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INTRODUCTION TO DOVER EDITION

GEORGE ADE

GEORGE ADE (1866-1944) was one of the most gifted of the 
many creative writers who worked on American newspapers 

around 1900. A tall thin man who used to complain about his 
resemblance to Woodrow Wilson, he had emerged from a small 
town in Indiana, where his father had been at various times black­
smith, bank cashier, and small farmer. George was one of a large 
family, and when it was discovered that he was too fond of reading 
and thinking to be trusted with the cows, he was sent to the newly 
founded Purdue University.

After graduating from Purdue, George Ade made his first con­
tribution to American culture while working in the advertising 
department of a drug manufacturer: he coined the trade name 
“Cascarets.” This job ended after a time, however, and several jobs 
later Ade found himself on the staff of the Chicago News-Record 
(later the Record) as a cub reporter.

Ade and the newspaper agreed. Ade was bright, conscientious, 
affable, and had the power of words. W ithin a few years he had 
worked up through the levels of reporting fires, the police court, 
and local sports to being a star reporter and the man the Record 
sent to cover the really important events. An Ade interview or an 
Ade coverage usually meant increased readership.

One of Ade’s duties on the Record was to fill two columns in 
each issue with a feature called “Stories of the Streets and of the 
Town.” This feature was based upon the daily life of Chicago, and 
from 1893 to 1900, when Ade left the Record, it was one of the 
treasures of the newspaper world. While Ade may have had peers 
in general writing ability, no one else had his keen eye or his ability 
to saturate stories with personal charm. It was in his column, in 
September 1897, that the first “fable in slang” appeared.

Let Ade himself describe its creation, as quoted by Fred Kelly in 
George Ade, Warmhearted Satirist:

I sat at the desk and gazed at the empty soft paper, and 
realized the necessity of concocting something different. The
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