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April 10, 1969

Dr. Merle M. Musselman, President

Omaha Board of Education

119 South 51st Street

Omaha, Nebraska 68132

Dear Dr. Musselman,

My first impression upon reading the so-called charges ex¬

pressed by Mr. Theodore Johnson in his lengthy letter of

April Ath was to simply ignore the various unsubstantiated

charges contained therein. However, after due consideration,

I feel compelled to comment upon the irresponsible statements

made about the administration and the conditions at Horace

Mann Junior High.

Much of what Mr. Johnson said is, unfortunately, vicious hear¬

ay without an iota of evidence presented. Has Mr. Johnson

and his committee ever visited Horace Mann Junior High to

personally observe the allegations made? Does Mr. Johnson have

any children attending Horace Mann Junior High? Does Mr. John-

son realize that 5 of the 6 members of the administlacive

staff are Negroes? Has Mr. Johnson ever made an attempt to

verify these accusations by a conference with any of the admin¬

istrative staff in general or myself in particular? Obviously

the questions are rhetorical and the answer is "no" to all of

them.

One of the skills we teach our youngsters is to be able to dis¬

tinguish between fact and fiction. It would behoove Mr. John-

son to discriminate between factual statements and fictional

ones before making accusations against responsible members of

the teaching profession.

Fiction "Mr. Barbee is charged generally with unethical and

non professional conduct; the willful abuse of author¬

ity: manifested by his harrassment, intimidation and

character assassination practiced on his fellow teach¬

ers and administrators and others in the community-at¬

large.
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Fact: Who is charging Mr. Barbee with this non-professional

conduct, the willful abuse of authority, the harrass¬

ment, intimidation and character assassination? Dr.

Knutzen would be the authority to ascertain any will¬

ful abuse of authority and only Dr. Knutzen.

Name those teachers and administrators and others in

the community-at-large who have been harrassed, in¬

timidated and maligned?

Present concrete and validated evidence of this situ¬

ation.
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Fiction: "The brand of discipline as defined and practiced

by Mr. Barbee is excessive, cruel, degrading,

brutal, and tends to subvert the development of

meaningful dialogue..

Fact If Mr. Johnson had evidenced any interest in our

school last year, he would have discovered that

our rate of absences and tardies precluded any

meaningful teaching taking place in many cases.

He would have realized that one of the many

reasons for youngsters falling behind in learn-

ing skills is excessive absences.

If Mr. Johnson were so concerned about our

children he would have been disturbed, not only

butabout the causes of the absences and tardies,

also about the effects of absences and tardies

and other infractions of the policies and pro¬

cedures of a public school.

If Mr. Barbee in his sucessful attempts to

establish discipline and to maintain regular

attendance at school for the youngsters were

"excessive, cruel, degrading, and brutal

would the students have the rapport with him

that they very obviously have? Would their

parents allow such "degradation"? Would 100

parents at a P.T.A. meeting approve of swatting

(after having the punishment explained to them,

If the punishment of swats is so brutal, why do

youngsters elect to have two swats over staying

the eighth hour? It would be well for Mr. John

so to remember that the swats are administered

only in cases of excessive absences, excessive

tardies and infractions of rules of conduct.

Fiction "Mr. Barbee, along with Mrs. Beverly Blackburn,

engaged themselves in a degree or Iheimidaekon

against Mrs. Johnson, a well-qualified teacher

at Horace Mann Jr. High School, and Mrs. Ruth

Potter, Principal at Long School.
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Fact: Is Mr. Johnson expressing Mrs. Johnson's point

of view? Is Mr. Johnson intimating that Mrs.

Potter said she was intimidated? Is this Mr.

Johnson's opinion? Were the ladies intimidated?

What threats were made? The fact is that neither

Mr. Barbee nor Mrs. Blackburn attended the Long

P.T.A. meeting. Did Mrs. Potter and Mrs. John-

son file charges of intimidation with the Board

of Education?
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Fiction: "Intimidation, harassment, and verbal abuse

was employed against Mr. Timothy Rouse, Prin¬

cipal of Notre Dame Academy; Fr. George

Shoemaker and Sr. Diane Marie Jacobs, and

Dr. Claude Organ, a panelist."

Fact: Again, who made these charges? Did these

people complain that they were harassed? Did

they insoltute charges against those who

"harassed" them and who heaped Wverbal abuse"

upon them? Who contacted Mr. Timothy Rouse

or Father George Shoemaker? What verbal abuse

was heaped upon Dr.Organ? There are no facts

to substantiate these chalges.

Fiction "Sr. Diane Marie was enticed to the campus of

Horace Mann Junior High School..........and

spent over an hour enduring crude and abrasive

language for her participation in the seminar."

Fact: Sister Diane Marie asked for an appointment to

come to Horace Mann Junior High School. She

was not enticed, lured or forced to our school.

Crude and abrasive language was not used in the

discussion held by Sister Diane and a few

teachers.

I could go on and on but realize you understand the gist

of these charges. Fiction is presented as fact to give

a distorted picture of the attempt we at Horace Mann are

making to establish a school wherein our children may be

proud to learn and teachers will be proud to teach. What

devious motives are behind these intimidations and character

assassinations by Mr. Johnson and his ilk is beyond specu¬

lablon. We are only concerned with facts and respectfully

submit them to you.

Sincerely,

Beverly Blackburn

Enc.

cc. Board Members

Dr. Owen Knutzen

Omaha Education Association

Persons identified in letter

Interested parties
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