
provide invaluable guidance
throughout law school and
when you begin planning your
career.

ABA membership also enti-
tles you to many special ben-
efits designed to enhance your
law school experience. Timely
periodicals will keep you up-
to-date on current issues and
cases. Discounts on services
and publications will help you
keep costs down while attend-
ing law school. The ABA's 30
other sections, divisions and
forum committees offer spe-
cialized information and con-
tacts within particular areas of
law.

Benefits are detailed in infor-
mation that is sent to you after
you join. If you have any
questions, you can contact the
Member Service Representa-
tives directly at (312) 988-
5522. Questions about Divi-
sion programs, call (312) 988-
5622.

As a member of the Law
Student Division, you will also
receive two ABA magazines,
the ABA Journal and Student
Lawyer . Publisheé monthly,
the ABA Journal is the most
widely read national legal mag-
azine. It examines many sides
of current legal issues, state and
federal supreme court cases,
and the legal professional itself.
You'll receive a full year's sub-
scription.

Student r_is the only
national magazine directed ex-
clusively to law students. Pub-
lished September through
May, the magazine features ar-
ticles on contemporary legal is-
sues and emerging social
trends. Student Lawyer pu-
blishes an annual salary survey,
iists of summer programs
abroad, and a bar exam guide
which includes bar review
course and state-by-state ex-
am requirements.

So join the American Bar As-
sociation, Law Student Division
Chapter at Creighton Universi-
ty School of Law tocay. Mem-
bership applicatior's can be
picked up from one of the cur-
rent members, Evelyn La-
bode, Ellen Fitzpatrick and
Jane Peterson 3Ls; Dave Mu-
sel, Amy LaFolletts, Rachel
Foley and Katie Kirk, 2Ls; and
Jane Knapp, Tracy Heims or
Sue Gerber, 1Ls - just to
name a few of the cLrrent mem-
bers.
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THE NEXT

ABA/LSD CHAPTER
MEETING

will be

WEDNESDAY

NOVEMBER 20
AT 12:00

IN ROOM 124

Topics of Discussion:

Approval of the Chapter's
Constitution and Bylaws,
Nominations for VP, Sec,
Treasurer, and Membership
Directors; and the upcoming
Spring Roundtable Confer-
ence in Minneapolis next

semester.

ABA/LSD
HOLDS FiFS
ALL SCHOCL

PARTY!

The Creighton Chapter of

the American Bar Association,

Law Student Division held it's

first all school party to get the
word out on the ABA and what
it is all about. The party was on

Friday November 8th and held

at one of the Law School's fa-
vorite waterin

holes - THE

BLUE JAY BAR. Grady treat-

‘ed us with his usual sense of
humor and accomodated the
nearly 200 law students that at-
tended. He also genously do-

nated several items for door

prizes. A great time was had
by all and another party is be-

ing planned soon for next se-
mester. Keep your eyes open
when you return after Christmas
break for the date.
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COMMISSION ON WOMEN
AND MINORITIES IN THE
PROFESSION

The Commission on Women
and Minorities in the Profession
(COMWRP) is one of six stand-
ing committees of the American
Bar Association, Law Student
Division. It is the newest com-
mittee which is an indication of
the ABA/LSD's concern for the
entrance and progression of
women and minorities, The na-
tional commission has request-
ed that each circuit appoint a
COMWP Lieutenant Governor
and that each school appoint a
COMWP representative. Sam
Skrupa is our Eight Circuit Lieu-
tenant Governor and Ellen Fitz-
patrick (3L) is Creighton's
COMWP representative. The
National Co-Chairperson, Anne
Underwood of bowdoin Col-
lege, Maine, was at the Chicago
Roundtable Conference and
had a chance to meet all the new
representatives from the Circuits
and schools. COMWP's man-
date is broad: it includes relig-
ious, gender, racial and access
issues. Contact Ellen about
things that are positive as well
as areas that you see that need
improvement.

-Evelyn Labode, 3L

Liaisons are appointed by the
Law Student Division chair with
the assistance of a selection
committee, and generally serve
for one year. However, reap-
pointment for successive terms
is possible if the liaison has per-
formed well and has reapplied
for the position.

In addition to the liaison posi-
tions open, a number of national
student director positions are
available. Organizations needing
national student directors are the
Client Counseling competition,
the National Appellate Advoca-
cy Competition, the negotiations
Compoetition, and the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance Program
(VITA).

To apply, a law student must
be in good academic standing at
an ABA accredited law school,
with at least one full year of law
schoal (as of September 1992)
remeining. Liaison applicants
must be members of the sec-
tion, division, or committee to
which they are applying. Other
restrictions may apply, depend-
ing 01 each entity’s requirements.
Liaisnons and national student di-
rectc” terms generally run form
Jgge 1, 1992 through May 31,
199¢2.

The application for liaison or
national student director posi-
tions is on page 43 of the No-
vember 1991 issue of the Stu-
dent Lawyer. The deadline for
application is February 1, 1992.
Applications are also available
from the division's Chicago of-
fice, 750 N. Lake Shore Drive,
Chicago, IL 60611.

Business Law is One of the
ABA Sections Looking for a
Student Liaison

Student members of the
American Bar Association, Law
Student Division who are ‘nter-
ested in the practice of busi-
ness law should consider mem-
bership in the Business Law
Section of the ABA. The Busi-
ness Lawyer, the Section's
quarterly law journal, is included
with section membership and
contains articles covering the
most current legal issues facing
the business community today.
The Business Law Section is
composed of 39 committees
which deal with subjects ranging
from banking and international
business law to securities regu-
lation and intellectual property.

LAW STUDENTS CAN STILL VOLUNTEER FOR THE VITA PROGRAM

Con't from Page One

approximately 600 retums annu-
ally and are just about at their ca-
pacity now. They will definitely
use our services for a few days
to help lighten thier load.

Anyone can volunteer to help
with VITA. The Internal Reve-
nue Service will provide training
in January and will prepare you
to assist with most everyone's
needs, so you don't need any

tax ;9xperience or classes to
voluiteer. The training will be
cove red in two or three ses-
sion 3, each being about two
hour s long. Because of the fan-
tastic number of volunteers,
each volunteer will probably not
have: to commit to more than a
few VITA sessions each, how-
ever, you can volunteer for as
manyas you like.

More information will be out

when you return for second se-

mester. Everyone is really excit-

ed about the VITA program and

we can really make a difference

\géth assisting community mem-
rs.

If you want to volunteer or
would like more information, con-
tact Pete or sign up on the
board across from the SBA of-
fice.

-Pete Slowaczek, 2L




