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INTRODUCTION.

A taste for good reading is an acquisition the worth of
which is hardly™to be overéstimated; and yet a majority of
children, even”of those. favored by circuristance, .grow up
without it. - This defect is due partly to the fault or ignorance
of parents and teachers; partly, alSo, to the want, in many
cases, of the proper means of caltivation. For this taste, like
most others, s, usually not so much a gift of nature as a
product of cultivation.” A wide difference exists, indeed, in
children in respect to their natural inclination for reading
but there are few in whom [t cannot e more or less developed
by careful and judicious training.

This training should begin Very early. Even before the

child has leamed the alphabet, fiis mqther’s, lullaby or his
nurse’s sor}g may have begun the attuning of his edr to the
melodies, of vers, and the quickening of his mind with pleas-
ant fancies. = As he_grows_ older, hiS first reading should be
made attractive to him by its ease and entertainment,
_ The reading lesson shauld never be hard or dull ; nor should
it be made thé occasion for instruction In any specific branch
of knowledge. The essential thing is that"in’ beginning to
learn to read the child should liké what he reads or hears
read, and that the matter should be of a sort to fix itself in
his mind without wearisome effort. He should be led on by
pleasure from step to step. , o

His- very. first reading should mainly consist in what may
cultivate Ris ear for the music of verse, and may rouse his
,f,ancP/. And tq this end nothing is better than the thymes and
{l,ng es which have sung themselves, generation after genera-
o, in the nursery or On the playground. *Mother Goose”
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108 INDEX OF WRITERS.

Howitt, Mary (1799-1888?.
The Spider and the F [y

Lamb, Mary (1765-1847).

Choosing @ N @ M 8 oo

Perrault, Charles (1628-1703).
Little Red Riding Hood

DIamonds and TOAUS.....vuvvvvvsvmrmssssssssssssssssssssins

Cinderella....... e ——————————————
The Sleeping Beauty inthe W 00 0 ..ocooevvcvsvvsriines
PUSS IN B 00 TS oo

Rossetti, Christina Georgina (1830-1894).
Who has seen the Wind ?_. :

The City Mouse and the Garden M 0USE ...vw
THE SW aTTOW oo
An Emerald is as Green a5 G 1a s s .o

Sharpe, Mrs,

Dame Wigging 0 L €8 wovvvvvsvvsrvmsvrsrmsssmsnmsrmsssssrssssssnns

Southey, Robert (1774-1843).
The Three Bears o

Stevenson, Robert Louis (1850-1894).

THE W NG oo

Swift, Jonathan (1667-1745).
Ondhe Vowels . .

Taylor, Jane and Ann (1783-1824).

THE VIOIEL ..o
The Way 10 be H 8P P Y s

Wadsworth, Olive A,
Over in the Meadow .



